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TO THE BOirO&A9X'^ 



SIR JAMEfr MACKINTOBIt KNT. 



geiPOMDEB or BOUBAT. 



IVHILE f 0)1 are imparting new light to those 
reeioiis, so gloriously illuminated by the genius and the 
virtues of the late Sir WUliam Jones, will you allow a 
Traveller to express his thoughts to you in contempla, " 
ting your character and situation I I cannot but felicitate 
that race of my fellow^reatures who are placed within 
the protection of your judicial care ; yet, in recollecting 
how many listened to you with delight in this country, I 
feel your distance from it, in one point of view, a source 
o^f national regret. Conscious that these sentiments are 
sincere, I am encouraged by them to request, that you 
wUl honor with indulgent acceptance, a book, whose au- 
thor has endeavored to unite amusement and informa- 



don. 



iv DEDICATION. 

Doubtful of success in each of his purposes, he i» 
anxious to conciliate favor, by introducing his perform*- 
ance to the Public under the shelter of your name : a 
name that awakens universally the respect due to the 
beneficent exertions of knowledge and irresistible elo-- 
quence. ' 

That health and felicity may attend you, in those 
scenes of arduous duty where your gracious Sovereign 
has stationed you ; and that you may return to this fa-^ 
vored island, and long ^^PY ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ various reward* 
«f honorable service, is the ardent wish of him whois^. 

With the truest esteem^ 

Your Mthful and obedient servant, 

JOHN CARR. 

Ko. 9, Garden-Court, TcmpUi 
1st June, 1805. 
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J. HE.growidwfaiohtiiiy^'pei^is i^itt tarctroce^ h«o 

Ihem trftVeUers of €alebri(y>*wlK>_We favored the^vrorld 
-with the fruits of their researches, have^^eneraUy 9ipi^^ 
ed their leanuDg and ingenuity more to illustrate the 
histories of the countries through -which they have 
passed, than to delineate their national characteristics. 
Nature generally receives our last homage ; we never 
wander from the contemplation of her simple charms^ 
but we return to them with pleasure. As the attempt, 
although aiming at originality, is not of an aspiring 
nature, I feel the more confidence in stating, that the 
object of the following pages is i% describe those fea« 
tures which principally distinguish us from our breth« 
ren in other regions, atMl them from each other. 

I hope that the execution of my wishes will at least 
be without the fault of fortifying those prejudices which 
so unhappily divide nadons that ought to be linked to<« 
gether by mutual love and admiration. Whilst I wish 
to amuse, I am desirous to facilitate the steps of those 
who may follow me, by giving the detail of coins, and 



It THE AGREEMENT. 

post charges^ and some little forms which are netessary^ 
to be observed in a northern tour. My descriptions foK 
Jow ' the objects which they pencil, and partake of the 
irregularity .of their appearance. I write from my feel* 
ings ; and as I propose that my Reader shall travel with 
me, it is reasonable that, he should share some of the 
inconveniences as well as the enjoyments of the excur* 
9ubn. Before we smile together in the beautiful islands 
of Sweden, w« must be conteijt to bear with resignation 
the gloom of her almost interminable forests of fir. 

If he will not cxnnmence tlie Tour upon these terms> 
and agree to support without disappointment those vicis- 
situdes of amusement and of languor, that seldom fail 
to diversify all the roads both of literature and of life, 
miuch as I shall lament the separation, it will be best 
for both parties, that we should not wsiader together 
-over another page. 
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ROUND THE BALTIC. ^' ^^ 



CHAPTER I. 

"Tim of' htnUing Jbrtfu^^ ^eomtm tt*ath'^Hart>kh"^Tht 
Jioar JVbrt»egian^^ tcnhb^^Hetcgtiland — Flouting merry Jh" 
cc^^^HiuuTtt-'-^StuhlitHZggarv-^ Thefnr-^ T/ie wondcT'^-^ 
J^avel dptiHcation of a church'— Walties^^-^ shocking 
setret, 

IT Was on the 14th of May, 1804, that, impelled by aft 
ardent desire t>f contemplating the great and interest- 
ing voluipt of man, and by the hope of amelioiTiting a 
state of health which has too often a\rakened the solicitude 
of maternal affection, and of friendly sympathy, the wri- 
ter of these pages bade adieu to a spot in which the morn- 
ing ef life had rolled over his head, aifd which a thousand 
circumstances had endeared to him. I cannot quit En- 
gland without casting a lingering look upon my fiavorite 
little town of Totries, where, as a characteristic, family al- 
liances are so carefully preserved, that "one death generally 
stains half the town black ; and wliere Nature has so uni- 
ted thecharms of enfightened "society, to those of romantic 
scenery, that had a certain wit but tasted of the former^ 
he would have spared the whole country in'which it ststfids, 
and would liot have answered, when requested t^jfcclare 

B . ^ 
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his opinion of the gpod peo^e of Devon, that the further 
he travelled westwjffd, the more persuaded he was that 
the wise men t^ome from the east. 

The angif 'decrees of renovated war had closed th« 
gates of the south $ the north alone lay expanded before 
me ; if she is less enchanting^ thought I, perhaps she is 
the lesS'knowii) and wherever man is^ (women of course 
included) there must be variety : she has hitherto been 
contemplated, clad in fur, and gliding with the swiftness 
of a light cloud before the wind, upon her roads of shining 
snow. I will take a peep at her in her summer garb, and 
will endeavor to form a nosegay of polar flowers. 

There is always a little bustle of action and confusion of 
ideas, when a ^lan, about to slip from his friends, is in the 
agonies of packing ufi» . My mind alternately darted from 
my portmanteau, to the political appearances with which 
I was surrounded ; and, with all the vanity which gener- 
ally belongs to a traveller, I resolved to commemorate the 
period of my fiight, by a cursory comment upon* the s1;ate 
of my country, which, by the time the last §t"rap was buck- 
led, was simply this : A great man had succeeded a good . 
one in the direction of its august destinies, and another bcr 
ing who may be considered as the wonder of tlie west, was 
preparing amidsf^the blaze of brilliant novelties to mourit 
the throne of a new dynasty ; amonest them was a threat 
to cover the shores of England, with his hostile legions. 
Nine hundred and ninety -nine Englishmen,jput of one 
thousand, had started into martial array, on the^uhd of 
the haughty menace—- patriotism, with the bright velocity 
of a wild-fire, ran through the valley and over the moun- 
tain, till at last it w^ discovered that we might be invaded 
whenever we pleased. Ministers were more puzzled by 
their friends, than their -enemies ; where streams were 
expected to flow, torrents rolled headlong, and whatever 
may be our animosities, we are at least under an everlast- 
ing obligation to the French, for having enabled us to con- 
template such a spectacle of loyalty. How I happened 
to leave my country at this time, it may be proper to ex- 
plain : t^evonskire offered, to her. lasting honor, twenty 
thou9||tt| volunteer defenders of their homes and altars, 
xuue flRsand were only wante4..or could be accepted f* in 
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the latter, a spirited body of my feUow-toWnsifien, who 
honored me by an election t6 command them, were not 
included ; after encountering (and it was equal to a demi- 
campign) the scrutinizing eye of militia-raea, and the 
titter of nursery -maids, until awkwardhesft yielded to good 
discipline, and improvement had taught our observers to 
respect us, we found that our intended serviccfs were su- 
perfluous, and I was at full liberty to go to 9»y point of the 
compass; so, after the touching scene of bidding adieu 
to an aged and beloved mother, whilst she poured upon 
me many a half-stifled prayer aiid benediction, I hastened 
to .the capital, wh<ire, having furnished ifiyself with the 
necessary passports and letteirs of introduction to our 
einbassadors from the minister df foreiga alKiirs, a circu- 
lar letter of credit and bills from the house of Ransom, 
Morland, and company, upon their foreign correspond* 
ents, and with a packet of very handsome letters of private 
mtroduction, which were swelled by the kinddess of Mr. 
Grill, the Swedish consul, and a passport (indispeneably 
necessary tq., the visitor of Sweden) from: the baron Sil- 
Tcrhjelm, the enlightened and amiable representative of a 
t!>rave and generous nation, I proceeded to Harwich, and 
at midnight passed under tlie barrier arch of ks watch- 
toHcr, which was thrown into str6ng picturesque varieties 
of shade, by its propitious light, tJ-hich from the top iiung 
its joyous lustrp over many a distant wave, so gladklening 

• to the heart of the homeward marinerv 

In th§ morning we went (I bad a companion witb me) 
to the packet-agency office, where we * paid four guineas 
each' for .our passage to Httsum^ 1/. 11*, 6rf. for provi- 
sions on board (seldom tasted) ; after which douceurs of 
lOw 6c?. each remained to be paid to the mate, and 7$. 
each to the crew, and 5«. apiece to a personage who con- 
tributes so largely to human happiness, and particularly 
to that of Engllshmsn, the cook ; we also paid ten guineas 
for the freight of a chariot belonging to an acquaintance 
tX Petersburg, 2*. per ton on the tonnage of the vessel, 
and U. in the pound upon the value of the sfid carriage. ; 

. this accomplished, I had nothing further to 4o> hut to 
amuse the time until four o'clock in the a^'te-noon,. when 
the foreign mail from Lonc'on iirrivcs. Wk 
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The chupch-3rard lay adjoining to the inn : in this so» 
lemn spot, we are not always enabled to indulge in those 
serious and salutary reflections, which it ought alone to 
inspire ; die qusint or ridiculous effusions of the Tillage 
schoolmaster, and the sexton, those prolific mortuary lau- 
^teates, too often awaken an irresistible smile, by com* 
*tnemorating the ravages of death in some pious pun or 
holy ccAui^rum ; a perversion which well ments thb in* 
tet^sition of the ecclesiastical officer whose power ex- 
tends over these regions of the dead. I had not wander- 
ed far, before a fresh plain steb attracted my notice, and 
by its inscriptioA informed me that it was raised to the 
)nemory of captain Christensen, of Krajore in Norway, 
who fell by the bite of his dog, when mad ; the tale was 
simply, but touchingly, told, and drew from me the fol- 
lowing lines : 

Ah ! hapless stranger ! who without a tear 

Can this sad record of thy fate simrey ? 
No angry tempest laid thee breathless here, 

Nor hostile swordf nor Nature's soft decay. 

The fond companion of thy pilgrim feet. 

Who watch'd w hen thou wouldst sleep, and moaned if Tinm'4. 
U«til he found hts master^ fa^e so sweet, 

Impressd'd with death the hand he oft had kiss'd. 

And here, remov'd from love's lamenting eye. 
Far from thy native cat'racts awful sound ; . 

Far from thy dusky forests' pensive sigh, 
Thy poor remains repose on alien ground. 

Tet Pity oft shall sit beside thy stone, « ^ 

And sigh as the' she moum'd a brother gone* 

Soon after we had quitted the tomb of the poor Norwe- 
o;ian, the mail arrived, and at five o'clock a favoring breeze 
bore us from the lessening shore. Now, as I am otle of 
lliose unhappy beings who, like Gonzalo in the Tempest, 
^vould at any time give one thousand furlongs of sea for 
an acre of barren ground ; and as there may be many 
more who may find the rocking of the ocean somewhat 
unfriendly to the regularity of appetite; let me advise 
them to lay. irt some anchovies, lemons, orangfes, and a 
little btandy : and as we are upon the subject of travelling 
ccondto^, let me also recommend the packing up of a pair 
of lea^^r sheets and a leather pilloYr«case, in addition to 
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their linen ones ; the former will prevent the penetratioa 
of damp, and repel vermin. As we passed Orfordness- 
castle, the sun was setting ii^ great glory ; and several 
ships working to windward, and alternately crossing each 
other, presented the most graceful Bgures : it was such 
a scene as the chaste spirit of Vemet might have hovered 
over with delight. The next day, we saw the topmasts 
of our brave blockaders off the Texel ; it was painful to 
contemplate the effects of a dire necessity which forces 
us to harass a people, who in their hearts cherish no ani- 
mosity, but against the tyranny which separates them from 
us. A noble frigate from the squadron passed us under a 
cloud of sail, " breasting the lofty surge ;'* she proudly 
dashed through the foam of the ocean, and to the eye of 
Fancy looked like the palace of Neptune. Her appear- 
ance reminded me of the nervous, spirited, and Chatham- 
like exclamation of a celebrated wit, upon the same sub- 
ject : " an English man-of-war is the thing after all : she 
^^ speaks all languages ; is the best negotiator, and (he 
^^ most profound politician, in this island ; she was Oliver 
" Cromwell's embassador ; she is one of the honestest 
^< ministers of state that ever existed, and never tells a 
« lie ; nor will she suffer the proudest Frenchman, Dutch- 
" man or Spaniard, to bambooa^le or give her a sauqy an- 
" swer." 

On the third day, a very singular object presented it- 
self ; it was Helogoland, a vast lofty perpendicular rock 
rising out of the ocean, and distant about forty -five miles 
from the nearest shore : it is only one mile in circumfer- 
ence, yet up9n its bleak and bladeless top, no less tiian 
three thousanid people live in health, prosperity, and hap- 
piness. The hardy inhabitants subsist principally by 
fishing and piloting, and are occasionally enriched by the 
destroying, angel of the tempest, when the terrified ol- 
serverf losing down upon the angry storm, mighty ^i^tiie 
moving language of the clown in the Winter's Tal?, ex- 
claim, " Oh I the most piteous cry of the poor souls, 
" sometimes to see 'em and not to see 'em : now the ship 
, " Idling the moon with her mainmast, and anon swal- 
" lowM with yest and froth." But to the honor of the 
bi'df & Helogolanders, they never augment the l^pors of 
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the enraged element. Humanfty and hontw'rf^ interest 
impel them gallantly to face th« stormv aawt snatch the 
smking matiner, attd the sad remains of his floating^ fer* 
tune, from the deep : they nerer strffer the lore of gi^t 
to excite any other exclamation than that of dianks to 
God ; not that the storYn has happened, but that the ocean 
has not swallowed up all the wreck from them. Row un-* 
like a body of barbarians who infest the west of Enghmd^ 
and prefer plunder to the preservation of life, ana who 
have been'even known to destroy it, whilst struggiing with 
the waves, for the sake of a ring or a batible^ and who are 
accustomed in the spring of every year, to speak of the 
last wreck season as a good or a bad one, according to lite 
violence or moderation of the preceding winter I* 

The Helogolanders are a fine healthy race of people, re* 
markably. fair, live in small huts, and sleep on the shelves 
ranged one above another, and are goveme4 by a chief 
who is deputed from the government of Denmark. They 
are obliged to victual their island from the shore I What 
a spot for contemplation, to view 

«* The ambitious ocean swell, and rage, and foam> 
. •* To be exalted with the threatening clouds!** 

We entered the river of ijusum about four o'clock i» 
the morning, in a stiff gale attended with rain. The 
clouds in the west were ^ilt and squally, with here and 
there a streak of copper color ; in the east the sun was 
gently breaking. Whilst I was contenaplating this pic- 
turesque appeai^ance, and occasionally regarding the anx- 
ious eye and gesture oi our Danish pilot^ who by the aid 
of buoys and floating poles conducted us with admirable 
skill through a narrow, and the cnnly navigable part,. of the 
river, which lies between two long lofty sand-banks ; the 
effect of the scene was encreased by an owl of yellow plu- 
mage, endeavoring to reach our ship : the poor bird we 
supposed had been blown off the coast ; his wing touched 
the extremity of the boom, but exhausted with fatigue, he 
dropped breathless in the water. A sailor, who was look- 
ing over the sides, with a quaint imprecation of mercy >. 
I^itied the dying bird. 

* I alltlle to the wreckers cf Hope Covei near Kingsbridge, 
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Tbe ^ko#i& a» vAe mdNiMxd IcMikcd toFWv &c^ a&4 fl^^ 
s«rtae«iitedhef«aii^ tk<Kt« i«kh a solifiarf ftirsi'hcmse nid 
wtnd-fiiEl ; but fft« merttreeeiMed a icene of considen^ 
bfe gaiety. Boails f>Qt o(ff rbm the Httle isl«tui» which ftp* 
pear eb tMitr tkbe of th€ ri^vvis fiited with faandyr meot 
wosneo iM'boy^^ ; the ladie* w^v€ larfe black g)iaed paale^ 
boesrd bmiBets, gfittevitig in the sua : ttiey wirre aU gw^ 
toihe gFeek hxt at Hu^ttiii. We east anchor about font 
AHits Inrni that immv whose taU spire appealed Mt\ ia oar 
Tiew : a l^rge hoot fxRed with these good holiday IbUui 
eafAe i^engside^ said received U6,> baggage and- all* A» we 
proceeded vp the rivef, which became narrower as we 
adi^eoicedy and which seemed m<ype like thin mud than 
water, through whic^ we heavily moved by the assistance 
of punting poles, I waded through the te^um of the time 
by coatenaplating m^y competiions, most of whom, with 
myself, were c&fered over b«low with the hatches to avoid 
a heavy shower ef rakii. They were all in their holiday 
dresses ; t4%e men in blue or brown dmggets, and large 
round hats, and the women in coarse striped camlet gowns^ 
in which red was the prcvdiing color, with those vaa* 
shining bonnets- before described, and slippers with high 
heels without any qtiarters : we were crowded tjogetheV 
almost to sHflbcation. Our company was rtiorfe augment* 
ed than improved by pigs and poultry, and the variouift 
produce of the farm, amongst which I noticed som^ deli* 
Clous butter. In the party Was a fine bloomhig young 
Scotswoman, who had married a Helogolander : her ex- 
presave dark eyes flashed with delight, to find hei*self 
seated near an Englishman : in her lo6k was legibly Writ- 
ten the inextinguisrhabfe teve of our country. 

Upon our landing, we were immediately addressed by 
a Danish ceutinel who was upon duty at tlie quay, and 
whose dresii^and appearance were very shabby ; he dis- 
patched one of his brother soldiers with u« to (lie burgo- 
master, to notify our arrival and produce passports, thence 
to the secretary to procure others to proceed. 

A little money here had the same virtue wtilch it pos- 
sesses in almost every other part of the globe, by produ- 
cing unusual energy in these subordinate ministers of 
govenmnemi and ©labled us^ to »t down to an early din- 
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ner at %t EnglUh hotely during which, I^ was aJUtk sur- 
prised at hearip^ one of our fellow^passeugers^ who was 
immediately proceeding to Haxaburgh) froquei^tly vocife- 
rate, " Is my waggon ready ?" What a country, thought 
I, must this be,, where a waggon is required to convey a 
H^an, and one too who ^yas &tle bi^er than his pprtiqc^an- 
teau ! Observing my surprise, he informed me, that the 
carriage, of the country was called a Stilhl waggon ; upon 
its driving up, I found that its body was. very long and 
light, being formed of wicker work, and fixed to thi|i ribs 
of wood ; the bottom was half-filled with hay, a cross seat 
qr stool was fastened by straps to the sides, and the whole 
mounted upon high slender wheels j it runs very lightly, 
and is admirably adapted to the heaviness ^of tlie rgads 
which are v^ry .deep and sandy. , 

Soon after dinner I strolled through the fair, which waa 
filled with peasanU'y from various parts of Holstein and 
Slesvig. The women, in their ryde finery, reversed the 
ambition of theip fair sisters on the other side of the 
water; they were strpngly buckramed to the top of the 
neck, and exhibited no traces of the bosqm ; but, to soften 
the severity of this rigid decorum in front, they presented 
such a projecting rotundity behind, that, to eyes which 
had been accustomed to gaze upon the symmetry of En- 
glish fidr-ones, appeared truly grotesque, and awakened, 
many a smile. 

The church, which is large and ancient, was upon this 
occasion ^srobed of the sanctity of its character, and in its 
fretted aisles booths were erected, in which books and hab- 
erdashery were e^osed to sale, and where I found some 
coarse copies of engraving from some of the pictures of 
Westall. In several places upon the continent, I witnes- 
sed, with no littte degree of pride, a striking predilection 
for the wdiksbf this distinguished artist. Almost every 
article which was exposed for sale was called English, al- 
though I am satisfied that many of them were never fash- 
ioned by English hands ; but the charm of the name has 
•an influence every where ; its sound is attractive, and the 
very pedlar of the fair finds his account in its forgery. 

A custom-house officer waited upon us at the inn to in- 
spect our luggage, but the dexterous introduction of a doU 
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lar Inlo bis hand, convinced him m a tnoment, fiom tive 
mer^ physiognoi&y of our traidis, thatJ they contained no* 
thmg coDtraband ;-«*let him not be blaxncxt) for his.pene- 
tratioto waa admirably Gorrect.. 

"Before the river <^Hn8u«i was choaked up with iiand>< 
the town was a place of considepable conmieree ; it k now 
principcilly Med with tradesmen and fanners ; a&d th« 
remoF^ of ^e packeta tothl^ place from Tonnhigen, hanf- 
circah^d a considersible quandty of money amongst the 
inhabitants. It is mther a iar^e town ; lime trees grew 
before the houses, tfie roofs of which run rery high, and 
present the appearance of steps ; these vast attics are ne« 
ver used but as lumber-reoma, and have:a very disagreea* 
ble effect. There is a palace with gardens belonging to 
the duke ef M^stem, but they are utiworthy of nirther* 
notice. • 

The gaiety of the day terminated with great sobriety ;: 
there were many light hearts, but I believe not one aching 
head. In the evening, a crazy violin and drum allured 
me into a public room, in whic h the merry peasants were 
dancing walties. Heavens ! what movements I A French- 
man, who resolves every thing into operatic effect would 
have felt each' particular hair stand erect, had he contem- 
plated the heavy solemnity of the performers. The fe- 
males locked like so many 'tubs tumhig rotmd, and their 
gallant partners never -moved their pipes from their 
mouths. 

Upon quitting ^is scene of phlegmatic festivity, I strol- 
led to the quay, where the skippers were landing the car- 
riage, which a fine sprightly powerful fellow of an Eng- 
lish sailer, with scarce any assiatatice from the smoaktng 
cpowd wh© had assembled to view ft, put together in little 
TOore than aan- bom*. The alertness and activity of the 
British tar, arfforded a str^ing contrast to the sluggishness 
of the Danish seamen who surrounded him. As soon aa 
the carnage reached the inn, we prooee^ted to the post- 
ho3^»e, and ordered four 'horees, being one more than we 
were compelled to take by the Danish post law, but no. 
xnore than the weight to be drawn and the depth of the 
roads rendered necessary. The post was to Flensbor^,, 
dktantfive Danlah or twenty ^ve English miles, and fat- 
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which we paid eight dollars, one iljarc. Of the coin snd 
post regulations I shall speak in th*e next cjiapter. 

Thus having prepared every thing for our departure the 
next moiTiing, we returned to the inn ; where in one of the 
front rooms we had not been seated long, before a pretty. 
pale and interesting ^rl, whose sige could not have ex!- 
ceeded thirteen, entered with a trembling step, and pte- 
' sented on^ of the gentlemen present with a note— ^e con- 
tents of it unfolded such a secret as must have shoclied 
the soul of the most depraved libertincN— 4t was written by 
^ her mother^ We detained her miserable and devoted cjiild 
until we had raised a little subscription for her, and dis- 
missed her with an involuntary exclamation of abhorrence 
against the parent. 

In the first step which an Englishman makes out of hi» 
own country, be is sure to meet with something to aatisfjF 
him that he cannot find a bettier.. 



CHAPTER ir. 

Dult matters neeeMary to ht knowti-^The vHlage nbcnder^-^-^ 
*^MuMcal fi08tiUi(ma»'-^napS'-^Farm'hcusit9 andinn^^ 
The fiost delivered-^A conftpiracy-^Bolton*^ dQUar^^ThA 
Utile belt'-^Village kridC'^The great belt-^Caraoer'^'-^ar' 
dolph^a nose* 

^ I ^HERE is scarcely a duller thing which an ardent tra* 
JL veller or reader, can encounter, than the little detail 
of money matters which occur on the road ; and I shall 
therefore, with all due dispatch, dis{>ose,of it upon the prc" 
sent occasion. 

In Slesvig and Holstein, the only Danish n^oney recei- 
ved is the Danish specie dollar, and the notes of the banks 
of Slesvig and Holstein, as also those of the bank of Nor- 
way. The specie dollar contains sixty skillings, or so ma- 
ay English pence, of the currency of Slesvig and Hoi- 
atein, and at par is .equal to five shillings English. Thisj 
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rix dollar of the currency of Slesvig and Holstein contains 
only fbrtyveight skillihgs ; of course four speqie dollars 
are equal to nve rix dollars current money. The money 
is divided into skillings, marks, and dollai^s : 
'16'skillingsmake 1 mark. 

3 marks 1 rix dol. Slesrig and Holstein cur. ' 

3 marks 12 skil. 1 specie dollar. 
It will be adviseable not to take up more money than 
will be sufficient to last as f&v as the island of Fynen or 
Funen ; as the oiily money there received, and s6 on to the 
capital, is the currency of Denmark Proper. It will be^' 
most convenient to take rix dollar notes instead of coin. 
It may be as well here to state the post regulations. If the 
number of U^vellers exceeds three, they are c6mpeUed 

to take four horses. 

*'..'. ...,'■ ,», , ''' 

In Holstein and Slesvig as fur as Hader^Iel?, a horse 1$ 
twenty skillings of that currency, per mile Danish, which 
is equal to five miles English i the other charges are per 
station or post : thus, 

4 skillings Slesvig cur. for shrirepenge. 

4 Ditto for fetching horses from the field • 

4 Ditto to the ostler. 

4 Ditto to postillion. 

Itistksuady however, to encrease this latter charge to one 
rix doHar per station. With respect to this charge two 
drivers are only considered as one. 

Hating procured idl this essential information, the car- 
riage appeared at the door, surrounded by a crowd of gap- 
ing peasants, who gazed upon it as if they expected to Sjce 
us mount in the air vrith it. As soon as we had passed 
the tovm-gate, we instantly dropped into a deep sand ; 
through vrhich we ploughed our way at the ratieof two 
miles and an half in an hour, and beheld on each side of 
us nothing but a dreary waste. Had not the cheering 
beafns of the sun refreshed and supported us all the way, 
we must have suffered pretty severely under the pressure 
of a distemper which foreigners confine, and very justly, 
to Englishmen. Our driver was mounted on the near 
shaft-horse, drove four in hand in rope harness, and carri- 
e#imore far show than service, a prodigious long lash 



^hip ; he wa» dr^s^e^^'^^s^V^nth yellow fydngs, aad 
wot^ a brass .plate ^n his hat, «on vhiclft wa»> s^taiBped 
M Chml'n 7/' ; from a stnng which was suspended over 
his right shoulder, depended his french horn, somewhisul 
1)attered by. long exercise, which he applied to his nioiith 
^th the niost fii^tfal coasequ^Accs whenever we ineta 
traveller, and with whk^, whenever we ascended a- hill^ 
he never failed to -semiade our e&rs aad those of bis cattie, 
who, deafened by longuse^ or having no taste for the con« 
cord of sweet sounds^ seldom turned their aiuicuW or*^ 
^^la^ towards this hoarse croeiing tube* Tluis did w% 
move ki «all the majesty of a menageiie t^poa the pcant 
of eBtering a town oa a £4f -^7. . 

Two or three times in the course of ei^ ipoBt, our dci- 
Ter begged to have a little snap money-* Soaps m one of 
the earliest and mostfrequent words which a traveUer will 
pick up in Denmark ; in plain English it signifies ate- 
freshing glass of spirits. We always found our account 
in granting this request. ' ^ ' 

The Danish driver is merciful to his hotses 1 io. equal- 
ize their labor, in the course of the staetion, he changes the 
•situation of each of them. A whimsical fellow of this 
condition amused us not a little, by every now and then 
peeping into the carriage, or as he called it the yuHiggon^ 
\o see Uiat we and the luggage were all safe ; these men, 
whenever they 3top to refresh themselves, feed their hor- 
ses with large slices of barley bread. ' We passed some 
Heat ^untt^hoasesy having tite- bam witli two fair^ foWng 
doors in the centre^ the ofifktos belonging to^ Use faj^m oh 
one dde, and the farm-house on tbe other ; tbse whole. tip« 
im a gfxwmd ftoor, aitd tinder one roof. 

As we appiiQdiehed Fl^sborg, the comvlsy becstmc mortf 
agreeable, and we observed the wondeiful actiirity with 
whkh imture was every where exerting herself^ in a oli« 
mate which so much conficies her to time: it was then 
the SOth of May, and the ground had b^n cov^^d with 
snow only three weeks bdb^e, and some bitter vtdndive* 
ry sensiby in>formtd us that winter had not as y^et. retreat- 
ed very fer. 

. At a very clean itm Where we (fined, we found some ex- 
celleot red driied be^, s^meot busier, good breads baked IUk 



EB j gPbh fop»«rf%Dtt<iBn^ gflfcd <nii>6tialbte ^'^ dk pdyi. In 
«iir dMng^WftH the b^t c\iiim abd glM^tiFfnblers itiadc 
a gala show aponr Ae tesCftf of th^ b^d^ which gave a 
-dou)^ capacity to the room. I was highly pleased to ob- 
-serve^ that whKsC the postiltion took very good care of 
himself, he did not Befl«et lus horses. 

At eight in the evening ^e tracked Flenaborg, hav- 
ing accoxnpli^lfed tmiSM:f4tPt E&gti^ tti\\t% m nine 
hours J atedi)[nts liWJc, Sttftdeitt to iwiikc any tftiveller 
peevish who had been accustomed to the velocity of an 
English tedl. It was solely owing to the great depth 
of the roadsr Hm: vpte better groinid, oar horlse^ ^ were 
not hollow pampered jades of Asia, which cannot go but 

Ab' soofrnv we had entered tlie inns (^^ driver pi^esc^^ 
ed tn witiir a vnitt jratted paper, that dirrected the tra* 
veUer to itate his' opinioti of the condtr<it of the ftyrmer, 
whieh is aiterlva n l s si&bmitted to the postmaster ; and, 
by an ordinance of government, if any catase of com* 
piaint aiiaeS) thtfp^sd^on «» punishabk. 

Upon ar ttarveUervr^dching the eild of a Danish post, 
it wis- be hieky for him if he does not find Ms'patience 
pnttcraitFiaft^ by having to wak m gevierttl an hour for 
horses to forward hkn, which, at the time of his arrival, 
areinbbling the bWe in some distant field. Our inn 
was the post-house, wkkh every where affords the best 
•aceommodaiSkiUS. 

FliR)Sb6vg is a large commercial town, very neatatid 
pleateofedy sltoated ; it is well supplied with excellent 
waterfrom'foantains, wMch^ai^lAsfeedat certain intervals 
in the centre of the prhitipat street i the houses are like 
those at; Hqsuih, with the addition of strong ikaees of 
iron; The view 0t)m Hie quay, the rtver, and the op- ' 
poaite vHbtge, is very beautiftil ; the language thus faf 
la Gempan, axfd the r^ig^on of the cbtitttry throughout 
is Lutheran. The English charlbt was still tlie object 
of admiration ; smlths^ thronged the yard to examine 
the springs^ and wag^n^btiilders to contemplate the 
wheels and body. The patent box:es of the fortner ex- 
cited uncommon astonishment. At the <comer of the 
yaidythe last beams of the setting sun threw an agreea* 

C 
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ble tint up(^ a variety of interesting faces, all waiting 
for intelligence*— the friend, the lover, and the mercha&ti 
for the postman had just arrived, the 



■Messenger of grief* 



Perhaps to thousands, and of joy to some ; 
To him indiflT'rent whether grief or jdy. 
Houses in ashes, or the. fall of stock s» 
Births, deaths, and marriages, epistles wet - • « 

With tears, that trickled down the writer's cheeks. 
Fast as the periods froni his fluent quill, ,, , 

Or'charg'd with am'rous sighs of absent swains. 
Or nymphs respotvsiye, equally affect * 
'His horse sad him, uneoniscioite of them aK. '> 

...'■'' ••'■•'"-. ■' 

When I had retired to my cfaamh^, the coMtanft dashing 
of the fountain in the' court>*yard, the frequent- crowing 
of a little hoarse . hstBbKA' cOc^, two cats making violent 
love, and a. party, of Ibraj^ng fleas, united their powers 
most successfully Ito keep >* tired nature's sweet restor- 
er" from my lids the greater part of the night. In. the 
morning) at five o'clock, we entered the great road to 
Copenhsigen, from the city of Slesvig, and proceeded 
along the shores of the Baltic, through a sandy aiM drea^ 
ry country ; our progress was now encreased to five En- 
glish miles an hour.* We found the population very 
thin, the land but little cultivated, and the stditary cot- 
tage, which appeared- to cover more. misery than indus- 
try, had rarely a little garden by the side of it. The only 
vegetables which we" met with were small stinted aspar- 
agus and parsnips, both of which the good people here 
)3Qil in their soup. The few houses which we saw on 
the road side, were, however, neady built, with a Jight 
brown brkk, and thiitlibed. The steeple and theliody 
• of the cliurch were ,^very where, divided from each 
other ; whence their /separation arose in Denmark can 
be no more accounted for, I should suppose,* than their 
conjunction in England. 

Upon strolling into one of the church-yards, I remark- • 
cd that their monuments were principally composed of 
a frame of an oblong square, divided by cross pieces of 
wood painted black, and the spades between filled Svilli 
stones. 
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The coinitry about Abenraac, a small fishing town^ 
where "we changed horses, was very pretty, and much re- 
semUed liiat beautiful slope of wood in Lord Borring- 
do&'spark at Saltram, which parts the high road to Ply- 
mouth* The country ffom Abenraac to Hadersleb is 
hilly> woody, fertile and romantic. The cattle were every 
where tethered, or fieeteAed by a cord to a circle of pas- 
ture* 

At Hadersleby whilst dinner was preparing, we went 
tD the Bank, to exchange our Holstein and Slesvig mon- 
ey for the currency of Denmark Proper, previous to our 
embarking for the island of Funen. Here the exchange, 
which is governed by that of Hamburg, is always in fa- 
vorof the tzaveilergoing toCopenhagen. For one hundred 
8ini^irty»£ive i4x dollars Slesvig we procured one hun- 
dred and My-«ix current dollars and six skillings, which 
was at a premium of seventeen pounds per cent, in our 
&yor. Upon our showing the blanker one of the new 
ddlars from BoHon's mint, he appeared to be much grat- 
ified with itabeauty, and beggied that we would permit 
him to exchange it ; a little favor, which we gladly 
granted him. 

On our return, we found a good dinner in a long room, 
painted of a leaden blue color, having the fioor well sandr 
ed, three little windows decorated with festoons of mus- 
lin, an old-&shioned chandelier threatening peril to those 
who passed under it, and two ancient portraits of a king 
and queen of Denmark, who looked very smirkingly 
upon each other. 

I must not omit to introduce the reader to the kitchen, 
in which, in Denmark as well as in Germany, the fire- 
place is raised about two feet and a half high from the 
fioor, and very much resembles that of a blacksmith's 
forge ; the meat. is baked, or, as they call it, roasted, in 
a sort of cheese-toaster^ and having undergone the pre- 
vious operation of three parts boiling s. such is a Danish 
inn. The traveller in this country would do well to con- 
fine his supper solely to bread, butter, and eggs. The 
"wine eVery where is very poor, an^l the beer detestable. 

The peasantry appear to be clean and happy. It was 
pleasing to see, early in the. morning, as we travelled, 



gY^pet of yoiim9g.iryfltn¥Mfh» wb<)se chseiKS f^bmtd vltK 
tbe blqogi pf JtoJWbia b f t toc jeg their paUa wiih gr«at dexr 
ter ky y and bunting And si^gieg a» tb«y went 

As w^ocmld save a^ye^ tedious iziiksliy cr^s^og 
^Q )iM^ Belt a$ its toiadMt p^it^ Hie proceeded te^ 
A^i^'frWd mimA of SnQ|^ai# v]i«re we foui^ tke qciiiiir^ 
tnr vejry u»duli»4ag M)d beAutiCui* buttlve loadd. lollker 
heavy. Nothuig can be prettier than the situadon of thft 
post-hoii^f n^dbitu gMad99A daim^.tQ the waler» to 
vhieh a bsight ^sim* disuivQiiy soarlpng out the little uridndl 
of Arroe tp the aoul^ iLnd tfa^ greater <me o£ Funfin in 
front) ^tant ahpiy^ eight £ngii3h miks» .added new 
charnis. Th« hoiE^lniA^ yMatmrawnion. d^temly^ in- 
shovA itn mmutp^ kmMi W ra^fHUk ^ tackksi i)ur. oa&r 
rlage eip^tir^ 9l^d lugg^e inte m. 9fnm hopt^ and hwvlng a 
fmh9p^9/6i i9^.4:«q«a^tW Utilfi BcfciaahfUit Mii^ttir 
afida h^> ^dfended a^ Afi«M^. 

A f^tr^t^ger gannpt bat be «ii«|Mriied to eioe a king*^ 
i&m^ 6Q coiiipQs^ of iffl^a^ The piM>yi»ae whieh !iK8 
Vdius^Mt iiotmtb«<ian^g the defi<;»iat0 tfipearaBce c^ 
some parts of ijt &opi tbjs mailL 90^4> ^ <ffk accoimt of 
tli'e independent spirit of its peasantry, the most vahifihl^ 
of ti)e crowi^ of D€$i|i(|a^^. 

The pas^iigjj fof^our^he? and Qar^gi^was 3 Q 9 
To a§si8t^nt§ gettiiiig the bter inljothe Vo^t (> X% 

At Al^^^l^^s ^^ feir the &pst time». expftriciie«4 t^ 
change of a large feather-bed, instead of a blanluet «Bd 
sh^et. To^Bk witJmyeHfed EUgKAnisai nothing da* be 
luore singi^\ J^ tbi^ mon^g, a9 the^iorses were pBtv 
tmg tp> ?t 8^i:d^ pr<^(^P!9io9 passed i» : a yoUngyvoman 
in g^l^, wHp^ hair v^as stiSfeneA «lmo9t lo th« consissitefi- 
cy of stupp^ ^itb pow^r and pomatutn, - on which yipas 
raised a high Pi^P ^ la«J^.9 dleoorat^ witt^ a profusidii ei 
a^iiici^l $QW^^i f^ "^ith d krge noeegay af spring and 
ariiSciai |iow<^8 Ilk b^rhoaMRi add a hocdi in her haxuly 
askd turning-ii) h«r i|Qei) nvdtl abomimahlyy ^asyed m tiie 
nio^t stalely Pl^^ervp the str^t, preeeded by ^iree 
gii4a in mob ea^, dt^cerated with Uttie bHs of silver and 
gold i^ce, a%d in re4^ja»kfite, each with ft^liocds. mher 



tCHAt.s. NbRTHEjNSUMMEIL J»« 

hand, aiid followed hy two old Wrtetl, holdbi^ book^ 
also. The fair heroine of this sing^ular groupe noved to 
me as she passed. She was proceediiig^ to ihe eborch, 
where tier bridegroom wal countinf^ the lag^Ag mo- 
ments of her absence. The old afli th« young -peeped 
out of the doors and windows as they passed. Heavens 
leeep tne from any thing Kke pomp w pobllclty o« the 
xharria^e day ! 

* In tins island, as I hare httatt Intimated) the eohf in 
piyj^ciaf,* thus ' 

l6ski!Ungs make 1 tnarlt. 

• • 6 marks 1 lix-dolkr Danish currency. 
And one skffling of Holsiein and Slestig is eqtud to two 
of die currencv of I>enmtiric Propfcr. 

Ttie post regnlatf on ai ijud^r s 
t howepcf Danish mile 8 tnarks Danish ciirrency. 
For fetching hprses per pair 6 skillings Danish. 
' To the ostlcp 4 ditto. 

. At. Ode^seey which is a large respectable town, an 
epft8ci}|MiL6^€^ th^ ricj^ftt m Denmark next to that of Cc- 
penhagen, and the capital of the island, we dined -, there 
was n^hing uagular in our repast, but that the first dish 
was maana aoop. 

. There ift a public sciiool here, where a small number 
of boys are edncated Kod maintained gratuitously, and a 
gymfiaaiym for students of sixteen years of age. The 
cathedralis an ancieat pile 4bf brick, and is remarkable 
for.notbji^g more, than containing the tombs of John and 
the saAguip^ry Christian tl. who seized upon tlie crown 
of Sw^d«n by the light of conquest, and, in a cold-blood^ 
e4 laaasacre, put six hundred of the flower of her no- 
biiky to the »wordr^-4bat scene of slaughter is exquisite* 
ly dis|^ayed in the beautiful tragedy of Gustavus Vasa, 
piibjisbedj in 17^8^ >y Jicmry Brooke, f^q. and with 
which! am si^re xny reader wiU be delighted. 

->«—>^>^ThiAk iipeA Stockholm 
» Whtn Cristieen iM*d upon the hour of peace, 
And drelich'd the hosutab^ floor wUk blood,. 
Then £eU the flow.'r of Sweden, mighty name* i 
Her hoary senators, and gasphig patriots. 
The tynnt spoks, and hi* ficentiovrf b^r*d * 

C 2 
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^ Of blood-trainM ministry vere loos'd to ruin. 

Invention wanton'd in the toil of infants ' . 

St;^b'd to the bre&st, or reeking on the points 
Of spQi^ve javelins— Husbands, sons, and sires 
"With dying ears drank in the loud despair ' • 
Of shrieking chastity. ' 

■. . ' . ^ 

.' Tbethatchof the cottage in this island^ and in. most 
parts of the north, is bristled at the top with cross braces 
of wood, to keep it together, and has a very inferior ap^ 
pearance to the warm compact neatness of the Engtisk 
thatch. The road from thence to Nioborg is good, part* 
]y paved, and the country on ail sides very picturesque.^ 
The lambs, in the Qocks which we passed) had one foot 
fastened to the body by a piece of string. A cu^om. so 
painful to the luckless objects was intended to ~ fix them 
m^re closely to their dams, and, by a^breviatiiig tkoir 
exercise, to iatten them. 

I w:^ much surprised at not seeing either in Denmark 
or any other, part of the north that I visited, a single 
member of a very ancient &mily, the most ' nsefnl, the 
most ill-treated and despised of any that moves. Upon all- 
Jours, an ass. " • . 

About nine o*clock in the evening we arrived at 
Nioborg, which is a small but handsome fortified town, 
cbntsdmng about nine hundred inhabitants ; and deter- 
mined, as the wind was fair, to crdSs the Great Belt that - 
night. We were there obliged to show our passports '; 
the captain of the passage-bqro, on account of the late- 
ness of the hour, threw many difficulties in the way of 
our determination, which, however, the tender looks and 
eloquence of a French girl at the inn, aided by a little 
bribery on our part, effectually removed. Here** the 
wheels of the carriage were obliged to be taken off\ and 
after a delightful sail of about two hours and an half, we 
effected our pelage, which is twenty English miles, and 
landed at Corsoer, in the metropoiitsoi iskoidof Zealand. 
As I passed over this mighty space of. water I coulld 
not help reflecting with astonishment, that in the month 
of February 1656 it formed a bridge of ice for the hardy 
troops of the warlike and ambitious Charles X., who^ 
contraiy to the advice of his council of war, marched 
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over it to ^rt battle to the Danes. During this tremen 
dons passage a part of the ice gave way, and a whole 
squadron of the guards were ^ immolated, nd^ one of 
whom were saved, an order having been given thkt no on« 
should attempt to as^st his neighbor in such on emergen 
cy upon pain of death. After passing the Little Belt ia 
^e same way^ Charles Gustavus Adolphus. obliged the 
Danes to ncmke the peace of Roschild. This enterpriser 
may be .ranked anKmgst the most marvellous acluevd> 
TBients, and a recurrence to it will furnish ample means 
of occupation to the mind of the traveller during his pas 
s$kgeoverthese portions of. the sea. \ / 

It was midnight by the time we quitted -the vessel y 
the wind was very fresh, and the moon occasionally dai:t 
ing in full effulgence from a mass of black clouds, i!lu 
yn\nui^A the fpt^t of an ancient castle, of little strength,, 
near the key, which is the occasional residence of the 
enxwn prince. Upon the ramparts the cloaUU centinel 
kept hissolitary watch ; it was a ^^ nipping and an eager 
air," and the scene, more than any other which I saw in 
Denmark, impressed the imagination with the similitude, 
of that 

•• In which the majesty of bury'd Denmark 
<* Did scmietimes march." 

The good people at the post-house were in bed, but 

 after many a rap at the door, it was at last opened by a 

figure, who most complpely corresponded with the 

bard's description of Bardolph. With Shaksf)eare we 

nught have exclaimed, 

•« Thou wrt.an admiraU thou bcar'st thy lantern 

«» In thy poop— but tis in the noscx)f thee 

•« Thou art the knight of the burning lamp." *■ 

As tW night was very sharp, we made our way to the 
kitchen to catch a tiHle warmth fpom itii^^piring ern^ 
ber^ ; but here we found we were distressing the coyness 
of a comely young cook,, who^bad just quitted her bed 
to prepare something for our supper,' and who was very 
upeasy until we had left her territory. After a comfort- 
able repast, Bardolph lighted us to bed. 
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^ CHAPTER ni. 

4 

Hon€9-^IntelUgmceofiVomenr^^T7ltt tomb offuBanA Mtt* ' 
ria^^Ifuahand intriguing with bk vjife^-^Msrgttret of' 
' VManar^-^The mmmm^ mf>ther^--^Cof^ 

* WW* DrnneT'^Tomb of the heroes of the 2tf of AftrU^ 
' 1S01— -7*Ae h<ath of that day-^Lord Mhorh-^ne brave 

• young' Welmpet, 

IT is scarcely necessity for rttt to observe that the go- • 
yemment of Denmark is despotic. The I>afie is a' 
good natured, laboriotw character ; he is fond of spirits, 
but is rarely fctoxicated ; the scirerity of the <;limate " 
naluxj^ses the. attachment, atkd his deportment in dite ' 
indu^encf of it, is inoiffehsiYe. 

At brcalfect at Corsocr ^ respectable Dane entered ' 
the room ; the landlady, a tast tiuwieldy good-humored 
ci>eatnre in boots, without saying a word opened her cup- 
board, and taking down a bottle of gin, preseirted he:r 
guest with a large wine glass full, which he drank off^ * 
as if it had1^e«A av mitch .eoco«; xallk^ noid imtaediately 
retired. * 

The island of Zealand is said to be very luxuriatitj^ 
and abotmding mtli picturesque scenery y its shores are 
lined with pretty towns^ P^^ chateaus, and extensive 
and well-wooded domains, but upoa the high road we 
did not observe, until our 'near approach to the capital, 
any indication of , such exuberance and beauty i although 
it was at this thne the third of June, the gooseberries 
and currants were but just formed into berries* . 

Upon our first post in this island,* we met witti^ for the 
first linie in Denmark, a turnpike gate, which wsfs erect- 
ed at the end btevety Danish mile. As the roads were 
tolerably good, the impost was unobjectionable, which 
for a carnage and four horses is six skii&ngs Danish 
currency. This toll, in consequence of a recent ordi- 
nance, is paid before the traveller sets offj to the post- 
master, which saves the inconvemence of stopping. Thtr 
turapike-gatc, like all the barrier gates of the nortii, is 
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Sftiaplf eolkfttnicted of a long pole or W^ wl»£h turn- 
upon a pinFoty ^^Etened in a stmag poaC, about ib\ir feet 
h^^ placed on one aide of the rood : the end of thift^ 
pole jb clias||ed 9^ the^nd witk a pv^oodeFating weight 
af jlqpae or blocks af#ood, «b ti^ when tsbe poat-maaler 
flUckens theatiriiagorsEg^tchamwIiichaittadieait hor-" 
koiUaMyto apoatontlie other 4de of ihe road> the 1>ar 
mea^sisificieiitly high to let a carriage pasa under. 

The Mle^tonea here^ the iirat which we saw m the 
eouatry, are fopmedof granke ui the ahape of a hand-^ 
aome obettg^, andjenumerate the miles tmd half mllea, 
aaad he^ the names of Christian and sometimes of Fred* 
y . In oixr ro^e we aaw aeTorat atorks^ who shewed nof 
other sf^mptoms of aferm when we approached them^ 
than awkwardlf moving from us up<»i their red, taM, 
^c^l^^r is{x>n which the body seamed mounted aa upcMi^ 
s^ts. llie eoiHvtry from Slagelae to Ringated wasijery' 
]»ctuies<^e. The moat ancient church in P|JMnark is' 
m this town ; Jit ia built of brick, with two low'towera :. 
tkere aipe aotne v^jjak tombs here very ancient, which are 
prlac^ally fitted with the aidies of the descendants of 
Sweyn II., and are iefvel with the pavement. We pas- 
sed nasoiiy IbiPeats of &ae beech and oak, leathering the- 
shores of several extensive ai^ beautiful lakes.. As we 
apjMTOikcbftdtbe capital we were a little warprised to find 
every thing beeoiiie cheaper, and the horses a^ddiivers- 
kaner and shat^ier. 

I must not omit to states for the henpr of the female 
seK, that howe'voF we Were at a loss lo explain ourselves: 
on account c^^our ignorance of the Ikinish language? 
and had exhausted our stock of gestures upon the mca 
ia vain, we always found that the women comprehended- 
us wkh^ue .third of <Kir pantomimic action ; and to the 
eod of p^ days I shaSI gratefully and experimentafly^ 
contend Ibr t{^ superior ^ckiiess of female compre- 
hension. ' 

We arrived on a Sunday at RoskUd, Whkh, according 
to Holberg^ was foiinerly a cHy of many parishes, and 
contained within its walls twenty -seven churches, and an 
equal number of convents, tbo%igh now a place of very 
littk impoitl We went to the aUliedr^, a heavy pile <^ 
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brick covered witk copper, with twospii^Sythexooa^oncieiit 
part of which was erected under, the auspices of Harold» 
the graadfather of Canute the Greats king of EnglaoAdlid 
Denmark. The inude of this building owes its gran- 
deur toils size : the ceiling is stainpd with little, spr^ 
of flowers in a vije taste, and are wholly uaeoriched by 
those exquisite interl^dngs in the roof that form the 
principal beauty of Gothic architecture, the rudi- 
ments of which nature first imparted to our esu^ly fore- 
fathers, by placing before their imitative eyes the graccr- 
fill inteir^ections of a simple bower: the organ is uponr 
an immense scale, and the tone very fine : the stops are 
moved by the feet of the organist. In a large octagon 
chapel, divided from the body of the cathedral by an* 
iron grate, so finely wrought,, and at a distance it resem* 
bles black gauze ; and, in a subteranean vault, repose- 
the ijpmains of the royal family of Denmark, in several 
raised sMie coffins, which are covered with black velvi^ 
palls, embroidered with small crowns of gold, falling in 
full drapery upon the floor. It is foreign to my purpose 
to enumerate them all. The most superb tomb is that 
of Juliana Maria, whose sanguinary conduct towards the 
hapless Queen Matilda and the unfortunate Counts Stm- 
ensee and Brandt, excited so much sensation some years 
since* As I gazed upon this gloomy depository of un- 
relenting jealousy and ambition, imagination raised the 
bleeding 'shades of those devoted men, consigned from 
the pinnacle of power and joyal favor to the dungeon 
and the scafibld. Alas ! the common tyrant, in no wide 
lapse of time, has closed the eyes of the ruthless de- 
stroyer and h^r victims. 

I must not omit the tomb of that wonderful. woman . 
Margaret of Voldemar, or, as she was styled wiUi a de- 
rision which she well revenged, the king in fittUcoats. 
She flourished in the 13th century, and bgre upon her 
brow the crowns of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway. 
The northern Semiramis was destined to astonish the 
world by her marvellous exploits, and her very entrance 
into it was rendered somewhat extraordinaiy on account 
of her being the legitimate daughter of her father and 
mother. The former becoming disgusted with her mp* 
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ther, confined her in a castle, and about tt\c same time 
ieH violetitlf in love with one of hcr^a:^es d'/io?ineury 
and was a suitor for her favors ; the good- !hi more d girl 
affected lo consent, but imparted the ^sigq^ition to the 
\inhappy queen, was instrumental ^ c^^veying her- iii 
disgtu^ to the spot, and Margaret was the fruit of this 
lingular intrigue. 

• We were mjich gratified by seeing in one of the cha- 
pels the richvand beautiful mausoleums of f rederic II. 
Mjd Christian III. ; they were designed and made in 
It^y^ at an 'immense cost, by the.ordfer of Christian IV. 
The sovereigns are represented in recumbent postures 
the si^e of life, xinder a stone canopy, supported by Co- 
Hiithian pillars ; the basso relievos which adorn the tomb 
of Frederick II. are exquisite pieces of sculpture. Here 
ere also interred many distinguished heroes, who have 
nased the glory of their coiintry, anU live in the page of 
history " • • . 

The beautiful ideas of Addison came into my mind-— 
** When I see kings lying by those who deposed them ; 
<* whenlconsidertivaiwitSjplacedside by side ; or the holy 
" men that divided the world with their contests and dis- 
" pntes, I reflect with sorrow and astonishment on the 
" Uttle competitions and debates of mankind ; when I 
• " read the several dates of the tombs, of some that died 
" yesterday, and some six hundred years ago, I consider 
"that great day when we shall all of us be cotempora- 
** ties,' and make our appearance 'together." 

As we crossed the church -yard to return to the inn, we 
were stopped by the appearance of an interesting young 
woman, who, with much grief in her countenance, was 
scattering slips of lilac and half-blown tulips and fine 
sand froTp a little basket which she held in her hand, up- 
on a fresh grave, which from its size, and from her Ipoks^ 
I conjectured to be that 6f her infant child. It was 
the eustom of the country, and an affecting one it was. 

We met with nothing to denote our approach to the 
ca^tal till we reached Fredericksberg, one of the king's 
country palaces, about two English miles from Copenha- 
gen ; the appearance of much bustle, and lounging lac- 
queys inscadet and silver,* announced that the court was 
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liefto. A» we .rolled: dAi^nrB ftoift tke Bewftifiil emfaience^ 
upoB the opeit stumriit of which the pakce stuid^ ^it 
^ity, crowned by ka pcdaee ui nnnfty l^e Scrand, and the 
fturrouiidkig country, presented a-i delightful prospect. 
The road was- crowded with people iit 4heir S«day 
.presses and merry iaces, harrying to pass tke eveniftg iki 
the gardens of Fredericksberg, which, with the penrnss* 
sion of hia majesty) is the &Veri%e resert of the people. 
We were detained a few minutes at the custbrn-hoUse^ 
adjoining the first draw^hndge, o^r whkh and- an inner 
<ome we passed to the gates^f the dvpttal^ wMch we en>- 
tered through a long arch> forming part of the naepsai^ 
As we approached LtisePs hoteH to which we wei^ 
yecomsaended) we passed by the .walla of the roysipelsee^ 
which here ampl$ and- s^odAg testimony to the oolossai 
rae and magnifi^^nee whieh must have fertnei:^ d»» 
tinguished itv befeilfe it feli a victim h> the fisaties in If 9^4!, 
Upon our visiting this splendid pile, after dinner,- We 
£)Und by ui inscriptaon rexhaimng vtidefbced) that it Was 
raised by Christian VI^ oM of hia own private pmfee^ 
without pinching his sMbjectft, atnl cost sl^x miliemr of 
dollars : it stands in an island ferm^ by a csom^ and has 
several gates ; the prhicips^ entrance is of wroilght inm^ 
and has a noble effect : the front has twenty •'five enor- 
m/dus' window* in a lihe, and is composted of six stories^ 
three of which are upwi a large, and the Tomasning; three 
upon a small scsde. This front is three hundred tind 
sixty-seven feet long, the lateral !»desiiiree hundred and 
dlghty niAevand the elevadtdn one huodi^ed'Uid fourteen ; 
aU the'grand apartments of state were upon the fotntii 
story ; the court is'surroimded with two wings of piszza 
twelve feet deep^-and on each side sire stages for saddle 
and carriage hofsefef whiph are arthe^: these have 
escaped the fury of the conflagration, and are tridy.anag* 
nificent ; the racks of that; which holds forty-eiight 
horses, are of copper, and the ptUftrs whith aeparat& the 
stalls are of brick stuccoed* Ii^ another We -observed :the 
racks and cohimns- Were of Norweghm maijbie.; tiie 
floor of the stalls is of stone, and the breadth ^es&sh is 
six feet. The court is three hundred and- ninety - fijet 
long, and three hundred and forty in its greatest bresriith ; 
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the-pilastres are of the 'composite order, and the colntnns 
'loDic ; there are also two lateral courts- which 'lire sur- 
rotmded urith buildings of two hundred and forty-five 
feet by jone hundred and six. The stable to the Uft is 
divided by the riding-house, which is one hundred and 
seventy-six feet by fifty-six, and lighted by fifteen cross- 
bar windows, with a gallery for the royal family and 
spectators, and has altogether a very grand appearance. 
Here all the branches of the royal family were forjuerly 
lodged : so rapid was the fury of the conflagration, and 
such the panic which it inspired, that but little of the 
treasure of its pictures, furniture, and gorgeous decora- 
tions could be saved. Of the internal magnificence of 
this palace, some idea may be formed by the following 
description* of the ritta saal- or knight's saloon : it was 
one hundred and eighteen feet long by fifty-eight, was 
lighted by day by nine windows, and at night by three 
lustres which contained' more than twelve hundred wax 
lights : on each side was a gallery richly gilded and 
supported by forty -four columi>s of cinnamon w^ood, the 
bases and capitals of which were also richly gilded : an 
£u*tist of the name of Abilgaad was commissioned to embel- 
lish the hall with twenty-three large paintings, from sub- 
jects arising fi-om tlie Danish history, at one thousand rix 
dollars a-piece. The library of the king, which suffered 
much by the fire,.'Contained one hundred and thirty thou- 
sand vcdumes and three thousand manuscripts. The 
palace was too enormous for that of the capital and king- 
dom, and forms a striking contrast to the preseiit resi- 
dence of the royal family. H^ * 

Whilst I was contemplating these stupendous I'emains, 
a splendid English vis-a-vis dashed by, drawn by a pair 
of noble greys, which, with a profusion of gold lace upon 
the coats of the coachman and footman, attracted the no- 
tice and surprise of the goodpeojrfe of Copenhagen, w^ho 
liad never even seen tl^ir beloved Oi'own Prince in such 
finery : it was the equipage of a foreign quack doctor, 
who had had the gQod fortune to live and flourish in En- 
gland in an age ofpilk, 

Copenliagen is a sma5i but very neat city,' its circum- 
ference between four and five EngUsh nules ; the streets 

D 
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are broad and handsome ; the hottscs>of •which there 
ape about jour thousand, exchi^re of the quarter belotig- 
ing to the sailors, and ganiions for three regiments, are 
generally of biick stuccoed to resemble stOne, and som^j ' 
are of free*stone, and in. an elegant style of Itdian archi- 
tecture : the aihops are in the basement story, and by tal- 
king, no prominent appearance, do not disfigure ihe beau- 
ty of the rest of the building. Such is the case upon 
every part of the Continent which I have visited. In 
England every tradesman's shop is .therarecTshow of the 
street, and perhaps it is in allusion to. this as riiuch as 
to any other cause, that our neighbors rni the other side * 
of the channel, have pronounced us to be a nation, of 
shopkeepers. 'The streets are divided by canais, which 
afford great facility to the transport of goods, but have 
narrow and inconvenient foot-paths : the populktion is 
estimated at eighty *two thoussuid. La rue de Goths is 
a beautiful street, and is about three quarters of an En- 
glish mile long. The Kongens nye Tow or King's place, 
\Thich is also the market place, is a noble,. spacious, irre- 
gular area, adorned v^rith many fine houses, several of 
which hare been raised since the late fire. The only 
theatre in the city is here : it was ttot open during oiu" 
stay. This building is detached, small, but handsome 
without, and within is degantiy decorated : in the sea- 
son, the performers play four dme^ in the week, alter- 
imtely opera and play, which is generally in the language 
of the country. On account of the vast number of per- 
soniS'Vjrho have free admission to it, amongst whom are 
alltnarine Ifc land officers, the receipts are but very lit- 
tle, and the deficiency, whidi is supplied bylhcking, 
^generally amounts to about one himdred thousand rijc 
' dollars per annum. Upon the whofe the court is not a 
very munificent patron of the drama, and the performers 
seldom exceed mediocrity. In the middle of the market- 
place is an equestiian atatue in^bronze of Christian V. 
but too deficient in merit to attract the notice of a travel- 
• ler. One of the large buildings in ifeis place is the cas- 
tle of Charlottenberg, part of which is devoted to the 
royal academy ot painting, architecture, and sculpture ; 
i\ has eight professors and four masters : Jhe day for the 
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annual distributioi^ of the pcizes is tke SUt of March) 
th€ Ittjcth-day of the prince, Fi^ederic, who is the patron* 
Tho&& pupils, who obtaia the goldeiv medal eve sent to 
irayel at the expense of the crown* Such of the produc-» 
luma of the.pHpil;5 sod pro&ssors. as. I saw did not excite 
a. very, high opinioo of the arts itt Denittai^* 

No respectable straneer cm eater Copenhagen whli« 
out speedQ}^ bqcbmisiguve object -of Its- fpax^ and g^ncF* 
ou( ho&pitalit}% The d^y a&er our arrival enabled us to 
l^urta)^ qI the hearty pipofusion of a Danish dinner •; it 
vas^yeu at the country^hous^ of ono of xhe most res* 
pect^e iohabitaats of the city^ and appealed in thefol-« 
lowing successipo : saup»top. and bottom, Norwegian 
l^ef boiled^ bam strongly salted, fi«bt pigeons, ibwls, 
stesKed spinnage, ioid asparagus ; the nusat is always 
out into sliQce by the master of liie iiousc) and handed 
round t^y tbe . wrvants. Etiquette proscribesrthe^ touch* 
ing of any. jj^acticular disb out of its regular course, al- 
though, the table may be groaniag under the weight of 
it&covei;a; this ceremony i^ OGcasiou;iIiy a little tanta- 
lizing. Creams, confectionary, and dii^d fruits followed t 
the wines- were vaiious. and excellent* Our party wa& 
composed of Englidh, Norwegians, Flemiiih, Swiss, Rus- 
sians, Danish, and French : wovld to heaven that their 
respective nations- could for ever be as cordial and joy- 
ous as. was. this chequered coDcction of their merry na^ 
tives I The repast lasted a formidable length of time : 
it MAs^ tw0 hours oS bard stuffing in a^ fbg of hot meats. 
The appetite oi- the fair ones present, was fary I might 
say- very fac from. bang, puny or fastidious, but in Uie. 
lioxnely phrase, what they eat did them goMl. 

The Danish ladies o^^e en ban fiomt^ and possess that 
ft-ank and generous countenance, wliich, the moment 
the eye sees, the heart understands ^tnd loves ; they 
much resemble the higher class of Wouveimann's fig- 
lu^, snd^^ry iai:gely partake^ of- that gay good humor, 
which' is so generally^he ccnnpanion; of a plump and 
portly figure*. Having said so much in their favor, 
which they emineiUly deserve, Icanrothelp lunling that 
they are not so attend ve to* neotncs^ of dress as their 
nei?hboi*s ; they want such a man as. Addison to rally 
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them with his delicate satire out t>r a slovenly habit, 
which induces them, when they buy a wwn, almost al-^ 
ways to prefer a dark cotton, because af rfo<r* wortwmr 
«?ashing» The Danish ladies would immediately feel 
the force of the remark, without being offended at its^ 
freedom. They speak English with its proper accent, 
as well'as French and German fluently. The English, 
language^ forms a prominent part of female education... ' 

Upon my complimenting a Danish lady on her accu*> 
rate knowledge of the English language, she said, « We 
••* are obliged to learn that, and French and German, in 
*^ our otvn defence^ otherwise we should frequently be ob- 
^'^ liged to sit mute, which you know is a very unpleasant * 
^y situation for any woman, for beyond the ialan4s,''inean- 
ing Zealand and Funen, ^^ our language, which is a dia- 
" lect of the Teutonic* is not janderstood/' This I foimd 
afterwards verified : upon my return to Hohitfein from 
Prussia a Danish sergealit in drilling a recruit from the 
former place, was obliged to speak to him in Germans - 
• Here, as in France, the company rise and retire with' 
the lady of the house. In the garden we found coffee^ 
and a ctoll fellow of a wandering mendicant Norwegiair 
who occupied eans ceremonie one of the garden seats, and 
upon his rustic guitar had collected the little folks of the 
family round him, who were dancing to some of the wil- 
dest and sweetest sounds that ever issued from the touch 
of simplicity. 

On our return to the city, and about a mile from it, a 
turTed hillock of small poplars attracted our notice ': it 
was the national tomb of the hejpes who fell in the mem- 
orable battle 01 Copenhagen roaas on the second of April, 
isai, and stood in a meadow about two- hundred yards 
from the road, and looked towards the Crown battery. 
/ As we approached it, we saw a small monumental obe- 
lisk which was raised to the memory of Captain Albert 
Thurah, by the Crown Prince. It appeared by the in- 
scription, that during the heat of That sanguinary battle 
a signal was made from one of the block ships, that all 
the officers on board were killed ; tne Crown Prince, 
who behaved witl% distinguished jiulgment and tompc- 
sure during th«i whole of that terriftc and anxious dav» 
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and was givmg his orders on shore, exciaimed ^ wlio 
viii take the command V* The gallunt Thurah replied^ 
<< I vilUmy.PfinceY" and imfiiediately kape<V into a boatf 
and as he was moiinti&g the deck of the block ship, a 
British shot nuin^ered him amongst the dead, ^hich 
formed a ^^hastly pite before him^ and con8io;ned his spi- 
rit and his ^Mj to the regions of immprtality. He was 
a yoimi; iiian of great promise. It is thus that de&ih 
often ... 

dirikes tKe peer prasant ; he smks in the dsurk, 
Nor leaves, e'toi the wieek of & name, 
He atr^es t)ie ymiog warrior, a glorious mark* 
He sinics mihe bU%e of his fame. 

As the battle imder 9Xk its circumstaTiees was as awful 
and sfectingf ts any ki die English and Danish history, 
the reader will I am sure feel no reluctance minutely to 
^oMempfate the lss*ger tomb which first attracted our 
notice X it is tt pyramidal hUlock, neatly turfed and plan- 
ted with sflrpliHg poplars, corresponding with the number 
of officers who fell. At the base of the 'principal front 
are tomb stones recevding the names of each of these offi- 
cers loid their respective ships. A little above is an ob- 
elisk of grey northern maii^ raised upon a pedestal Ui 
granite bearing tMs'inscrspkion : 

To the memory of those who fiU for their country^ their 

fateful feUoiv citizens raise tim monumenty 

Afiril 2, 1801, 

And beneath, on a white marble tablet, under a wreatii 
of laurel, oak> and cypress bound together, is insciibed :! 

The vnreath vffachtht toiuntry jtewtotos never withers over 
the grav0 oftkefalUn warrior. 

The whole is enclosed In a square paliaado : as a nation- 
al monumerit,*it is too diminutive. 

The next day I visited the spot where so much blocd 
was shed. Ayoung* Danish officer upon the Cro-wn 
battery obligingly pointed out the disposition of the slupi>, 
and spoke of the battle with great impartiality. Fioiu 
tlie position of the Biidsh fleets, before the squadron un- 
d^r Lord Nels<» bore down, and rendered his iiitenucu 

D ^ 
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indiibitable, the Danes were firmly of opiBi<]b that the 
British commander intended to p«>ceed either to Cal- 
scrona or Revel, and made no preparation for defence ; 
their ships were lying in ordinary, they therefore trust- 
ed solely to their block ships and batteties. 

On that day the hero of the Nile surpassed those 
achievements, which an adtniring and astonished world 
. conceived must for ever remaiaj without imitation as they 
had been without example, in the annals of the Brttxsb' 
navy. Favored by a fortunate shift of wiod^- and an 
extraordinary elevation of the tide, which at the time 
was liigher than the Danes had long rememfeered it, he 
placed* his unsupported squadron, and as it is said with 
un tmoSsei'ved si^nsl of retreat flying at the mast head 
of the ship of the chief in cbmmand, in a most adranta^ 
geotts and formidable position. The citi2&ens of Copen-*^ 
hagen in a moment flew to their posts ; all distinctions 
were lost in the love of their country. Nobles and me- 
chinics, gentlemen and shopmen rushed together ia 
crowds to the quays ; the sick crawled out of their beds^. 
and the very lame were led to the sea side^ imploring ta 
be taken in the boats, which were perpetually going off 
with crowds to the block ships; A carnage at once tre- 
mendous and novel only served to encrease their enthu« 
siasm. What an awful moment I The invoked ven- 
geance of the British nation, with the fury and velocity 
of lightning, was falling with terrible desolation upon 
m race of gallant people, in their, very capital^ whose 
kings were once seated upon the throne of England, and 
in the veins of whose magnanimous prince flowed the 
blood of her august family. Nature must have shudder- 
ed as she centemplated such a war of brethren : the 
conflict was short, but sanguinary beyond example ; In. 
the midst of the slaughter the heroic Nelson dispatched, 
a flag of truce on shore with a note to the Crown Prince, 
in which he expressed a wish that a stop should be put 
to the further efiusion of human blood, and to avert the 
destruction of the Danish arsenal and of the capital, 
which he observed that the Danes, must then see were 
at his mercy. He once more proposed their withdraw- 
ing from the triple league, and acknowledging the &upre-» 
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macy of the British flag. As soon as the Prince's answer 
was received a cessation of hostilities took place, and 
Lord Nelson left bb ship to go on shore. Upon his ar-^ 
rival at the quay he found a carriage which had been 
sent for him by Mr^., a merchant of high vespectabil* 
ity, the coofiisicHi being too great to enable the Prince 
to send one of the royal carriages ; in the former the 
^lant admiral proceeded to the palace in the oetagon^ 
through crowds of people, whose fury was rising ta 
frenzy, and amongst whom his person was in more im-^ 
minent danger than even from the cannon of the block 
ships ; but nothing could shake the soul of such a man. 
Arrived at the pakce in the Octagon he calmly descended 
fronr the ct^rriage amidst the murmurs and groans of the 
enrdged concourse^ which not even the presence of the 
Danishoiiieers who accompanied him could restrain. The 
Crown Prince received him in the hall and conducted 
him up Btairs, and presented him to the King, whose 
long-shattered state of mind had left, him l^t very little 
sensibility to display upon the trying occasion. The 
objects of this impressive interview were soon adjusted, 
to the perfect satisfaction oi Lord Nelson and his ap 
plauchng cfHintry ; that done, he assumed the gaiety and 
good-humor of a visitor, and partook of some refresh^ 
ment with the CroWn Prmce. 

During the repast Lord Nelson spoke in raptures of 
the bravery of the Danes, and particularly requested the 
Prince to introduce him to a very young officer, whon* 
he described as having performed wonders during the 
battle, by attacking his own ship iiamediately under her 
lower guns. It proved to be the gallant young Wei 
moes^ a stripling of seventeen ; the British hero em 
braced him with the enthusiasm of a brother, and delicate 
ly intimated to the Prince that he ought to make him an 
admiral, to which the Prince very happily replied, " If, 
my Lord, I were to make all my brave officers admirals, 
I should have no- captains or lieutenants in my service/* 
This heroic youth had volunteered the command of a 
praam, which is a sort of raft, carrying six small cannon, 
and manned with twenty -four men who pushed off froni 
shore, and in the fury of the battie placed themselves 
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under thealem of Lord Nd^on's Mp^ whkii tiliey most 

^occesa&illy attacked) in such a moaner tb0> dikhov^ 
they WPre below the toa^ih pf hift stem chasers^ the Bri-. 
t|»h. ]n»7i:ie6 BAade tumble slaughter ameogpst thom : 
tvFenty of thete gallant men fell by thpir bittteu, but their 
young commtMider cc»itl»ued knee-^eep in dead at his 
poatf until the truce was oonounced. lie has been hon- 
ored) as he most eminently., deserved to be> mth the 
grateful rememlHnuice of hts country and ^ his Prince) 
who, aa a m^rk of his regard) presented him with a me- 
dallion commemoratiy^ olhis.gaUai^ry) and has appoint- 
ed him totbe command of his yacht, in whkh he makes 
his annual visit to HoIstdiK The iss\ie of tlm. contest 
was glorious and d^istY»<s r could it^ be. otherwise) whea 
its de^stini^ wore 4K>iniKiitte4to Nelsou I ^ 

To ^kfxw how brittle must be the baads of a confede- 
itaey of powerss whose jealousy and (^^ke i» ev^.ui^* 
happily in proportion to their proi^imity, the Sired^ very 
jQOmpoaedly #o]^tempiated the battle from their hiU%. and 
appeared to Ipse all sensation of their share of itsi i^ior- 
"^ tidying results in the humiliation of a rival country. So 
n^^ur^ puUs.tbe strings of a ^le man and a great nalioB ^ 
A the latter is only the larger puppet^ ai^d requires^ more 
streiigtb to put it in motion. 

La place Fredeiic, or the Octagon^ eontsdniii^ the pal- 
aces of the. royal £amily>9 and where t^rd Nelson had tJ^ie 
audience that I have j^st mentioned, is compos^ of 
four small palaces all uniform, e^ch having two wifigs : 
four very noble streets, principally inhabited by the no* 
lulity, lead to this place : the grand entrance is through 
a gate composed of double rows of Corinthian pillars and 
a rich entablature ; one c^ the streets is terznin^ted by 
the harbor, and the, other by the church of Frederic, 
which has been long left unSnished ; k has the appear- 
ance of an elegant design, and rexpiinded $ie, both hy its. 
condition and style of architecturje, of L'i^i^e ck M^e- 
line at Paris« In the c/^tre of the Octagon is an e^uos- 
trian statue c^ Frederic V. in baronze^ by Saly ; it was 
erected in 1769 by the Danish E^t India Company, and 
is said to have cost^ S0,000/. An Englishman cannct 
help remarking the slovenly appearance of the grassj 
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which is here permitted to shoot ajy through the stoneBy" 
and particularly within the railing of the statue : the- 
soldiers who are* always lounging about the palaeeS) 
would remove the evil in almost the time that I have 
taken to comment upon it* 
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- Brake** golden nose-^The garden cf Fredericaberg'^ 
The crown ftTince^^^'nte fas frio7taMe achoohnaiter and Izt^- 
tie haronet^^Gratefulfieai^ant'^Religiofi'^JLxeeUent law 
— 7%tf burgomaater and Canary* hWd'-^The hermit of 
Dronningaard^^^Qtdchteaa of vegetations-^ The firiaonei^s^ 
aot^—»Palace of Roaenbe^-g^^Table d*hote>-Jt)rott trdacon-^ 
eefition tsfthe EngHsh Iodic S'^^Hasfi lujusc^'^Dutch town, 

'TT'HERE is something very pleasant In contemplating 
JL the most inconsiderable actions, even the little- 
badinage of great men. I forgot in my last chapter to 
mention the playful good-humor which Lord Nelson dis- 
played soon after the battle of Copenhagen roads. By 
the ship which conveyed his dispatches to England, he 
sent a note to some respectable wine -merchants to whom- 
he was indebted for some wiiie, in which he sportively 
said that, ^^ he trusted they would pardon his not ha\dng 
^^ sooner sent a checque for hts bill, on account of his* 
''^ having been lately nnich engaged,^* 

In one of the wings of the burnt palace, to which the* 
flaiiites did not extend, the gallery of pictures and muse- 
um of curiosities are placed. Iti the former we found a 
few excellent pictures, and particularly noticed a Jesus 
betfayed, by Michael Angelo ; a«aked'Venus, in a very 
singular posture, by Tifian ; a good Woman, by Leonar- 
do de Vinci ; tRe Holy Family, by Raphael ; a dead 
Christ on the cross, by Rubens ; adjoining to this is an 
i5iju.cQountubie picture upon a large scale? the subject 
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l^alka* AQgels s theaitiftt^ with siiigudfur whim> has sub-^ 

In thet cabinet of cunedju^ is A^veiy iagisnipuB iav^en- 
^fvlbr fa^anquiUizuigitbe^ feftFS of jealous hiusband^ ; % 
stuffed stag, said to hare lived several cefttums ; a liot^ 
and bear ; there is here also a celes&l globe made by 
Tycho Brahe, who was sent to Copenhagen by his father 
in the »xteenth century to.atad>irhetoFfc and philosophy, 
but the great eclipse of the sun on August tlie 2 1st, 
1 562, engaged him to study astronomy. He was the in- 
ventor of a new systeinrof: the worid- and had some fol- 
lowers, but it is said that his learning made him ci4^^** 
s^i^^Wy gtid hi» fihilosaph^ irritmkkrta^ sncka degree ihsitr 
ig a philosophical dispute the argumeiKl^ rose to such a 
pitch of personsd violcDce that he lost liis nosey which 
h^ supplied by a^o)d and^^lver one adiSMiCably coastruot- 
ed. ; he vpos zeba very fond oF Automatat^aad the reputa- 
tipn \vl4ch lie oMained of. a conjuQer. 
. I.w?3 n>ucib.pleased widi the- comiyial cup. qf the ceK 
cbr«itcd Margaret of Vald.Qmar ; it had. teD\ lips, which 
were marked with the respectire names of those whom 
sbe^ honored with her intimacy,: who^wcre^ tha^ companions 
of lier table, and were* permitted to ta^ of the Tuscan 
g^l^pe out of thie same yessel. There ape hi&re also- sdme 
exquisite carvings in wood^by a Norwe^Q' fanne?, w4tli 
ancommon knilb ; some xnummi&s badly preserved ; a. 
piece of amber weighing more than tweaty-'SeveUfpoiiiadsr 
found in Jutlaixd ; lustres of amber ; several^ models of 
ships in amber, ivory, sliell, and mother of psari'; beau- 
tiful works of ivory; a toilet o£ ambei? of surpri^ng 
wonkmanship ; a great lustre of tjie< san^e, with twenty '^ 
four branches, made by M. Spengler*. A compleat closet 
filled Tt'xthbits of wood, carved by the peasants^ of >k>r- 
way, whoare extremely- expert in tl)is work; a portrait 
of Denner ; a bit of ivory, prettily worked by Qaeen 
I/^uise, mother of the preseiiijt King ; others of the same 
kind, by Pierre Legrand; the emperors LfeOpold,Rodol)>h 
11. &c. ; J^sus Christ on the cross, tarved in wood, of -so 
fiue a workmanship that it must be seen througbla mag- 
nifyiRg glass, it is attributed to Albei* Durer ; a carriage 
ifq$^ sij» horses, of an- inconceivable sm^jlness ; a great 
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jug^ of ivory, with a triumph of Bacchus of a very firie 
workmanship, l>y Iac6b Hollander, a Norwegian ; the 
descent from t^ cross, a superb piece, by Magnus Berg ; 
several figurcB-dressed in foreign dresses, Indian, 'Chines^, 
^c. ; great Tases of gold and silver ; a flagon or decanter 
of rock chrystal, very, beautifully engraved ; a hqm 6f 
gold, foun^in Jutland, in 1639, Hhe inscription on which 
has puzzled the learned; a bust of Brutus in broirze ; 
many pr^ciot^s antiquiticfs <>f the country ; a portrait of 
Charles XII. ; the skull of archbishop Absalom, with his 
dress ; the prelate's «kuU reminded me. of the ridicuJoiis 
questicm which a lady put to one of the librarians of the 
British museum, " Pray sir^ have'nt you a skull of Oli- 
ver Cromwell here V* ** No, madam,** Veplied the man 
of jeaming and antiquity ; ** l)eare me," said she, '* I 
wonder atdiat, for they Jiave a very fine one in the mu- 
seum at Oxford." There are also some curious religious 
utensils,' which Were used by the anciciit natives of the 
north. Such is u sketch of the Danish gallery and mu- 
seum, which is wortliy the notice of the traveller. 

In order to have a better view of the city, upon leav- 
ing the museum, I ascended by an external spiral stair- 
case, the top of the church in Christian-haven, one of the 
quarters 75f Copenhagen ; from this eminence tire vieSv 
was delightful ; the city, its palaces, 'churches, docks, 
arsenals, and the little £)utch town which lay about two 
English miles off ; the roads, the shores of Sweden, and 
the Sound embellished with ships, lay like a map below 
me. Immediately uhdemeath us we saw a funeral pre- 
cession of a piindpdl inhabitant, proceeding to that 
** dark and narrow house, whose ma;rk is one gi^y 
atone ;*' the cofBn, covered with a pall, was placed upon 
a bier, surmounted with acanopy, which moved upon four 
tittle biT>^d wheels, and was drawn by a pair of horses. I 
regretted to observe that the Danes pursue the same per- 
nicious custom which obtains in England of burying their 
dead in the city. There are people who live in the tow- 
er of the church, to give signals in case of fire breaking 
out, of which the Danes have k great dread, for no peo- 
ple have su'Sered more from its destructive visitation. 
A precautionary warning to the inhabitanU to take care of 
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.rthelr fires and candleS) and a Iqng string of Uessmga'iqxHi 
the. heads of all the, royal family of Denmark, constitute 
the elaborate subject of the watchman's comment aiter he 
ha3 announced the. time. Notlung can . be more annoy- 
. ing to a fatigued- stranger than his noisy .and melancholy 
ditty every half-hour ; but the police is admli^blct and 
] the city safe at all hour^ of the night. This church was 
. the only one which was worthy of notice, ^ The Lu- 
theran religion seldom arrays herself in the graceful 
drapery of the arts ; confiding in the purity of her pre- 
cepts, and the devotional spirit of her unaspiring follow- 
ers, she is satisfied if her shed but repel the storm of the 
heavens ; nor does she seek to attn^ct the wanderer to 
her temple, by the elegant and expressive powers of thae 
architect, the painter, and . the statuary. The Exchange 
is a large ancient building of brick ; within are little 
shops, very much resembling Exeter Change, in Lon- 
don, but more commodious and handsome. At th^ en- 
trance nearest to the burnt palace the merchants assem- 
ble. In this quarter of the town there are some' excel- 
lent pastry shops, where the English and other foreign 
news-papers ai^e taken in. The beautiful appearance of 
the evening attracted us to Fredericsberg, the palace of 
which is small, and stands upon an emmence*; the gai-- 
dens slope from its terrace : they are ccmfined, but 
tastefully arranged ; the Crown Prince shares the de- 
light they afibrd in common with the meanest of his 
subjects. 

As the King resided at this time in the palace we could 
not see it, and fvQta all that 1 could learn we had not 
much occasion for regret. . He passes much of his time 
here, which he divides between billiards, romances, and 
his fiute ; he enjoys good healtli* but his mind is so infirm 
that his royal functions seldo|n exceed the signing of 
state papei's. I was much diss^pcdnted in riot having the 
honor of being presented to the Cix>wn Prince, who at 
this time was in Holstein with that able and excellent 
minister Count Bernstoff. The Prince jjs virtually the 
sovereign of the kingdom, as his father J^as for many 
yeals presented only the phantom of a king: Thb mis- 
fortunes of the august mother of the Prince, Ijis virtues 
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and his -wisdom unite to render him very interesting to 
wi Englishman. In person I was informed that he was 
short and slender, his eyes are of a light blue, hi«, nose 
aquiline, his face singularly fair, and his hair alitiost 
white ; his mindis very capacious, cultivated, and active : 
his disposition is very amiable ; and in the discharge of 
his august duties he is indefatigable. He is an enemy to 
dissipation and parade, and avoids the latter upon all but 
necessary occasions ; his virtues constitute his guard of 
honor, and excite distinction and respect wherever he 
moves : in his youth he was a prince of great promise, 
and every blossom has ripened into fniit. At the age of 
uixteen he effected a revolution in the councils, and crush- 
ed the powerful ambition of the sanguinary Juliana Ma- 
ria, and consigned her intriguirfg and turbulent spirit to 
the shades and seclusion of F•^iedensberg, by a master- 
piece of discretion, eloquence^ and policy. 

If the Prince has any fault, it is that the does not suffi- 
ciehtly oppreciate the genius of his country, which is 
more commercial than military. Inipelledby a martial 
enthusiasm, he appears to consider the encouragement of 
commerce, as an object less worthy of his notice, than 
the discipline, and perhaps superfluous augmentation of 
his troops, whose energies will in all human probability, 
he long confined to defensive operation ; yet in another 
inode this prince has sagaciously consulted* the interests 
of his countiy and the happiness of his people, by ab- 
staining from any material participation in those conflicts, 
which liavc so long deteriorated the interests of the rest 
of Europe. Small an size and resources, Denmark has 
every thing to lose and nothing to gain. A dwarf amongst 
giants, had she moved in the general confusion, she 
would have been crushed by some powerful foe, or trod- 
den upon by some ponderous ally. The king's daughter 
is married to the Prince of Augustenbourg, and is spoken 
of as a very beautiful and accomplished woman. The 
daughters of Prince Frederic, the brother of the king, and 
the favorite son of Juliana Maria, are also much beloved 
and admired. 

The court days in summer are few ? in winter there Is 
* levee Oiice a fonriight : on these days there are suppers, 

E 
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vjbcu strangers, upon the presumption of their having 
tjife nrnk. of Colonels, are invited. At this meeting the 
iiumber of men and women is equal, and all precedence, 
except that of the royal family, is determined by drawing 
lots as at a bail in England. In the winter, when people 
Aggregate from, necessity together, the social meetings in 
Copenhagen are said to be very frequent and delightful, 
and the miiusters are very polite to strangers well intro- 
duced. 

The action jf the 2d of April was of too short a dura- 
tion to produce any otlier impression on the country 
than a. temporary irdtation, and the event of that day 
"^ught her the impoli<?y and danger of departing from a 
state of unequivocal neutrality ; at the same time it dis- 
played to the itv^orld what never yet was questioned, the 
yalor and enthusiastic patriotism of, the Danes. It will 
be considered, however, as somewhat singular, that for 
^wo successive years, they commemorated the return of 
that day, as a day of victory. A whimsical Dane adopted 
another mode of softening the affair, by endeavoring to 
prove, what was his own irremovable conviction, that 
Lord Nelson was of Danish extraction. They now, how* 
ever confine themselves to the glory of a gallant but una- 
vailing resistance, and in a little lapsfe of time their love 
for the English will return to its former channels. 

The conduct of England upon this memorable occa- 
sion, reminds me of the policy of a certain fashionable 
school-master who had the care of three pupils of dis- 
tinction, a duke, a viscount, and a baronet ; the boy of 
the highest rank, who was the oldest and the'inost itiis* 
chievous, during the abselftce of the learned doctbi', pre- 
vailed upon his comrades to spend an evening at a fash- 
ionable bagnio ; the doctor unexpectedly returned in the 
interim, and upon discovering where his pupils had been, 
felt a reluctance in VKpunding the Jiigh feelings of the 
duke and viscount, and visited the sbis of all three upon 
the hapless lower seat of honor of the poor Uttle baronet. 
Thus Russia and Sweden led Denmark into the northern 
confederacy against the supremacy of the British flag, 
and Lord Nelson, whipped the latter for the presurop* 
tioh of all the parties to the said league. Denmark has* 
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Teaped the fruits of her neiitrafity, and without fatig;uinp^ 
the reader by a long string of comparative exports an4 
imports, nothing can be clearer than that her interests 
have been in a state of progressive amelioration for seve- 
ral years past. The radical emancipation of her peasant- 
ry has remunerated her with a merited reward, the love 
of a free people, and the happy results of unshackled en- 
terprize. This blessing has not only been felt) but ex- 
pressed. , 

A few miles from the capital, on one side of the pub- 
lic road, is a plain and simple monument, expressiveof 
the condition of those who raised it : it was erected by the 
peasants of the late Count BemstofiP^ in gratitude iTor their 
liberation : 

^Tis liberty alotie that gives the flow'er 
Of feting Hfe its lustre and perfume ». 
And we are weeds without it. Cowpkk. ^ 

Curiosity led me one day into the principal court of 
judicature : it was a handsome large room, in a range of 
buildings in which the governor of the city resides : the 
throne was in front ; twelve judges presided attired in 
rich costume : there were only two advocates present, 
who wore embroidered capes and blue silk gowns* The 
laws of Denmark, with an exception to the forest laws, 
are simple and wholesome, and are impartially adminis- 
tered, although the king is despotic. Justice does not 
appear, preceded by Corruption, and followed by Famine. 
There is. one law in Denmark which restrains the tyran- 
ny of parents towards their children, that deserves to be 
particularly mentioned : No parent can, by his own act, 
disinherit bis child : if he thinks that his son will disho- 
nor him, and dissipate his fortune, he cannot change the 
usual channel of his property, without applying to the 
sovereign for permission, who, in council, cautiously 
considers the allegation and answer ; and thus the refu- 
sal or permission is the result of a public process. Ad- 
mirable as the laws of England are, it would be well if 
such a law as this, adapted to the genius of the constitu- 
tion, could be introduced. Alas I In England, how often 
ie the happiness of an excellent child sacrificed to the 
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unnatural caprice or pride of an angry, foolish, merccna* 
ry parent ! 

The mildness of the Danish government is such, that^ 
when the king and a subject, as is frequently the case, 
happen to be engaged in litigation, respecting titles to. 
land, the judges are recommended, if the point be dubi- 
ous, to decree in favor of the subject. A short time be- 
fore we arrived, a woman had been found guilty of mur- 
der, and she was sentenced only to four years of solitary 
confinement.' The Crown Prince is unwUIing to see the 
sword of justice stained with human blood : he is merely • 
ful almost to a fault ; 

T!ie quafity of mercy is hot' strained ; 
It droppeth, as the gentle rain f»*om h*tav*n. 
Upon the plac^ beneath. It is twice blessed .^ . 
It blesseth him that gives, and him that take<.. 

The internal taxes are raised brt-educed'at the discre- 
tion of the king, which with the customs and tolls upon 
exports and imports, the duties paid by foreigners, and 
his own demesne lands and cohfiscaticnis, constitute the 
revenues of >the crown. The land tax ad valorem is admr- 
i^bly managed in Denmark, by which the soil is. char* 
jged according to its fertility, which is estimated by the 
quantity of grain required to sow a certain quantity oC 
land. This tax is formed into classes : the peasants have 
no assi^able property in the soil, like tenants in England 
upon loi% leases j they contract with their landlord ta 
cultivate 6o much land, in the manner prescribed by the 
ordinances respecting agriculture, and pay their rent ei- 
ther in money or provision. Such is the law npw, that 
they can experience no oppression : 

Princes and Lords may flourish or may fade, 
A breath can make them as a breath hath madef 
But a bold Peasantry, their Country's pride« 
When once destroy 'd caji never be supjpUed. 

The hospitality of the numerous and highly respecta- 

.ble family of the De Conincks, the principal merchants 

at Copenhagen, would not suffer us to quit the capital* 

without visiting their beautiful seat called Dronningaaid 



CffAP.4J NORTHERN SUMMER. 53 

or Queen's palace. As we reserved Sunday for this little 
country excursion, we learned, not without some incon- 
venience, that the Danes are remarkably rigid in their 
observance of the hours of worship. On that day during^ 
divine service no one is permitted to quit or enter the 
city but at one gate. Immediately after we had passed 
the wrong draw-bridge, the clock struck eleven, and the 
gate closed upon all erratic sinners ; this unlucky event 
compelled us to go round the ramparts, and make a de- 
viation of several miles. Thoroughly impressed as I 
am with the necessity of preserving the sanctity of the 
Sabbath, I must confess I am at a loss to see the utility of 
barring gates to keep religion in. This expedient ap- 
pears to me as useless as that of a burgomaster, who, 
upon a favorite lady flying to him in tears to tell him 
that her canary bird had escaped from its cage, ordered 
the drawbridges of the town to be raised to prevent the 
elopement of the little fugitive. The gates are shut in 
summer at twelve, and in winter at seven at night* 

Dronningaard is the first private resic^nce in Denmark, 
lies about sixteen English miles from the city ; the 
grounds, which are very extensive, and tastefully laid 
out, slope down to a noble lake, twelve English miles in 
circumference, and is skirted with fine woods, and ro- 
mantic country houses. At the end of a beautiful walk I 
was struck with the appearance of an elegant marble 
column, on a tablet affixed to which was inscribed ; 

" TMs Monument is erected in gratitude to a mild and . 
beneficent Gavermmenty under whose aus/iicea 
I enjoy the blessings that surround me J* 
In another part of the grounds, in a spot of deep seclu- 
sion, we beheld the ruins of a hermitage, before which 
was the channel of a little brook, then dried up ; and a 
fittle further, in a nook, an open grave and a tomb-stone. 

The story of this retired spot deserves to be mention- 
ed. Time has shed many winter snows upon the roman- 
tic beauties of Dronningaard, since one who, weary of the 
pomp of courts and the tumult of camps, in the prime 
of life, covered with honors 'and with fortune, sought 
from its hospitable owner permission to raise a seques- 
tered cell, in which he might pass the remainder of hit 

ES 
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izyt in all the austerities aad piivution of «^ anchorite-. 
This singular man had long, previous to the ' revolution 
in Holland, distinguished himself at the bead of his ]*egi« 
mentj but in an unhappy moment the love of aggran- 
disement took possession of his heart, and marrying un* 
der its influence, misery followed : and here, in a little 
wood of tall firs he raised this simple fabric : moss 
warmed it within, and the bark of the birch defended it 
without; a stream of rock water once ran in a bedtjf 
pebbles before the door, in which the young willow dipt 
its leaves ; and at a little distance from a bed of wild rot 
ses the labem^m gracefully rose and suspended her yelr 
low flowers : he selected an adjoining spot foi^ thie depo- 
sitory of his remains when death 



like a lover's pitich 



That hurts, but is desir'd, 

should have terminated all his sufferings here. "Every 
day he dug a small portion of his grave until he had fin- 
ished it : he then composed his epitaph in Freiich, and 
had it inscribed il^on a stone ; the reader I think will be 
pleased with it in the English dress which it has received 
from the distinguished pen of William Hayley, Esq. : 

THE HERMIT'S EPlTAFH; 

Here may he rest, who, shunning scenes of strife, 
5joy'd at Dronningaard a<Hennit's life ; 
The faithless splendor of a court he knew^ 

And all the ardor of the tented field. 
Soft Passion's idler charm, not less untrue, 

And all that listless Luxury can yield. 
He tasted, tender Love t thy chaster sweet ; 
Thy promised happipess^ prov'd mere deceit. 
To Hymen's hallov/'d fane by Reason led, 

He deem*d the path he trod, the path of bliss 4 
Oh ! ever mourn'd mistake ! from int'rest bred, 

Its dope was plung'd in Misery^s abyss. * 
Biit Friendship offer'd him, benignant power. 
Her cheering hand, in troulole's darkest hour. 

Beside this shaded stream, her soothing voice- 
Bade the disconsolate again r^oice •: 
Peace in his heart revives, serenely sweet J 

The calm content so sought for as his choiCijf 
QjJits him no ''more iathis Woy'd rctrwt. • • • 
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In this singular Bolitade he pa&sed Miveml years, when 
the plans of his life became suddenly reversed, by a let- 
ter of recal from his prince, which contained the most 
flattering expressions of regard* The wishes of his sove- 
reign apd of his country w^re imperative, he flew to Hol- 
land, and at the head of his regiment fought and fell. 
The night preceding his departure, he composed a fare- 
well to the enchanting scenery in whose bosom he had 
found repose^ which as an affectionate remembrance of 
the unfortunate hermit, is inscribed upon a tablet of mar- 
ole, raised in a little grove not far from the hermitage ; 
for the following translation I am iiidebti^d to the poetic 
and elegant mind of Leigh Hunt, Esq. ; 

FAREWELL t)F.THE HERMIT OF DRONNINGA ARU 

Vain would life's pilgrim, ling'ring on his way, 
Snatch th« Short respite of a summer's day ;' 
Pale Sorrow, bending o'er his sad repose, 
' Still finds a tear in ev'ry sheh'ring rose : 

Still breaks his dream, and leads th' «inwilUag slave 
To weep, and wander to a distant grave. 
E'en he, whose steps sioce life's ungenial mom 
Save found no path unfretted with rude thorn ; 
From all he lov'd must turn his looks away, 
Far, far from tliee, fair Dronningaard, must stray. 
Must leave the Eden of his fancy's dreams, 
Its twilig!it groves and long-resounding streams ; 
Streams, where the tear» of.foftd regret have ran. 
And back return to sorrow and to man ! 
O yet once more, ye groves, your sighs repeat, 
And bid fare-sveU to these reluctant feet : 
Once more arise, thoo soft, thou soothing wave. 
In weeping murmurs, ere I seek my grave j • 
Ere yet a thousand social ills I share* - 
Consuming war, and more consuming care, 
Pleasures that ill conceal their fiKure pains. 
Virtue in want, blest Liberty in chains. 
Vice, proud and powerful as the winter's wind. 
And adl the dire deliriums of mankind. 

Yet e'en this heart may hail its rest to comt ; 
Sorrow, thy reign is ended in the tomb ! 
There close the eyes, thiit wept their fires away ; 
There drop the hands that dasp'd to mourn and pra/ ; 
There skepd'the restlessness *" aching hearts ; 
There Lore, th«iyr?int,.^bfajipi ?ill his diirtts 1 
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O grant me. heav'n, thus sweetly to repose I 
• ns thus my soul shaU triumph o'er rts w°!V.. , 
Spring from the world, nor drop one pamful tear 
On aU it leaves, on aU it treasures here j 
Save once, perhaps, when pensive moonltght fleam. 
. SvrD^tasaard'smeekshadesandmurmuTingstreams, 

Thft sacred grief, to dear remembrance true. 
6'et her soffflow'rs may ^^edits gentlest dew. 
May once in sounds, that soothe the suff rmg mmd. 
Breathe its lorn murmurs through the solemn wind , 
Lament, sweet spot, thy charms must w.ther'd be. 
AndUn^e'eB&omheay'ntoiighfortheel 

The dispatch with which nature pushes on her TCgete- 
tioninthel. cold cUtnates is amazing : this deb^f-; 
snot which was now in full foilage, presented nothing 
Sn^e^ branches a fortnight before. Iq^f^D/^^ 
S^ard with almost as much regret as did the devoted 

- - ^-«k-«>ihe Crown-battery was very interesting. A 
young Danish office^-^^Oio was present at the battle ot tne 
second of April, pointeTSitrtifiK^^spective positions ot 

the fleets and block ships, and descrlW^^^h 6^^^^ ^^2,?^' 
and liberality the particulars of the enlgg^^^^V, /!^\ 
formidable battery is about half an £n&^^^^L^^^^^ 
shore, is square, and the water flows into tflfJJ?^ ^ 
it ; it is now very rapidly enlarging, and underg^^^ ^t 
alterations as will n^ke it a place of great strengL" , t ^ 
is also in contemplation to raise a fresh battery ^v.j^^ 
southward in addition to that called the lunette. l 
harbor is very capacious and safe. The holm or arseL^ 
is not shewn without the permission of the admira}. Iv. 
ships in ordinary are finely arranged and make a gallaT 
fthow : a gallery or narrow bridge, resting upon pil<^ 
Tuns on each side of the line, which is patrolled day ai^ 
night. The magazines, forges, and workshops are iipcfj 
an admirable construction ; each ship has her diflerelL^ 
magazine, containing all the materials for her rapici 
equipment. This depot is furnished with iron frorrT 
Norway, hemp from Riga, cloth from Russia and Hol- 
land, and wood from Pomeraiiia. The rope-walks are' 
each a thousand feet loQg. As I was enjoying, one flne 
a&ernooD} a row in that (art of the haxbQr where the w* \ 
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senal is, and notlring can be more beautiful or interest- 
in.^ than such an excursion, I observed a man of war 
lying near the quay of a peculiar construction : slie swel- 
led amazingly in the upper sides, forming a considerable 
portion of a circle, for the purpose of enabling her to- 
bring sevei^ai of her after guns to act with her bow guns 
or with her stem chasers : she had aTery clumsy appear- 
ance, and I» was informed, that the experiment had not 
answered the wishes of government. The number of 
iiierchant vessels we saw at the quay confirmed the ac- 
count we received of the magnitude of the Danish com- 
merce. Nature, which' has broken the kingdom inta 
islands, has instinctively made the Danes merchants and' 
sailors : their principal foreign trade is with France, Por- 
tugal, and Italy, and the East and AVest Indies: their 
principal domestic trade is with Norway, and even with 
Iceland, which, to all but its patriotic and contented na- 
tive, is a most deplorable country, the very outskirts of 
the world. The seamen are registered^ and are divided 
into two classes, the stationary sailors who are always in 
the employ of the crown ; the others are, in times of 
peace, permitted to enter into merchant ships, subject to 
recal in case of war, and have a small annual stipend. 
The academy of marine cadets forms one of the palaces 
in the Octagon ; it was founded by Frederic V. Here^ 
and at an hotel which belongs to it, sixty youths are main- 
tained and instructed in the principles of navigation, at 
the expense of the crown. X here are also several other 
yoiuig gentlemen admitted* to the school,' but are not 
maintained there. Every year several of these- gallant 
pupils make a cruise in ebiig of war^ that they may blend- 
practice with theory.. The academy of land cadets is 
pretty nearly upon the same* establishment : fifty boys 
are maintained and educated for a military life, by the 
crown, and others are admitted to the school, but main- 
tained at their ovm expense.. The former are well fedt 
but are never permitted to drink tea. In the academy is 
a riding house, and in the adjoining stables eight horses 
are kept for the use of the young pupils in the art of 
viding^ 
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In the course of my rambles I visited the citadel, which 
is small and stands at the extremity of the city, and con- 
tains two battalions ; it has two gates, one towards the 
eily, and the other towards the country ; the latter is well 
fortified by five bastions. Adjoining the chapel is the 
dungeon in which the Count Struensee was confined ; 
it is indeed a most dismal hole ; it was here that he light- 
ened the weight of his chdhs and the horrors of impri- 
sonment by his flute, upon which, so little apprehensive 
"v^as he of his impending fate, that his favorite air was. 
from the Deserteur, beginning with Mourir c*e8t notre 
deimier reaaort. Upon quitting this melancholy abode 
we i*equested the soldier who conducted its to shew us 
that of his unhappy fellow-sufferer ;^andt t he accord- 
ingly led' us through a glooniy stone passage, and after 
unlocliing and unbarring a massy door conducted us up 
a winding stone staircase inta the cell, where, to iny sur- 
prise, a sun-beam slanting through a small grated win- 
dow, presented to us the figure of a man of respectable 
appearance, and of about the middle age of life, emacia- 
ted by long confinement and bowed down by grief/ As 
we . approached him a faint blush partially spread over 
his sallow cheek, and a tear stood in his eye, which he 
endeavored to conceal witli his hand, arid with a bow of 
humiliation turned from as to a little bird cage which he 
'Was constructing. We apologized for our intrusion, 
and hastily turning towards the door, we beheld a beau- 
tiful boy standing near it, apparently about eight years 
old : his look at once explained that the prisoner was his 
father : the face of this little child of sorrow vras the 
most artless and expressive I ever beheld. As we de* 
scended he followed, and when at the bottom of the stairs^ 
we asked him why he looked so pale, the little creature 
replied in French, « Ah, Sir! I look so because I have 
just recovered from a fever ; I do not always look so : 
I shall soon be well, but my poor papa never will." We 
put money in his hand, and begged him to take it to his' 
father ;. this he immediately returned saying, « No, .sir, 
indeed I must not, my father will be angry with me.** 
All our efforts were in vain ; it was a scene of affecting 
mystery. The soldier took up the child and kissed it* 
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and bidding him return to his father, closed the door. He 
informed us that the prisoner had been convicted of for- 

^ gery, hut stated that there were many strong circumstan- 
ces in his favor. Oh, how I wished that that merciful. 
prince whose ears are ever more open to the sounds of 
suffering than of flattery, had heard what we heard 1 the 
looks and language of the little prattler would have 
pleaded for the wretched prisoner. 

The little ancient palace of Rosenberg, said to be built 
by Inigo Jones, attracted our.notice, the gardens belong>^ 

) iiig to which form, the principal town parade of the belBT 
and beaux of Copenhagen. The statues in these gar- 
dens are not worthy of notice^ although recommended to 
the notice of travellers by many of the Copenhagers. In 
the street adjoining are the barracks for the foot guards, 
and a covered hall for military exercise, of four hundred 
feet long. This Gothic edifice is principally remarkable 
for containing the room in which the King holds his an- 
nual bed of justice, and for the jewel office : the former is a 
long low room, the whole length of the building ; before 
the throne upon the floor stand three lions of massy silver, 
in diflerent attitudes as large as life, and excite a fine idea 
of barbarous grandeur : the walls are surrounded with 
large pieces of ancient tapestry, somewhat the worse for 
age, representing the exploits of the most military of the 
Danish monarchs in their wars with the Swedes. In a 
little room adjoining the hall are several services of plate^ 

. vases, wine-glasses, and goblets, in chrystal, which were 
presented to Frederic IV. by jthe Venetian States ; the 
collection is very valuable and tastefully arranged. In 
another small apartinxent, we saw the saddle of Christian 
IV. covered with pearls, said to be worth 30,000/. which 
he once aised upon a magnificent gala day in Copenha- 
gen. In th^ cabinet of jewels are the coronation chairs, 
crowns, and various valuable and curious assortments o£ 
jewelry ; but I was most gratified by a beautiful service 
of Danish porcelain, which was made in the new manu« 
factory of china, on which was exquisitely painted the 
Flore Dancis^, or the indigenous botanical productions of 
Denmark and Norway. We found it difficult to get ^ 
peep at this placed on account, as we were told^ of the 
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grand mftrshal of the <:o«rt always having the custody 
of the key. An old officer of the rank of colonel shewed 
the curiosities, and through th€ hands of an attendant 
received a ducat for his ttx>\4ble. 

From the palace I proceeded to the observatory, a noble 
round tower,- one hundred and twenty feet high, in which 
A spiral road of brick, nearly winds to the top, so that thus- 
far any one might ascend or descend on horseback with 
perfect ease and safety : at the topis the observatory of 
tjie celebrated Ticho Brahe. The instruments are good 
and in excellent condition ; amongst the telescopes there is 
one that is twelve Danish ieet long, and magnifies eight 
hundred times, made by Alh of Copenhagen. From 
this tower £^ young Dane precipitated himself, a short 
time before we visited it, and was dashed to pieces : at 
the school to which he belonged, the master had passed 
over his merits, as he too rashly thought, to compliment 
a boy of higher rank, but his inferior in learning. The 
wounded- sensibility of the former drove him to frenzy, 
and cattsed the melancholy catastrophe above related. 
Not far from the observatory Is the umversity library ; 
it contwns about four thousand volumes, they are chiefly 
upon theology and jurisprudence ; there are also about 
two thousand manuscripts, amongst the most rare of the 
latter is a bible in Runic characters. This library has 
an annual revenue of eight hundred crowns for the sole 
purpose of purchasing books, and is open to the public. 
The school of surgery is a ^mall, neat and handsome mo- 
dem building : under this roof a singular instance of 
acute sensibility happened a few years, since, which is 
Still mxich talked of : As Kruger, a celebrated anatomi- 
cal lecturer^ was addressing his pu^nls^he received a let- 
ter announcing the death of a very dear friend at Paris ; 
he was observed to be much agitated, and exdaimed, 
« I have received intelligence which I shall never long 
survive : I cannot recover the shock." His scholars, 
who very muchioved Mm, pressed round, atid bore him 
to his home in their arms, where he expired a few hours 
after. The hospital for secret lying*in, is a handsome edi- 
fice: here pregnant women, wiio have reasons for seeking 
concealment) arc received 4ipon paying a ^mali stipend; 
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they enter at night in masks, and are never seen but by 
those who are necessary to their comfort, and their names 
are never required. This is a noble institution, and is 
said to have produced a very visible diminution in the 
crime of infanticide. 

At the/fl*/<?* d'hote at Copenhagen, a stranger is at firet 
struck mth the appearance of noblemen with stars glitter- 
ing upon their breast, being seated at the same table with 
the rest of the company. This seldom occurs but in 
the summery when the heads of noble families who pass 
that season of the year at their chat^aus, come occasion- 
ally to town, where their houses are generally shut up 
till the winter.^ It was at one of these places that I met 
with an extraordinary instance of the ignorance in wliich 
a na^ve of one country may remain of the manners of 
another. A Danish gentleman, as he was picking his 
teeth with his^rA:, a deUcatv custom very p^-evalent up* 
on the continent amongst ajl classes, observed that he had 
heard the English women were very pretty, but he was 
confident that he never could love them : upon being 
pressed for his reason he replied, because he understood 
they were never seen without a pipe in their moutlf^ ! 
We told him that it was very true they had frequently 
fiifiee in their mouths, and very sweet ones too, but that 
ithey never smbaked : nay, so much did they abhor it, 
that they regarded the man with disgust who indulged 
himself ip ihe habit. 

At Copenhagen I had an opportunity of observiftgj 
that a Turk in a Lutheran country can get as gloriously 
drunk as a Christian. At a table (Thote which I fre* 
queated, we were occasionally amused by a little fat fol- 
lower of Mahomet, who had just arrived, with some ap- 
peai:ance of consequence, but with a suspicious applica* 
tion to the Danish- government : the mussulman very 
soon fbffgDt or defied thfc sumptuary provisioniB of the AI* 
coran, and became enamored "with some excellent port 
wine and English bottled porter 4 his libations, which 
were pretty copious, were generally followed by dancing 
andi^cking his-turfjan round the room 5 at length, he was 
suddenly told to look out for other quarters. A little fa- 
cetiou3 waiter was asked whether he had removed hiB»5 

F 



m NORTHEKN SUMMER. [Chap. ^ 

to prevent his fuither augmenting the anger of the 
prophet ? " I know nothing about his prophet," said he, 
*' all tliat I know is, that he has got no more money." 

After having penised the description which travellers 
have given of the grounds and house of Count Bemstoff, 
I was soriiewhat disappointed upon visiting them : the 
former are certainty finely wooded, and command a beau- 
tiful view of the Sound, but they are not laid out with 
much taste ; the latter is by n'o^neans splendid. I was 
more gratified with the King*s park, which is extensive 
and higliJy picturesque, as I was with the grounds and 
gardens of Prince Frederic, the King's brothers this 
«pot Is very delightful, and on account of the motley 
crowds whicb fiockto it, is in miniature (a very small one) 
mt once the Versailles and Greenwich-part of Denmark. 

The laws of Denmark prevent the gratifications of 
shooting : a young Dane, who had been in England, ob- 
served to me one day with a most serious countenance, 
that nothing couW e^cceed the impertinence of the hawks, 
who, availing themselves of the laws, flew into the room 
and killed his canary \nrd^ 

'A gloomy cudosity conducted us to the Rasp-house, 
where capital offenders are confined for life : the male 
convicts, some of whom were ironed, rasp and saw Bra- 
silwood and rein-deer's horns; the latter is used in soup. 
The females spin. The prisoners are separately confin- 
ed : the house of correction is on the right : here offen- 
<lers of both sexes are enclosed in the same room, many 
of them young and healthy, but strange to relate, I only 
saw one little child in the apartnient : they all looked 
neat and clean, and are made by their labor to cpntiibute 
towards their support. It has often surprised me that 
the latter arrangement has not been adopted in the prin- 
cipal prisons of England ; surely it is a subject well 
worthy the notice of the statesman. Wc have him- 
^dreds of miserable wretches shut up in confinement af- 
ter conviction, who, with the exception of picking 
oakum in some of the correctional houses, and that too 
in a very desultory and unprofitable manner, do nothing 
but render their depravity more desperate. Justice de- 
saands that their services^ if possibk^ should atone fiar 
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their crimes ; policy, that they should help to mainUiirt 
themselves ; and huYianity, that their health should be 
promoted by their labor^ 

The Admiralty-hospital, the Citizen-hospital, the Or- 
phans-house, and the hospkal of Frederic, are all very 
humane foundatioBs arni well maintained ; there i» 
nothing in them worthy of elaborate description. To an 
Englishman such establishments, and every other insti- 
tution by which misfoitune can be relieved, misery alle- 
viatedj and infirmity recovered, are proudly familiar to 
his eye : they constitute the principal beauty of every 
town and city in his country. Although the manufacto- 
ries of the north are much inferbr to those of the south, 
I must not omit to ipiention the gratification which wa 
derived from visiting the manufactory of china, which is 
very beautUul, and although in its infancy, is thought t(k 
rival those of Saxony, Berlin, and Vienna^ This manu- 
factory ^xmiished the beautiful service which we saw in 
the palace of Rosenberg : it is under the care of direcr 
tors, who very liberally and politely shew the whole of 
this very curious and elegant establishment to strangers. 

I did not leave Copenhagen without visiting the Dutch 
town in the isle of Amak, about two English miles fronv 
thexapital, which is inhabited by aboutfour thousand peo« 
pie, descendants from a colony from East Fricsland, who 
were invited to reside here with certain privileges, by 
one of the ancient kings of Denmark, for the purpose of 
uipplying the city with milk, cheese, butter, and vegeta- 
bles ; the neatness and luxuriance of their little gardens 
cannot be surpassed : they dress in the Dutch style, and 
are governed by their own laws. The road from this 
village to the city is constantly, crowded with these inde- 
fatigable people, who by their bustle and activity give it 
the appearance of a great ant-hill. In Denmark no other 
money is to be seen than the money of the country, the 
■e>^|fency of which is penally protected: I must except^ 
however, Dutch ducats which pass all over Europe, and 
are ^Sfery seldom below par. There is hei'e Q,/ilcntiful 
lack of gold and silver coin, and abundance of copper. 

Having seen most of the lions of Copenhagen, we pre- 
pared to bid adieu to pur friends, and to shape our course 
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Wvards Sweden : as a necessafy preliminary we exchan* 
ged our Danish money for Swedish small notes : the ex- 
change was about three per cent, in our favor ; bjr this 
precaution we obviated the difficulty of procuring change 
for large Swedish notes in the country, and tiie ihconven* 
ience (and not a small one it is) of carrying its coin. Wc 
also procured a servant who spoke Sweclish, which was 
very necessary, and purchased ropes and cross bars to 
enable ufl to construct a new harness and tackling in 
Sweden according to the custom of travelling there. 
When a man is about to set out on a long journey, it is 
a fortunate thing for him if some little pleasant or ric^c-^ 
\ilous event occur to set him off in good humor ; ho- 
thing therefore could happen more opportunely than the 
following /:ircumstance : Just before our departure we 
had occasion to go to a leather breeches maker, to which 
we were conducted by our lacqutt^ defilace : our gentle - 
tiian, who by the bye was an Italian, and the coolest of 
his countrymen, with the greatest scmg froid addressed 
himself very familiarly to the Baron B-- ) the Bavari- 
i(n minister, who was in the shop wh^n we entered, and 
at last begged to h^te the honor of introducing hini to 
us. We bowed to each other with a smile of astonish- 
ment Jtt the intrepid assurance (if our mutual friend. We 
took the road to ElsJneur, attended by several of our Co- 
penhagen friends, who begged to accompany us as far 
BS Ffederi'cksborg, where it was agi*eed that we should 
dihe and part. Every thing in Denmark is veiy desTt 
pretty nearly as much so as^in England^ 
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CHAPTER V. 

Fredericksborg^^SiorkS'^Fastidious 7nare9--^Foreat lawa 
-'^Penaldes of trttveUing'-^Prince William of Clottcet^ 
ter — Continental eqtd/iagci'~^Hamlet*9 Orchard'—^Cron" 
berg castU'-^Some affecting scenes which passed there-^^^ 
The farewell kiss — The gallantry of captain Macbridc 
— The Uttk court of Zell — The death, of the Queen Mu- 
tUda. 

^HMfE road from Copenhagen to Fredeiicksborg, dis- 
J^tant about sixteen English miles, is very beautifuly 
;i^ presents a fuxuiiant display of lakes, woods, corn- 
fields, and. forests of beech, oak, and fir. Before we 
reached that town, we passed, through, a forest of wild 
horses, some of whicl^ire saw ; they had a noble, rough 
appearance, and pressed a fine study for such a pen- 
cil as Gilpin^s.. WhDst our dinner was preparing we vis-' 
itedthe palace, a heavy and most incongruous massy 
pile of building, in which black mai^le contends with, 
red brick, and the simple graces of the Grecian order, 
with all the minute fretted perplexities of the Gothic j 
the whole is covered with copper, and was built by 
Christian IV..: it stands, in a lake, and seemft OM>e fit 
only for the residence of frogs, and I believe, with the 
exception of two old house-keepers, it has no other in- 
mates. The Sal de Chevalier is a very long room» 
crowded with paintings, badly arranged, and perishing 
with damp and mildiew : some of them seemed to de- 
serve a better fate. The pillars, which support the cor- 
nice of the fire-place in this room were once crowned 
with silver capitals, which the Swedes carried off in one 
ef their irruptions. In the chapel we saw the throne 
upon which the kings of Denmark were formerly 
iq^wned : the roof is most superbly jUt and decorated, 
and the walls are covered with the arnS^f the knights of 
the irst order.. As we passed thijiaglv one of the old. 
galleries, over a moat^ a gust of wind shook the crazy 
casement, and the great clock heavily struck its hour : 
it was altogether a place well suited for a second editiopi 

F % 
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of the exploits of Sir , Bertrand, or would form an ap- 
propriate academy for the spectre-lo.Ying pupils of the 
German school. • 

In the gloomy grounds o%this palace we again saw 
our old friend the stork : this subject of his Danish Ma- 
jesty generally quits his territories in October, and re- 
turns m Spring ; and what is singular, he always returns 
to his own nest. 

From this place we walked to the roysd stud, about 
half a mile distant, (the road to which was feicquisitely 
jpicturesque) where the king has two thousand fi^i^ors- 
cs, each of which is. disfigured, by being marke 
a large letter on one side of the haunch, and the 
his birth on the other. There is here a beautiful 
very rare breed of milk-white horses : they always here 
together, and the mares will not permit the stalions of 
any other breed to approach the^ I have been inform- 
ed thit there is a similar breed m the i^and of Ceylon^ 
There is as much good nature as' policy m the permis- 
sion which his Danish Majesty grants to all the farmers, 
to have their mares covered by his finest stallions gi*atui- 
tously ; hence the fine br&d of horses in Denmark, the 
keep of which happily for that noble animal, is the only 
cheap thing in the kingdom. 

This part of the country Is ssdd to abound more in 
game than any other, but although the fbrest-lawspr^vail 
with all their rigor in Denmark Proper, except that the 
punishment of death is commuted into perpetual impris- 
onment, yet there is but little game, aiid but little in- 
crease in the breed of deer. . It is a just retribution for 
the severity of the prohibition. After a glass of excel- 1 
lent Btirgtmdy, which, as it was the signal of departure, 
aeemed' to lose half its flavor, we pressed our excellent 
friends by tRc handsj and proceeded on the road to El- 
«ineur. 

It is one of thp^^enalties of travelling, and a painfd' 
one it is, to* meet ^ithhere and there a being; who de- 
li^tSy attaches^ anH is gone for eveA It waS ev^n so 
with ohefrom whom I parted on this very spot, in all 
human probability^-Reyjer more to meet on' this side the 
^ave. He waa a youthTliif^ gei^itisi; accomplished, 
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diffident, gentle, brave, and' generous t he came from 
the region of mountains and cataracts, from the Swiss- 
erland of the north, where the winter sno^ is seen un- 
disturbed to settle on theinaked breast of the hardy and 
happy peasant. I mii^t again borrow the language of 
my adored Shakespeare, t« paint my iloble young Not- 
r tregian : 

^ His head unmellowM, bat his judgment ripe ^. 
And in % vord (for far behind his worth 
Come all the praises that I now bestow). 
He wa3 complete in feature and in mind, 
' With all good grace to 'grace a gentleman."' 



m* 



Wy memory will long dwell with delight upon the name 
of Knudtzon. • 

Time would not admit of our seeing Fredericsvaark, 
which i^ near this pl^W^ The cannon-foundery and man- 
ufactories were established by General Claussen, who, 
by his skill and perseverance, has triumphed over the 
most formidable difficulties of local situation : the whole 
is at present under the si^pcrintendance of our ingenious 
countryman, Mr. English. . It is said that this establish- 
Tneht can completely eqiiip a' f^ty gun ship in two 
months, in all her g^ns, powder, and stores. 

The country houses, many of which we passed, are 
generally built of Hvood, painted red or light yellow : 
they seldom exceed V^o stories, frequently containing 
only a suit of ground floor apartments, and are fir more- 
com^fortable within, than haiidsome without. Some- 
times they are built of brick, when the fraihe and tim- 
bers are viiiblb, and have a very unpleasant appearance. 
The gardens are in general formally, laid out, and the 
garden tdoor is'remarkable for beings formed of a frame 
covered with fine^ wire netting, through Which the 
grounds behind fcppear as through a muslin veil, and the 
gardeh railing is ahnost invariably heayy and tasteless. 
, Through a forest of fine beech, the sun shining glori- 
ously, and making the trunk of many a tree look like' a 
pillar of gold, and illuminating the casement of many a 
iximantic little cattage, we reached the palace of Fre- 
densborg, or the Mansion of Peace ; it stands m a val- 
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ley, and vr^ts^ the retreat of the remorseless Juliana Ma» 
ria, after the young Crown Prince had taken possessioti 
of the reins of government, which, having stained with, 
blood, she vainly endeavored to retain. Here in solitude 
she resigned her breath. No doubt her last momepts 
were agonized by the compunctious visitings of cbnr. 
science, for the wrongs which she had heaped up«n the 
unfortunate Matilda, and her savage sacrifice of Struen- 
see and Brandt. The grass was growing in the court, 
and Upon the steps. The buUding is a large square 
front, surmounted with a dome, and extensive crescent 
wings ; the whole is of brick, stuccoed white.. The 
wind9W-shutters were closed, and the glass ih several 
places broken ; all looked dreary and. desolate x aftc^j 
thundering at the door with a stick, we a^ length gained* 
admittance. The apartments were handsome, stnd con- 
tained several good Flemish paiminjs.. The domestic 
shewed us, with great exultation^he hall in which the 
Crown Prince entertained Prince William of^Gloucester 
with a grand dinner about two years before.. The Danes 
always mentioned this Prince with expressions of regard 
and admiration, that shewed how. favorable were the im- 
pressions created by his amiable deportment and engag- 
ing manners during his visit to Dbnmark. The gardens 
and woods are, very beautiful, but neglected, and gently 
slope down to the extensive lake of Esserom. As we 
roved along, the birds, with plaintive melodies, hailed 
the moist approach of evening, and our time just adr 
mitted of our vising, which, we did with real satisfac;* 
tlon,a vast number of statues, whicih are circularly rang* 
ed in an open space surrotmdedby shrubs, representing 
th^ various costumes oi the Norwegian peasantry : some 
of them appeared to be admirably chisieled. 

ypon returning to the carriage, the images of what> 
I had just seen produced the following lines : 
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PREDEJ^BORGy 

m 

THE DSSEBTED PALACE OF THE LATE qUEEK DOVAGS^- 

JCLIANA MARIA. 

Blest art the ste^ of Virtue's queen ! 
Where'er she moves fresh roses bloom. 
And when she droops, kind Nature pourf. 
Ber genuine tears in gentle showVs, 
That love to dew the willow green 
That over-canopies her tomb. 

But ah ! iio willing mourner here 
Attends to tell the talc of woe : 
Why is yon statue prostrate thrown^ 
Why has the grass grecn'd o'er the stofkc, 
Why '^inst the spide^'d casement drear 
So Millen seems the wind, to blow 3 

How mournful was the lonely bird. 
Within yon dark neglected grove' ! 
Say, was it fancy ? From its throat 
Issu'd^k' strattge and cheerless note ; ' . 
^was not so sad as grief I heard,. 
Kor yet so wildlgr sweet as love. 

Iti the deep gloom of yonder dell, 
Ambition's Uood'-stainM victims sigh'd : 
While time beholds, without a tear, 
iTell Desolation hovering near* 
Whose angry blusheis seem to tell, . 
Here Juliana shuddVing died. 

As we descendied to Elsinetir, tlie town, the Sound, en-* 
Ifvened'by shipping al anchor and under sail, and the 
shores of Sweden, presented ari enchanting prospect, 
which the brilliancy of the skf at this season of the ycaf, 
in these northern climates, enabled me to contemplate 
till midnight.. Thfe next morning as I was, quitting my 
hotel to take another ramble, the Governor of Copenha- 
^n, Prince W., and his Princess and suit, who had been 
spending the preceding day at Elsineur, were setting off 
for the capital : they were all crammed into a shabby 
coach, jirawn by six horses in rope. harness. It is aston- 
ishing* hoW little a handsome travelling eciuipage is un- 

it 
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derstood upon the continent. The town, which is prin-^ 
cipaHy built of brick, is large, and has a very respectable 
apf)earance. 

The gardens of Marie Lyst, or Maria's Delight, which 

arc within half an English mile ot'Elsineur, cannot fail 

to prove very interesting to every^admirer of ourimmor- 

^ * tal Shakespeare. I here trod upon the very spot, where, 

with all the uncertainty of antiquity, tradition asserts that 

the'Father of Hamlet was murdered : that affecting dra- 

, .iria is doubly dear to me. Its beauties are above all eulo- 

^ '' gium ; and I well rememlier, the desire of seeing a ghost 

occasioned its being the first I ever beheld. As I stood 

Bnder the shade of a spreading beech, tlie " Majesty ,of 

buried Denmark** seemed to say to the afflicted prince t^ 



Sleeping^ within my orchard^ 



My custom always in the afternoon. 

Upon my secure hour thine uncle stole* 

With juice of cursed ^eberon in a vial. 

And in the porches of mine ears did pour 

The leprous distilment " 

Thus was I sleeping, by a brother's hand* 

Of life, of crown* of queen, at once dispatch'd'. 

Cut off, e'en in the blossoms of my sin, 

Unhousell'd, unappointed, unaneal'd. 

No reckoning made, but sent to my account 

With all my imperfections on my head. 

A more beautiful spot for such a frightful conferenct 
could not have been selected. The walks from this ccle- 
braited scene, to the tower which overhangs the cliff, and 
£h>m whence there is a fine view of Cronberg Castle> are 
.enchanting. There is a little chateau near Hamlet's 
Orchard belonging to the Crown Prince, who permits 
one of his cbam^berlains, called a kammerherr (a noble- 
man) to reside here : the symbol of his distinction is a 
singular one ; a golden key, fastened by a blue ribband 
to the back part of the body of his coat. 

The spires of the fortress of Cronberg, which appear- 
ed immediately below me, and the. battlement^.' upon 
which the hapless Matilda was pennitted to w^ during 
her confinement in that castle, excited an irresistible 
wish to lay before my reader a few of the mo^t affecting 
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> circumstances, which passed under its gloomy roof du- 
ring her captivity. 

, It is well known what neglect and suffering the Queen, 
in the bloom of youth and beauty, endured, from the fatal 
imbecility of the King's mind, and the hatred and jeal- 
ousy of Sophia Magdaftn, the grandmother, and Juliana 
Maria, the step-mother, of his Majesty ; and that the 
anger of the latter was encreased by Matilda's producing 
a prince, an event which annihilated the hopes that Juli- • 
ana cherished of seeing the elevation of her favorite son 
Prince Fredeiick, to the throne. The Queen, about this 
period, 1769, was saved from riian, only by attaching to 
her confidence the Count Struensee, who, sagacious, pe* 
netrating, bold, enterprising, and handsome, without the | 

pretensions of birth, had ascended to an unlimited power I 

over the will of the sovereign, had obtained the reins of \ 

government, and had far advanced with almost unexam- * 

^ pled celerity and unshaken firmness in reforming the 

f mighty abuses which encumbered and distorted the fi-, 
nance, the laws, the administration of justice, the police, 
the marine, the army, and the exchequer, and in short ev- 
ery department of government. Struensee restored the ' 
Queen to the bosom of her sovereign, and wkh the 
assistance of Count Brandt, the friend of Struensee, envi- 
roned the King, and made him inaccessible to every oth- 

": er peilten. His Majesty's great delight at this period 
arose from the society of a negro boy, and a little girl 

'; about ten years of age, who used to amuse him by break- 
ing the windows of the palace, soiling and tearing the , \ 
furniture, and throwing dung and turf at the statues in j 

the garden. Struensee experienceli the usual fate of re- 
formers, the abhorrence of those whom he corrected, and 

, the suspicions or indifference of the people whom he ' 

served. He dislodged a'nest of hornets : Juliana, with 
the keen unwearied vigilartii of the tyger-cat, watched 
her victims from the gloomy shades of Fredeneborg •; 
wher^^^rself and her party, consisting of Counts Ran- 
zau, ]SHIir,^and others, fixed on the 17th pf January, 
1773, to^b^ the career of their hated rivals : their sa- 
vage resolve was facilitated by the last fetal and infatua* 
Jted liaeasuq^yf Struensee, who beheld too late the phrea- 



zy of precipitate systems of reform : he prevailed upoQ 
the King to issue an edict empowering every creditor to 
arrest his debtor without reference to birth or I'aiik ; 
the nobility flew to their estates in 'all directions, with re- 
venge in tlieir hearts ; he terrified and grievously offen- 
'ded the mild and rigid citizens %f Copenhagen, by assir 
milating its police to that of Paris, and by disbanding the 
royal foot-guards, composed of Norwegians, for the pur- 
pose of drafting, them into, other regiments. His days, 
his hours, were no^ numbered ron the night of the 16th 
•<)f January, a magnificent ^a//i{zr/ was given at the great 
palace, since, as I have related, burned. The young 
*Queen never looked more lovely, she was the very souj 
iof this s^ene of festive grandeur ; 

. - •  . 

, Grace was in every step, heaven in her eye.' 

It was the collected brilliancy of the expiring flame. At 
three o'clock a dead silence reigned throughout the pa- 
lace : the conspirators, with several guards, passed the 
bridge over the canal, and surrounded the avenues. Ju» 
liana, Prince Fredej-ick, and Ranzait, went to the door of 
the King's apartmient, which at first the fidefity of a page 
in waiting refused to unlock ; they teriified the monarch 
by their representations of anampending plqt, and thrust 
into his hands for signature, the orders for seizing' the 
Queen, Struensee, and Brandt. Upon seeing tHHaame 
of Matilda upon the order, love and reason^for a moment 
took possession of the King's mind, and he threw the pa- 
per from him, but upon being ardently pressed, he sign- 
ed it, put his htad upon his pillow, pulled the bed-clothes 
^ver him, and in a short time forgot, what he had done. 
KoUcr proceeded to Struensee's room, and being a pow- 
-erful man, seized the latter by the throat, and with some 
assistance sent him and Brandt in a close cariiage^ strong- 
ly guarded, to the citadel. Ranzau and Colonel Eickstadt. 
opened the door of the Queen's chamber, and awt^.her 
from profound sleep to unexpected horror, ^'tifse sa- 
vage intruders are said upon her resisting to Ijftt^ struck 
her : the indecency and indignity of the scencroin scarce- 
ly be imagined ; after the Queen had hurried on her 
4^otliea, she was forced iato a carriage^ttended by a 

% 



fciAP. 50 NORTHERN' SUMMER. T^ 

squadron of dragoons, and Sent off to the fortress of 
Cronberg ; upon her annval, she was supported to her 
bed-chamber, a cold, damp, stone room : upon observing 
the bed she exclaimed^ " Take me away I take me away ! 
" rest is not for the miserable, there is no rest for me.*' 
After some violent convulsions of nature, tears came to 
her relief : " Thank God," said the wretched Queen, 
*' for this blessing, ihy enemies cannot rob me of it." Up- 
on hearing the' vdifce of her infant the Princess Louisa, 
who had been feeilt after her in' another carriage, she pres- 
sed her to her bosom, kissed her with the most impassion* 
ed affection, and bathed het with tears. " Ah ! art thou 
here?" said she, " poor unfortunate innocent; this ii 
indeed some^balm to thy wretched mother.** In the ca- ; 

pital a scene of terror, tumult, and forced festivity fol- I 

lowed : at twelve o'clock the next day, Juliana artd hef ' 
son paraded the King in his state coach, arrayed in his 
regalia^ through the principal streets, but only here and 
there a solitary shout of joy was heard. For three dayt 
the imprisoned queen refused to take any food, and 

<« Three times ^he crossed the shade of sleepless night.'* , 

It IS said that the King never once enquired for her, and 
now became the sole property of the infamous Juliana, 
who larded her treasure with the'eye of a basilisk. Tha ' 
. court^ Great Britaiti made a mild but firm communis 
cation upon the subject of the personal safety of tho» 
Queen : nine commissioners were appointed to examine 
the prilsoners : the following vrcre the principal chargef 
against Struensee. 

1 . A horrid design against the lifcbf his sacred M^ 
jcsty. 

2. An attemptto oblige the King to resign the crown.* 

3. A criminal conhectibn with the Queen. 

4. The improper* manner in which he had educated 
the Prince Royil. 

5. The great power andMecisive influence he had ac- 
tjuired in the government of the state. 

6. The maiuier in -^hich he used tRis power and inSu* 
etice in tUe adnunistratlon of affairs. 

G 
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Amongst the charges preferred against the Count 
Brandt was the following ndioulons one : 

" While the King was playing in his usual manner 
<' witli Count Bi:andt, the Count bit his Majesty's finger.'^ 

Four commissioners proceeded to examine the Queen, 
vihoy wit)i the wretched Constance, might haye exclaimed 



Here I and Sorrow sit. 



Here is my throne, let kings come bow to it. 

Her answers were pointed, luminous and dignified 5 sh# 
denied most solemnly any criminal intercourse with Stru* 
cnsee. S—, a counsellor of state, abruptly informed 
the Queen, that Struenst;^ had already signed a confes- 
sion in the highest degree disgraceful to the lionor and 
dignity of her Majesty. « Impossible I** exclaimed the 
astonished Queen, « Struensee never could make such 
*' a confession : and if he did, I here call heaven to wit- 
" ness, that what he said was false.". The artful S 
played off a master-piece of subtilty, which would have 
done honor to a demon : " Well then,'* said he, « as your 
^' Majesty has protested against the truth of his confes- 
" sion, he deserves to die for having so traitorously defi- 
*« led die saci^d character of the Queen of Denmark." 
This remark struck the wretched Princess senseless in 
her chair : after a terrible conflict between honoir and 
humanity, pale and trembling, in a faultcring voice she 
«aid, « And if I confess what Struensee has said to be 
^' true, may he hope for mercy ?" which words she pro- 
nounced vdth the most affecting voice, and with all the 
captivations of youth, be.auty, and majesty, in distress : 

S nodded, as if to assure her of Struensee's safety 

upon those terms, and immediately drew up her confes- 
sion to that effect, and presented it to her to sign ; upon 
this her frame became agitated with the most violent 
emotions ; she took up the pen andlbegan to write her 
namcj^ and proceeded as far as Carol—, when observing 
the malicious joy which sparkled in the eyes of S — -^-, 
she became convinced that the whole was a base strata- 
geiA, and, throwing jftvay the pen, exclaimed, *' I am de- 
*' ceived, Struensee never accused me, I.know him toa 
« well ; he never could have been guilty of so great « 
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" crime.** She endeavored to rise, but her strength fdled 
her, she sunk down, fainted, and fell back into her chair. 

In this state^ the barbarous and audacious S put the 

pen between her fingers, which he held and guided, and 
before the unfortunate Princess could recover, the letters 
— <na Matilda^ were added. The commissioners imme- 
diately departed, and l^eft her alone : upon her recover- 
ing and finding them gone, she conjectured the full hor- 
ror of her situation. 

To afford some coloring to the mock trial which fd- 
lowed) the advocate Uhldal was appointed her defender : 
his speech on behalf of the Queen, was in the highest 
degree able, pathetic, and convincing. Uhldal dis- 
charged such duties, as in a few years afterwards devolv- 
ed upon the eloquent Malsherbes, and with equal effect : 
the illustrious clients of both were pre-judged : it was 
the show of justice, not to investigate, but to give a spu- 
rious eclat to their fate. How opposite was this tribunal 
to that which Sheridan, in a blaze of eloquence, apostro- 
phized upon the trid of Wai^ren Hastings^ Esq. !r 
" From such a base caricature of justice," exclaimed 
the orator, " I turn my eyes with horror. I turn them* 
^ here to this dignified and high tribunal, where the IVIa- 
« jesty of real Justice sits enthroned. , Here I perceive 
** her in her proper robes of truth and mercy, chaste 
« and simple, accessible and patient, awful without se- 
** verity, inquisitive without meanness, her loveliest at- 
" tribute appears in stooping to raise the oppressed, and 
« to bind up the womids of the aiflicted." 

The grand tribunal divorced the Queen, and separated 
her for ever from the King, and proposed to blemish th« 
birth of the Princess Louisa, by their decree, and reduce 
the little innocent to tliat orphanage " which spriiv^s not 
" from the grave, that falls not from the hand of Provi- 
** dence, or the stroke of death ;" but the cruel design 
was never executed. Uhldal also exerted all the por/ers 
of his eloquence for the two unfortunate Counts. Hu- 
manity revolts at their sentence, which the unhnppy 
Kin^, it is said, signed with thoughtless gaiety : they 
had been confined from the seventeenth of January, and 
•n the twenty -eighth of March, at eleven o'clock, were 
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drawn out to execution in two separate carriages, in a 
. field near the east gate of the town : Brandt ascended 
the scaffold first, and displayed the most undaunted in- 
trepidity. After bis sentence was read, and his coat of 
OTHi.s torn, he calmly prayed a few minutes, and then 
ipoke with great mildness to the people. Upon the ex- 
ccutitHxer endeavoring to assist liim in taking off his 
pelisse, he said, "Standoff, do not presume to touch 
** me :•* he then stretched out his hand, \fhich, without 
shrinking from^the blow, was struck off, and almost at 
the same moment his head was severed from his, body. 
Struensee, during this bloody scene, stood at. the. bottomi 
of the scaffold in treJnbUng agony, and ^camc 45b feint 
.when his friend^s blood gushed ithrpughihe- boards, and 
.trickled down the steps, that he .wjas obliged Ito be sup- 
, ported as he ascended them : bere his courage wholly 
forsook him ; he several times drew back his ,hand, 
which was dreadfully maimed.before it wais cutoff, and 
at length te was obliged to be ^held. down before the ex- 
ecutioner could ^erfojTn his last office. . Ccr^ehh^-^-n 
^ *• . ^. ...... . .'^^^. — «^»,», 

was lu^eopled on the day of -this -savage sacrifice ; -but 
although the feelings of the vast cFo>vd whi^ surround- 
ed the scaffold, had been artfully wrought upon by Ju- 
liana and Iier partizans, they behcki -the scene of butch^ 
vry^ vith horror, and retired to their homes in sullen 
silence. Nothing but the spirited conduct -of ourthen 
ambassador, Sir Robert Keith, prevented the Queen 
Ifrcm heiiip; immolated ut the same time. 

On the 27th of May, a squadron of two ^British frig* 
4xtes and a cutter, under the command of the gaUant*Cap- 
tain Macbride, cast anchor off 'Helsin^ors, and en 'the 
oOth every thing was finally arranged -for therenKj^^I ^ 
the Queen : upon the barge being announced, she clasp- 
ed her infant daughter to her breast, and shed upon licr 
a shower of tears. The Queen then sunk into an ajipa- 
rent slupor ; upon recovering, she prepared to tear her» 
Kclfaway, but tlie voice, the smiles, and endearing mo- 
tians of the babe chained her to the spot ; at last, sum- 
monin|5 up all her resolution, she once more took it to 
her arms, and in all the ardor and agony of distracted 
i^ve, imprinted upon its lips the farewell kissj and r»- 
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tunung it to the attendant, exclaimed, " Away ! away I 
I now possess nothing here," tmtl was supported to the 
barge in a state of agony -vVhich baffles description. — 
Upon the Queen approaching the frigate, the squadron 
saluted her as the sister oT his Britannic Majesty, and 
when she came on board, Captain Macbride hoisted tl^e 
Danish colors, and insisted uponjthe fortress of Cronberg 
saluting her as Queen of Denrrt«rk, which salute was 
returned with two guns less. The squadron then set 
sail fiar'Stade, in the Hannrverian dominions, but, owing 
to conttiary winds, was detained within sight of the Castle 
the whoje day, and in the early pait of the folio wii^.g 
tnorning its spires were still faintly visible, and until 
they completely faded in the mist oT^^Ustance, the Queen 
^at uxw>n the deck, her eyes riTctted upon tliem, and her 
hands clasped in siieitt agony. Shall We follow the 
wretchied Matilda a little ^rther ? The path is solitary, 
Tcry short, and at the end of it is hertomh. Upon her 
ian<irng£rt Stade she proceeded to a little remote hunt- 
Jng seatxrpon the borders of the Elbe, where she remain- 
ed a few months, until the castle of Zell, destined for her 
future. i»esidence, was prepared for her: she removed to 
it in the autumn ; here her little court was remarked for 
its elegance and accomplishments, for its bounty to the 
peasantry, and the cliecrful serenity which reigned 
tiiroughout. The Queen spent much of her time alone, 
and having obtained the portraits of her children from 
Denmark, she placed them in a retired apartment, and 
frequently addressed them in the most affecting manner 
as if present. 

So passed away the time of this beautiful and accom- 
plished exile, imtil tl>e eleventh of May 1775, when a 
rapid inflammatory fever put a period to her afflictions 
in the twenty -fourth year of her E^e. Her coffin is next 
to that of the dukes of Zell. Farewell poor Queen I 

*» Ah .1 while we sigh we sink, and are what we deplore." 

G2 
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CHAPTER, VI. 

Cross the sound^Sxveden^-^Cinderella^s mice-^Rafiid tra* 
velling^'^Strange question''-^B.Qof'grazing^^'Misled^ by 
. the Ught'"-^ discovery'^-^ caution-^sd French hotel. 

THE traveller willtf o right to obtain letters of intro- 
duction to Mr. renwick, our consul at Elsineur : 
they will be the means of making him acquainted with 
an amiable and highly respectable family, whose man- 
nere, information, and hospitality, must afford gratifica- 
tion. In the evening we procured a boat, embarked 
ourselves and baggage, and, by the assistance of a gen- 
\ tie breeze that just curled the water, we crossed the 
M .iT Sound, about four English miles in breadth, and in three 
quarters of an hour found ourselves in Sweden. We 
passed close by Cronberg Castle, whidh stands upon a 
peninsular point the nearest to Sweden, I was again 
forcibly struck with the abbey -like appearance of this 
building : it now forms the residence of the GoVernqrof 
• Elsineur. It mounts three hundred and sixty-five pieces of 
cannon, and its subterranean apartments will hold more 
than a regiment of men. Fame, at one period, assign- 
ed to it the character of the impregnable and impassable 
fortress. On the celebrated second of April, Admirals 
Parker and Nelson passed it with perfect security, and 
disdained to return a shot. Two British seventy "fours 
judiciously moored, and well served, would, in a short 
time, blow all its boasted bastions and intrenchments at 
the moon. No visitor, without special permission from 
the goveiTior (seldom granted), is allowed to put his foot 
upon the draw -bridge : why all this caution is used, I 
know not ; perhaps to keep up the mystery of invinci- 
bility. For my part, I am so well assured that the poli- 
cy of power is unostentatiously to show itself,'that co\jld 
I have*discharged a paper bullet from my little boat into 
this redoubted castle, I would have enclosed in it this 
sentence : " Where there is concealment there is appre- 
hension." This place was open to *every 'one, until the 
irand of Fatima was broken on the second of April. 



tiieiii^paid our. robust boatmen in Danish money : 

Dollars Marks SkW 
For the boat -. • -. 3 ^ 
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The Crown battery is a place, of real force, and even 
Englishmen are permitted to se^ it without the least dif- 
ficulty, 

• We disembarked under the steep and rocky shores 
of Helsinborg, and a small town upon a long pier,, 
where the carriage was landed with considerable risk 
and difficulty ; and I warn ^ose who travel with one, 
to take good care that they cro^ the Sound in calm 
weather, as it is obliged to be lifted out of the boat by 
mere manual strength. On landing, a Swedish hussar, 
a fine-looking fejllow, in blue loose trowers and jacket, 
with his two side-locks plaited, and fastened atthe end- 
by little weights . of lead, demanded very civilly our- 
passports ; and, whilst he went to the commander wfth 
.1^ » , , . , ^ .^ Danish money : ' fB^ 4 

Dollars Marks Skillings ^i|iH 

3 e ^ 

Carriage - - 2 

Drink money - ,0 3 

We now settled all our accounts, with Denmark, and? 
proceeded to a very neat little inn, not far from the shore, 
, where we found comfortable accommodations, which I- 
suppose are improved by the neighborhood of Ramlos, 
where the nobility of this province assemble every season 
to drink the waters. Having refreshed ourselves with 
some excellent coffee, we hastened to the duties of the 
evening, which proved a very busy one, for we intended 
to start direct for Stockholm, at fiv6 o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and our impatience cost our firide nothing less, than 
figuring away a few. days afterwards in the Stockholm 
Gazette as a couple of couriers just landed. The reader 
,who n^ver means . to make a nearer approach to Swe- 
den, than from his fir^-side to his library, may as well 
pass over the following dull but necessary detaU of. 
jnoney matters : 

SWEDISH MONEY. 

SILVER. 

1^ Runstycks make 1 skilling. . 
AS Skillings — . X silver dollar or Banco dollar. 
I Silver dollar is worth at par five shillings English*. 



(i; 
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PAPER. 

Thcirotes df GoTermnent arein pkrteSjRidksgalds, and 
Banco dollars. 

A filote is equal to 1 6 ^tliings, en* ont* ttrird of a silver 
dollar, or 1*. 9d, Englisii. This small paper is rerf 
tisefuito travefflers. 

A f^tksgalds iiollar carries an agio of 50 per cent, so 
that one sflrer ddllar fe equzJl to one and a haTf of a Ricfks- 
galds dc?Ilar. 

A Banto doflar is worth at par 55. finglish, the same 
us the sHver dollar. 

N. B. Banco money is both cdin and paper. 

To the Swecfish collector of t3ie customs '»re psSd 

Bw. Mks Sksi 
For tax and wharfage • - 2 12 O 
Pcrterage - - 1 12 o 

We paid also a little suna to the eustom-libuse officer for 
a slight search. 

Whilst ^e were settling these little matters, a yoiing: 
l^k>w, from whose fece the _pictupe'of h(3fnestf might 
fafi't^been penciled, with 4^e addilioneil re€ommekidaticm 
of a mMitary hat, cockade artd feather, such as urngbt be* 
king to the rank of a Serjeant, made u low bow, and «cm 
appiicadpn, wfrach Will be more clearly miderstood w l w ii 
the reader is infomied that in Sweden, the traveHcr who 
is not willing to w?dt an hour and a half for his horses 
at the end Sf a post, will tsflce specxal care to dispeftch 
«ome hours before h6 sets off, an avante courier, called a 
vorbo^e<i wbo wiH proceed to the end of the journey for 
a mere trifle per mile Swe<i5sJi, which is equ«^ to^sisc 
miles aaid three quarters English, and will order hones 
to be ready at the proper post houses, at the hours winch 
are mentioned in his instructions. 

The peas2rtits arc obliged by law, to furnish the tdjoin* 
ing post-houses with a certain number of hoi^see, accord* 
ing to the value of their farms^ an4 are under the coiftrol 
of the post-master. The horses are obliged to remsdn 
twenty-four hours at the post-house : their owners are 
paid foi: their time and trouble,' if a traveller arrives 5 if 
not, they lose both. This regulation must be oppres- 
sive to the peasant, and injurious to agriculture, and calls 
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loudly fop amelioration. The price of posting is twelve 
skillings, oneight pence .English,- for a horse, per Swe- 
dish mile. When the post-house happens to be in a 
town the price is doubled. The object of our* visitor 
was to state that he was going to Feltza, (a great part o£ 
the way to Stockholm) and if we would pay for the hire 
of a little cart and horse he would act as our vorbodet 
and carry isome of the luggage : to these terms we soon 
acceded, and he retired to rest in order to start at tw* 
o/cJockin the.iiioming,.whichhe^idinalittle carriage, 
somewhatof the size and. «hape of that which in London 
;! havcLseendrawnby alai^e mastiff, and filled with dogs* 
4nQ^t. ,Oiir.*ervant, who had been in Sweden before^ 
ai)d .knew.its eharacteristic hpnesty, entrusted him with 
.his truuk, tOvWhioh -we .added another. Our next care 
.was to.prei^re/ourfope harness, as our tackling ^vas t» 
l^e.entii^y of a new^onstmction, and to lay in provision 
ibr .the joucncy, .the .most valuable part of which wa» 
fiQmi^ ribs.of Toasted f mutton, cooked after our own fash- 
•VII 1 '»^uv*v« »*««fij?t;i«vtM t. wiiCU rrc xvoac 111 uiemommg^j, 
our basket in which it had been most carefully deposited, 
•had *been ^^ed by florae\vile dog, and only -a mangled 
and iindenled wreck, remained. The -unprovided travel- 
ler-may vainly expectta find any thing* which he can eat 
on ^e «>ad ; -evcn^eggs In'this part of the country are -^ 
rarity. 

As- 1 had it in contempls^on to spend the winter at 
•V^efiice or Rome, 1 -was obliged with regret Tto proceed 
direct *to •Stockhc^m, 4nstead of visiting Carlscrona, the 
celebrated ^Swedish avsend, the town df v^rhich we un* 
de^tood -was -much improved since its revival after the 
dreaftiul'^coHilagration of 1790, and that the new do<ikSy 
hewn out of rooks of granite, as far as they a^e advan- 
ced, are marvellous monuments of labor and enterprise. 
For^be same reason also I was obliged to relinquish tlie 
gpatificatKHi of seeing Gotheborg, the second city of 
Swedeai, and the stupendous falls and works of Trolhscl- 
ta. In these routes I am informed that provisions and 
accommodations are better. A lucky discovery made 
Uy our good-humored host in his pantry, supplied the 
meliipcholy emptiness of our basket^ with an adrairaW© 
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piece of cold stewed beef, and thus provided we com-- 
ipenced our journey. Our servant drove us, attended 
by two peasants^ to whom the horses belonged ; on^ or 
them was seated on the box, and the other stood behind 
the carriage, yet with such a weight our four little hors- 
es conveyed us with the nwst surprising velocity. The 
animals looked as if Cinderella's" protective Genius had 
waved her wand over them, and had raised them from 
mice to the rank of tiny horses : th«y started in full gal- 
lop, and scarcely ever slackened their pace, until they 
had reached the end of their post. The peasants drive 
very skilfully, and it ' is not unusual to see a blooming- 
damsel assume the reins. The roads, which are of 
rock, thinly covered with gravel and earth, are said to bey 
and I believe with truth, the finest in the world. ' We 
accomplished several stages at the rate of thirteen and 
even fourteen English miles an houi*.^ At the end of 
each stage the traveller is presented with a book called a 
.dagbok, to enter his name, his age, whence he came, 
whither he is going, the number of horseS) and whether 
he is satisfied with his postilion. 

The spring here is scarcely perceived ; and although- 
It was the seventeenth of June, the morning air was very 
cold and nipping. Our road lay through Scone or Sca- 
nia, said to be one of the finest provinces of Sweden. 
The nightingale has seldom been known to extend her 
northern visit beyond this province, and even here she 
but feebly pours " her amorous descant." Farther north- 
ward, only magpig, woodpeckers, crows, and birds of 
the rock, are to be found. We passed through forests 
of beech and fir ; many of the latter .were blasted, and 
had a very picturesque appearance. The first stage was ' 
sixteen English miles, during which the only animated 
creatures we saw, were a group of dancing goats, and a 
boy with a flageolet going to the fair. Between Astix>p 
and Lynngby .is one of the most convenient ferries on 
which I ever floated : we drove upon it without any dif- 
ficulty, and were immediately conveyed to the other side. 
At the first post-house where we stopped, my astonish- 
sient wa& not a little excited, by the peasants, whimsift«- 
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jJIy enough as I then thought, asking us to tell them 
where their beloved king was. 

The first day we dined at Orke Ginga under the porch 
of a little cottage: the scenery about us was very deso- 
late and dreary. As we skirted some of the lakes, 
which abound in Sweden, we saw the peasant women, 
half-knee deep in water, washing their linen : they looked 
hardy and happy. The architect must ever be governed 
by nature in the size, shape and mateiials of his building. 
Sweden is one continued rock of gr^ite, covered with 
fir : hence the cottages, which are only one story high, 
and many of the superior houses, are constructed of wood, 
the planks of which are let into each other in a layer of 
moss, and the outside is painted of a red color ; the roof 
is formed with the bark of the birch, and covered with 
turf, which generally presents a bed of grass sufficiently 
high for the scythe of the mower. The floors of the 
rooms are strewed with the slips of yoimg fir, which 
give them the appearance of litter and disorder, and the 
smell is far from being pleasant. Nothing can be more 
di'eary than winding through the forests, which every 
now and then present to the weary eye little patches 
of cleared ground, where firs had been felled by fire, the 
stumps of which, to a considerable height, were left in 
the ground, and, at a distanceir resembled so many large 
stones. Inexhaustible abimdance of wood induces the 
peasant to thiflk it labor lost to root themi up, and they 
remain to augment the general dreariness of the sce- 
nery. 

The population in both the provinces of Scania and 
Smaland is very thinly diffused ; except in the very few 
towns between Flensborg and Stockholm, the abode of 
man but rarely refreshes the eye of the weary traveljf r. 
At dawn of day, and all day long, he moves in a forest, 
and at night he sleeps in one. The only birds we saw were 
woodpeckers. The peasantry are poorly housed and 
clad ; yet amidst such discouraging appearances, their 
cheek boasts the bloom of health and the smile of con- 
tent. Their clothes and stockings are generally of light 
cloth ; their hats raised in the crown, pointed at top, 
vith large brGj|(dlf39m> and round their waist they frc- 
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rg^etktly wear a leathern gir^e, to wWich are fastened ttvo 
kfiives in a leather case. The country in these pro- 
vinces appeared to be very sterile ; only small portions 
of its rocky surface were covered with a sprinkling of 
vegetable mould. 

One day, wearied by the eternal repetition of firs, we 
were, without the least prcpai-ation, suddenly enlivened 
by the sounds of a military band, and an librupt opening 
in the forest displayed, as by enchantment, an encamp* 
mentofafine regiment of the Lindkoping, or, as it is 
pronounced', lindchipping infantry : their uniform,- which 
is national, is blue faced with yellow. The instantane- 
t)us transition from the silence and gloom of woodsj to 
tKe gaiety and bustle of the camp, was very pleasing,- 

At th^ next post from this sprightly spot, whilst we 
were changing horses, our servant was again addhessed 
by a respectable peasant, who with a serious face^ asked 
him^frs^he was a foreigner, to be good enough to tell 
him in what part of the world his belpv^d king was. Hea- 
vens ! thought I, how strange it i^ that these virtuous 
people, who are so much attached to their sovereign, 
should not know where he is ; and how happy must that 
prince be who is enquired after with so much affection 
and solicitude ! 

We dined at Johnkopping, or, ^ the Swedes call it, 
Johnchippig : it is a well-built town of wodden ' houses, 
situated on the extremity of the lak© Wettenij which is 
about one hundred EngUsh miles long. At dinner, here, 
and every where in Sweden, we found that the bread and 
cheese had in them an immense number of carroway 
seeds, by which they were not improved. 

In our road to Grenna we passed by the base of vast 
in>pending rocks, and commanding a €ne view of 'thh 
lakef upon which we saw an island about twelve miles 
long. The Weller lake, which lies further to the north- 
west, has, I am informed, two hundred trading vessds 
upon its bosom, many of wlfich are ships of consider8d)le 
tonnage, and its shores are so wide, that ships are fc- 
qi^ently out of sight of them* ' 

I mentioned that sometimes the gf^fs grew tery high 
ujw;^ the hoiKes ; a sii^a^lar imi^yQceio^ this occurred 
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juBt before we reached Nordko^angy or Norchlppiagt 
We saw a- shee{^ graKing upon the side of a smith's 
hous«9 .which wa»low ; an adjoining pigsty e had afford- 
ed the poor animal an easy ascent, and he appeared to 
enjoy himself* as comfortably as if he had been in a rich 
well-watered meadow. 

Nordkoping is in East Gothland, is a large and hand^ , 
some tovm, and ranks tlurd to the capital ; but the ap- 
pearance of ao. many houses covered with high grass, 
excites an impression of poverty and wretchedness which 
their interior immeffiately Aspels. The principal beauty 
of this place is produced by the waters of the river Mo- 
tala} which, at that part where the principal manufacto- 
ries are, descends in broken masses, with uncommon vio- 
lence, and presents the appearance of a fine cascade. The 
town has a high mercantile character : its principal ma- 
nufactories consist g£ brass, cloth,'paper, and guns. We 
made a ouiious mistake here. On the evening of our 
arrival, after tea, as* we strolled in the streets, we were 
surprised to find them so silent and apparently deserted, 
for we only saw -very few persons who were slowly mov- 
ing home wprds:; M length eleven distinct strokes of the 
church clock sad.sfted'u&that sleep had bushed the popu- 
lation of the town. At this time the light was equal to 
that of. a fine day in London, which, united to our igno- 
rance of the time,, and to our having just dratik tea when 
we ought to have supped, produced our error. We were 
pressed the ne&t^lay to spend it with a very respectable 
inhabitant 4 but were obliged to decline his civilities, al- 
ledg^lg that our horses were ordered. As the little com- 
pliment which he paid us is characteristicof the hospi- 
table urhanily of the well-bred people of this country, I 
must be permitted to state that our amiable friend renlied 
— " It is the first time that a Swede ever doubted an Eng- 
" lishman ; but I must attend you to the inn to see if 
<i your reason be a sincere one, that I may reclaim you 
" if U is not ; and if it is, that I may see the last of you." 

As we ascended the hills which surround Nordkoping, 
the scenery below was highly picturesque and beautiful, 
sEulis said to resemble that of Swisserland, consisting of 
vast rocksi lakesy/foireeto of firi and scattered hamlets ; 

H 
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This was by fer the finest prospect which I beheld ib 
Sweden. It is ^singular that -Sweden should abound with 
hkts and rivers, whilst Denmark) an adjdning country, 
should be so. destitute of both.. Whilst our horses were 
changing at the next post, I walked forward, and was 
much enchanted with the romantic scenery which sur?- 
2t>unded a neat Httle peasant's cottage. Out flew my 
sketch-book and my pencil) bi^ the latter would do no?' 
tjung but write yerses, 

A SWEDISH COTTAGE. 

Here, far from all the pomp ambition seeks. 
Much sought, but only whilst imtasted prait'dt 

Content and Innocence, with rosy eheeks. 
Enjoy the simple shed their hands have i9^i8*4f 

On a gmy rock it stands* whose fretted base 
The distant cat'ract's murmuring waters laVe ; 

Whilst o'er its grassy roof, with varying grace. 
The slender branches of the white birch wav0» 

Behind the forest fir is heard to sigfa^ 

On which the pensive ear delights to dwrell i 

And, as the gazing stranger passes by-,^ 

The grazing goat Idoks up ahdorings his bell, 

Oh ! in my native land, ere life's decline, 
M^y such a spot, so wild, so sweet, be min^ 

Fortunate would it be for the peassoitry, as well as the 
traTeller, if I could present this cottage as a representa^ 
tion of all the cottages in Sweden. In the interior of 
these abodes of simplicity, a stranger is struck with the 
pastoral appearance of fines of large round cakes of bread, 
made of rye and oats, as broad as a common plate, and 
about the thickness of a finger, with a hole in the middle, 
through which a string or stick is passed, and suspended 
from the ceilings : this bread is very hard, but sweet. 
The peasants bake only once, at most twice, in the year : 
in times of scarcity they add the bark of the birch well 
ppunded,the hard consistency of which requires the jaws 
of a stone-eater to penetrate. The family presents a per- 
petual scene of industry in weaving coarse cloths, spin- 



C»AP. 6.] NORTHERN SUMMER. ST 

i 

ning thread, or carding flax. They drink a;poor wretch- 
ed beer ; but, in most of their post-houses, ft traveller i^ 
sure to find excellent coffee and sugar. Amongst the 
peasantry we saw several Swedish women with black 
crape veils : in the winter they afford protection to the 
eye against the glare of the snow ; and, in the summer* 
against the fierce and sparkling reflection of the sun upon 
the rocks. We were surprised to find that almost th« 
only currency of the country was paper. I never saw, 
although I understood the coin had been much improved, 
but one bit of silver, from our entering until we quitted 
Sweden. 

Upon our arrival at Feltja, the last post to the capital* 
our votiod^ took leave of us, and expressed yery affec- 
tionately his regret that he could not proceed with our 
luggage further. We were much pleased with his civi- 
lity on the road ; for he halted every evening at the same 
.hm with us, and started three or four hours before us. 
every morning, tahave otir hdrses ready at the different 
posts, and indeed I never saw a more frank, honest look- 
ing fellow. 

We entered the suburbs of Stockholm over a long 
floating bridge under a gate, and, at the custom-house 
which adjoins it, we underwent a rigorous examination, 
which we could neither mitigate by money nor persua- 
sion : it was the delay only that we dreaded. The search, 
however, introduced us to a very interesting secret. Just 
as I had finished, in my careless way, sitting upon one of 
the trunks which had been strapped, a little eulogium in 
ray memorandum book upon the simple fidelity of our 
young Swede, we discovered the cause of his having so 
tenderly regretted that he could proceed n© further with 
HS than Feltja. His vorbodeshlfi had, during his custody 
of our trunks, picked theh* locks, and mSle free with a 
great coat, nankeen breeches, some shirts and handker- 
chiefs ; but what our poor servant, who partook of the 
loss, regretted most, although I never witnessed greater 
philosophy in grief, was a golden locket, given to him by 
some cherry-lip'd princess or another, to prevent the usu- 
al effects of time and distance on roving lovers. Some 
wanderers^ like Voltaire's traveller, who observing that 
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the host of the first inn he entered had eavrotty locks^ 
Aiade a memorandufn that all the men of that covintiy 
were red haired, would, from this unexpected deTelofie* 
inent, have protested against the honesty of all Swed^i. 
Heavens ! what a fool should 1 have heen, had I permit- 
ted the felonious treachery of this fellow to make me 
think unworthily of a race of men through siges^to jusliy^ 
renowned for their valor a^d their virtue : perhaps Swe* . 
den never enrolled this man amongst her ch^ren. The ] 
forbidden fruit too, was placed close to his lq>s, and all ( 
suspicion and vigilance withdrawn ; and Ibriorh mdeed ' 
would be the condition of society, if property had no 
other protection than an appeal to the virtues of mankind.. 
Our misfortune, however, was a feather, conifmred to thsit 
which befe! an- English merchant on this very spot a (ew 
days before, who was proceeding to Petersburg ; aad) 
as it may operate as a serviceable caution, I shall men- 
tion it. In his packages were «ome English bonnets, 
gloves, and shoes, presents to some beloved sisters : the 
rude talons of the law pounced upon the whole col* 
lection, and condemned their unfortunate bearer to the 
penalty of 130/. Having replaced our goods and chat- 
tels, we proceeded, passing through a suburbal part of 
more than an English mile long, terribly paved veiili \ 
large unwieldy and unequal stones, and entered the city 
which promised us great gratification. We drove to 
the Hotel Francaisj so called perchance, because not a 
«oul in the house could speak a word of French. Like 
Bottom*s idea, in the Mi^eummer Night's Dream, " % 
« will^ get Peter Quince to write a ballad of this dream : 
^ it shall be called'^o^^om'^ Dreathy because it hath uq 
« bottom '* After groping up a dark w^dilng stone stair- 
case, we were, with much difficulty, shewn into a com- 
fortable suit of apartments. It is surpri^ng that the 
hotels in Stockholm are so few and so bad. 
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CSAPTER VII. ... 

^ifitmc^wetcime^^Bne/ description of^todrholnb^^gr i 
gerduB in decUne^—Painting'^-^hort sketch of Chistai i 
^ * HI.- — Femcie stj-atagem^-^The fiatace-^The state bea- 
The ofierd house^^Msassinatioru^^^orgivenesSf-^ h 
not intended to offend, 

IN {hfi tnoiting our slumbers were gently dispelled ; 
'music, which " came o^er our ears like Uie swc 
soutli.*' Ac'coVding to the custom of the country se\ 
rai xnusici^mi^ I belibve belonging to the military ban 
serenaded m ^t our chamber aoor, with some exquisi 
soft national airs, which induced us to rise. After breal 
fast we ascended an eminence of rock called Mount M 
ses,*in thb South suburb, from whence we beheld in 
bird's eye tiew this singular and beautiful city, whic 
appears t<> l>e a little larger than Bristol^ is situated 
59 deg. 2d mih. of north latitude, and stands upon a smt 
portico of two peninsulas sthd seven islands of grey gr 
iiite, washed by a branch of the Baltic, the lake Mael; 
'and the streams that flow from it. The palace, a lar^ 
quadrangular building, uniting elegance to grandeii 
rises from the centre of the city, which it commands 
all directions. It will be iiiore particularly described 2 
terwards. The mei*chants' houses, which are in tl 
south suburb, run parallel with the spacious quay, ai 
front the (StSps which are moored close to it, are loft 
and in a gfraceful style of Italian architecture* Most 
the buildings, rising aniphitheatrically one above anotiu 
are either stone or brick stuccoed, of a white or light y< 
low color, and the toofs are covered with dark or lig- 
btown tiles, and presents with the surrounding scei? 2 
of scattered half-covered rock, thin forests of fir, t] 
lake, and the windings of the Baltic, a most romantic ai 
ettchanting prospect. The;, streets are very badly pave 
The reputation of Sergell the statuary speedily attra< 
cd us to his house, where we beheld his beautiful Cup 
and Psyche, which he has determined shall not be soj 
imtil that «vent shall have happened which^ops and sac 

JH2 
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tifies the works of geiiius. These figures display the 
finest conceptions of feelings grace^ and elegance, and 
heartily did I rejoice to find it in that country, which I 
. trust will never permit it to be removed. In a tempora- 
ry building, we had also the gratification of seeing 
the colossal pedestrian statue of the late Gustavus IIJL 
in bronze, which had just been cast, and was then pc^sh^ 
ing : it is a present from the citizens of Stockholm, and 
will cost when finished, 40,000/.' and is intended to com* 
.memorate the marine lactory, obtained by that illastri- 
ous prince over the Russians, in 1790. The King, vfbh 
a mild but intrepid countenance, which I »was informed is 
a most faithful likeness of him, is represented holding 
a rudder in one hand, and extending an olitf branch with 
the other : he is attired in the very graceful costume 
which he introduced, resembling that of the old Spanish^ 
and the feet are sandaled. It is a noble work of art, and 
may, in all human probability, be considered as the last 
efibrt'of its distinguished author : a pedestal of one 'solid 
block of porphyry is already raised near the palace ta 
receive it upon the quay, which in that part Is formed 
into a crescent. 

Sergell, so long and so justly celebrated,, is rapidly de-» 
scending into the vale of years, and although honored and 
enriched, a morbid melancholy, such as might arise fron> 
neglect and poverty, disrobes his graceful occupation of 
her attractions, and renders him disgusted with himself 
and with the world. It has been said, and very justly, 
that only extreme mental wretchedness can make a man 
indifferent to tlie applauses of his fellow-^ireatures : such 
is the forlorn case of the great but hapless Sergell ; the 
fiiends of his youth have no charm for him, the admira- 
tion of his countrymen and of foreigners no exhiliration. 
Visible only to his workmen, and that reluctantly, the il- 
lustrious artist is sinking into the melancholy misan- 
thriJpe ; but when his hand shall no longer display its 
skill, taste will worship, and wealth will covet, the mar- 
ble which it has touched, and time will enrol his name 
«mongst the most favored sons of Genius. 

In painting, the two Martins, who are brothers, may 
be considered as reflecting considerable honor upon their 
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couBtiy ; one of them, I betieve the youngest, has paint* 
ed and engraved a series of views of Stockholm with 
. great fidelity and beauty. 

In the academy of sculpture and painting, raised by 
Adolphus Frederick, are some fine casts, said to be the 
first impressions of the only moulds ever permitted to be 
taken from the antiques at Rome i they were given to 
Charles XI. by Louis XIV. There are also «ome casts 
from the bas-reliefs of Trajan^s column^ The children 
of tradesmen are gratuitously taught to draw in this in- 
stitution, that their minds may be furnished with im- 
pressions of taste in those trades which are susceptible 
of them. All the pupils furnish their own crayons and 
paper : out of the fimda of the academy, a certain nun^ 
ber are sent into foreign countries to improve them- 
selves. The fimdSf unaided, would be inadequate to 
the object, but the munificence of public spii^ted indivi- 
duals, whkh throughout Sweden is very great» has hith- 
erto supplied the deficiency. 

The academy of sciences was founded in 1739, and 
consists of one hundred members and foreign associates. 
Their researches, reputed to possess considerable learn- 
ing and ability, are published every three months in the 
Swedish language. The cabinet of natural hUtory is 
enriched with several rare collections, particularly 
with subjects which occurred in one of Captain Cook's 
circumnavigations, deposited in the academy of Mr. 
Sparmann. 

Most of the living artists of Sweden owe their eleva* 
tion and consequent fame to the protective hand of the 
late king, Gustavus III., a prince, who, to the energies 
and capacities of an illustrious warrior, united all the re- 
fined elegances of the most accomplished gentleman : 
his active spirit knew no repose ; at one time the world 
beheld him amidst the most fcomidable difficulties and 
dangers, leading his fleets to glory in the boisterous bil- 
lows of the Baltic ; at another time it marked him amidst 
the ruins of Italy, collecting with a sagacious eye and 
profuse hand, the rich materials for ameliorating the taste 
and genius of his own country. What Frieric the 
Great was to Berlin, Gustavus Uie Third was. to Stock- 
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holm : almost €v«ry object which embelHshes this beaii- 
tiful tity arose front his patronage, frequently froih his 
own demons, and will be durable monuments of that ca* 
paciotts and graceful mind, whfch,-had not death arrest- 
edvwouldyiftthe profusion of its mtmificeilce; have impov- 
erished the country which It adorned. This prince de- 
rived what hereditary ts^lent he possessed from his moth- 
er Ulrica,* %hoi by a capacious and highly cultivated 
mind, displayed that she was worthy of bein^ the sister 
of Frederic the Great. Her marriage with Addlf>hus 
Frederic was the fruk df her own unassisted address, 
which, as it has some novelty, 1 shall relate : The court 
and senate of Swedjen sent an ambassador inc6^t& to 
Berlm, to watch and report ujpon the charactelps and dis- 
positions of PredericN tWo unmarried sisters, Ulrica and 
Amelia, the fmikitv of whom had the reputation of be- 
ing very haughty, crafty, satyrical and capriscibus y and 
the Swedish oourt had already pretty fiearty determuied 
in favor of Amelia, who was remarkable for the attrac- 
tion of her person and the sweetness of her mmd. The 
mission of the ambassador Was soon buzzed abroad, and 
Amelia was overwhelmed with misery, on account of 
her insuperable objection to renounce thetenets of Cal'- 
vin for those of Luther r in this state of wretchedness 
she implored the assistance of her sister's counsels to 
prevent an union so- repugnant to her happmess. The 
wary Ulrica advised her to assume the most insolent and 
repulsive deportment to every one, m the presence oF 
the Swedish ambassaderr, which advic€f she followed, 
whilst Ulrica put on all* those amiable qualities which 
her sister had provisionally laid aside: every one, igno- 
rant of the cause, was astonished at the change ; the 
ambassador informed his court, that feme had complete- 
ly mistaken the two sisters, and had actually reversed 
their reciprocal good and bad qualities. Ulrica was con- 
sequently preferred, and mounted the throne Of Swe- 
den, to the no little mortification of Amelia, who too 
late discovered the stratagem, of her lister and her ad- 
viser. 

A traveller will find much gratification in occasionally 
dining at the merchants*^ club> to which strangers arein- 
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troduced by siibscribers ; here we found tbe dkinerfr eA-* 
cellent, alid served up in a handsome style «t a very 
moderate expense ; the apartments are elegant, consist 
ing of ^ noble dinner-roofii, an aAiti-roon^ a l»lliaFd-rooiny 
aiid a feadinC'Fooni where the foreign papers are taken 
in. The view from the rooms crver the M»ler) Upon the 
rocky clMTs, crowned wilh straggling psffts of the stib- 
urbs, is very beantilbl. Tbcie k another difc evtperic^ fr 

to this m Gftyle and e;3cpeA^^ but as thfo Tooms were^un* i 

tier repelr^ Its meetklgs were suspended. One ati^ef** '^ 

noon, as I was quitting the uierchants* clwfe to go tolihe ,i. 

church elf Rid^nrholm, ^he ^uay m that qifiarter pre- ,1 

aented an ^ooBMRonly en>wded appef^unce ol* geoety^ 
and vtvacky ; the fittle canai w9>ich runs unddr t*he bifdge 
leading ^o the chianrdh was covered wkh bofits ^Ued with 
garlands afnd smay poles wreathed with Bowers ; th6 eld t 

and the yotrog, the lame and the vigorous, pressed eay 
gerly forwad to purchase these rural decorations, desti- 
ned to honor the festival o^ Stv John, which was to take 
place the ft^lowHig day. 

The national reUgiQn of Sweden is Luf&eran, b«^ 
without jealousy it is pleased with seeing every maa ; 

worship his God in his own way. 

The palace is well worthy of notice : it is buflt of brick 
stuccoed, and stained af a light yellow, ^c four sides of 
which are visfcte to the different quarters of the city* 
This very elegant edtfice was begun^by Charles XI. and 
finished by Gustavus III. : it is composed of four stories^ 
three large and one small ; in the front are twenty -three 
noble windows ; ten Doric columns support a like num- « 

ber of Ionic cariatides, surmounted by ten Coiinthian 
pilasters ; the roof is Italian. At either end of the grand 
entrance, which faces th^ north suburbs, is a bronase li- 
on ; the basement story is of granite, and the arch of the 
doors towards the quay are composed of rude masses of that 
rock ; on this side there are parterres over two projecting 
galleries, and a garden ; ^e chapel is very rich, and op- 
posite to it is the hall for the meeting oi the Estates, where 
the seats are amphiiheatrically arranged, those of the no- 
bles on the right of the Uwone, and those of the clergy, 
the bourgeoi^} and peasants oh the left ; there is a gallery 
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ttound it, and the whole has a gi^nd effect. As qnly 
the senators and their ladies have the privilege of enters 
ing the grand court ip their carriage on court days, those 
.who are not possessed of this rank are as niuch exposed 
,in bad weather as the English ladies of fashion are when 
•they pay their respeots to tlieir Majesties at St. James's^ 
where many a fair one enveloped in a mighty hoop, is 
frequently obliged tQ tack according to the wind; Not 
.many years since, an erect stately duchess dowager, in 
.endeavoring to reach her carriage^ right in the wind's 
.eye, was completely blown down. - 
. I considered myself fortunate in seeing the KjLng's 
museumi immediately after the opening of several pack- 
.ages containing five hundred valuable paintings and an- 
tique statues trpm Italy, where they had been purchas- 
,€d about eleven years since, by Gustavus III., but 
.owing to the French revolution and the wars which it 
.engendered, were prevented from reaching the place of 
^their destination before : they lay in great confusion^ 
and some of them were much damaged. Amongst the 
antinque statues-were those of Cicero and Caracalla, won- 
derfully fine. The state rooms are on the third story, 
to which there is a most tedious ascent, under arcades 
©f porphyry. Prince Charles's apartments, which are 
the first, are superb :- his little di*awing-room is well 
worthy of notice, the seats of which are in tjie form of 
a divan: at their back is a vast noagniiicent hotizontal 
mirror, the frame of which is of yellow arid purple- 
- colored glass, and was presented by the reigning Empe-- 
,ror«f Russia. The Queen^ apartments are elegant, 
but the windows are old fashioned, heavy, very large, 
high from the floor,^and look into a quadranguar court; 
, however, if they command no fine scenes ini'lhc sum- 
mer, they are warmer in the winter, a better thing of 
:the two in such a climate. There are several pretty 
little rooms, called co^ng or chit-chat rooms ;- nothing 
.could be more neat, snug, and comfortable, or better 
adapted for the enjoyments of unrestrained conversation. 
,The King's apartments are very handsome, som6 of the 
rooms are adorned with beautiful Gobellne tapestry fronx- 
Jfaris. 



Chap.YO northern summer. 9S 

The chamber most interesting to 'us was that in 
which Gustavus III. expired. We saw the bed on 
which he lay, from the time that he was 'brought wound- 
ed to the palace from the masquerade at the opera-house, 
until he breathed fais last. In this room it was that the 
dying prince personally examined his murderer Anker- 
stroem, when he confessed his guilt, and Was immedi* 
ately ottered to retire. The general circumstances of 
this melancholy catastrophe are well known ; perhaps 
it may not be as generally so, that Ankerstroem preserve 
ed such resolute coolness at the time of the perpetration 
of the deed, that, in order to make sure of his mark, as 
the King, who was dressed in a loose Domino, and with- 
out a mask, was reclining, a little oppressed by the heat^ 
against iwie of the ade scenes, Ankerstroem placed his 
hands upon the back of the Sovereign, who, upon feeling 
hini, turned shortly round, when the regicide fired.— 
The King, who thought that he was a victim to French 
machinations, as he tell, exclaimed, '< My assassin is a 
" Frenchman !** the consolation of the illustrious Duke 
d*Enghein was denied himi The hero, the friend, and 
the idol of Sweden, perished by the hands of a Swed^; 
As soon as this outrage was known, the most eminent 
surgeons flew to his relief. The first words which the 
King uttered, were to request that they would give him 
their candid opinion, observing, with great sferenity, that 
if he had only a few hours to live, he would employ 
them in arranging^ the affairs of the state, and those of 
his family ; and that, in such an extremity, it would be 
unavailing to augment his pains, and consume his time, 
in dressing his wound. The surgeon having examined 
it, assured his Majesty that it was not dangerous ; in 
consequence of this opinion he permitted it to be dressed^ 
and was conveyed to the palace. The next day an in- 
teresting and affecting scene took place ; the Countess 
Fersen, the Count Brah^, and the Baron de Geer, who 
had absented themselves for )bi long period from court, 
were the first to enquire after the health of the King, 
who requested them to enter the room where he was, 
and received th^m with the most touching goodness, ex- 
pressing the cordial delight which be felt in seeing th^n 
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^hua fovget th^a^ifnosuie&in. these ii^emorat4e% "wprds : 
^ My wound i» not without a bie^sing^ since it irestores 
f^to me mj friends," He languished in gceat torm^^x^ 
for eighteen days. It is generally, supposed that the 
inalignant s^rit of politics had no hifluence in this ho!m- 
ble outrage^ but that he fell the yictin^ of private revenge 
and fanadcal disappointment. Several young: nieni whp 
thought t|iem&elves aggiiev^ by the neglect of. their 
piince) were concerned ip this consforacy ; but i^ was 
bift dying request, which was observed, that only Aiik^r«- 
^roem should su&r death. Upon the- tomb of this 
braye, eloquent^ and magpa^imous prince^ shpuld be 
engraved the beautiful an4 beneficent sentence that ap- 
pears in the new form of govemment with wJu^h he pre^ 
^i^ted the Swedes at th^ time of the meinorable revolu- 
tion. '^ I regard.it as. the gireatest honor to be the &rst 
f^ citizen an^opgst a free p^ple." Jt has beeipi. asserted^ 
mid I believe with truths th^t his sensibility towards the 
feipale.sex was far from being lively : he sj^ldom coh^kbe» 
Ued with his Qu^en. Strange to tell, gifted with acute 
i^elings, and a warm and brilliant, ima^adon, this ac- 
(;omplished prince, of a race of JDeautiful womcQ? dis^ 
played an escample of almost monkish continence* .But 
that love had not wholly, renounced his heart, we may. 
Jipfer from an anecdote of a little picture? which adorns 
<>ne oi the apartments of the palace : it is, a portraiit of a 
Ipvely young woipan, of whom; the I^ing became efia- 
mored during his tour in Italy. Upon beanng pf her 
death) he is said to have shed teal's, and dJ^splayed a|) the 
impassiqhed indications of an affiicted lover. Therpyal 
library is very valuable, , containing; tw6nty> thou§ai>4 
volumes, and Cour hudred manuscnptS; . Atnpngat the 
collection are some precious booMi.. par4cuiarly< one 
called the Codex Aureua^ from the gT^at number of- gil^ 
letters which it contains. There are alsQ tw^ enormous 
latin MSS., the velhim leaves, of wki^ ^^ nxade of 
ashes' skin§, and are of a|i amazing size^ 

The Prince Royal, or heir apparent, a child between 
six and seven years of age, inhaUted a part of this pal- 
ace, which, instead of presenting the gay bustle of a 
Qpiirtj bore al} the appoarftRCQ of Q^gi^ct ai^ desertion. 
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The* mysterious questions of the rustic were explained. 
The people of Sweden had not been gladdened with the 
presence of their young Sovereign and his beautiful 
Queen, to whpm they are devotedly and deservedly at- 
tached, for a long space of time, during which the 
court had been removed to the territory of the Prince of 
Baden, the father of the Queen of Sweden. The effect 
of such ah absence was felt and deplored every where. 
No doubt the virtuous suggestions of his own heart will 
speedily restore the King to his people, and another 
traveller wilt have the gratification which was denied me, 
of seeing him in the bosom of his country, where a 
Prince always appears to the most advantage. The King 
is said to possess a very amiable mind, and to regard the 
memory of his illustrious father with enthusiastic adora- 
tian : I contemplated a powerful proof of it in an obe- 
lisk of one solid block of porphyry, forty feet high, 
which is at once a monument of his taste and piety. I 
"Should not be doing justice to the King, were I not to 
mention the abhorrence which he, in common with his 
subjects, has manifested at the cold-blooded outrage 
committed against the person of the devoted Duke 
"d'Enghein. 

The oper?i-house, built by Gustavus III., is an ele- 
gant square building : upon the architrave is inscribed, 
*' FatrU MtisiaJ^ The front is adorned with Corinthian 
'Columns and pilasters : the interior, which is small, and 
cannot contain above nine hundifed persons, is in the 
form of a broken ellipsis ; and, even by day -light (for 
there was no performance during our stay), appeared to 
be superbly decorated. The dresses and decorations of 
the performers, which solely belong to the crown, we 
were informed, are of great value ; and in these respects 
the Swedish opera is said to surpass every other in Eu- 
rope. The royal seats are in the pit. Swedish plays are 
performed here, many of which were composed by the 
accomplished Gustavus III., whose taste in that species 
of composition excited the literary jealousy of old Fred- 
eric the Great. It was an admirable policy, worthy of 
such a genius as Gustavus, to attach a^ nation to its owa 
language, by making it that of the stage ; the surest, 



n NORTHERK SUMMER; [CHiit.7« 

because the meat fiatteiiog mode of niising it^to itsUi^xiost 
polish. The. first Swedish opera ever performf^ m»s 
Tivetis«uid Pekas : the favorite national piece is Ousla- 
vys Vftsa. Upon the death of Gusta^Ris UI^ the opefa 
lost much of its attraction. When itisjconsid^ed that, 
in his time^ a ballet occupied ninety personages of the 
light fantastic toe, and put into activity no less than e^h- 
ty fancy «dress makers, it was necessary that the pnining- 
Imife should be used to curtail theseluxuriant 6uckesrs-of 
the state, the graceful, but too costly.growth of a prince- 
ly and munificent mind. In thia buil£ng there are aoxne 
Tery handsome apartments fbr*^he King's .private par-^ 
ties. I had much to regret that no.plays were perl(Mrm« 
ed here during my stay. 

. The female, who she-w^ me the buiiding, wte muck 
affected vfhen she pconted to the spot where Anken&tro^ 
em committed liie bloody deed* Alasi ^ow inscrutable 
are the wayaof Heaven I When the illustrious victim 
raised this beautifid &bric from the>ground, he litjtle 
thought of the part iwhich he was to perfm-m in the san* 
guinary scene of ihc seventeentH of Marchf 1792, ;and 
that mimic sorrow was to yield, to genuine vroe. This 
structure, and the opposite palace of the Princess Sophia 
Albertina, the King^s aunt, which is.uiuform with the 
Sormer, form the cides of a handsome square ctdled Sa 
Flace du^ Mfrd^ *and is adorned in the centre with a 'fine 
equestrian irtatue, ^in. bronze, of Gustavus Adolphus,* 
D^ho, excepting his head, which is.croivned with laurel, 
is in complete armor, aiid in his right hand is an inclined 
truncheon : the horse has much animation and the ti4&T 
great elegance. This cdo&s^l statue was cast isom the 
designs of Aroheveque, a very distinguished French sta-* 
tuary, who dying before it was finished, left its comple*" 
tion to the master^ hand of Sergeli : it was erected in 
1790, The latter has introduced the figures of History 
pc»ntingto an inscription on the pedestal, and^f the 
Chancellor Ox^^stiem. The pedestal, which is of gra** 
jnite, is detorated by medallions of the- principal &vorite 
generals of Gustavus Adolph^is, vi^. Torstenson, Baner, 
.James de la Gardie, Horn, and Saxe Weimar : ail by 
Seidell. The unbounded friendship aadconfidence which 
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emied between tlus great Prince and the upright Ox- 
ea^em^form thethei»eof historic d^tigfait; a&dthe gentie 
GC«»HX3*ac^B of their muHial) and rather opposite^ char« 
aeters^rendetiedeachtheidol sndthebenefiu^torof hiscoun- 
tr^p. It ia. said that GusCaTHs having, upon some affair of 
state^ observed toOxeB9tiem,tKafe he was cold and phleg- 
i]ia^> and that he checkedhim in his career, the Ghancel* 
hHT ref^ed : ^ Sire, indeed 1 owfi that I am cold : but f. 

^unless I had occaaieiifdiy tempered and moderated f 

^ your iieaty you would hare been burnt up long ago." 
Gusfcrfus Ad^tpfatts neiPer engaged in any battle, ^thout 
first piayuig at the head of his troops ; after which he 
used to thunder out^ m a strong and energetic mannen 
a German hyrta^ in which he was joined by his whole 
anny : the effect of thirty or forty thousaad people tlnis 
singing together was wonderfi}! and terrible. He used 
to say, that a maD made a belter soldier in proportion to 
his beinf^a ba<(t^ Christian, and there waa no person so 
hai^y as thoae who died ia the perfbrrnance of their du- 
ty. Of tfaa.desith.o£ tfaaa great hero, it was said^ ^ that 
^^hedivdwiiH^his sfwofdin- hiahand^thr word (^com- 
« itjaod iiii his moiskh^ and with victory iix hiabnagina^ 
^ lion*" Only the comp&ioentafy part of the fbllowing 
W£lty ^tgraio^ which waa naile upimthe equestrian fdiat** 
ue of li^ouis XIIL, whieli formerly sitDod in ^acJPlacedn 
Victok'f^i&^^xvh'wi^ihetiaiwc cardaml virtues standing 
round it, would afipty tc^ ^lat oi Gustavva Adolphua ; 

O le beau moBument ! O Xe beau pedestal ! 
Les Vertues sont a pied, et Ic Vice a cbeval. 

Oh ! noble statue^ n^ble pedestal ! 

• Vioe proudly rides, the Virtues are on foot. 

In front of this statue, to the south, the eye with pleasure 
contemplates an elegant stone bridge, not quite finished, 
crossing a rapid stream of the Mseler, at the end of which 
the palace displays a majestic and highly graceful back 
scene : this spot pKsents the finest architecture in the 
city. 

The traveller will be gratified, by noticing the beauti*^ 
ful colonnade of solid porphyry which forms the entrance. 
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to the grand stair-case of the Princess Sophia Albertina's 
palace. A tasteful observer must regret that these ex- 
iquisite columns' are so much concealed. The streets, of 
the Queen and of the Regency, in the north quarter, are 
by £irthe most handsome, and form the residence of fash- 
ion. The spire and church of Ridderholm, rising from ' 
the centre of the principal island, add to the romantic 
tn^auties of the surrounding scenery.. The interior of 
this edifice, which is large and, he^vy, is only worthy of 
notice, on account of its containing the aslies of .such 
illustrious personages as Gustavus Adolphus, and his 
equfil in bravery, but neither in prudence or jus^ce, 
Charles XII., who carried the system of daring to pret- 
ty nearly its utmost extent, and, in his &^d, verifiea the 
words of the great dramatist : 

" Glory is' like a circle in the water 

Wliich never ceaseth to enlarge itself, 

Till/ by broad spreading, it disperse to novght.** 

The tomb of the latter is very simple and characteristic r 
it is of black marble, upon which are thrown a lion's 
skin and club, in bright yellow bronze. In another part 
of tlie building are the ashes of a general much more en- 
titled to the admiration of posterity, the illustrious John 
fianer , who was deservedly the favorite of the great 
Gustavus Adolphus, and who, after a series of splendid 
victories, expired on the tenth of May,, 164U 
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. CHAPTER viir; 

vf visit in the cowitry-'—^ObBcrvfLtory'-^wpnpr and Fashiona 
^■^Bloondng girla of DeUcarUa — *^nokiv^h6lm~^Queen 

,, "Chrisiinc^a ,Cumung'>^JVardro6e '((f!i/&iarle» JT//.— 
Beauty'^-^Concealment and firudery^Jfatic^nal imfiort' 
Wice of a British advocate'— 'Contrasted Justife^I/aga 
'—Cause of the /riendshi/i of Gustarvus Iltffor^^r. Srd' 
ney. Smith — j1 singular anecdote — *A rn>tciv^Iron 
Mines^^^Unnaus, 

AN invitation into the country enabled us to coni^i=^ 
plate a little of the iniral character of the Sweoitf. >^ 
In our way we'passed by the observatory, which stancT<^< 
Vpon an inconsiderable eminence in the north suhurl)s : 
its horizon is too circumscribed on account of the rocka 
which surround it ; and as the artificial heat of stoves 
would cloud the glasses in the. winter nights, which are 
the best for observation, it is of very little utility. Our 
ride to our friends was' occasionally very beautiful, but 
the funereal%eads of our old acquaintences the firs went'"- *. 
ever and anon presenting themselves, and shedding njel'" ». 
ancholy upon us. '^'he chateau to which we were in- 
vited was of wood, small, but very tastefully fitted up : 
the grounds,, which were very extensive, were delight" 
fully laid out, and on one side rippled the waters of the 
Maler, embelUshed by vessels of various, sizes gliding 
upon its "tranquil bosom* . A short time before dinncf 
was announced, a table was set out with bread, cheese, 
butter, and liqueurs : all these good things in this hos- 
pitable region are considered* as mere preparatives for 
the meal which is to follow ; amongst the superior or-. 
ders this custom is universal. Our dinner was in th^ 
followihg order ; pickled fish, meats^ soups, fish, pastry, 
ice, and dried fruits ; presfTved gooseberries formed the 
sauce of the mutton, and the fish floated in a new ele- 
ment of honey ; by the bye it rather surprises a stranger 
to meet with so little sea^fish in a country which is wash- 
ed by so many seas. The herring fishery, which hasi 
hitherto been of so much importance to Sweden, ha« 

13 . 
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nearlf ^sappeared. To letum to our dinner : each 
dish was carved and handed round, as in Denmark ; a 
i-egulation trulj delightful to e^e who abhors carving 
and carves badly. . •. 

The spirit of French fashion, but a little disciplined, 
reigns in Sweden, and gives a ligPtKesg and elegance to 
dress : the table, and the furniture, af\d even their man* 
ners, partake considerably of its goie^,^ except that as 
soon as our amiable and elegant hostess .aaapse, upon our 
rising at the same time, we stood soiemt^gazing upon 
each other for half a minute, and then ^icfehanged pro- 
found bows and courtsies ; these being dispatched, each 
rtleman tripped off with a lady under his;^m, to cof- 
in the drawing-room. Nothing else like ipormaHtf 
occurred in the course of the day. . ' 

Just a» we were qmtting: this spot of cardial hospitid^* 
ity, we were stopped by die appearance of two fine fb* . 
male peasants from ii>e distant province of Delecarlia ; 
their sisterhood, partake very much of the erratic spirit 
and character of our Welch girls : they had travelled 
all the way on foot, to offer themselves as hay^makers ;. 
their food on the road was black bread and water, and 
their travelling wardrobe a solitary, chemise, which -aa 
cleanliness demahded, they washed in the passing brooks 
and dri^ on thdr healthy and hardy framd, whicli, 
however, was elegantly shaped ; the glow of Hebe wbsL 
upon their dimpled chwk»,.not a little heightened by the 
sun, ^ which had made a golden set upcm them ;" their 
cyea were blue, large, sweet, and expreijsive ; theh* dress, 
was singular, composed of a jacket and short pettie^oat 
of various colors : and they were mounted- upon wooden 
shoes with ^prodigious high heels, shod with iron. There 
was an air of neatness, innocence, delicacy, and good' 
humor about them,' which would have made even a bil« 
ious spectator happy to look upon them. Unextlnguishn 
able loyalty, great strength of body, content, ^nd sweet- 
ness of temper, beauty of fiu^e and symmetry of person,, 
are said to be the characteristics of the Deleca^Uan 
mountaineers, a race rendered for evet" celebrated in the 
history of erne of the greatest men that ever adorned 
the historic page of SwedeUi Gustavus Vasa. It |s tlm«^ 
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he d£sci*&e» them, aj^r he ha» c fe i eo ' W fct t hhntfttf tm 
there in the iidnesh m thcrbeatldMktlg«age of the hardy 
whose dramaitic geiihis h«»eoiiftpfared to reiidef hishevo 
immortd : 



And shut me from the mm, whose hateful hesms 
Serv'd but to ihlfwr die ruins of my country. 
Whien here, Wf ftiends, 'twas here at kngth I feiind 
What I liaA Im to look fof , gallant spirits, 
In the roiM^ lomM>f mttauglit peassntryv 
. Yes, r iislpWjce.<lMKI rustic sent of Libeftf 
Iri tfhe fint warmth* iknd hurry of their souis ; 
And should tftie tyrant then attempt our heights^ 
He comes upon his fate. 

Led on By Gustavtrs^ Vasa, they restdrtd Hberty to their 
cottntryv and expelled the bhxxfy tyrant miscalled CMa» 
tian. These, too, were the peasants, who, hatxn|;^ heard 
in the midst of theit*^ mines^ and fimstt diat thexr sore** 
rdgn Charles XII. was a prisoner in Ttrrkey, dispatchecf 
a depnCHdon to the Regency at Stockholm, and offered 
to go, attheh* own expense, to the nvmbcr of twenty 
thoQ^and men, tx> deliver their royai master out of the 
hands of his enemies. Their sovereigns haye^ e^r 
fonnd tiiem the incorhipdhleand enthusiastic supporters 
of die throne. Suri^ounded with treason and perils 
their king' has fonnd them fiitliftil amongst the ^^th^ 
less, and never soiight their succor in vfiS^. InconBe<- 
quence of the terrible defection which appeared in the. 
Swedish army in the campaign of the year I78d against 
the Russiansv wheit, owing to the machinations of the 
Swedish traitor Sprengporten, who was in the pay of the 
Empress Catherine, the Swedish officers, although con^^* 
fident of victory, refused to march, because Gustavud 
IH. had commenced the war without consulting the es« 
tates, the King was compelled to retire to 'Stockholm^ 
where the insolence and intrigues of the nobility threat- 
ened the reduction of his regal rights to the mere phan** 
torn of sovtsreignty. Menaced with revolt and assassina- 
tion, this great ptiitee^ attended by a single domestic, in 
secrecy reached the mountains of Delecariia, the wn* 
vnmcadjp teat q/^5wcri&iWoytf/?y,wherej wittiall thatboit^ 
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affeciiagi and irresistible eloquence^ for which he was 
so jystly.&medt upon the rock on which, in elder times, 
^eiridol Gustaviis Vasa had jbddressed them, he invok- 
ed them to rally round the throne, and preserve their 
Sovereign from the cabals of treason. At the sound of 
bis voice they formed • themselves into battsAions, with 
electric celerity, and entreasing as they advanced^ pro- 
ceeded under the command of Baron Armfelt to Drot- 
tingholm, where they overawed the factious. . At this 
very period, an unexpected disaster made fresh demands 
upon the. inexhaustible resources of Qustavus's mind, 
which encreased with his emergencies. The Prince of 
Hesse, at the head of twelve thousand men, marched 
from Norway to Gottenborg, at |he gates of which, at 
a late hour, tlie King having surmounted great difficulties 
in his way through Wermlandia, presented himself, and 
tlie nexj; morning surprised the Danish herald^ by in- 
forming him in person from the ramparts, that sooner 
than surrender the place, the garrison should be buried 
under its ruins^ and accordingly ordered the bridge oyer 
the river Gothael to be burnt. It is well known, that the 
wise and active mediation of Mr. Elliot, our then minis- 
ter at Copenhag^i, prevailed upon the Prince of Hesse 
to retire. To return to the Delecarliaris: the dress of the 
men is always of a grey, or black coarse cloth, and, on 
account of the many services which they have rendered 
to government, and their proved patriotism, they enjoy 
the flattering and gracious privilege of taking the King's 
hand wherever they meet, him : the pressure must evef* 
be delightful to both parties. From, the mountains of 
health ami liberty, Gustavus IH. selected the wet-nurse 
of the present King, that, with her milk, he might im- 
bibe vigor and the love of his country. This woman 
was the wife of a Delecarlian peasant, lineally descended 
from the brave and honest' Andrew Preston, who preserv- 
ed Gustavus Vasa from the murderers who were sent in 
pursuit of 'him by Christian. The houses of the Dele- 
carlian' peasants are as simple as their owners are virtu- 
oxis i they have but one hole in the roof, exposed to the 
south, which answers the double purpose of a window 
and a clock ; their meals are regulated by the sun's rays 
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upon a chest,' placed betie^h this hole on 6Be side ; or 
upon the stove, with Which all the Swedish houseware 
warmed, standing on the other. 

We were much gratHied with the palace of Drotting* 
holm : a pleasant drive of about ten miles brought .us to 
the island on which it stands in the lake Macl'er ; the 
road to it lay through rocks covered with firs, and over 
two large floating bridges ; the building is large but lights 
and is of brick stuccoed white ; the haH and stair-cfise 
are in bad taste ; their ornaments are white upon a dark 
brown ground, resembling sugar plumbs upon ginger* 
bread. The state rooms are very rich and elegant, and 
911 Englishman is much gratified to find in the library a 
very large and choice collection of Engli^ authors,. 
There i« a beautiful picture here of a weeping Ariadnei 
by Wertmeller, a Swedish artist, Y^ho, unfortunately for 
Ms country, has for ever left it, and settled in America. 

Whenever I reflect upon a neglected artist of merit, a 
delightful little anecdotfe, which is related of Francis Ir 
always occurs to me : that sovereign having received a 
picture of St. Michael from the hand of Raphael d'UFbi- 
no, which he much coveted, he remunemted Raphael 
far beyond what his modesty conceived he ought to re- 
ceive : the generous artist, however, made him a pres- 
ent of a Holy Family, painted by himself, which the 
courteous monarch received, saying, that persons famous- 
in the arts partake of the immortality of princes, and 
are upon a footing with them. 

In this palace there is the head of a Persian Sybil, in 
mosaic, exquisitely beautiful, and two costly and elegant 
presents from the late Empress Catharine II. of tables of 
lapis lazuli and Siberian agate. There are also som& ex- 
quisite statues in alabaster and marble, and Etruscan 
vases, purchased in Italy by Gustavus III. during his 
southern tour. The Etruscan vases are very beautiful y 
but in tone of color, classical richness, elegance and va- 
riety of shape, not equal to those which I had previously 
seen in England at Giilwell Lodge, the seat of William 
Chinnery, Esq., who unquestionably has the finest pri* 
vate c6]lection of this kind in England, pei^haps in Eu- 
rope. 
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Them i» here a portmt of Uial eeceotric pemorngfii 
C^een Chrietiancb, who aibdieatedthe thpone of Swe^tea 
in 1660, and left to her successor, Cllarles. X., the cosllf * 
dbco^ery t^at^ aififiik all* her whimskat caprlees, she 
had taken go^- cwet to clear mostof the psdaces of t^Mii 
nype^'famiture previovs tf> her Fetiria^ to Ron»; : yicki^ 
kig out even the jew^els of the crown before jdie re«gaed 
it. So com^tely hfad^ she secured ever^ thkng UssA wit» 
▼l^ittaMe, that Ch$krl«8 X. wa» ohli^^ to bomow^ seireval 
Iteeefseary utenmlt ^ hk eoroaetiioiw This, loss, for L 
sBfypose it intfatnot he called a^ depredaticniv ba& been 
anyplf vectored by the taiste and muiafice&ee of Gusl&iEtM 
HI. In the state sfeepiirg-chamher, the royal banner q£ 
%lrtl^Qe aindisifYer wsa fixed) at the foot of the bed), 
afti had' dt very chivah*ou» appearance* In the gardfeii 
tihere i» a theaiCre) which^ m Isffge and handsome ; b^ 
since the death of Gustavus IIT-., who wasmuch attachedr 
to thts^ place) and made it the> seat of histbriUiont &stivi- 
liies^ it has been Iktfe used. In tjie gardens there hkSk 
vafige of small heii^s^ in the Chinese taste^ but neilheir 
t&t fewner nor the latter are worthy of much ncrtice* 

Afi^er (mt i^turn from DrottingholmiWit gfpinediadnxb-* 
nt3Ci, ^t with much difficulty, to the arsenal: Thisde-r 
p^ of military triumphs is a brick-buUdingy consisting of 
Bf ground floor, with lofty windows down to tibe grcmnd, 
sfl^oMls at the end of the King's gai^d^is,. the only voa^l o^ 
Stockholm, and- h^ ali the appearance of a feEu^e g^reen^ 
house. The artillery, which is planted before it,, has the 
ndicnlous efife<:t of being placed there to defend ^e most 
pf»e<;i€ms of exota^ trees within from all external enemiesy 
who ekher move in air or pace the earth. The contents^ 
afc» I' are such fruits << as the tree ofwsa^ bears/' and well 
^teseirve the attention of the traveller aad antiquary. 
Here is^ an immense collection of trophies, and standai^s 
isaken from: the enemies of Sweden, and a. long line o£ 
stti^fiS»d kings, in the actual armor winch they weoiTe^ 
moimted upon wooden horses, painted to resemUe, and 
m^ large a& life, chronologically arranged. I was parttcu- 
larly struck wkh the clothes of Charles XH. which he 
wofe When he was- killed at the seige of Frederickshall, 
and very proudly put them on, viz. a long shabby blue 



ivoA f^comtnen <doth, wkii large <fiaps and^raas tmttonf, 
a little igreasf low cocked htm a hacndsome pair of glove% 
£t to have teuched the delicate hands of the <x>unte8s of 
Koningesaafck, a p^r <^ stiff higb^heeled sdUtary boot^ 
perhs^ it was ose <^ those which he threatened to se&i 
to the senate aot Stockholm, to which ihey were to applj 
for onders nnUl his return, when they were ImpatJMit at 
his steenee <lurii\g his mad frealo^ in Turkey. AMt ^ 
nattffal to think that gveBiX, souls geoeraQy inhabit large 
bodies, my surprise was excite hy finding tliat when I . 
had con^etely buttoned the frock of this mighty mad*' 
man upon my greyhound figure, my lungs gave semuble 
tokene of an unusual pressure from without. I must foe . 
indulged in giving the following extract from an account 
of this marvellous madcap, vhich was given by a porspa 
who had seesi him, and who thus speaks of h£ni : ^' Hif 
^ coat is plain ^k>th, with ordinaiy brass buttons, the 
^ sldrts pintMid up behind and be&re, which sh^'ws hif* 
'* Majesty's old leathek* waistcoat and breeches, which , 
<( they tell sae are sometimes so greasy tliat tliey m^ 
« be fried. But when I «aw him they wepe almost new ; 
<• for he had Wen a. gallant a little before, and had bee^ . 
" toaee King > Augustus* Queen upon her retuFQ fpom . 
ii Lieipsic, and, to be fine, he put on those new leather 
" birfecches, spoke not above three words to her, but talk- ; 
" edto a foolish dwarf she ha^ about a quaver of an houBy 
" and thetvleft h^;*. His hair is light brown, 'very- grea- 
" -sy, Jind vefy -shoH, never combed but mdih bie^ger** 
« At dinner he-eats a piece of bread and butter, which he 
« -spreads with his thumbs." 

Think of all this as applied to " the most powerful 
<' Bmdng thfc kings that worsh^ Jesus ; redr^ss^r of 
"wrongs and injuries, and protector of right ,-ij> the 
" ports and republits of south and north ; Mniv^'m mi^ . 
^^ jeat^t love othonor and glory, and of<Jur«^ibUmei^rt^ 
« — Charies, King of Sweden, whose e^tecpri^es m^ 
" God crown with- success.*' . •. - 

The&aid blood-be^prinklpd gloves, and bullet-pierced 
hat, have furnished abundant and fatigying sources of 
vagiie and violent di^utation : pages, nay volumes, hav< 
been written, tor^ascertiin Whether the death of ChiU'Ia;^ 
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'was fsiir.or foul : a fact to be found only in the records of 
.Heaven, and of small inipoi%to be known here. Let the 
blow have been given from whatever hand it may, Swe- 
tien had good reason to bless it, and happy are those who 
live in times which furnish but little of such' matenals 
for the page of history as Charles suppHed.. 

Tibough Charles was said to possess a great coldness 
t)f character, the following aneatote will shew that he was 
susceptible of flattery : whilst the batteries of the citadel 
of Frederickshall were firing 'heavily at the enemy V 
trenches, a young woman who was looking at the King 
froni an adjoining house, dropped her ring into the street : 
Charles observing her said, '♦ Madam, do the guns of this 
" place always make such an uproar ?" " Only when we 
■<* have such illustrious visitors as your Majesty,'* replied 
the girl. The King was much pleased, and ordered one of 
his soldiers to return the ring. This extraordinary being 
must have sometimes excited the smiles, as he often did 
the tears of mankind. After the Turks, irritated by his 
refusal to depart, were obliged to burn his house over his 
head, and by main force send him to Bender, Charles XII. 
a fugitive, attended only by a few wretcned followers 
Tuined^and his coffers completely exhausted, wrote to his 
«nvoy at the court of Louis XIV. to send him the exact 
ceremonials of that brilliant and magnificent court that 
he tnight immediately adopt them. 

Hurried away by kings, palaces, and statues, I have to 
my shame (my cheek reddens whilst 1 write) staid thus 
long in Stockholm ere I noticed those, without whom a 
crow^n is unenviable, the most magnificent abode cheer- 
' fess, and of whom the most gsaceful irhages of art are 
but iniperfect imitations. The Swedish ladies are in ge- 
neral remarkably well shaped, tn bon ficint and have a 
fair transparent delicacy of comp}exion, yet, tliough the 
favorites of bountiful nature, strange to relate, they are 
more disposed to conceal than display those chartns, 
which in other counuies, with every possible assistance, 
the fair possessor presents to the enraptured eye to the 
best advantage. A long gloomy black cloak covers Mie 
be^tiful Swede when she walks, confounding all the ciis- 
tificiions of symmetry and deformity j and even h.er pretty 
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Ibett which are as neat and as well turned as those of 
a fine Frenchwoman, are seldom seen without the aid of 
a £ivorang breeze. Even the sultry summer has no in* 
iluence in withdrawing this melancholy drapery, but I 
am informed that it is less worn now than formerly : of- 
ten have I wished that the silk-worm had refused his 
contributaon towards this tantalizing concealment : occ&-* 
sionally the streets of Stockholm displayed some bewitch- 
ing seceders from the abominable habit. This custom 
prises from the sumptuary laws which forbid the use of 
colored silks. 

The Swedish ladies are generally highly accomplish* 
ed, and speak with fluency English, French, and Ger- 
man,, and their tenderness and sensibility by no means 
partake of the severity of their northern latitude ; yet 
they exhibit two striking characteristics of whimsical 
prudery : in passing the -streets a Swedish lady never 
looks behind her, nor does she ever welcome the apprpach 
•or cheer the departure of a vidtor by permitting him to 
touch the cherry of her lips ; the ardent admirer of 
beauty must be content to see that 
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,\nd farewell goes out Bigbing. 

This chilling custom is somewhat singular, when it is 
considered that the salutation of kissing, even between 
man and man^ hateful as it is to an untravelled English- 
man, prevails almost in every part of the continent. 

I was very desirous of attending the courtso f justice, or 
as they ai'e called the kaemncrs-ratter^ of which there arc 
four in Stockholm, but^ I found they were all close, and 
only the judges and parties, and necessary officers per- 
mitted to enter. What a contrast to the unreserved open- 
ness with which the. laws in England arc administered I 
By unfolding the gates of justice, and displaying her in 
aU her awful majesty, her ordinances become widely pro- 
mulgated, and the respect paid to her decrees augmented 
by the reverence which is excited by her presence ; her 
seat is not only the depository of the law, but of all de- 
scriptions, of. learning, and is a school of eloqueiipe in 
which the language of the country rectives its liiglicst 

K 
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S fifth. Of whan itatindnAl iinpoitanc^ the ponrers of m% 
[Mtrious advocate may becom6> let thoae day, who have 
ifirkn^ftsed th« britliattt geniusy exalted p^enuafilofi snd 
]^relbund knowledge of «A;£nikiiie, and can trace th«ir 
consiequeiieeA to a country wMeh kiiowa how to appns* 
eiate them* The laws of Sweden are considered tx> te 
«anple) mild, el^r, and just, and sinee the laboi«» of Gtts- 
tdvU6 III. to render them soy have be^ti hnpartidlly ad** 
ministered. In civil oatises each paity pays his own 
ftosts ; this mustr frequently be. unjust i but whilst Swe>» , 
den, however, may learn something from the tnanner in 
which the laws are di^piensed in England, she presents 
to our admiration a spirit which we shouJd do well to ini't* 
itate : the prosecutor sustains n6 nhar^ whatever c£ the 
expenses of prosecuting a criminal. ^ 

In England there is a highly important sodiety, first 
established by the celebrated Sir John FielcMng, the ob- 
jects of which are actively and rf)ly conducted by its so- 
liciCbr and secretary, S. S. Hunt, Esq. for prosecuting 
felons. These objects are to prevent the impunity 
which too frequently follows depredation, from the 
heavy extra expenses which often attend the discovery, 
apprehendon, and trial, of delinquents, by radsing a year- 
ly subscription fund to indemnify the suffering individu* 
al who prosecutes in the name of the Cr^wn. How a 
foreigner who takes a keen and ek)se peep at us, must 
be surprised to observe an institution, which, whilst it 
exhibits the patriodc spirit of individuals, reacts with 
tict a little justified severity, upon the absence of a legis- 
lative provision, which is of so much consequence to 
the country. It may be said, that there are -a certdn 
d^cription of these expenses which a Judge in his dfe- 
cretiofi may allow u/ion application^ The naturU pride 
of a respectable British subject, to whom such eipeii^ 
scs may prove mi object, ought not, in the perfoitnance 
of & great public duty, in whii;h the repose of the nati<m 
Is concerned, and the King in consequence the avowed 
and recorded pmsecutor, to be put to the biush by ask- 
ing for it in fotma pauperis. This most just indemnity 
ought to form a part of the law of the land. By another 
admirable provision Sweden is enabled to ascertain the 
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9W» Qf ber p9p«ilatiQii «¥ery Uiir4 ^eais and which i# x 
eff^ti^ 1e^ the penodkfd returns from thf^ ckrjormea 
And m9g%^r»teBY ^ the buths^ deaths^ mfurriage«9 su^i 
the number of iubabkitlHs th«t ^re Uvin^ in their gever« 
ti &»UictS9 a meiMmve hightf woithy of ^^df^tion io l:^g- 
tend. 

Tho hws ef Sweden* the DM>tt so^ird to lai Eogliah^ 
jiMa, aie those hy which primogeniture is disrobed of 
thc^se ^Kckiaive rights which attach ^ it in other coun* 
Uies ; idil Uie male ehildrea of a nobleman. are equally 
nobler hut to prewBt the confusicMi of numbers, th<eld«> 
eat only* upon the decease of the father, represents the 
iscmUy at the Diet, and aU . inheiitances are equally di^ 
vided, hot cveated property is suls^t to the wiU of th« 
father. 

. The pvmi^hmeots in Sweden ar« heheading^ banging, 
iwhip^ngy and impnaonment : the three fcHnnei* ars in* 
fficted in the market-place ; the instrument of fiagellatioa 
is a rod of tough birch twigs. There is a horrid custom 
li^ Sweden, as odious as our hanging malefactors in 
pfaainsy of expos^bg the naked bodies of delinquents who- 
have suffered death, extended by their limbs to trees un- 
til they rot. Two or three of these shocking objects oc- 
cur m terrorem upon the road from Gotheberg to Stock- 
holm, on account of its beiag a greater thoroughfare, and 
more robberies having been committed there. The cri- 
minal laws of Sweden may be considered as mild,< and 
the punishment of death is rarely inflicted. 

I was rather disappointed upon seeing the House of 
Nobles 5 it contwns the hall and room which are reserv- 
ed for that branch of tl>e Diet, and which, as it is now 
oonvened at the will of the sovereign, may be considered 
OS a mere phantom of power. If the authority of the 
states were any thing better than nominal, the country 
gedtlemen would have some cause to complain^ as they 
are wholly excluded from any legislative* participation, 
this shadowy representation being, confined, and it was 
even so when the Diet was in its plenitude of power, and 
held the Sovereign dependant, to the nobles, clergy, citi- 
zens, and peasants. The exterior of the building is sim- 
ple but handsome. In the square before the House of 
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Nobles is the pedestrian static of Gustarus Vasa^bf 
Meyer, erected by the nobles at a great expense, but is- 
my humble opinion unworthy of the immortal man whose 
memory it is intented to perpetuate. 

A delight&l morning attracted me to Kaga, which is 
it the short distance of a mile and a half English froi» 
the north gate of the city. As this little palace and gar* 
dens werebuilt and disposed after the design of the grace-^ 
fill Gustavus III. with the assistance of Ma»elier, and 
were the favorite retreat of the former, my grlitificationi 
was certain. The approach to the villa is through & 
winding walk of luxuriant shrub§, the most flourishing and 
beautiful of any that I saw in the north : ata small distance 
there is a line of picturesque rocks, crowned with firs j 
and at the bottom of a rich meadow, by the side of the 
Mscler, presenting anoble sheet of water^surrQunded witb 
forests of fir, stands the chateau, built of wood, and 
painted to resemble stoned containing a small front of 
three stories and two long gallery wings. The grounds 
and ornamental buil(&gs reminded me of die Petit Tri'- 
anon of the unfortunate Queen 6i France at Ver^lle^; 
The rooms are small, but elegantly^ fitted up. Gustarus 
spent much of his time here ; it is said that thh spot was^ 
particularly endeared to him, on account of his having- 
secretly consulted with his friends, in the recesses of the^ 
rocks which constitute one of the great beauties of the 
scenery, upon the revolution of 1 7 72 . This cir umstance 
induced him, when he travelled, to assume the title of count 
Ilaga. Adjoining, upon an eminence, is the foundation of 
a vast palace, which Gustavus III. commenced in the 
year 1791, but which has neve radvanced since his death. 
The undertaking was too vast and expensive for the 
country, and is very judiciously laid aside by the reigning 
sovereign. 

^ In the library I was gratified by sekig several -draw* 
in gs and architectural designs of its accomplished foun- 
der, which displayed much taste and genius. The friend- 
ship and confidence with which this prince honored the 
heroic Sir Sidney Smith is well known ; the King first 
conceived an attachment for him from the resemblance * 
which he thought, and which he frequently was heard 
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to observe^ exkted bftvreen. the ff^e o£ iht hero of Acrf 
asid Charles XII. 

 As Skr Sidney is one of my ^jqs^^ tieroes^ I will run 
tibe hazard of being blamed for devi^Ung from my nar-^ 
Btfj^ve a Httie, and for detaining^ the reader an extra mo- 
mexA to relate a a&ngular prepossession he felt, . when a 
ycnth^ of* his fame, aad the theatre jo£ his future glory, 
iKhick has just ocxurred to^ my xnemory. Being senty 
some years since, on shore upon the Irish coast with a 
brother c^ksi^ who is now holding a deservedly high sit-. 
nation in - the service, to look for some deserters from 
tlieir ship, after a kmg, &t%uing, and fruitless pursuit, 
&ey halted at a little inn to refresh themselves ; having 
dined, ^r Sidney on a sudden becaine. silent, and seemed 
iostiR meditation : H My dirk lor your thoughts," ex* 
claimed his fnend, gently tapping him on the shoulder ; 
'* wh^ project, Sidney, has got possession of you now V* 
^ My good fellow,^ septied the y^ung warrior, his ex- 
pressive^ coontenan^ brightening as be spoke, <' you 
^^ will nov doubt suppose me a little disordered in my 
<* mind, but I have been thinking that, before twelve 
<f years shall have rolled over my head, I shall make the 
^i JBritish arms triumphant in Holy I^and." We need 
not kitf>ck at the cabinet door of St. Cloud to know ho^r 
speedily this preiHction wa^ verified, 

Jn the afternoon, after our return from Haga, we 
went on the Baltic to the park, situate on the east sid^ 
of the city, three English miles distant, to see a re- 
view and. sham fight of about four thousand troops, en- 
camped there. The park is a place of great resort in 
fine weather, like our Hyde-park. Our water excursion 
was delightful. The manoeuvres commenced at five 
o'clock in the evening, upon the arrival of the Prince 
Royal, a little sickly child about sik years old, who on 
this occasion represented his father. He passed the line 
in an open, carriage drawn by six horses, attended by 
some military officers and two pages of his household, 
followed by an escort of body guards. After the pages, 
who wore a Spanish costume, consisting of a jacket of 
stone-colored ck^, with slashed sleeves and a short robe, 
had seated their little charge upon ^ ro^k, jutting out of 
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a rising ground, the regiments were put in xnotiDn, and 
displayed a strong, martial, and well disciplined body of 
men. When the bloodless battle was concluded, the re- 
giraents passed in open order before the Prince, who with 
great docility held his little hat in his. hand duiing the 
ceremony, then remounted lus qarriage and returned ^ 
his nursery. The costuxtie of the two page« was the 
only relic, I met with, of the fentastic change which 
Gustavus III. produced in the dress of his subjects ; the 
difiiciiUy and danger of which, it is said, was artfully 
suggested by Catheriije 11. when be vbited her at Pe- 
tersburgh, in order to induce his pride and spirit more 
ardently to attempt the change by wliich shp secretly 
hoped that he would disgust the Swedes,, and thereby 
induce them to attempt the restoration of the fallen pri- 
vileges of tlie states, overturned by the celebrated revo^ 
lution which he effected by his fortitude, consummate 
address, and eloquence. It iiras one of the distinguish-^ 
ing marks of the policy of the mod|^ Senxiramis of the 
north, to embroil her royal neighbors in perpetual conflict 
with each other, or with their own subjects; The Swedes 
were too loyal, too good tempered, and too wise to quarrel 
ivith their Prince, and such a Prince as Gustayus. III. 
idiout the cut of a coat ; but they reluctantly adopted a 
fashion which had no similitude in the north, and assim-* 
ilated them in appearance with a people who bear na 
cjKilogy to them but in national honor, the subjects of 
his Castilian Majesty* Before we left the" camp, we pre- 
sented a fine little peasant boy, who was playing near u% 
with some fruit : his mother sent him to thank us, which 
he did by kissing our hands : a tokoi of gratitude all 
over the north. - . 

The military force of Sweden is di^'ided into regular - 
or garrison regiments, and national militia : only thelat<i^. 
ter will require some -explanation. The levies for thia 
establishment are made from the lands belonging to the 
crown, the holders of which contribute not only to the 
support of the ti*oops, but of the clergy and civil officers* 
The estates are called Hemmans, and divided into rottes 5 
each rotte is charged in a settled proportion ^ the most 
valuable with the suppoit of cavalry, the others with that 
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©f infantry. The men, thus selected from the very heart 
of the peasantry, are almost always healthy, stout, and 
■well proportioned. In war and in peace, the crown land- 
holders are compellable gratuitously to transport- these 
levies and their baggage to tfceir respective regiments, 
and to allot a cottage and bam, a small portion ofground, 
and to cultivate it during the abseiice of the soldier upon 
the service of government, for the support of his fami- 
ly, and' aha to supply liim with a coarse suit of cldthes^ 
two pair of shoes, and a small yearly stipend. In peace^ 
where the districts adjoin, the soldiers assemble by com- 
panies every Sunday after dirine worship, to be exer- 
cised by their officers and Serjeants. Beforxj and after 
harvest, the regiment is drawft out and encamped in its 
distiict for three weeks. In every third or fourth year, 
encampments of several regiments together are formed 
in some province which is generally the centre of many 
districts ; and, during the rest of their time, these fnar- 
tin! husbandnien^ whoi are enrolled for life, are permitted 
to work as laborers for the landholder, at the usual price 
of labor. Such is a Isrief abstract of the manner in which 
this griat cotistitutional fortej '^ this cheap defence of 
nations," is (M*ganised. 

Upon our return from tlie review, we were much gra- 
tified with seeing the gun boats from th^ Admiralty Isle 
manoffiM-e. These- vessels are used upon the lake 
Madar, amongst the rocks, and on the coast of Finland ; 
but are incapable of weathering high seas or. strong 
winds : some of them are of forty-four oars, and carry 
twenty-four pounders in their bow.  

Although it was the twenty-eighth of June, it t^ras so 
chilly, that I began^ to give credit to a remark that the 
nca'th has two winters a w/dte and a ^een one. We now 
prepared to make a little excursion *to Upsala, and the 
mines of Danmora, distant about eighty-five English 
miles : for this expedition we hired a little light phaeton 
for one plote and sixteen skillings per day : this vehide 
riQi^^ired only two horses, and was well adapted to the 
C2«^S roads. The» prevailing c^oriage, used by the re- 
spectable^.part of the inhabitants, is a gig, with a small 
seat be^d%ir a servant) who at a distance appears to 
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be Kolding by the queue o£ Im masfeerj andhaa altogeth^- 
er a very whirmsical effect. 

The traveller, vrhoae tkac b not limited) wouM 4a 
well to visk the fbandaries of Sahlahutta^ the silyeir 
inhiea of Salilberg and of Herstenbbtten ; Afv^estad^ 
Wihepe the copper h uefincd; "Norberg, remarkable fiw 
itft'very curious minersd productions ; Fahkin, the ca^pi^ 
tal of the heroic Belecarlians, the famous sil^ver nrnies of 
Kopparberg, the cataracts of Elfefcarlt^fi Mr. Griil'g 
aachor-fbrge al Suderfbrs ; at all which places, as well 
as at Danmora, the natural treasure and phenomena of 
Swedjsn are d^played in the most interesting and sublime 
manner. {To secure admission to most of these placed 
it will be adviseable to procure letters of introduction to 
the proprietors or inspectbrs. Pressed, as I have before, 
stated myself to have been for time,, my election fie^ up- 
on the manes of Danmora, and a visit to Upsala. 

The country through which we paaseid, with our suc- 
cufitomed celerity, vras rather lich avd pictui^esque, and 
in many parts abounded with com fie^ei; ; but as vfe ap* 
ppoached Upsala, and afterwards Danmora, the sc^iery: 
bectoke bleak and dpeaiky. The first evening w^ slept 
at Upsala, and very early the next morning proceeded 
to Danmora, where we arrived in time to hear the blow- 
ing of the rock, which commences every day at twelve 
o'clock precisely. As we were looking dovni the princi- 
pal mouth of the mine, which* presented a vast and 
frightful gulf^ closing in impenetrable darkness, our ears 
were assailed by the deep<toned thunder of the e^q>]0- 
sion below, which rolled through the vast and gloomy 
caverns of this profound abyss in sounds the mp^ aw&l 
aad sublime : frequently large masses of rock . are 
thrown out by the violence of due discharge. In these . 
mighty excavations, the hand of masa has toiled for thrf;e 
centuries. These mines produce a vast quantity of 
ore of a superior quality, much used in the Brkish steel. 
manufactories. Feeling an invincible disinelioatioa to 
descend the' principal pit in a bucket, we reached the 
bottom of another abyss, about four .himdred. feet deep, • 
by crazy ladders placed altoost perpendLoulaiiy^ a mode . 
which was attended with much trouble and considerable. 
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peril : we ioxmd the bottom covered wkh indisadlubte 
ice. Our curiosity was speedily satisfied, and we gladly 
regained the summk. Mark the force ~of habit ! -Tw<r 
elderly miners stepped from the firm earth upon the 
rim of a bucket, which hung over tliis dizzy depth, and, 
hdbding.the cord, descended ;, one sing^g and the other 
taking snuiF. The hydraulic niachmery by which th0 
mines are kept dry-, move a chain of six thousand feet^ 
whichr after drawing- the water from the mine, forces it 
through an aqueduct of five thousand feet: this mine 
is called the Peru of Sweden ► From the mines we pro* 
ceeded to Mr. Tanner^s forges at Osteiby, about one 
English mile oS^ where one thousand persons are em-^ 
ployed I 



——-Bath's in the laborious- drop 
Of painful industry.———*— 

The ore, as ft comes from the mine, is pQed upon layer* 
of fir, «aid partially melted : it is then pounded by vast 
hammers mpoved by water, afterwards liquefied in a fur- 
nace oi charcoal, whence it runs into a long mould of 
sand, v^ere, as soon- as it hardens, it is drawn out and 
laid in jMtB in the open air. These enormous roughr 
pieces are again melted^ and beaten into bars for expor<^ 
tation. 

• • . 
See, pale atid'KoIIow-eyeily irt'his blue shirtr 
Before the scorching furnace» reeking stands 
The weary smith ! a thundering water-wheet 
Alternately uplifts his cumbrous pair 
Of roaring bellows—— 
• * 

Tlie town ,9f Osterby is smaH, but neat, and princt-- 
pally inhabited by persons who have concerns with the 
mines. At tfje^nn, which is very pretty and romantic, 
we fair^ sumptuously upon strumlins and a cock of the 
woods, -tfiat had been preserved in butter ; and, after a 
hearty repast, returned to Upsala. This town, which is. 
an archiepiscopal see, and one of the most ancient Chris- 
tian establish ments in Sweden, stands in a«vast plain, in 
which the-^neral character of barrenness is occasion- 
ally relkted by some few. coru*fieId& and partial spots of 
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meddow. Bome of the pa*iv9te dwelling* and i^e cf^e* 
ges are haDdaome* and are gpcneiRally atJUccoed and stam- 
ed of a jrdlow color ; hut tke ma^^rky- of houses ara 
potnpoaed of wood> painted red, and hav^e behind thiem 
Uule gardens Blled vith appk and other fruit ireea. Th,^ ' 
lAver Sala, which communicatea with the Maekr, divides 
the town. I never saw the graas so high and so grt&ck 
Y^n the roofs of the houses as here. ■* 

Upon looking from my bed«room window at the ixm^ 
I could hot diatinguish several of them from the green 
hill on whose sumixut the ancient palace stands. Upon 
entering the court gate of this ediiicet which is of b^ck^ 
and ^as at otie angle a large round tower, with a copper 
cupola, a number of baggage carriages were pnepaiing 
to follow the Du^e of Sudermai^ia (the King's uiicle, 
and, during his minority, the Regent of Sweden,) who 
had left the apartments wliich he has here, the day before, 
to Join Lis regimentT *^ - • 

Thispriqce posse ssesconsiderable talents : unfortunate- 
ly there is at present a coolness between his Royal High-* 
ness and his august nephefw. Part of the .palace only re* 
mains, the rest having bjeen consumed by fire.* From 
the height upon which it stands the scite of the ancient 
town of Upsala, formerly the capital of Sweden, and the 
residence of the high priest of Oden, are discernible. 
Our time would not admit of our seeing the celebrated 
Morasteen, or stone of Mora, on which the ancient so- 
vereigns of Sweden were crowned ; the last in 1512 : 
it is preserved, with other curious stones, in a shed about 
seven miles from Upsala. Under a heap of rubbish, 
which formerly compqged a part of the palace, we were 
informed are the remains of some state dungeons, in one 
of which the following affecting scene occurred : 

In the year 1567, Eric iV. the most bloody tyrant 
ever seated upon the throne of Sweden, seized upon the 
illustrious family of the S lures, who were the .objects of 
his jealousy, and, in a monlent of anger, descepckd the 
dungeon in which Count Sture was confined, and stab- 
bed liinx in the arm : the young captive fell upon his 
knees, implored his clemency, and drawing the , dagger 
from the wound, kissed it, and presented it to his en- 



raged and remorseless sovereign, who caused him to be 
immediately dispatched. It would form a fine subject 
for the pencil. 

• The cathedral is a prodigious unwieldy pile of brickf 
with two square towers at the west end, in the gothic 
style whith have been recently decorated with a doiic 
architrave, and surmounted by two cupolas of copper, 
supported by doric pillars of iron. In contemplating 
such a heterogeneous mixture of architecture, in a spot 
dedicated to the sciences, I could scarcely give credit to 
the evidence of rhy eyes ; but the worst wine is always 
drank in the vineyard, n The present cathedral is erected 
upon the scite of the ancient one, which was burnt doWn 
about one hundred and fifty years since. The interior 
is handsome, and is adorned with a magnificent organ^ 
which was played when we entered, and poured forth 
some of the most powerful tones I ever heard. As I 
was looking upon the ground, I found that I was stand- 
ing upon the slab that covered the ashes of the immortal 
Linnxus, and his son, as appeared by the following &im*> . 
pie and very inadequate inscription : 

Ossa 
Caroli a Linnb 
equitis aurati 
manto Optimo 
filio unico 
Garolo a Linns 
patris BUGcessori 

€t 

siby 
Sara Elizabeta Mor/sa. 

The affectionate reverence of the pupils of this distin- 
guished expounder of nature, and the powers of his cele- 
brated friend, Sergell, have endeavored to ^upply the 
humility of the preceding tribute, by raising, in a little 
recess, a monument of Swedish porphyry, supporting a 
large medarfikm of the head of the illustrious naturalist, 
which is said to be an admirable Tikeness of him ; todeir 
it is tkQ foUowH^g pWn inscription : 
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• • • • 4 a 

Caholo a Linns 
Botaniiicorum 
principi 
Amicl et discipuli,' 
1798. 

AWiougli this tnonutnent is more worthy of hina, yet it 
is far below what a traveller would have expected to find 
in the northern seat of learning, tmd in the place which 
^ve Linnaus birth. His spirit still • seems to pervade 
and consecrate this celebrated spot. ' The traveller hears 
every remark enriched with the name of Linnaeus. 
"There," said a Swede, vnth a smile of national 
pride and an eye of delight, « is the house in which he 
^* lived, and there the garden and bower in which he 
*' stuc^ed ; over these fields he used to fly, when the sun 
« refreshed them with his earliest beam, attended by a 
« numerous body of affectionate students, to 'explore tlie 
« beauties, and unfold, with the eye of a subordinate Prov- 
*« idence, the secrets of nature ; there, if in their ram- 
« bles any one discovered a curious planj or insect, the 
« sound of a French-horn collected the herborizing par- 
** ty, who assembled round their chief, to listen to the 
« wisdom that fell from his tongue." 

In a private chapel in this chathedral is the tomb of 
the glorious Gustavus Vasa, whose effigy is placed be- 
tween that of his two wives, Catharine and Mat-garet ; 
and in another, that 6f the Stures, whom I have before 
mentioned ; the latin inscription upon this monument 
thus aifectingly Concludes : « All that was nobie ai^d 
" magnanimous could not soften the iron heart of their 
« sovereign ! Reader, if thou art not as unfeeling, la- 
*' ment thte undeserved fate of such virtue.*' In one of 
tlie recesses we saw a small recumbent statue of Johii 
III. which experienced a' similar fate ; the ship that was 
conveyin^t to Sweden fronrv. Italy, where it was made, 
sunk near Dantzig, and the 'statue remained under 
water for one hundred atid fifty years, whenit was fished 
up, and presented by the burghers of Dantzig to Eric, 
and was deposited in the old cathedral. Here i*ep6se 
also the remains of the celebrated chancdlor Oxen- 
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stiern . It is surprising that neither this great - man, nor 
Chiistian IV, of Denmark, the two great ornaments 
and benefactors of their countries, have any monuments 
raised to their memoiies. 

The reader may be pleased with the foUawing account 
of the Chancellor from the pen of the eccentric Christi- 
Da» queen of Sweden » who was placed, during her minor* 
Ity, under the guardianship of Oxenstiem. " This ex- 
^ tcaprdinary man had amassed a great deal of learning, 
'^ having been a hard student in his youth : he read evea 
<^ in the midst of bis important accupations. He had a 
'* great knowledge of the affairs, and of the interests* of 
'^ y^ankind : he knew the forte and the ibible of all the 
-^ states of Europe : he was master of great talents, a cpn- 
^' summ^te prudence, a vast capacity, and a noble spul :. 
•f' he was indefatigable : he possessed a most incredible 
^^ assiduity and application to business ; he made it his 
<' pleasure and lus only occupation : he was as sober aa 
*' any person could be, in a country and in an age when 
*^ that virtue was unknown. He was a sound sleeper, and 
*' used to say, that nothing had either prevented his sleep- 
*'' ing, or awakened him out of hi^ sle^p, during the whole 
" coui'se of his life, except the death of my father Gus* 
*^ tavus, and the loss of the battle of Nordingue. He has 
*' often told me that, when he wcxxt to bed, he put off his 
" cares with his clothes, and let them both go to, rest till 
" the next morning. In other respects, he was ambi- 
<' tioi^s but honest, incorruptible, and a little too sjow and 
** phlegmatic.*' 

As we proceeded to the College of Botany and its gar» 
dens, it was singular to see the professors of philosophy 
booted. Every thing in Sweden is performed in boots : 
as soon as a cluld can walk he is booted ; perhaps the 
cheapness of leather may be the cause of this. The col- 
lege was erected under the auspices of the late king, with 
his accustoiilHli^taste and magnificence. Monsieur Aft* 
zelius, professor of chemistry, and who presides over the 
cabii^et of mineralogies, attend^l us with great politeness, 
Tliis gentleman has lately returned to Sweden from a 
very interesting, and perilous investigation bf the natural 



Iffitoi^ off tJieirilittior of Aftica, aifd has ^htich^l ttte 
• Atpsnttierit oyer "wiiich he abTy .jptesid^^ iKdi ^erefal 
tate 'and preciotts^bfajects, lirhich he b]xmg;lrt 'fr6m l^brat 
country. His mineral collection is ihnch e8teeiiied> but 
I confess my itialalHy to describe it. 

Amon^ other matters, the cdnre^fsafdctti Ignited tipcm 
the authenticity of Kiany of Mtingo I*arkfe*s tnarvellcni^ 
Itoii^Sjiipon irhich the Professor tissured iis, that fi^ hfe^ 
R^ved his relation to be perfectly tHie, aind dedatfed^ that 
Ih that distant and uiift«4uettted regiwi life had hinxScf f 
inet with many ektra6fdinai*y 'Objects and occurrences, 
trtiich it required great courage to feldte. . l. haire, slnice 
iny return to England, scffen some beautiful drawingJi 
inade upon the spot, descriptive of the manners, and 
j)articularly of the rural economy of the interior AM- 
eans, by a highly ingenious and enteiprisitig -artist, Sd- 
Inuel Daniell, Esq. which fully confifra thte obserratiGn 
of the learned Professor, and might, from their concut- 
ting and convincing testimony, abiite the force of hm ap- 
^prehensions. Upon the subject of abolishing the «lave- 
fhide, the Prdfessor made a remark, which, flowing from 
local knowledges and long intercourse, strongly impres- 
sed my trfnd : he deprecated any other than a gradual 
abolidon, for which' thfe minds of the negroes should be 
prepared ; and declared, in a very emphatic manner his 
Jierfect conviction that a violent emUncipaHwi would oiily 
shock and endanger this great cause brhumanity. 

Although tmacquainted with botany, I was muth 
gratified by seeing one of thie rooms, in which th^re 
\vere some beautiful and flourishing date and plane trees, 
bedded in fine mould, and several rare plants froih the 
South Sea islands, growing ag^nst a green tMlIage 
that frah on all sides of the aparttnerit, which was fbrili- 
^'into walks, and h*d'8t¥etyagireeable' effect. 

Amongst thC^IIfuridsities in this room,^|||rilfnot fail to 
"pay my respects to avenerabfe pa*lNiit,%lil^vve were as- 
sured had exceeded ' his hundredth year : he displayed 
the marks of great antiquity, part of his plumage was 
entirely gone, arid there Was a very visible appeanmce of 
feebleness both in his eyes and in his beak; but he is 
i^till likely to see several years more roll over Im tufled 



}ii^; Thf iwmf^ of ^ KM9m |i9»iKi.9t!?etef»fiefi^ 
turn of nalive dka^e^ tc^ the pliasi/ts $ k w^is gratily.in.^ 
u^i^/^ art 1^^ stiiippoe^i^ ^alHre )|i abkpl^ Attel hostll^ 

k^ i^^rtf&ii by doHc piUarSp mi wl^ch^ Kh^^ finishit 
e4». ivill be warn^ b^ fiiMarl^H stoves mi nine flv^e% 
CQiM^al«4 iiX thecolumni^ Th^r^ wei^ qo plants h^tm 
^ tbjft tk^^v^ TJs^ vcyna^ fop tiv9.m«is^ain is ^o i^t yel 
coHiplQted) t^e de&lgn is ex^e)le]gtt« l^h» lecture-room i(| 
^r}f eiipacoQua ^ad baadsoipfi). ajod o^iks lato tliat p^rl 
q£ tW garden irkiqh is fini^d aod ready for. tbe sttif 
deiatsy under a.portico of pestum colunv^s^ The plants 
ifi tfa^ givrdien are i^rr^^ed Al^e^bi<^ to the plaa auQ4 
^lasMfi^ation of |jiEaia»i»i,and aflWd no dpubt a rich n^i^t 
tal banquet for the erudite berbs^^^ The library of th^ 
oaiviKtfi&ty ia not a^w thMght ^a^rv^nig of the y^h re- 
pM^tlon wh^h was 09t«;e ^x^ t^ i4 : it is divided into 
Aree> apartn^ents, the firs^ is dedicated t(^ beileslet-i 
^rs, hdistory^ s^d natural lu&tqry ; the second is mis-* 
4^e)tanf o^s> and was presented to the Hniv^r$ity by tho. 
lat« KiBg i and the thi.vd is coniiDed to th^ology^, juris* 
prudence^ a^d linedicine. Thjs library hatS been aug-^ 
«&^nted at vap^us Uioaes by thf^ literary collections o( 
thoiie countries which have bowed to the SwecUsh awordv 
The libraiiaiH who had lived sop^. years with Sir Josepl^ 
Banks in that capacity, shewed us a very precious man'» 
V^vipt 0f a Gothic trai^lation of the four gospels, sup- 
posed tp have been niade in the tovirth century, upoi^ 
veUani) richly illuminated with lai'ge siU^r ^nd sonrio 
golden letters,, which hav« b^n ma^e by the brush : t|io 
^nm^r are faded, but the latter are in excellent preser* 
vation. This boo{^ fona^ed apart of the literary pillage 
of Prague^, in 1648i and was sent to Christina by Count 
KomgSHiark ; {rom that princes^ it was pUfered by ^ 
Dutchman^l^^oii wl>ose death it was purchased for 250/. 
by some good patriotic SwedejL and presented to tho- 
university. 

We were shewn some curiosities, which, in justice to» 
the university of UpsaU> I nvust^acknowkdge that even 
l}K>se whQ displayed them Yf^ix ashamed eft and were 
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^nercajcukted to augment- tiielDa^iiet of some litdey 
capriciou&9 spoilpcly- priaeess^* who wa& jiiat ca|>able of 
running alon^i.thoii that of a gmve and loaned b(id]r> 
jri** the slippers^of jthe Virgin, ^ary, Judas!s purser kcs ! 
^ In a small room in the Ubrarj^ we saw a targe cheat^t 
about the size- of a bureau bedslead^ double iocked^aad 
aealedy containing the. manuscripts oC .the late Kingi 
whieb he fdirected should not be opened tiJJ fi% , 7 eaus 
aftep his decease. Conjee^ture and oxpectatJioi} frequent^ 
ly hover over this case^ which will, no doubt, one da^ 
unfold to Sweden much ii)te]%sting memoir, and litsetarf 
treasure. Here we wei^ shewn ^ome Icelandic manU'^ 
acriptsr said to be upwards of eigbt hundred -years (Hdy. 
and several Lapland tracta.. How wonderfuty.that Utera^ 
ture should liave lived, and even ^mQed> in regions 
which the sun rarely warms ! - 

;> In one of the mineralogical colleotiona, separate from 
that of M.'Aftaeli^s^ we were much gratified, by sedng 
some transparent agates containing flies, elastic saiid* 
stones, incombustible purses of asbestos, a mitral founf) 
in the iron mines of Danemora, some beautiful chry^Bdv 
and many other rarities, w hich were displayed and fac* 
plained with the greatest perspicuity and urbanity . The 
atudents amount tp about one thousand, lodge> and board 
themselves according to tlieir finances^ and inclinations 
in the town ; in general they wear a bkck gown without 
sleeves. 

By an unaccountable mistake we omitted tobiing with 
us some letters of introduction to the university, which 
were offered to us at StocklK^Im, but upon a profi^sori 
who happened to be in the cathi«dral at? the same timQ 
with ourselves, observing^ that we were Englishmen, he, 
in the poUtest manner, '^enabl 2d us to see what was tilost 
worthy of our attention, ^ur • omission, #nd Professoi* 
Aftzelius's imperfect knowledge of the English lan« 
guage, produced a momentary embarrassipent : *' How 
•>' dan you,'* said ,he, making a /ow. bo^^ <> come here 
" without letters of introduction ?" What be nwsant 
is obvious, from the politeness with which he received 
us. The Professor will not be angry> I am sure,, and the 
IbUowing whimsical error will completely keep bim ii^ 



eountenance ; it was ref^ited by the brave aaid vfenerablrf 
Prince de Lcigtie^ ^rhom I had the pleasure of meeting 
at Mr. Jackson's, our ambassador at Berlin, of an Eng- 
lishman who had been introduced to him, and who Wa« 
vehemently anxious to make himself master of the 
French language. It was the custom with this gentle^ 
man) for the purpose of restraining as much as possible 
tile blunders which, he was perpetually committing, 
always ill conversation to speak each sentence in Eng^ 
iish first, and then to translate it into French. One day- 
he called upon the Prince who is a very active man, aK 
though far advanced in years, and finding him on his 
couch, and wishing to rally him on the .occasion, thu*i 
began : « My Prince, Alon Pnnce-^l am glad to see 
« you, je snis ckarn e de 'voun voir — On your couch, dank 
*' voire accouchment — ^that is, instead of * on your Sd- 
** pha,* ' in your lying in." 

- The revenues of this university, the first in the nortli 
of Europe, are rather narrow ; fortunate would it be for 
this learned institution if it were more the fashion to 
eomthit the sons of gentlemefi and noblemen to its care ; 
nothing btft such patronage is wAntihg' to expand its 
energies, genius and learning having made this spot their 
favorite residence. The attentions that we received 
there, and which our own forgetfulness rendered accideri- 
t&l^ have left a lasting impression upon my mind of tht^ 
respect which is paid to Englishmen. 
• It is%y quitting it that we are able best t6 appreciate 
the value of our country ; every Englishman who leaves 
it from honorable motives, becomes a subordinate repre- 
sentative of it, and ought to revolt at tarnishing a name 
which is every- where honored. 

The populaliofi of Sweden) including Finland, is rapid- 
ly encreasing ; it is at /present ascertained to exceed 
three millions. The ^revenues of Sweden arise from the 
poll-tax, about one shilling and three pence each persony 
with certain exceptions ; royal demesnes, witjdows, 
h6rseS9 equipSges, supernumerary servants, watches, 
tc^cco, snuff, duties on exports and imports and distilled 
spirits, on mines and f6i*ges, part of the great' tvthes, 

L 2 "^ • ' 
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deduediOBs from aalafi«B, petiaionft and plices, and ino- 
nopoly of salt-petre. The httring fiahety is aaM to W 
much on the decline. We ^Miiid every Msa^^ except: 
xlolh, very cheap in Bivtdeiiv 



CHAPTER IX. 

r 

Poor /iost'horae»-^lMnguage'-^Mdrry criminal^-^rtson- 
ers-^Psalm-singing waichtneiu — JVaaher^uortierv-^French. 
comedy — Passfiorta^^nde coram of a little dog- — Set 9fdl 
for Swedish Finland'-^Begging on a nevf elepicnt^^Tal"- 
anda upon islands^^^ masBdcre — The arts^^bo^-^Pliea 
'^^Forests, on ^rC'^^Rwida — ^FredenckBham^^Rtiadan: 
coins. 

o 

t * 

THE Swedish peasantry are oer^Bty not se^merciliil 
to their horses as. their neigfab<H*s tibe Baite&: hat 
provident and generous Nature, who; foreseding the cru- 
elty of man towards the poor ass, armed his ^e^ with 
the toughest hidis, made his temper patient, and taugltC 
him to feed contentedly upon the thistie, seetna to have* 
fortified the Swedish post-horse against hai^ishi^ and^ 
neglect. I have frequently seen this poor animali after he. 
has brought us to the end of a long station, ieft^to ataeod 
in the road, refreshed only now and then' by aome Iklle 
bits of hard bread, broken from a circle whibh tiie. driver 
generally wears slung over hia- shoul4er6. Dudkig thia 
excursioti^ as well as on our first progt^s- through the- 
country, my ear was frequently delighted by the atrong 
resemblance between, sokI even^ identity of the $we(^sh 
and English languages, as in the following words.: god- 
dag, good day 5 farvel, ferewell ; efter, after ; go, go ; 
vel, well ; hott, hat ; long, long f eta, eat ; fisk^ fish \ 
peppar, peppier ; salt, ssJt \ viim, wine ; liteo, little \^ 
tvo, two ; go put, go out ; streum, rivers ^coc^ 'red).: 
ke. &c. 9 
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The Swedish lang<ti%e^ whkh h derived ir&ta thm 
Gkrthic, hft& two different pponunciati^ifi ; one in wh&di* 
every* ktter in a wonl.b heard just aa it i«.wiitten$ audi, 
as it is used in thevarioiis brsoichea of omteorfr ; tive onh*' 
er, eatabilshed by ctiitoin for common nse, has mmf" 
al^>reviatiQna, and, in many instancea^ I was informed 
by an intelligent Swede, denatea from the rules of gram'» 
mar. The language is very sonorous : £t places^ as doesy 
the Dantshy the article at the end of the nouns^ as in the 
most ancient languages, contrary to the English and Ger-^ 
man, aa the mun^^ der man ; Swedish, mannen, 

Soflje of tka national songs are said to be very sweety 
and to brfeath^ the true s|>]trk 6f poetry.. Amongst their' 
modem poets, tiifey speak with great rapture of Dalin ;: 
and amongst their ancient of Siiernhielm, who flourished 
m the reign of Gustavus Adolphus, ^d, wonderful to 
iekite, was- the greatest mathematidan and fi^et of hi» 
ageV. Perhaps tt was the life of that singula man that 
suggested that whimsicai satyrical poem, <^ the Loves o£' 
the Tmngtes.** 

The h^esfi} dvdert» ef the Swedes are highly culd^ 
iKBSbed, wi^ inlbrmed^ and accompliimed.. In conse- 
quence of every pafish havki^ a^pobik school, almost 
evei^peaaalitGaxireei^ and many of the sons of the peas* 
antaare fieitt fnnn these sehoois to the colleges at Upsala^ 

A^ I was stroMI^ ti^riMLgh the streets of Stockholm^ 
jast after our return itom. Upsala, I met with an occur* 
fence whioh eleatly . estshlish&d that an annate ^enti- 
ascnt of suhasis^sion to the lawa wiil better ensure the 
safe custody pf their vklaitor. than guards^ and. gaolers ; 
aild It k admitted, thaJb the Sweden are more under the 
ifiAueMse of such aa iin^)ttlse than any otiier people* 
Turnsoff a comer, i wals oveprtidgen by a raw Hkxeh-head- 
ed omatsrymair, who» aa It aftetwards pvoved^ had never 
been ifx the cky before^ dming^ in a Jiittle country cart, 
a very robust merry looking ^eJioW, whose . hands were 
fastened by a large chlmsy pair of handcuffs, and one 
leg chabied to some Utile sHps of wdod. which composed 
part of the body 6f the vehicle. Both driver and culprit 
hadt^it appea;N|i» indulged thioiselves. with a &w snaps 
on the road, arid were neither of them very sober nou 
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'atnTowfui* The prixKmer, who, from his «op6iior bkq 
and strength) mighty I am satisfied, have easily knobked'' 
down tlie rustic with the iron round his hands, if he^ ha9 
been aodispbsed, and e£Fected his escape with little or na' 
difficuHy, sat at lus ease, umnsing himself with now. and ' 
then pinching his eenductdr,- which' was always ft^owed 
by fa joke, and a mutual hearty kugh. In this way ihty • 
jogged on through the jCity,th<5 thief shewing his driver^ 
the road to the. gaol, as merrily as if he had been goi^g^ 

'to the house of £esti¥ity. I saw seireml prisontsrs passed-^' 
from one town to another, under similar circumstaiid^ 
of apparent insecurity., They all appealed- to be too to- 
concerned, if not. cheerful^ to be secured by the trant-' 
mels of conscience, ^ vrhich is said to be sometimes ca- ' 
pable -of holding a ruffian, by • a iwar. ' 

Upon visiting the principal prison, the rooms app^iar- ' 
ed tome to be too small and close, werie much too 
crowded with prisoners, and the healthy and the sick' 
were . confined together. • The prisoners were not com- 
pelled to work as in Copenhagen, to which eircumstftncet 
and the preceding causes, llieir sallow, looks may 
be attributable ; they are permitted to talie the air only' 
for a short time in the court «yard twice in the day; f 
was shocked to see a bar: of iron, as long and as thidras - 
a great kitchen poker, rivettedto each man's: legs and* 
which, to enable him. to .move, he was obliged to preSetve 
in a horizontal position, by a cord ^ten&d to the end^f 
it, and suspended from his waist. ' To toai^apmonet*' 
with irons of smy other weight or shape than what are ne* 
cessary for security, is a reflection upon the justice, hu-^ 
manity, and policy of the government that permits h.' 
The women were confined in a separate division of tire 
building : they were not ironed, but thtsir cells were too 
close aJtd crowded ; and they were also permitted to ' 
liye in indolence. , I mxist confess, when I reflected up«n 
the entightened benevolence of the Swedish nation, I was^ 
surprised to see how little this place appeared ta. hxvc 
shared in its solicitude, and most cordially do I hope that 
the lime is not distant, when these miserable wretches 
will be rendered more comfortable, and lesfrburthensome 
to. the state. ... 
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The-WAtohmea of Stockholm, like their brethren of 
Copenhageii, cry the hoar most lustily, and sing anthems 
adlnost all night^ to ^ the nt> little annoyance of foreigners 
whahav« been accustomed to confine their devotions ta 
the day. These- important personages of the night pe- 
raralM^iate the town with a curious weapon like a pitch- 
fopk> each side of the fork having a spring barb> used in 
securing a running thief* by the leg. The use of it re- 
qukos some skiil and practice, uid constitutes no incon- 
siderable part of the valuable art and* mystery of thief* 
catching. 

Bef<H% I quit this charming city, I cannot help paying 
a eamptiment to a deserving and meritorious part of its 
female .inhal^Cants, I mean the washerwomen, which I 
' am sure all lovers of clean linen will re-echo. It is re- 
freshing to see them enter one's room with the greatest 
pnofiretey with their baskets filled with linen as white as' 
the driven snows of Lapland, and lay it out upon the ta- 
ble with that look and movement of conscious, but de- 
cent pride, which every creature feels who has reason to- 
be ia good humor with her own works : their bills are • 
surprisingly moderate. Perhaps when the merits of 
these ladies are more widely known, luxury delighting- 
in whatever is forei^, may seek thtir aid, and the winds- 
of heaven may w&ft into Swedish harbors vessels freight- 
ed with fiiul Unenivcm English shores. 

We found th-e French comedy tolerably well attend-' 
ed i the interior of the theatre is small, and of an ob- 
long shape) meanly decorated, and badly lighted i the' 
royid-box is in the centre of the front, the whole of 
wMch it occupies. The performers were rf^spectable, 
and receive very liberal encouragement from the public : 
the scenery was tolerable. The embellishments of this 
theatre suwcr from the prodigal bounty which has been 
lutkhed upon the opera. 

^A8 the time fixed for our depai'ture was rapidly ad- 
vancing, to enable us to pass through Russia, we were 
obliged to furnish ourselves with a passport from the' 
Governor of Stockholm, for which we paid eight rlx-' 
dollars and a hsdf^ and another passport fi^m the Russian 
miniat^rj resident at the Swedish court, which coat tWQ 
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%.|>^liet9 tbs otter Mf betUg «l»9«Si»4» &Nr iitoeHifa^ 

^pe^ h!iii499d aa4 &ft«e9 Bnglisk mlc*. T1»« "«;«idl^»^ 
"^^ikh arcrliiFed i^^a these oQcumnffit are sAiigl^: ase^st^^ 
aowi rQ6«pnb]# a slianop w|th a KdMct d«f»k^ aivla piiaili qk^ 
^M^p atemn which w> iv^uch Wwar thaw tfi^ fere^ pnrv aMt 

rough weather. 

Oa ih« day of ottff deyai^tc^ inr dipfed Wfth o^^oClbe 

i^spe^^takK Ejafli^jKhew ^ap |i9aft ^thixii^h this cat»ytel^ 
wkhojirt knawiA^ and oBrnt^qoMUdy. e8le0i»i|ig him k 1 
alM/9 to M. W wiQPi)«a8| the haiAisr^ FPQoa hh hoodr^ 
X onee Bioi'e ran. i^^ to llie «)^^h^f S^. Oiftheriee)^ i^ 
thetc^of McHiatM^e% ^ tssklbe lAM t^tfcf^^Nil^ thift: 
eiif]^«9Ming>dtys, vhichy wavoMd^' c^l^Us^ ^t^-^iatf. 
1^ Wajatifully exf andad hf^w me. 

tf mag lavl int0^^ptoliiaaQIl6r-^-wd)^ iaas9;ieco<»m^iul 
liie ^rav^kr u> secure a goad quaotit)i 0I breads £q^ none 
oaA he procured' till he reaehesi Abey-*»w^ pp^eeded t^ 
th^ qt^dify rmh^re em yessel lay ki frcmt of t^er pstU^^ : 
here^ whilst I waa waiting on shofq the iteration of 
hoisting the main^cal^ a littte- trak €>$ natiosiadt charaeter ' 
Qcctured) whi^th did not fail to set me off m good humor. 
The walls o£ the cs^eraent story of the roy^ castle^ and» 
of the gardea on tl^ 6i,de, are of gramte, ^aat) ^acmaoua- 
hp thick and looig^ and cannot he taken by sap* A trades- 
man passe^l with a Uttl&dog tru^ipg after hmki th^fm^ 
mal, it is to be presumed^ had not had experience enoi^ 
to know that, kx the norths the very stonea whk;h fenst 
ih& royal pile are held evea penally sacred againat dciSle^ ' 
xnent of every sort, for, irresistibly impelled^ be raised 
one of hia binder feet agamstthis said royal wall i a aen*- 
tineU who had a httle whip in his hand, I suf poae for this 
special purpose, sent this fourfooted disk^al vk^atef of 
decorum howling, with many a backward look of re^ 
proach, after his master, whom he iF^enoeptly seceded, 
for not having taken care to prevent such disrespectful 
behavior towards the seat of majesty.. 



Alt #re-6*elod& in Hate e^ittng«€the'8u?ft erf July^ 
'^ik vtty little wind, we slow%^ withdrew from Stockv 
Mkn. Befol^ night' we were cotnfiletely becalmed ; our 
actt^taim ^rowed tis up to a rock, a&d throwing out a gang 
iMaifd, 6ed the vessel to a fir-'tree for the night. Here 
^We^kaided, and ascended the rocks^ which,, sparingl;^ 
^thed with gref morse, rose -from the water's edge 
ftia ^e tnest grand, -romantic, and pitturesque ^fisosdev. 
Se£[>re u» the i^h crimson sufAiinon of the «un, juat 
«»nk behind a durk undidating line of fir forests, gave at 
<cAice tranquiUity and tone to the lake-appearance of thin 
«Mb of the Baltioy which- was eniiTened by the white^ 
^i^;giRg aaite of a few boats, that on the opposite sid^ 
%olUy and slowly creeped through the deep .shadows dE 
€ieshiMres, crowned with t^e woods of Liston*K:ottage<^ 
^^st in thcsoUth, the tower of Sf. Catherine's, mount* 
«d upon her airy summit, the houses, the palace, and 
^e spires seetned composed of light cloud and mist. 
Tiie silence of this delicious repose of nature was only 
Mntly broken by the dashing of the oar, and the car^ 
^f the distant boattnen-; in the language of the divine 
34iteoB2 

*• Ndw cwnfe -still wcnhig on, land twilight gray 
Had -in her sober.llveiy sdl things-clad : 
. SMence accompanied $ • for beast aild biid. 
They to their graasy .couch, these to their qcsts. 
Were slunk ' —  



, With living saphirs. 



now gloived the firmament 



S^ted upon a rock, we for a long time contemplated this 
exquisite scene,- till at length the calls of sleep induced 
ns to descend into our cabin, where our accommodations 
•were very comfortable. With the sun, wliich was an 
early riser, we unmoored, and advaiiGed but yery slowly ; 
-as'we proceeded, misery in a new shape presented itself. 
From a wretched hovel, upon nne of the islands which 
begantoappearin clusters, hanging over the edge of the 
vater, and ready to drop into it, an old man in rags, and 
neatly blind, put oiKa^i little cra^-boat^and rowing to- 
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wards us implored our charity in the most touching man- 
ner, and seemed very grateful for the trifle we gave him. 
In the evening, having made but little way, the i^iaster 
again moored the vessel to another island for the night ; 
as I found was the custom^^on account of the danger^d 
difficulty of the navigation. This island was indeed a 
most enchanting scene ; upon its romantic summit p£ 
grey rock we found a little cottage, embowered in trees 
of fer, ash, and elder, tliat might well be called " thcfiea- 
want's nesi," A fisherman, his aged mother, his wife and 
his children, formed ^e population of this beautiful 
spot. A Jittle field of grass, in which a cow was grazing, 
another of corn, a garden, and the waters of the Baltic^ 
which again resembled a- lake, supplied them' with all 
their wants, and all'tbeir riches. ^ Here it seemed as if 
the heart could nolbnger ache, as if ambition might 
wish lo be what he beheld, and that love might ponder on 
the past without a pang. The inside of the cottage was 
neat and cheerful ; the good old lady, with the children 
in their shirts playing round her^ sat knitting by the light 
of a sprightly fire, and under locks of snow presented a 
face at peace with all the world. Upon hearing that we 
wished to have some supper, the fisherman, with & coun- 
tenance of health and gaiety, descended into a little creek, 
where his boats were moored, for* some perch, confined 
in a wicker well in the water, whilst his young wife, who 
had a pair of very sweet expressive eyes, laid the cloth 
in a detached room facing the cottage. Whilst supper 
was preparing I rambled ove'r this little paradise. . Night 
came on, and all the beauties of the preceding evening, 
with some variety of new- forms, returned ; the same 
bright bespangled heaven ! the same serenity ; the same 
silence I yielding only to the unceasing lippling of a lit- 
tle stream of rock water, to wliich, as it gushed from a 
bed of long moss, and as our fair hostess presented her 
pitcher, thriftily fenced with wicker, might* be apjplied 
the beautiful inscription of Bosquillon, on the fountain 
in the street of Notre Dame des Victoires in Paris : 

** La nymphe qui donne de cette eau - 

Au plui creux de rocher se cach^ : 
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S'ttivez on exexnple si beau ; 

]>onnez sans vouloir qu'bn le sacbCi 

Or thus in EtigUsh : 

" Prompt to relieve, tho* viev^at wrapped in ttonitt 
The n>mph of waters pours her generous stream z 
Go, gentle reader, do as she has done ; 
*- See wh3e you bless, but bUuiiig bd untten" 

J. C. 

It was ]U5t such a spot as the poetical spirit of Cowper 
would have coveted : his eye would have penetrated, and 
Ms pen could alone have painted every beauty. 

On the third day of this voyage of islands? we touched 
sit another, and procured a noble pike, fi^sh from the 
net, and some eggs. Our skipper very ingeniously kin- 
dled a fire and cooked ^t in his Ulftle canoe, which was 
•towing astemf by placing upon the bottom of it a largA 
£tone, upon which he set fire to some chips and pieces of 
fir, and suspended over it from an oar laid across the 
sides of the boat, an iron pot containing the fish $ our 
«ggs formed the sauce, and with a broken saucer for a 
plate, we made an excellent Robinson Cfiisoe repast. 

One morning as I was looking over the deck from the 
-stem) I beheld an operation somewhat ridiculous ; but 
as it originated in rude notions of cleanliness) and more* 
'Over is one of the domestic customs of the country, I 
shall relate- it. Our sldpper was lying at tlie feetof a 
good-natured brawny girl, who was a passenger ; his head 
was on her 1 8^, just as Goiiah some time since rested 
his in that, of Delilah ; but the fingers of our fair com- 
panion were more kindly employed than were those of 
the woman of the valley of Sorek; the skipper had no 
comT), perhaps never heard of such a thing, and this kind* 
hearted creature was sedulously consigning with a hu- 
mane, because an instantaneous destruction of sensation 
in every vital pait by an equal and forcible pressure, ev- 
ery restless disturber of his xieace in that region, which 
most assuredly must be, though doctors may dispute 
the point, the seat of reason ; the eabin-boy suc- 
ceeded his master, and in return, vrith \iie keen eye 
and nimble finger of a monkey, gratefully repaid the 
obligation upon the head of his benefacti^ess. In Italy t 

M 
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these engaging little offices of kindness constitute "the prin- 
cipal delights of courtship. . ' . 

The islands, after we had passed Aland, and ^s wfe ^p> 
proachcd the Gulf, ceased to present any picturesque 
object ; they appeared but a little above the water, and 
were scantily covered with slender weak firs, whose 
naked branches were whitened^ over with hoary nao^*, 
and at length, from their number and similaiity, becaine 
irery tedious, and as dull as the melancholy ' forests 
through which our road lay on shore. 

In the midst of the heavy ennui inseparable from such 
a situation, by good fortune upon rummaging my port- 
^naiitau I found a catalogue . of the year's exhibition ; 
with this precious prize m my hand, I jumped into the 
little canoe astern, ^ defied the'gloom of th^ rocks ai>d 
firs ; with fresh vigor my memory revisited that splen- 
did gallery of the British arts. The genius of West, 
of Westall, and of Smirke, in history ; of the Daniells, 
and of Turner, in landscape ; and Lawrence, in portrait 
painting, again filled my mind with the proudest sensa- 
tions of delight. During these meditations I had pre- 
viuled upon the president and council to confine the ad- 
mission of portraits to a certain number, that the public 
eye might no longer be confused and disgusted by a 
jHob of faces, in which nature had done nothing for the 
originals, or the painter hut little for nature. With a 
Uirifty use of my treasure, it lasted till the tenth, when, 
as I was gazing in my mind's eye, with silent rapture, 
upon the bust of the lovely Lady Ribblesdale, by Bacon, 
the fairy fabric of my reveries was in a moment destroy- 
ed by a cry of " there is Abo, there is Abo.'* 

About two English miles before we reached the tbwn^ 
If e entered a very narrow channel, not above forty feet 
wide, wliich was marked out by* piles, not wide, enough 
to admit of large vessels, which are obliged to moor a 
little before the entrance of it. On the left we passed by 
the castle built of brick stuccoed : it is very ancient, 
and has a very picturesque appearance, and was once the 
prison of tlie bloody Eric IV. but is now a garrison. A 
little further on the same side is the house of the gallant 
Admiral Stecldynk, who ia the last reign displayed dis- 
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tingiushed skill and bravery in several engagements with 
the Russians, and who has the command of the gun- 
boat^Y which are ranged in a long line of boat-houses near 
hfe "residence. It is a matter worthy of observation, 
particularly at this period, that the gun-boats used in the 
naval conflicts between Russia and Sweden with so much 
^ffect, originally suggested to France the idea of using 
them against this country. In the seven years war they 
were recommended to the Due de Choiseul, the minis- 
ter of Louis XV. by C?j>tain Kergvagelin, of the 
Swedish navy, and in the late revolution by Captsdn 
Muskein, who was also a lieutenant in the same service : 
this small craft is capable of acting in the Baltic, where 
no tiies ever ijttterfere with manoeuvres ; but it has ex- 
cited Astonishment, not only in Sweden but in every 
oth»r part of the Continent which I visited (apd I men- 
tloTfit with more shame than reluctance, because with 
the millions of England, I believe at the time in the ro- 
mantic practicability of the long, very long threatened, 
invasion), that any reflecting Englishman could believe 
in the possibility of a flotilla of gun-boats crossing such 
an expanse of water as divides the Isle of Wight from 
Boulogne, subject to the tides, currents, and winds, 
which are with more or less certainty felt there, omit^ting 
the'protid dhd- confident reflections which our -galkrit 
cruisers, and channel fleet naturally suggest. We well 
know, that in the year 1791 Muskein, without having 
much to dread from the natural difficulties before enume- 
rated, on account of the shortness of the distance, at- 
tacked that dot in the channel, the island of St Marcou, 
with fifty of his redoubted gun-boats ; that the battery 
of the little wave 'girt fortress blew her rash and pre- 
suming enemies to atoms ; and that their commander 
with difficulty escaped only^ to be disgraced by tl^e Di- 
rectory. '^In mere patriotic ardor and enthusiasm, inder 
pendent olF tides, currents, winds, cruisers, and fleets, 
the French, if they reflect at all, will regard St. Marcou 
as a miniature of a greater island. 

Beyond the boat-houses is the custom-house, from 
whence an officer came on board, and proceeded up the 
river with us to the town, which, with the cathedral, 
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now pt^eiite^ the appearasce of a large, and p^ulaus 
vXf. . We soon readied the quay, and very. gladly haxd^- 
adin^th<q capital o{ Swedish fluland. 

In p]dr inn yard I beheld the first indication of our 
.being. In the neighborhood of Russia^ in a clu&issr 
kibkka, the ordmary carriage of that countryf and whi(^ 
was here exposed for sale. It is a small cart, vesy 
Siuch resetnbting a cradle> round at the bottom, about 
fiye feet long, and in which two persons can sit or lie« the 
latter is tb6 usual posture^ and who are protected , from 
the weather by a semicircular tilt, open in fronts made 
of broad laths interwoven, and covered with birch or 
beech bark ; it has no iron in it, but is fastened to the 
body of the carriage without springs, by wooden pins 
and ropes : the driver sits upon the front of it, close to 
the horses' tails. At diniier we had some delicious wild 
fitrawberries, the first fruit that we had tasted for the 

year. 

Abo is situatad upon a point of land where the gulfe of 
Finland and Bothnia unite, is a large town, and carries 
en a tolerable commerce. Many of the houses are lasid* 
eome : they are mostly built of wood, but some are of 
brick stuccoed, and the inhabitants are said to ex(;6ed 
ten thousand. The ftr of Finland is superior to that«^of 
ftny ether part of Sweden, and particularly preferred for 
building : great quantities of it are annually sent from 
Abo to Stockholm. The cathedral is a very ancient 
massy pile of brick, displaying no attractions to the eye ; 
imd the gloom of the interior is augmented by a batbai*- 
ous representation of drapery in blue, upon a leaden- 
colored groi)nd : it contains the tombs of many illustri- 
ous families. Chdslina, who with all her levities was a 
learned woman, and the munificent friend of learning, 
x'ndowed an university here, which ha.s a library contain- 
ing ten thousand iudiffereut volumes : the former is not 
in a flourishing condition, and the latter worthy of little 
notice. We ascended die craggy rocks impending over 
one side of the town, which, with the windings, of the 
Aura, and occasional glimpses of the gulf of Finland, 
shining through the openings of those dark forest that 
cover its sliores on this side, presented a soniewbat in- 
teresting, but sombre prospect. 



In the cdtirte of iiiy northern exctirsioB} It iffcs gcfi* 
^traWy my fete, when we passed a night in t towii} to m:^ 
a ball CH* a publk coffee roem lor my chaThbcr^ "WHchj 
on account oftheir size, arc generally the most coinfi^rt- 
less apartments that a man can attempt to close his eyeJS 
in. At Abo, ray bed was made up in an appendage to 
'the bal!-foom, and had Ihuch of Fhmish decoration to re- 
"comm^nd it. The wall* were laboriously pjd:nted in 
■glowing colors, with flaming sWords, fiddles, and flutes, 
?\nd serap/him's heAds, which were saved from the vora- 
xious and expanded beaks of giiffins, by the tender inter- 
position of baskets of flowers, alid oter the whole there 
was a pretty sprinkling of sphinxes and the rpycl arms of 
Sweden. Here we provided ourselves with a stock of 
prfe^ions for our journey, and early the morning after 
buf arrival bade adieu to Abo; The regulation of the 
post and thecoih are the sartxe here as in the other parts 
of Sweden. 

 An we proceeded fhe' fatce of the Country began to un- 
dulate; we observed that the honses were constructed 
of ftr trees rudely squared by the axe, and laid> with a 
little Tildss betmjen, irpon each other, the ends of which, 
instead of being cut off, are generally l6fft projecting 
heyoird the sides of thebtiifding, and hiive & most savage 
and slovenly appearance. The roof is also of fir, some- 
times stained red ; the windows are frequently cut with 
the axe after the sides of the house are raised. Such of 
these as were well finished had a good appearance, and 
are very warm Mid coirifortablc within. Our servant, 
who was weM acquainted with the Swedish language, 
liegan to fiad himself, every mile we advanced, more stnd 
iXKM'eptizSrled. The patqi^ of this pro\'Tnce is a barbarous 
and unintelligible mixture of Swedish and Russ. The 
sumsficr now the eleventh July, burst upon us with Jiery 
fiery*, with no other precursors than grass and greeli 
leaves* On a ^dden the fii^s which experience si longer 
date of cxiste«i!ce ift the north than in the milder regions 
of Europe, on account of the stoves used in the former, 
awoke from the torpor in which they had remained^ be- 
tween the disconfeuance of artificial:* warmth and the de- 
6tdv« artitat of %ke hoi weather, and anTK>yed us beyond 
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wiagpip%^on. : They zre the musqukoes and piftg^ M 
the north. No one^ but those who bare suffeited, oDid4 
believe them capable of prroducing so much torment. . - 
One night we put up at MjdboUstedi a-^aolitary poft- 
houae in the midst of a gloomy forest of fir, wliooh. la|f 
upon the borders of an arm of the gulf of Finlatid. 
The post-master ushered us into a little hole in a m^ood* 
en shed) oppodte to the post-hoUse, the latter beisug-oc^ 
cupied by his family. We had the consolation of fiiid*« 
ing that we had the place to ourselves, from which we 
ccHlld never have expected to emerge, if, notwithstandA 
ing the treachery of our vorfoode some tame before, we 
had not formed a high opinion of Swedish moralx^^ 
The windpws!^ y^hich looked into the depth^of the fotestf 
were as immoveable as the building; this was ^sosoe-^ 
what sati^actory. It is always a pleasant tivn|^.t(3f 
strengthen favon^le impressions with judici0iispr6cau«> 
tions. The sidea of the room were completely enetasU 
ed with iliea, who at this momait were recruiting them*^ 
selves for the mischief of the next day ; and mice and 
tarrakans,^ or beetles, shared the possession of -the fioor. 
In two corners of this decorous hole sto«d two ct^b&i 
each furnished with a bed of straw, a hronze^colored 
blanket well, charged with fieas, and a greasy coverlid:. 
Cribs are the usu^ bedsteads in the north. Here we en*^ 
deavored to invoke that sweet power which 

" '■  ' o eldom visits sorrow ; wlieii it dotfa;» 

It is a comforter." 

Alas I our wretched taper, and the bustle of brihgiti gin our 
luggage, had excited an alarm amongst our tormentoirsr^ 
who besieged us in battalions. These busy many-eyed' 
n^aranders, with their gossamer wing and incessant hum, 
opposed the approach of sleep, and fairly kept hfer albof 
for two long dr<jary hours. Weary, yet incapable bfft-^ 
pose, something was to be done. I resolved upon re- 
venge, and accordingly made an irritable effcwrt to sur-^ 
prise three of my enemies, who in a 'row vfere auda- 
ciously washing their little slender black hands upon one 
of mine ; I gained nothing by my rage but (such is the 
association of ideas) the ^collection of an admirable rep- 
resentation, which I once saw in a privateToom, of an 
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ideot 9ttemptifig to do the samb tbin^, and the wild de-^ 
Bght wbtcE he displayed in succeeding, by a gentleman 
who closely and <chastely copying nature, the only model 
capsd>le 06 making any actor great, may be ranked amongst 
t(te firsteominediuis of his time, I mean Mr. Matthewft/* 

i-. The ilhipreasion of that surprising display of imitsitive 
pow%r, so completely occupied me, that in ^spite of my 
opponents, I succeeded in closing- my eyelids, and never 
opened them until the full day broke in great glory^ 
Upcm rising- 1 found some brother travellers, who ar- 
rived- After we had retired- to- rest, had slept on the 
earth under their carriage, and were in the act of shak* 
ingtliemselves and setting off for Abo* I must Confess, 
agreeable as solijtiide freq'uerttly is to me, I was glad to 
retirefrom this species of it; « As the sultry sun was 
fiaming in- the meridian, we passed a large portion of a 
forest on &re. This circumstance wasnot the effect of 
acdbdent nor of a natural cause, which in these regions is 
frequently followed by the most direful consequences, 
and to which I shall have occasion to allude hereafter. 
By. some smart touches of the whip we saved our seN 
vajSkt, horses and carriage, from being ^ little toasted on 
0ne side. What we saw arose from the farmers clearing 
the ground^ who confine the flames to the proper boun- 
dary by making an interval of felled tifees* In the eve- 
ning we passed by at some distance, another forest which 
was in the same predicament, and had a very sublime 
and novel effect. 

, The cc»mtry about Borgo^a garrison town most mise- 
rably paved, and where our passports were demanded) 
is undulating and fertile, but the cottages in that part o£ 
Swedish. Finlapd are very miserable, and the peasantry 
wretchedly clothed, The men, the women, aind the 
children^ had no other covering than ragged shirts ; al- 
though the sun was too intense to indjiice any one to pity 
them on account of their exposure, to the weather, yet 
tiieir appearance was that; oiexjLreme penury. The roads 
were stiU excellent,' and ensdjled us to proceed with our 
ajccustomed velocity. TJie time did not admit of our at- 
temptlAg to see the celebrated Swedish fortress of Svea< 
l^dtg^w&ch occufnes seven islands in the gulf of Finiand»< 
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«iid is capable of presetting the fleets 6f Swedeti agsatist 
the Russians. The. batteries, basons, and ck>eks> are of 
hewn granite, aad ^d to be stupendous. T wa^ tctoh^ 
ttied afterwards to my Hot having attempted to see this 
l^ace, as I found some Etigfish travellers, of great respec- 
tability, were about this time refused pen^b^i^ni to view 
It, and that too with some degree of rudeness. 
• About three miles from Louisa, another girrison town, 

; \^ we reached the frontiers of Sweden, and in a custom and 

. guard houses beheld the last remains of that country.' A 

! ,.' Swe^sh soldier raised the cross bar, such as I described 

in Denmark ; we passed over a bridge which crosses ia 
ft branch of the river Kymen, and' divides Swedfen frbni 
Russia. The cxdustve right of pmnting this little 
bridge, had very nearly inilamed these rival • liatidna to 
the renewal of all those horrors, which hatve so longhand 
^ 'to prodigally wasted the Mood and treasure of both dotrt* 
fries;. Jt has been contended, that aggregate bodies of 
mett are governed by other rules of conduct, ^an those 
which ordinarily influence merto mdfviduah : for fny 
part I regard a nation <mly a» a man i^agfdfied, con- 
^tarltly displayirig all the actiger, inveteracy, es^ce, and 
petaJance of the solitary being. TMs marvellous ^sputc, 
itfter a stormy ^scdsMon, with the sWord halMrawn, 
was settled in the following malHier, viz. Sweden was to 
use what sized brush atM^ whM colors^e preferred, u|K>n 
«ne half of the -bridge, and on the other Russia the Hke 
materials in the way that best suited herfency ; but it is 
isselesl^ to talk about a few pites and plaiiks ; they were 
the ostensible, but the real e»ruse ©f the difference Was, 
and ever will be, the ricmUy of the countries, for, tn> 
hapfily ! nations are m^re dii^posed to^ mutuil attacch- 
mentt if they cannot see each other.- 

Russia .has exercised the privilege of her brush with a 
vengeanpe, not only upon her hatf of thi« OHd bridge, 
but upon att her pub^c buildii>g8, which she has distin- 
guished by a mfig^ye tal^r. ♦his predflection is iiaid ta 
have arisen from' the tts/eM. of the late unf<vrhcnate Em- 
peror's refliectieite upon manland, wlKmi he arranged 
lender two classes, the good and thef bad,- thinldng no 
doubt with the S^fesnkh pi«overb, tfeat ftetevew wifl be fil- 
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kd with litoBe who have done good actign$) ft&d heli ii4tK 
those who intended to do theiH^ andaccor^gly he order*, 
cd the fronts of all public ndiings^ offices, 8ic. to be striped 
with white and black. Sandho Pan^a^ a man of no lit"* 
lie wit and sa^city^ thought life snscepdble of being 
represented by an mtcrmediate color ; upon returning 
from fUft important comtnisfiiDn., he was asked, by hi$ 
maBter^ whether he should mark the day withal]^ackof 
a white stone. ^ Faith, sir/' replied his trusty seryant) 
^ if you win be ruled by me> with neither, but with 
*^ ffoad brown ochre^*' the color best suited to describe k«. 
I heard another reason assigned for this magpye a^^rr 
ance when I reached the capital. 

A new race of beings, in green uniform, stout, whisk* 
credj 9nd sun-browned, raised tilxe bar of the barrier on 
ihcther side of the bridge, stopped the carriage, and 
conducted us to the guard-bouse, a square wood^i build'* 
ing, with a projecting roof^ resting upon 11\)^% pillars o{ 
vood, under the shade of which sevend soldiers were 
sleeping. This .building was of co^i*se embellished afteir 
the £afi^a& of the bridge, and bad a most frightful ap^ 
pearance : we were ushered into a smtall shabby room, ia 
the windows were some flowo* pots, and upcm an old ta«* 
ble tlie>poeiB9 of Oi^ifui WL,JPrench> joj^tij, ati^dJ>Mhekr^ 
side a vast snuff-box and most filthy haxidkerchief $ pres- 
ently a little old Russian major entered, in a white liaen 
dressing-gown, and in French demsuided our passports^ 
with wliich he was satisfied, and* immediately made out 
cur oiader for post-horses, without wUch no one catk 
travel in Rus^a, called a fiodoragina ; upon presenting 
the pnper to us, he demanded six rubles and forty Co-* 
pecsy which he informed us consti'^uted a part of the rev- 
enues of his imperial majesty ; we t<)ld hitn that we had 
na Rus^iui money wha^teverr but offered to pay him in 
Swedish rix dollar notes : «' If you have any of them,'* 
said he. ** I must seize them," and went into another 
rocoa ; but he uttered thjj^ without severity : perhaps 
the (Consideration that he was speaking to a couple of 
Kngtishmen soft^^d his tone and look. In a moment 
we foinid ourselves like two i'.l-starred tnice, who uaex<» 
pectedly.find themselv.es within the ba^iiak beam of a 
cat's eye. 
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Our station from the last post-house in Swisdeh, ex," 
tended to the seventh rerst post in Russian Finland, and 
ve never entertained an idea that any law so pregnant 
with inconvenience existed in Russia, for making Swe- 
dish money found within its harrier forfeitable^ more es- 
pecially as there is no bank upon the confines of either 
eountry. The Major presently returned with a pile of 
Aotes, exclaiming, '* See what a quandty I seized a few; 
w days since from a Danish gentleman !'* We endeavor-' 
cd to give a turn to the conversation, in which his urba* 
nity assisted, and at length we paid him in Dutch ducats^ 
one proof at least of the safety and convenience of this' 
valuable coin. Before we parted, we observed that be 
entered our names in a registei* as arrivals on the second' 
of July : at first we were surprised, for, according to my 
journal, it was the fourteenth ; but a moment's recc -lec- 
tion informed us that we were in a country in which the 
Julian calendar, with the old style, obtains, before 
which our calculation always precedes, by an advanced 
march of twelve days. Both old and new style are 
superior to the poetical absurdity of the French calen- 
dar, wliich must be at perpetual variance with the im- 
mutable law of climates and geography : for instance, 
wh£n.AXX)j?rchant is mel;ing. away under the fiery sun 
of the French West India Islands, his correspondence 
vrill be dated Nivose, or the month of snow. 

After making our bows to the little Major, and secretly 
wishing, for his civility, in the language of his favorite 
author, that he might be ** the stolen sigh of the soul*' 
of some fair Finn giri, and that " her fine blue eyes 
<* might roll to him in secret,*' but not for ever, a circum- 
stance, by the by, which age, form, and feature, hid ren- 
dered not very likely to happen, we were most vexatious- 
ly detained on the, opposite side of the way by the cus- 
tom-house officers, who, under a broiling sun, ransacked 
every article of our luggage ; even the private recesses 
of the writing-desk were na((fsacred. The scrupulous 
fidehty with which they performed their duty, was, on 
this occasion, as, alas 1 on many others of more import- 
ance, the reason of our leaving . virtue to be its own re- 
ward J for, provoked witli the trouble they caused ns, 
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lire gave \heia nothing but black looks u^ a few pdvke 
hrverted blessings. 

We n6w began to reckon our stations by versts : a 
vers! is about Uiree quarters of an EngUsh milef andift 
marked upon a .post> painted like the. i^idge^ somewha^ 
resembling, only that the versti^post is square and much 
tallerra barber's pole. The rapidity of our^ravellingy. 
and the frequent appearance of these memorials of our 
Telocity, were the only cheering circumstances that wo 
met with. Upon the road we saw several peasants bare- 
headed, cropped, fair, with shorn boards, and booted. 
We met with little or no delay for horses : the peasaQit> 
\f> whom they belonged, attended us to take them bacKf 
After passing through a coiintry. the most wretched and 
rocky imaginable, a country formerly wrested by the 
Russians Jfrom the Swedes, in which the gloomy. sterility 
of nature was only once relieved by the waterfalls 
which attracted our notice at Hagfors, and a large camp 
of several Russian regiments, who had a very fine ap- 
pearanc^y we reached, at .eleven o^clock at night, the 
draw-bridge of Fredericksham, the gates of which had 
been some time closed. After repeatedly knocking,, a 
little beardless officer presented himself, and very polite- 
ly requested to have our passports and post-order, with 
which 'he- disappeared. Here we waited in suspense for 
three quarters of an hour z all owing to the provoking 
integrity and detention of the custom-house officer ^ 
the barrier. At length we heard some massy bolts 
move, the gates unfolded, and we entered the town 
through a long arch under the ramparts, and anxiously 
looked oi|t for an hotel : it was then as light as the day, 
but as silent as the tomb. . At length we halted before 
a house, which our little officer, as well as we could un- 
derstand him, informed us was the only inn in the 
town. Here we found no person moving : after trying 
at the door for some time kteiin, I peeped into the front 
room, and beheld a si^oAs^K a la mode de Mus^eytQ me 
completely novel ; it was a collection of nine or ten 
men and women all lying, with tlieir clothes on, promis- 
cuously uppn the floor, like pigs, heads and tails togeth- 
er. An officer passing by informed us that this was a 
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prirate house^ and that die ihiiy in Rubs called a kabac, 
iiras the next door : but that it was locked up and emptf, 
&e host having gone to enjoy the breezes of the sea 
aide lor a £ew days. This circumstance plainly demoip- 
strated one of two things ; either that tMs part of Rus- 
aiais not much frequented by travellers, or, as I fre- 
quently experiencedi that an inn-keeper, however poor, 
-is very in(£.fferentwhethar he affords them any accom*- 
modation. 

We had been traveUing all day under a fervid sun, 
were covered with dust, »id parched with thirst ; our 
Abo ham was glowing to the bone, our last bottle of 
claret was as warm as milk from the cow, and our poor 
exhausted horses were licking the walls of an adjoining 
building to cool their tongues. In this dilemma I be- 
held an elegant young officer, uncovered, in a dark 
bottle-green uniform (the legionary color of Russia), and 
an elderly gentleman, upon whose breast two resplend- 
ent stars shone, coming towards us : these stars were 
two propitious constellations. The principal personage 
addressed us in a veiy kind and conciliatory manner in 
French. Upon our explaining our »tuation, he said, ^ I 
^*^ am very sorry this fdlow is out of the way, but it shall 
** make no difference. When Englishmen enter Russia 
^ it is to experience hospitality, not inconvenience ; trust 
^< to me, I will immediaitely provide for you :" he bovred, 
gave directions to an officer who followed at a distance, 
and passed on. This amiable man proved to be the 
Count Meriand off, the Governor of Russian Finland, 
who, fortunately for us, had arrived about an hour be- 
fare from Wibourg. An ofiicer soon afterwards came 
to us, and conducted us to a very handsome house be- 
longing to a Russian gentleman of fortune. Our kind 
host, who spoke a little English, introduced us into a 
spacious di*awing-room, where we went to rest upon two 
delightful beds, which weigteiounted upon chairs. Our 
pooc servant, after the mdlfcr of the Russians, ranked 
no liigherin our host's estimation than a faithful mas- 
tiff, and was left to make a bed of our greaf:. coals on 
the floor of the entry, and to sleep conaf^ U fikdt a 
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The next day we had a peep at the town, which is 
small but handsome, from the square in which the guard- 
house Bt&nds, a building of brick stuccoed, and painted 
grt»en and white, almost every street may J[)e seen. It 
was here, in the year 1783, that Catherine II. and Gus- 
ttivus III. had an interview. Upon this occasion, to im- 
press* the Swedish monarch with the magnificence of the 
Russian empire, and to render their intercourse less 
restrained, a temporary wooden palace was erected, con- 
taining a grand suite of rooms, and a theatre, by the or- 
der of the Empress. The town appeared to be filled 
^th military. The Russians of consequence generally 
tiespise a pedestrian. I was uncommonly struck with 
seeing officers going to the camp, and even the parade in 
the town, upon a droska, or, as they are called in Russ, a 
'drojeka, an open carriage, mounted upon springs, and 
four little wheels, formed for holding two persons, who 
sit sideways, with their baclts towards each other, upon 
.a stuffed seat, frequently made of satin ; the driver wore 
a long beard (which we now l)egan to see upon every 
rustic face), a large doarse brown coat, fastened round the 
middle by a red sash, was booted, and sat in front, close 
to the horses' heels, whose pace was, as is Usual in Rus- 
sia, a full" trot. 

We here exchanged our . Swedish money* at Mr. 
Broom's, and found the exchange against us. After ha- 
ving been soTong strangers to the sight of any coin, we 
were surprised by seeing his Russian clerk*, habited in a 
long blue coat, fastened round the middle by a sash, enter 
the room, perspiiing tinder the weight of a coarse bag 
of five-copec pieces, a monstroi?s coin, fit for some infSfn- 
tine republic that might wish to excite a distaste for 
riches amongst her virtuous citizens, ^worth about three 
pence English. It muy be as well to run over the coin 
if the country now : 
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Ohe-foiirei of a co{>ec, called i poltkshk^ ^ty few iii 

One-hAlf of a coj^> tsSkA ik daifcsldca. ^ 

 Onecopcc. 
Tvfo copecft. 
Five copecfs. 
Ten copecs. 

• Hve aillvercopec piece, itofc. 

Ten ditto. 

Fifteen ditto. 

Twenty ditto. 

One-fourth of a ruble, i^'orth t<r*eiity-five cbpccs. 

One-half of a ruble> woHh fifty copeci. 

A ruble, worth one huhd^ed co{)ecs. 

The a^b between sOvey and bonk notes, ik h6w e2>6ut 
twentyifive ^r ctht 

OOLi). 

A h^!f iihp'eriil, Worth five rubles. 
An im|>erial. Worth ten rubles. 

NOTES. 

The bills are £of five, ten, IWcnty-fivie, fifty, and one 
hundred rubles. 

The Russians calculate always 'by rubles. A. ruble is 
tk>w worth &bout two shiltings and eight pence Englbh. 

A silver ruble is equal to a paper i^le, and twenty- 
livfe copecs. 

It is rather remarkable that the silver rubles^ which 
iHr^re coined in the last ^d present reigns, have no im- 
pressi^ of the heads 61 the last or present En^rors. 



# 






Cpap4»o1 northern summer. wr 



CHM^TfiR % 

Rustic urbtpdiy^r-^rcfthed village — M, /.— . WT^owr^-^ 
Greek reHgionr-^, chariSy ^Tm(m.^ReHgiQn and tx* 
tortim--^ vjord or two ^ fortified towm^Starved 
Horse^^Vohmteerj^eket'-f^.^^tfiearimct ^fPtttr^kurg'^ 
Co9»ac~^Renowned Stattte. 

WHILST the fieasttnU were adjusting our horse*, 
four abreast to the ca^iage) lo the yawi of owf^ 
kind and hospit^le host, I was amused with seeing with 
inrhat solemn and courteous bows the co^miOBest Rus- 
sians saluted each other ; nothing but an wy dress knd 
a light elastic step were wanting to ra^nk them with the 
thoughtless, gay, and graceful creatures of the Bouve- 
lards des Itsdiens : here the Russian exterior was iilor» 
decisively developed ; but I should wish to postpone a 
more particular description of it until we reach the capi> 
tal ; it is now sufficient to observe, that the men in com- 
plexion and sturdiness resembled the trunk of a tree, and 
that the women were remarkably ugly : I saw not a 
female nose which was not large and twisted, and 
the dress of the latter, so imlike their sex in other re- 
gions, was remarkable only for filth and raggedness. 
Travelling is very cheap in Russian Finland : we paid 
only two copecs for each horse per verst, except for the 
last post to Petersburg, when we paid five copecs. In 
Russian Unland the comfort of sending an avante-courier 
to order horses ceases. On the road we met with seve- 
ral kibitkas, such as I have described. 

After we left Uperla, those extraordinary detached 
rocks, and vast stones, which hitherto had lined the sides 
of the roads and were scattered over the fields, began to 
assume a redder tint, and to show a greater ponion ofjcja- 
bility than their hard and savage brethren which we^lra 
left behind, and gradually iBlappeared in deep sand : the 
coimtry presented a scene of extreme wretchedness. To 
the squalid inhabitants we might have said in the beau- 
tiful language of Cowper : 
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t(  Within th' enclosure of your rocks» 

Nor herds have ye io bojiit, nor bleating flocks ; 
■No fertilizing streams your fields divide. 
That show, revers'd, the villas on their side ; ' 
No groves have yc ; no cheerful sound of bird». 
Or voice of turtl«, in your land is heard ; 
No grateful eglantine regales the smelt • 
Of those that walk at evening where ye dweU.** ^ 

We halted at a village of old crazy hovels, composecF 
«£ trunks of trfees, rudely thrown across, each other, and 
perched upon granite rocjts ; every one of these forlorn si- 
bodes was out .of the perpendkular, whilst, fcoma little hole 
.which feebly admitted the light, the smoke issued. The 
^habitants were nearly naked, and looked like a race of 
animals formed in the anger of heaven. Instead of the 
green refreshing blade, parched hoary morse covered the 
earth ; where the limpid brook ought to have rippled, 
a narrow, slimy, brown streanv of reeking offensive water,, 
.crawled indolently and unwholesomely along. Not a 
^tree was to be seen ; not even a melancholy fir 1 Time,; 
that bids the barrenness of nature bear, that enables the 
shepherd and his ilock to find shelter and rich pasture in 
the altered desert, has passed over these I'egions without 
shedding his accuslomed beneficence. These people, or, 
as they are called, the Finns, I found always distinguisha* 
ble in the capital from the proper Russian, by their 
squalid and loathsome appearance 

Yet even in this inhospitaWe spot, are to be found what 
many a traveller in England ha^equently lamented the 
want of, viz. the exposition of ^very diverging road care- 
» fully, and intelligibly, marked out by a dii'ecting post* 
Although the peasantry t)f the country, in these imme- 
diate parts, are so wretched, a considerable portion of 
Russian Finland is considered to be as fertile in corn as 
any part of the Polar empire^ 

0Vg were prevented from reachiiig Wibourg on the 
day we set off from Frederi^ft^hs^m, on account of. our 
being detained, for want o^orses, at Terviock, which 
forms the last stage to the former place. Here, as it was 
too hot to admit of two sleeping in a chaise, I entered a 
m^^ry post-house ; the room contained only a crib and 
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a sheet) as agedy and as brown, and as filthy, as the post- 
master's face and hands, who, after having given me to 
understand that I might use the bed after he had done 
with it, very composedly jumped into it with his clothes 
on, and soon made thil black hole resound with one of 
the loudest, and loast* tuneable, nasal noises, I ever heard, 
Slee^ sat heavy upon me, and with my pelisse for a bed, 
%nd my portmantau for a pillow, I closed my eyes upon 
the floor, which appeared to be the favorite promenade 
of flies, fleas, and tarrakans. Necessity, like 

** Misery, acquaints a man with strange bed-fellows.'' 

At three in the morning, I was awakened by the jih- 
gling of the bells of our horses, which the peasants very 
merrily galloppedup to the door. The sun was up, jp\d 
threatened very speedily to destroy the refreshing 60ol- 
ness of the air. At five we passed the bridge> and were 
at the gate of Wibourg, the capital of Russian Finland. 
It is a large, handsdme, fortified town, a place of consi- 
derable commerce, alphas been much improved siacc 
the terrible fire which happened in 1793.. Like mice, 
who find no difficulty in getting into a cage^ but know not 
how to return, we were admitted within the gates of this 
town with perfect facility, but were detained no less than 
nine hours for a new post order, which must be signed 
by the governor or his deputy. It was Sunday, and 
.whilst this was negotiating, I visited the Greek church, 
which stands in a corner of the area where the parade is 
held, and is an elegant structure of wood, painted light 
yellow and white, with a roof and dome of copper, 
painted green. It had a very light and pleasing effect. 
Every -Russian, before he ascended the steps which led 
to the Qoor, raised hb eyes to a little picture qf the Vir- 
gin, fixed to the cornice, and having uncovered his 
head, inclined, his body, and crossed himself with his 
thumb and fore-finger. The Virgin was framed and 
decorated with a projectiir^ hood of silver. If she^had 
not been produced by the coarse and crazy imagination 
of the painter, it might have been supposed that one of 
the nymphs, which we saw between FreJericksham and 
tliis place, had sat for the model. She v/as a brunette 

N 2 
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of the deepest ittahogany, and hote m> resemblance 
whatevct to any bVanch of Vandyke's holy family. 

In the Greek chuVch images, musical in^frnmislntSy 
and seats, a?e proscribed. EVen the Emperoir and Eto* 
press have no drawing-rdorti indtiige'nce here! -Nfo ^ttiff* 
^ cushion, no stoleli SliUmberstn pad(fed piews, inviting^ 
to repose. Upon entering the chtirch, the^ pteoplc 
again crossed and bowed uiemselves, and then eagerly 
J^roceeded to an ofecer oF the churth, who "wis habited 
in a rich robe ; to him they gave one 6f the small p!e'ce& 
of money, and received ki return a little wax tapers 
which they lighted at a lamp and placed in a girandole, 
before the picture of the saint they preferred amongst 
the legions enrolled in the Greek calendar. Some «tf 
thcfm had a biilliant homage paid to them, whilst other& 
were destitute of a single luminary. In the body t>f the 
church were incUned tables, containing miniatures c£ 
teme of these s^orctifted personages in glass case!^ 
adorned with hbods, of gold, silver, and bmss, looking: 
very much like a collection of medals. The screen^ 
composed of folding-doors, at the badk of the alteo*, to 
Which a flight of steps ascended, was richly gilded and 
embellished with whole-letigth figures of saints of both 
sexes, well executed. In one part of the service the 
folding^oors Opened, and displayed a priest, called a 
Papa, in the shrine or isacristy, where lovely woman is 
never permitted to enter, for re^s6ns that an untravelled 
lover would wonder to hear, without caring for and "which 
Ileave to the ladies to discover. The priest always as- 
sumes his pontificals in this place, whilst it constitutes a 
part of the privileges of a bishop to robein the body df 
the church. The sacerdotal habit was made eft coSdy 
silk and rich gold lace; and the wearer, who appeared 
to be in the very bloom of life, presented the most mild) 
expressive, evangelical countenance, I ever beheld» 
something resembling the b^ portraits of our Chariea 
I. ; his auburn beard was of great length, fell grace* 
fully over his vest, and tapered to a point. Seen, as I 
saw him, under the favor of a descending light, he 
was altogether a' noble study for a painter. After rcad« 
ing the ritual in a low voice, during which his auditory 
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croBsed tbetnsdves, and one tnan, near me, in a ian^ 
and apparently penitential gown of sackcloth, repeatedly 
tOQchdd the basement with his head : the oongre^gation 
Bung in recrtatiTe^ ahd with their manly voices prodaced 
a fine efiect. This will suffice for a desciiption of the 
Creek church ; as to its abstract mysteries, they are 
but little known, even to its followers, who recognise^ 
tiie authority of their own priests only, and renounce the 
supremacy of the Roman pontiff. 

Prom this place we proceeded to a reformed catholic 
chiirch, where the preacher was delivering, with appar- 
ently great pathos, a charity sermon, in German : everjr 
avenue wras thronged almost to suffocation ; whenever 
the orator had made a 'successful appeal, his hearers tes- 
tified their approbation in savage acclamations, and the 
proper officers seized these impressive moments to col- 
lect from the congregation the fruits of their bountiful 
dispositions, received in a little silk bag, faistened to the 
end of a long stick, from which depended a small belli 
shaken whenever charity dropped her mite. 

I had good reason to believe that our landlord, who 
was a thorough-spaced Italian, ha^ been a devotee here^ 
and wished to supply by extortion the vacancy which a 
sudden impulse of henefkence had occasioned in his 
purse, Eor the felloV had the impudence to chaise us 
ten rubles and fifty copccs for a breakfast, a plain dinner, 
and a bottle Of claret. " Geiitlemen,** said he, in reply 
to our remonstrance, (which by the bye was a successful 
one) " why do you object to high' charges ? they are the 
" inevitable consecjuences of approaching the capital.'* 
There are some who, thinking with less respect than 
I do ofsithe Russians, ivould have thought that they had 
inoculated this native of the south with knavery, but I 
was satisfied from his tone, look, and gesture, that he 
took it in the natural way : so wishing that we might 
never see his face, nor that of a fortified town more, we 
mounted ourcarriage and proceeded to the gate leading 
to Petersburg, where we were again detained at the 
guard-house three quarters of an hour, because it was 
necessary that the deputy governor "should once more 
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see his own wretched scrawl at the bottom of our post- 
order, not then even perfectly dry. 

In what a situation would English travellers in their 
own country have been, with all their accustomed irri- 
tability and impatience, if the sound sense of a single 
vote had not overpowered the fortifying phrenzy of a 
certain illustrious engineer I How many governors, 
gates, and guards, would have been wished at the devil 
a thousand and a thousand times ? The gratitude of those 
who are fond of loco-motive facility, should long since 
have raised a monument to Woifran Cornwall. Howev- 
er, our stoppage reminds me to mention a characteristic 
which I had forgotten : before all the guard-houses in 
the north there is a raised platform of wood, upon which 
are little posts ; against these the soldiers on duty recline 
their pieces. 

Thank heaven ! we are out of the town, although the road 
is very sandy and hilly. We travelled all night, and in 
attempting to ascend a long and steep hill, our cattie 
beg^ to flag. There is a very material difference be- 
tween the Swedish and Russia Finn horses ; the latter 
are much larger but very weak ; indeed they appeared 
to be nearly in the situation of the hack of an eccentric 
genius, who resolved to see whether his beast could not 
serve him without food ; for seven days the poor thing 
fasted, but just as his master had taught him to lLve,with- 
out eating, he died. Upon observing the stoppage, our 
peasant (for in Russia only one takes charge of the post- 
horses) descended, and breaking a sapling fir, would 
have belabored his miserable animals most unmerci- 
fully, had we not interfered : famine or excess of labor 
had fixed them to the earth, and they had less motion 
than the. firs of the dark and hideous forest in wnich the 
accident befel us. I would not have answered for the 
perfect patience of Job, had he been obliged to drive 
four in hand in Russian Finland. 

In spite of the mUitary jokes and sparkling philippics 
of Mr. Windham in the senate, I was resolved to see if 
a volunteer unifoi m had really nothing of value in it, but 
to excite a jest. I speedily' mounted my jacket, and with 
tlie peasant walked forward to the next post-house, dis- 
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tant about two mUes and a half. It was in the dead of a 
cloudy night ; as we approached th€ house> I saw upon 
a dreary heath six or seven sturdy peasants lying on each 
side of a great blazing fii>tree, fast asleep r, 

** Allow not Nature more than Nature needs ? 
*« Man's life is cheap as beasts /* 

The moment the post-master opened the door and be- 
held my regimentals, he bowed most respectfully, and 
upon the peasant's explaining the condition of our 
-horses, he awakened the peasants by their fir-fire, and 
dispatched four of them to assist in drawing the carriage, 
and the remainder to catch the horses in the adjoining 
i?eoods for the next post ; he then, very civilly placed 
three chairs in a line, and gave me a pillow, looking 
tolerably clean, and thus equipped, I was preparing to lay 
down, when a marchand de Ugueur who lived in an oppo- 
site hotel, uncovered, with a large beard, a great bottle 
of quass in one hand, and a glass ' in the other, entered 
the room, and after crossing himself and bowing before 
me, he pressed me to drink ; all these marks of dis- 
tinction, to which let me add four good courier horses 
for the next stage, were the happy fruits of my volun- 
teer jacket. Thus satisfied, I enjoyed two hours of de- 
licious sleep, until the jingling bells of our poor post- 
horses announced the arrival of the vehicle, and of all the 
cavalcade. 

The following day 'we beheld the shining cupola and 
spires of the capital, about ten versts from us, just rising 
above a long dark line of fir forests. At twelve o*cloci 
we reached the barrier, a plain lofty arch of brick stuc- 
coed white, from each side of which a palisado ran, paitt 
of tlie lines of this vast city. There is no custom-house 
here, but we were detained nearly an hour, owing, as we 
afterwards found, to the officer of the guard, a very fine 
looking young man, and I dare say very brave withal, 
being somewhat of a novice in the mystery of reading 
and writing : our passports appeared to puzzle him 
dreadfully, at length a sergeant, who doubUess was the 
literary wonder of the guard-house, was sent for, and in 
two minutes relieved his of&cer and the Englishmen at 
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the same time. A faiivcomplexioned oossac of the po]| 
habited in a pyraxoidal ned Vitlvet cap, ^hqrt Vaxiet cIoak« 
irith a.belt of pUtols, a %ht {ujs&ee al«]ig acmss his shqyir 
ders, and a long elastic spear i]gi his hmd, mom^ted upon 
a little miserable high-boned hack, was ordered to attend 
ns to the governor of the city, and with this gard^^ d^hon- 
neuT we posted through the vast suburbs of Wibourg^ 
ind at lei^;th ascended the Empeipr's bridge of pontoons 
or barges ; here the moat mganificent and gorgeous 
spectacle burst uppn me, ai\d £>r a Hme overwhelmed 
IQe with amazement amyd admiradon. 

The sky >i^as cloudless, the Neva of a briUiajnt b}Uie» 
clear, and nearly as broad as the Thames at Westp^ster 
bridge; it Sowed majestically along, bearing on its bq« 
aom the most |Acturesque vessels and splendid pleasi^e* 
barges; as the Qye rapidly travelled several mile^up^ 
and down this glorious livery adorned with stupen-*' 
dous embankments of granite, it beheld its sides lined 
with palaces, stately buildings, and gardenS) whilst at £t 
distance arose green cupolas, and the lofty spires of th© 
Greek churches covered with' ducat gold, and glittering 
in the sun. Immediately before us extended the magni^ 
ficent railing of the summer gardens, with its columns 
and vases of granite, a matchless work of imperial taste 
and splendor. 

In the capacious streets of this marvellous Gdij^ we 
passed through crowds of carriages drawn by four horses 
at length, and a variety of rich equipages, and of people 
from all parts of the world, in their various and motley 
costume. At the governor's office we pisesented our 
passports, and the cossac left us^ The cossacs have a 
curious appearance upon their little shabby horses, which 
have the reputation, however, of being remarkably fleet 
and hardy ; their riders hold their spear, which Is from 
fifteen to eighteen feet long, vertically reding upon their 
stirrup. It is said that they have the faculty of calcula* 
ting from the appearance of trodden grass, the number 
of men and of cattle that have passed over it, and even 
tp ascertain the period of their passing. The cossacs are 
feever trained to attack in squadrons : they are always 
placed in tlie reai' of the army, and act only ift a desulto- 






tf mantlet*, tip6h the iSeti^at of an enctny. At tlic gov* 
emor's -wfe were <iUe«t!oned by the cfficer opoft duty, as 
tb ouritiolivea of travetling, names, kc. kc. ; adescripi 
fioh of hid room ^11 sere'e to give a general idea of the 
arrangements whith cbnstantly occuf in the IRossian 
houses : the apartment was Avided by a pardticto of 
wood, of about three fourths of the height of the roonr, 
indented at the top send ornisrarented with little crescents ; 
behind this screen was his bed, and in a comer, suspend- 
ed near the top of the cielittg, was the framed and glazed 
picture of his favorite saint, before which a lamp was 
burning ; this economy of space gave him the conven- 
ience of two roomis. 

Amidsit the tumult of ideas which the scenes around 
us excited, we drove into the yard of Demouth's hotel, 
I believe tiie best in Petersburg : it is kept by some ci- 
vil Germans, and stands on the side of the Moika, a 
beautiful canal, having a lich i^on railing and an embank- 
iheYit of granite. It may be as well now to caution the 
traveller against the~ free use of the Neva water, which'i 
IMI that of fhe Seine, is very aperient. 

Our hotel was upon a scale with all the surrounding 
objects, and very crowded ; it was with great difficulty 
that we obtained two uncomfortable rooms, which, ac- 
cording to the custom of the place, we were obliged to 
hire for a week certain. One of these apartments was 
ffivided as 1 have described, and afforded a place to sleep 
in for the servant. The walls were covefed with a com- 
plete crust of our old tormentors the flies, which in Rus- 
sia, at this season of the year, are little inferior to the 
plague of Egypt. After'discharging the dust of Finland 
in a copious ablution, and partaking of a good dinner, at 
which for the first time since we left Stockholm, we tas- 
ted vegetables, I sallied forth, but the day was far gone 

After hesitating some time, amidst such a blaze of no- 
^1 magnificence, what* object I should first investigate, 
1 resolved to pjjesent myself at the base of the statue of 
Peter the Great. All the world has heard of this colossal 
compliment paid by the muiiifiicence of Catherine II. 
and the genius of Falconet, to the memory of that won- 
derful many whi^levated Muscovy to tlie rank of an £u- 
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ropean empire. Filled, as I was, with admiradon of this 
glorious work of art, I could not help regretting that the 
artist had so much reduced and polished the granite rock, 
whicli, with great grandeur of conception. Forms the pe- 
destal of the statue. The horse, in the act of ascending 
its acclivity, is intended to illui&trate the ^fficulties which 
Peter had to encounter in civilizing his unenlightened 
people. Had this rock retained the aze and shape which 
it bore when, as if propelled by some vast convulsion of 
nature, it first occupied its present place, with only a 
few of its asperities removed, it would have encreased 
the dignity and expression of the horse and his rider, 
and would have astonished every beholder with a stupen- 
dous evidence of toil and enterprize, which since the suB-^ 
version of the Roman empire has no parallel. A gen- 
tleman, who saw this rock in Carelia, before its removal, 
describes it to have been forty feet long, twenty*two 
broad, and twenty -two high. It is of granite and onyx, 
and has a mixture of white, black, and grey coloring ; if 
I may judge of it by a seal, which the learned Dr. Gu- 
thrie presented to me, it is susceptible of a very §ne 
polish. In six months the rock was removed frora? its 
native bed to the spot where it no'w stands, partly by land 
and water, a distance of eleven versts, or forty -one thou- 
sand two hundred and fifty English feet, and cost four 
hundred and twenty -four thousand six hundred and ten 
. rubles. So indefatigable has been the labor of the chisel 
' upon its enonnous magnitude and rugged coating, that 
its history is its greatest wonder. The gerdiis of Falco- 
net was evidently jealous of the inide but stupendous 
powers of nature, and was fearful that her rock might 
engage more attention than his statue ; hence he re- 
duced the former, until he rendered it disproportioned 
to the colossal figures which it supports ; but he has 
thereby succeeded in bringing his work nearer to the 
eye of the beholder. Had he been content to havl divi- 
ded the homage with nature, he would not have been a 
loser. The liead of Peter, which is veryifine, was mod- 
elled by Madame CoUot, the mistress of . Falconet. The 
figuie and the drapery are admirable, and the horse is 
wordiy of being ranked next t^ his Venetian brethren^ 
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those matchless works of art, wluch now adorn the gates 
of the Tbmlleries. The spot wre this statue is raised 
is always very miach throng^j^n account of its being 
central) and leading to -one of the bridges. 

I bestrode one of tlie little droshkas which I have 
•described ; my driver, who emitted a most pestiferous 
atmosphere of gaiiic, with a tin plate upon his back, 
marked with his number, and the quarter to which be 
-belonged,.(a badge .which is used by all the fraternity, to 
facilitate their pumshment,lf they behave lU), drove me 
with uncommon velocity. His horse had a high arch 
of a^ ri^ng from his collar, mone for ornament than 
use. I was much struck with the prodigious length and 
«breadth.of the streets and vnth the magnitude and magniR- 
xence of the houses, which are built in the Italian style 
•of. architecture, of brick stuccoed, and stained to resem- 
;ble stone. They are mostly of four stories, including 
^he basement, in the centre of which is generally a large 
carriage-gateway : the^ roof slopes very gently, and is 
JGoirmed of sheets <»f cast iron, or of copper, painted red xyr 
giseen ; and belnnd there is a great yard, containing the 
.^ttt*houses, and 4ce-houses, and immense stores, of 
wood. The vast number also of chariots, each of which 
. was drawn by four horses, the leaders at a great distance 
.from the shaft horses, very much augmented the ef-^ 
feet. The postilUon is always a little boy, habitedlin a 
round hat, and a long coarse coat, generally brown, fast- 
:«ned round the middle by a red sash, atiid, strangely re- 
versing the order of things, is always inownted on ihe off 
horse, and carries his whip in his left hand, thif^ little 
fellow is very skilful and careful, and it is pTet^s^mt to 
hear him whenever he turns a corner, or sees aqy one in 
the road before him,< exclaim) or rather very irtusically 
«hig, ^^ paddee I paddee ! paddee 1" The eoachnian, 
: or, as he is called, the Ishvoshick, is dressed in the lame 
jnanfier, and wears a long venerable beard ; behind 
\be carriage are one or two servants in large, laced, 
/x)cked hats, shewy liveries, military boots and spum. 
What an equipage for St. James'sr^street on a bii*th-day I 
The beard of tlie Rus^an charioteer would here produce 
. as strong a sensation, as did the neat, formal^ little bob 

O 
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wig of Lord WhitwdrthV c^oachman in the streets of 
Paiis« The carriage rnd horses in attendance are staiid^ 
inf^' the greater part of the day in the court yards^ or be* 
fore the houses of their masters ; the horses are fed in 
hamesS) and the little postHlion is frequently twenty-four 
hours in the stirrup, eats, drinks, and sleeps on horses 
back, aiid the coachman does the same upon his bose. 
A stranger immediately upon his arrival, if he wishes 
to maintain the least respectaUlity, is under the neoeSsi* 
tyof hiring a coach or chariot and four, for which he 
pays two hundred rubles a itiontti. Without this equips 
age a traveller is of no consideratioh in Petersburg* 



CHAPTER XI. 

Jdvantages of the imfitfiAl tity^-^The vfiiage archUett'-^ 
The summer gardefis^^Msdng^^HorheB nmth ftU^e hair 
^-^Sweetn€98 of Russian langttage^^Bearded ndttiner^^^ 
Incorruptibility of beards^^Great riches amassed by 
common Russtafis^^Tfte cause ofhufnnnity and justice"-^ 
Musi and argument better than the tohifi'^^Jt negroes 
notions-^Slavery — The new kazan — Tlie knout, 

PETERSBURG Is worthy of being the capital of an 
empire as large as tiie half of Asia, liiore thati 
twice the size of Europe, and covered with a populadoti 
of forty millions of people. Its boundaries measure 
about twenty Etiglish miles, but the circumference of the 
ground actually built upon is consid^raUy less. The 
'i'ast space of its streets and areafe Will ever give it 
superiority over every other EuropeA capital^ but 
its pirincipal beauty arises frotti its beihg the result of 
one mighty design. 

In almost every other city, the buildings at once dis- 
play the progress of its prosperity and taSte. In some 
dark and narrow lane a palace rears its head : or, in an 
handsome street, the eye is sudd^ly ofietided, -by be« 
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hQlding the little squalid abod^: 0f 9. mfirchand ^e- liqueur. 
Mosi taWDSt ia their progre««) h^tyefe^eiphled the house 
oJF the Cc«*pi^ fishetrman, vho at first thriftily built hi* 
Jittte a^>ad6 of. one atocy ; b^comlAg. prosp^rpus, he re- 
solved upon rfdsAS^ ks wid.accoixiingly s^nt for a ueiglir 
hpi ui)g catpeAttsr a the villiigc architects tjo whom I sup- 
po^ the iWPWfies of. HoUa^i Wyiitt, wid Cockerell, were 
4bS,f(»tiS&iRs tbftt osf Fj»lladio* upon heiiig iufprqiedof 
.the object of his empJof^^s . wj^he»i the builder very 
judiieicm«ly hegg^ him to «tftnd up» took measure of 
Ms. height* and r^k^sd his simple chnteau 9ne story highr 
er, in which the pwnQf aiyi bis wife could very com- 
foriiJ^ly walk without rt^n^ing.. In )>r{)ce6S of lim^, 
the fi^heJm^ b^causbe nch by pmate^ijng, the house 
inust be t^Uurg^^ the roof w^s ^removed, add two roomS) 
twice the height of those below, occupied the place of 
the garret) which W8» proiEOoted .om stQi»y higher. 

Jn the capital before M^y \itm l^^s been^ actively and 
ardently cmployedin fiUing upo&e graad outline. What 
death |H;i&yeBted Petca: the. Great hvta e^tecuting, succes- 
sive sovereignsiij 904 parUculskvly Catlierine II., and the 
presisnt EmperoCi with .gre«^t t^ste ii«d encouragement, 
Jiave nearly aeconaplisbed.: So rapidly has this city 
risen, that a traveller naight think that one mind hatl 
; planned, aad one hand had executed the whole. Very few 
of the ancient, wooden houses remain ; and those wliich 
have not yet fi^len a prey to time* are lost in Uie spehdor 
of the buildings that suiToiuid them. * ^ 

Of the magical celerity with which buildings are 
constructed in Petersburg the . ;?eader may judge, when 
he is informed thjit five hundred noble houses were 
erected in the last year ; yet, though building so rapidly 
advances in the city, its popuUtion, by the last estimate, 
it appears has rtither declined, whilst that of the country 
ha3 «3QGreased» I have befoi^ stated the amount to be 
forfLf -gaillioHB) in which tjvo females are averaged to oi\e 
mahe*' « 

To all g)'*at national works, the goveitiment and the 
genius of the country have been propitious,. Unbound- 
ed power presents sm Emperor of Russia with the lamp 
of Aladdin ; '^t his hod a temple of ice rears its chrystal 
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front} or a rocky nKmncsa floats npon tbe deep.* * At 
Peter^mrg there is na put^ to cotts^t, ' the p«biii£i 
lM]ik&^ are tkerefore the rea^t of one man's ^wdlL In 
Engktfid the public is every thiBig, atulthis vanetf oftits 
taste appears in the variety of its buildhigs* 

Petersburg b divided into three -grand sectloas by the 
Neva, and a branch of it called tlie Little Neipa^ wbidk 
issues {ram the Ladoga >lake, and diseBuboglie* ilkudie 
gulf of Cronstadt : thisdivision resembles that tif Paris 
hy the S^Ae. The first section k caBed tiM Adnisal^ 
ifuarter, situated on the south side olthe river, aad-coos- 
prises the largest and most superb pavt of the city^ atfft 
is the residence of the- Ihipenal haBjy the UobiBtyv a 
principal part of -the muerchants and gentry, and nea^y 
the vhol&of the trading dimmiunity; tMspartirlbraieil 
Bito a< nund>c4r of iduids by th^ intersections of- tlie 
Moifca, the FQiita»k% the Kataiina, and Nikola e»M»« 
The second section is nasaed the Vassili Osti'O^ «Uiate3 
on the Borth'Wefll} of the river^ wiiere there are many 
pfublic btdldings and ele^^ant-stmets ; this part comeldes 
ivith the Fauxboiu^ St. Germain of Paris.:; andfhe thhil 
is called the Island of St. Peterabui^, staQdktg-on the 
north side of the river, and isdistinguishableiiA^'tlte for- 
tress and containing some good «trdets. > ' ■: ' 

The country about the city is very iat and steHle '; 
but the gardens in the suburbal part have^been mmch ini- 
provedby the intixKluction of vast quantities of vegettMe 
mould, which has been brought from distant pafts <^ the 
country, and also by ship ballast. The morning after 
our arrival, was spent in deliveiin^ otir letters of intro- 
duction ; and such is the spirit of hospitality here, so 
fi^uentlyaiid so justly extolled, that- it became ne- 
cessary to chronicle down the invitations that flowed m 
upon us from all quarters. 

In our walk upon this occasion, it wai^w^tli astonish- 
ment that we beheld the bank and pavemnt of hewn 
granite, which we first saw in the English line in the 
Galeemhoff: figure to yourself a parapet and footpath 

* The Pedestal of Peter the Great^ which was floated up the 
Keva on v^t rafts, :• 
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t^the hardest rock which nature producesy of great 
hfreadth snd thickness, gracing the sou^ern side of the 
rlTer, and runaittg paraUel^ with a line of magnificent 
palaces and s^iutid mansions for near two Englisk 
miles ! 

' In the eremng I visited the summer ^udens that &ce 
the N^cva, the palisade of which unquestioni^ly the 
-'grandest in Europe, is composed of thirty-six imassy Do- 
.nccohimns -of solid g^ranite, surmounted by alternate 
"vases and urns, the whole of which, from the ground^ 
are about twenty feet high, connected by a magnificent 
raiting, formed of spears of wrought iron tipped with 
ducat gold. The decorations over the three grand en- 
trances are also exquisitely wrought,' and covered with 
gcdd of the same superior quadity. As near as I could 
fMcevtsun by my own paces, the length'of this magnificent 
Mttstrade must be about seven hundred feet. The pil- 
lars would dertednly be improved were they thinner or 
fiuted. It is customary to attend a little more than or- 
^oary to dress in this promenade, as the Imperial fiimily 
frequently walk here. The walks are very extensive,' 
umbrageous, and beautiful, though too regular : they 
4re all of the growth of Catherine the Second's taste and 
liberality. Here only the chirping of the sparrow is to 
be heard ; not a thrush, linnet, or goldfinch are to be 
found in Russia. Amongst the women, who were all 
dressed a la mode de Farh^ there were some lovely faces ; 
but tp prevent inctnsebeing offered upon a mistaken aitar, 
let rf^e hint that they were Polish beauties : to eacb of 
Ihe groupe one nught have said> 

««,;-..— You arc the ciueir»t sh« alive, 
Jf yott will lead these graces to the grave 
And leave no copy." 

' A young officer of the Imperial gUwirds approached one 
of them an^issed her hand, and, as he raised his head, 
the lady kissed his cheek : it is the custom in Russia. 
Isit possible, thought I, that this spot in no very distant 
day, owned a Swedish master ? Can a little paltry bridge 
make all this difference between the belles of the tw« 
countries ? But I will leave this point undecided. Be 

O 3 
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It as it may, the salutMi<Hi was the ni09t graci^ttl I eMr 
ivitn«6Sed: k was poiitene^s improved by the HMttt 
charming g^lantry-i^-bows, curt^es, aii4:^tams« vf9 
icicles to k. Whilst France Furoiahes x» wHh caps^ and 
bonnets, and Egypt with dusky side«>Boards, mfiy the 
Russiiuis fix the universal mode of friendly i!fie9tin|» be-» 
tween the sexee for ever and for ever \ 

This elevating characteristic, and, as the sun des« 
cends, the gentle sound of lovers whispering in the 
^iShde, and the b^eauty of tiie spot, entitle the Summer 
Gardens to the name of the Northern Eden. Wher^ 
the parties are not ftimilws the l«dy hwm^ never curtm^s i 
the atdtude is very graceful As I am upon the subject 
of kissing, and quit it with rehictance, t beg leave to 
state, that in Easter every Rus^an, be his rank in life 
however humble, and his beard as large> long, and as. 
bristly as ever graced or guarded the diia of a man» 
may, upon presenting an ef;^^ salute the love^t woman 
be^ meets, however high her statiosi i they say, such is. 
th6 omnipotence of the customy that, during this deJi-v 
cious festivel, the eheek of tlie lovely Empreto herself, 
were she to be seen in the streets, would not be exempt^ 
from the blisrful privilege. 

As I approached the Summer Gardens, to which a 
great number of equipages were hastening, it was' curi-c 
ous to observe the prodigious folness of the horaea*' 
manes and toils, which are never eropped : to the former 
the Russians pay a religiofis attention ; they even cany^ 
it so far as to adorn them, as many of the British* fair 
decorate themselves, with fehe hau*. To show the vari-* 
ous prejudices of mankind, it b only a short time, since 
at mares were rode. On the appearance of a friend of 
mine some years since mounted upon one of them, the 
men expressed their astonishment, and the Women tit- 
tered. Geldings are prohibked as useless animals. la 
the streets it is very common to see ^pairs of * Russians^ 
who in their dress much 'resemble the boys of Christ's 
Hospital, walking Aawrfzntoirf, never arm in arm. 

The Russian language sounded very sweet to my ears, 
and peculiarly so as it flowed from the lips of Madame 
Khremer of the English line. There is# something 
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rety ifiuftkaiin the IblloviBg expffejsfiion: ^< Pazar itleitd^ 
pade$a ^uda^' Pray, sir, come and sit by me* Fr€D<:h 
i$ ehiefiy ^pokmi ftmongst the weU*bred Russians wh0t 
^resaid to be mpeirfec^y acquainted with their, own 
langu^^ : this is <9i« ^f the fooHsh eiiegts of ^hioiu 
The Russians alwuys add the Christian name of their 
father to their owti, with tho termination of ivitch or 
^vff^A) wiiich denotes the son) as cnma or eona does the 
daughter. 

k requires somte interest, time^ and tDQj^kt before^ 
stran^r eaa see tke palaces and public tKiildin|||^ *^I 
therefoi<e i^ecocain^nd hlmi through the medium of "his 
ambassador^ to be speedy in making the arraogements, 
kiv this pucpose. Whilst these matters wei% negotiating 
in our faVor, I resolred to make the best of my time in 
seeing what lay expanded befbre vm. Aiixordingly ft 
friend of mine ordered hie Russian serva&tto drive us to 
the foitressi: whea th<e man received his oiders, he 
coded up his beard, took offbts hat, scratched his headt 
and expressed, by his maaaer, some reluctance and dis^^ 
gust, which arose, its^ we afterwards found,, from the 
horr^^ with which the common Russians regard th& 
citadel, <m account of its containing the state dungeons^ 
and of the' borrM]^ stories to wliich they have given 
l>irtli. As we galk>ped all the way, the usual pace in 
Petersburg, we so«i crossed the Emperor's bridge,, and 
passed tlie draw-bridge, and outer court of this melan* 
choly place, which is btdk of massy walls of brick, faced 
with hewn granite, of the aame mtaterials as the five has- 
tians which defend it. We were set down at the doop 
ofthechurchof St. Peter and St. Paul» remarkable for 
being tlie burial-place of the Russian sovereigns, and for 
its lofty and beautiful spiire, two hundred and forty feet 
high richly covered with dueat gold. The inside of the 
church was damp and dreary, and had no beauties of 
architecttire to recommend it. In oblong square se« 
pulchres of stone, raised and arranged in lines on the 
right of the shriiie> and^covered with velvet richly em- 
broidered with gold and silver, repose the remms of 
Peter the Great, his Empress Catharine^ the celebrated 
peasant of Livonig, of Aleaiey, Anne, Elizabeth, and 
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Peter IIL and Catherine II. ; Mid, on the other side df 
the church, at a distance is the tomb of Paul, the la^e 
EroperoT} opposite to a whc^e length pdnttng of the 
Saint of bis name, covered like the ^era, butunth aK>)% 
cost and grandeur. • An inscription in-o^yper inlbrmed 
us, that the unhappy Emperor iMed on the eieventh' or 
tvfclfth of March, 180). On each side of the bhufch^ 
very carelessly arranged, are bamenr of "war, tnkir^ 
cheons, keys of cities, and arnis^ taken in battle foy fitft 
ilussians : amongst the former ' were some Turkish col-- 
ors||J(en by Count Orioff, or talher, if ifterit had Its- 
due, by the Bridsh Admirals Greig and Dctgdale^ in the* 
celebrated engagement off' Tadieme^ when the whoie; 
of the vast Turkish fleet, except oike man <if war ^and* ^a 
few galUes, were burnt, so tlrat <^ihe sun at Its rising' 
*^ saw no more of its flajg." .1 . . - , , 

The view from the belfry is one 6f the grandest spec- 
tacle I ever beheld : tselow flowed tHe Neva ; before tir 
lay the wlu>le city expanded, from the Convent des De*^ 
moiseltes to the end of the Galeenihoff, aJine of palacea 
and superb bouses, extending nearly six English miles 4 
immediately facing us was the marble palace, the palatcd 
of Peter the Great ; the hermitage, the wmter palance, 
ci owded with statues and pillars :$ and the admiralty, 
its church, and the dome of the marine ehurch ; in the 
fortress &om this height we ooidd discern a number of 
gloomy prison yards and the gratii^ of dimgeons, than 
which nothing could loe^ more melancholy; and also 
the mint, which appeared a handsome builcting, where 
the gold and silver from the mines of Siberia are reflaed 
smd converted into coin. Her6s^ we had a fine view of 
^e country over the Wtbourg suburbs, and in a distsmt 
part of the citadel was poii^;ed Out the court of the pris*' 
on in which the unfortunate ^oung princesa, who was en- 
snared fix>m;Legbom by the treacherous ^*atagems of 
OHofi*! and afterwards confined in this place^ is i^d to 
have perished. The stoiy of this devoted young per-^ 
sonage is sjili wrapped in some obscuiiky : After the 
buroing of the Turkwli fleets near Tscheme, a beautiful 
young Russian lady, atteneded by an elderly !a<fy, appear- 
ed.at Leghorn ; although, she. app0iiri&d^ without shew,: 
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or the- means- of raaklAg any, her society vas much 
cotmed oa adGOont o€the sw?e^eaft and aceomplish^ 
meotaof her fundithe atlraetMrns of her person^ and a 
c^^rtw mr of majesty which parti^larly - distmgtii^heif 
her*.v Tei wnoe^ of her most ccmfidential fnends she 
commsmcaited <iie fetal secKcty that she iw^s the daugh^ 
tet4if.iiie>Bm|>re8B Elizabeth by apiivate niarHage; 
and that h«r))fetefisiocis to- the thmne of Rtisfeia were 
ss»|ieriar td tboae of Gatheme H., to whose suspicious 
ear'the-coGft^uineatkxi was impsated with uneommofi 
cc^rily. "Attured hy-tiie decdtiiil soKeiiatioifs of a Rus- 
«ati f^Sicflr^ who* w«s> an agentof Count OriofF, whi> ptt>* 
laribsedta^spowie hfT catise, and to gain over the County 
siie^eaimetwPisaiii''thQ! ^p^^r J7T5y where xMexey Orloff 
then resided in gKat^is^gsifioeiice dtiiing the repairs tfi 
his fleet. Upon her artival the Count paid his respects 
to her ^h all «tibe'deference and ceremony due to a 
rei^uiig sorerignr affected ^to believe her story, and pro^ 
imsed t^ support her pretensions.^ At lengtbi after ap<- 
peaiRtig with her at every lashionable p4ace during the 
<;artiivri, vod paying her the most marked and ilattenn'g 
attdktipns, he avowed^ i»;the most respectful manner^ a 
teode^ passftoa ft»r-her^ and submitted to her the glitter- 
ing pi^ospect of her mounting with him the throne to 
whfchishe was endtled. Itttftxieated with the idea, she 
gave him her hand. A £erw liays after the miptials, the 
Count aMiouneed a magniflcient marine entert^ment 
in honor of the marrmge. • The young ' personage pro- 
ceeded to his ship in aU imaginary naval pomp ; as soon 
as 9he entered the cabiuy gracious heaven, what a display 
oftreaohevy wias developed ! OrlolPtipbraided her with 
being an impostor^ and the more barbarously to degrade 
her^> ordered her ddik^te hands t&i>e'fastened by hand* 
€uff% whiiih had been prepai%d for the purpose, and qoit*^ 
ted. the s&ip whieh immediately • sailed for Cr^ns^t, 
{n>m> whence she was broufht to the fortress in a cover- 
ed bar^e^ where she was- immolated^ and never heard of 
more. It is supposed that siie was drowned in her 
dungeon^ which was rather deep, during one of the inun- 
dations of the Neva. In a part of this fortress is a little 
boat, which is said to b^ the father of the Russiaoi marine^ 
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by having furnished Peter the Great wheQ n child) witli 
the rudiments of nfival arcbUectvi^ which he afterwards 
po paafiioBately pursued^ at Serdanp. It was bftought 
Irom M08CQW, aiMi deposited hev^ "with great pompy in 
i723| and wa^ called by Peter " «Ac IMfle Qremdsire,'* 
. Upon^ur relum fpom the fortreaa 1 took a view of the 
celebrated street called %\m Gvand or J^eimki^ Per^^etive : 
k ruD» in a direct line from tih^ (ch\ii>ph.of the admii^tyf 
fr«>in,which the principal streets of th^ admiralty quarter 
brancli like radiU to the mofiaatery of St. Alesiander NeT« 
aki : its length is about f0ttr miles) nf^d its breadth not 
quite eqqai to that of onr Ox£E>rd'&tc^ ; it ts lined, with 
very noble houaes) and^^vliat will afibifl theiBost delig^tts 
the liberal and i*efiectiug ohser^nery wi^ elegant cburcbes» 
in which the devout mam without poatraisnt naay wot* 
ship his God after tl>e dictates of his ownJiabits or per* 
suasion. Hene sectarian &in^ never disfigurea the tern* 
pie of the Almighty ; the Greek 4ind4iie PrutestaBt, ^ 
Armenian and the Catholici here quietly pass to their 
respective places of devbtiony and uni^ in sending up to 
the throne of heaven the liallowed, though vt^ying^ 
sounds of their grateful adoration* which) blendiog as 
they ascend, charm the Divine ear, with the snost acoep* 
table homage, the karwony of religion^ 

The late Emperor Terjr materially affected the beauty 
oftliis street by destroying the fpotrpaths which were 
formerly on each side, and forming a "^ta^j broad path in 
the centre of it, which he planted with Linden trees, 
and guarded by a low railing. The idea wjas ei^idently 
taken from the beautiful Linden walk at Beriiny which 
oHginatedin tliiC e»:quistte taste and genius «fFcederic, 
so justly called the Great. The trees look very sickly ^ 
and for want^^aoil and moisture ne^ercan flourish, and 
■cannot -atone for the violation which is offi^red to taste* 
if this great nuisance was removed, the perspective 
wimld he one of the finest sa Europe. The great bee- 
hive of the city, called the Go$ltnnoi dvon^ is in this 
street ; it is a vast building, wlipily dedicated .to trade, 
-containing two piaeza stories, and presenting three un<- 
equal sides, the longest of which is upwards of nine hun- 
dred feet J under this jaoof is an immense number of 
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shops and etweu: the neatness of tlic shops, and the 
dexterity and actmty of the shopmen, cannot but im* 
press a stranger. The haberdashers here, as in England^ 
are fine lusty fellows, but add to their athletic appear* 
ance a prodigious bushy beard ; this said beard is the 
piide and glory of Russian manhood : 

•« It is the equal grace 

Both of his wisdom aiid his faoe/' 

wMch the churches of the north and of the east protect* 
ed with uncommon zeal and contumacy, whilst tiie xa- 
aor of ecclesiastical <Uscipline committed sad ravages 
upon k in; the southern and western regions : at one 
tiime, as if in derision, this venerable growth of the hu* 
]Ban visage was cut into a tapering cone, it next assumed 
the gravity of the scollop, then it alarmed the ladies in 
whiskers, and afteswards tickled their cheeks with a few 
monkish hairs upon the upper lip, till at length the holy 
ficythe, pursuing its victory, cleared every liair, until the 
chin assumed the poH&hand smoothness of an alabaster 
statue. 

The Russian beard struck terror into the soul of Peter 
the Great, he dared not attack it* It was not surprising 
that Catherine wished to see its honors shorn but amidst 
her mighty and resplendent conquests, the beard re« 
meuned not only unassaulted but unassailable ; and if a 
ismiOoth chin is one of the characteristics of high civili« 
zation, I believe the Riissian will implore his saint to let 
him live and die a barbaaan« 

The folhw^ing anecdote |s an authentic one : A noble- 
man having laid a wager upon the subject, offered a 
common Russian, one of hits -slaves, free4om and two 
thousand pounds to part with his beard ; the reply of 
i^& poor fellow was, " I had ^oner part with my life." 
To retutn to the shops ; before the door of each of them, 
parades a shop-boy, whose duty 4t is to importune every 
passenger ta walk in and buy : |:lus little fellow seems 
tO'ps^take of tlie same spirit w^ich so indefatigably 
moves his brethren, who mount guard be£bre tlie old 
clothes and slop shops of Monmoul£i-street» 
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The Bcnteness, frugality, and perseveraoee, oi the»t 
people, virtues which n^ver fail to cabe far \h&t ibitit- 
nate possessor a pyramid of we^h, is surpri^dag. 
Most of these tradesmen have beea rasnpschiksy.c^ am- 
buJalory venders of tittle merchandizes in the streets, 
vs'-ho, by a judicious apptication of th,e gokien rule, 
^ take care of the cqfiecsj and the rublet ynll take care 
^ of themselves,** well digested with black bread and' a 
little qnas, a common aiiuscorfoutic acidulous beverage, 
produced by pouring hot Water on rye or barley, and fer- 
mented, have fcecome marchanda de% modes^ or success- 
ful followers of other trades^ the. fruitful principle of 
•getting and saving has enabled them to purchase houa^s, 
tmd commence money brokers and lenders, in which ca- 
pacity many of them die immensely rich. - 

These shopkeepers have also their phrases of allure- 
ment. The haberdasher says : " Walk in my fair one, 
« we have straw bonnets which will ^ery niuch become 
" that pretty face ; oh I how well they would look tipon 
" you : how much more your lover would admixe you 
^' in one." In an adjoining shop the. shoemaker is seen 
sweeping . the pretty foot of some fair customer with his 
long beard, as he adjusts the glossy slip|>er. Upon ta- 
bles, before the doors of theiipholsterers,rin which all de- 
scriptions of furniture may be purchased, plaister of 
Paris busts of Alexander and his lovely consort are pre- 
sented to the eye : " Sir, I am sure you like the Empe> 
'< ror and the Empress, they are exactly like the origin- 
^< als, you shall have them for twelve rubles ; I cannot 
« sell them apart, they must not be separated, they al- 
^< ways go together, sir ; they are, you may rely upon 
^ it, exactly like the originals,V 

The consummate knowledge which the Rusdan shop- 
keeper possesses of the most complicated calcuiadoo, 
and the entangled caprices of that cameleon-colored god- 
dess who presides over the Exchange, is absolutely ass* 
tonishing. If his cannot yrrite, he has recourse to a small 
wooden fraine, containing rows of beans, or little wood- 
en balls, stning upon stretched wires, and vtich this sim- 
ple machine he would set the spirit of Nccker at defi- 
ance. It has been the fasliioa ^miHigst tra?eUers tio 4w* 
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«ert, anH they seem to have aIternatfeliL|Eceived and im- 
puted the prejodice, without the tij^ubi^nd the justice 
of maldng their ovn observations, {h|t tlg^^ussians are 
the greatest cheats in the universe. If^the jK)rthy shoj)- 
. keepers of London, of Paris, imdof 'Wetyis^jiad never 
•%eeti kiMFim to consider that the ^'-^ i 



**  I value of the tliinj 

Is just as much as it Will bring, 



if 

* 



then,' indeed, inight Mercury, invested with his Has 
favorable attribute, regard the shop-boards of Oostm 
noi dvor as hisTchosen altars. Accustomed to wf^ 
wealth in the detail, and to have their reservoirs filled-fcy 
partial drops, and not by copious showers, they display 
that little ttick, wMch may be seen in all other countries' 
under similar iiiflucnccs. It is related of Peter the 
Greaty that when a deputation of Jews waited upon him, 
to solicit permission to settle at Petersburg, he replied : 
« My good friends, I esteem you too much to grant you. 
^ that favor, for my people will out-wit you.** 

The Russian has an apology for his craft : nature fur- 
nishes Mm with it ; he is doubly a slave, first to his im- 
mediate master, and secondly to his Emperor. It is the 
policy of the poor fellow, to conceal as cautiously as he 
can, not from the latter, for he is the fond father of his 
people, although constitutionally his paramount owner, 
but from his immediate lord, the amount of his profits : 
he' does, what I have heard has been r done in another 
country, where, thank God, petty legalized tyranny has 
never yet had an inch of ground to rest upon ! he makes 
ankiaccurate return of income to avoid an augmented 
imposition upon his profits. Men, whilst they have 
wigs upon their heads, and robes opon their shoulders, 
may perhaps blame him, but when these grave and im- 
pressive habiliments of morality aife quietly placed upon 
-their respective pegs, their owners will, I am confident, 
pity, smile upon, and pardon, this hard and much injur- 
ed toiling son of traffic. In so severe a degree does this 
sort of subordinate, and ever the most grinding and per- 
nicious of all slavery exist, that it is no unusual thing 
for a peasant to be exchanged for a horse, and evsn a 

P 
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favonte dog.' A oMtain Russiad C^untoM vmtA ta mAie^ 
her Caimucgirlsfpead to her till abc akpt^t and vandmrik^ 
pain of aevere flageUationv contioue t^ read alkamrMpda^ 
to {irevent herMkig awakened by t^.«fla(i^<^. mukhA 
^Uence, 

I one day saw a RussuaA) di8tii^g;u$&|H^ <inl^ ft!9$i the 
commonest sort by the superiority of the cloth of his 
long coat) who haii ptai fifteetl thousand pouads for his 
freedom, and had afnai^^, by itidefa^gabte industry, a 
fortune of odc hundred thousand pounds r aidd not far 
from my hotel resided a l^^^an, who in the shoit s^aee 
of twelve years, with aiair character, had asaa^i^ed i)<satiy 
a.mAllion sterling. 

I am ready to admit that the patty s<ir&ta@ei»ls oCthe 
counter can never be justifiable^ and ^at a^pro|»^sky to 
conceal may inereaAe thenK The m<yf%. ass^jtlBiktss m^*' 
i*a]!iy ha$, like every other assaxiked pow^r, thi^ 46asJ» ^)* 
security, and if -she withstand, the greater her triuid^ipb; 
whilst ^ is expelliog knavery at one gale, lalsehood 
may enter ad another, and this coantandous cefi^it»tfon 
frequently termiiiates in the restoration aaad victeiieus 
settlement of both. Upcm the mausoleums of ftw^ ma^ 
justly be recorded thee beauiiful ephaph which a{)pears 
upon the tomb of the brave ai^d generous Phiiltp d& Vii* 
Uers I'FMe d^ Adam, in the impeml museuiA <^. naon*- 
iaents in Les Petltes Augustinea «t Paii& t 

• *» 
'< Hero lies Vktuft v^aqubhing Fortune.'* 

But do no\ let m thinks that the Russian is Ao^tmiily 
worse than his ,brethren in othet parts oif the globes Heas- 
ven has scattered our infirmities pretty equally % aod I 
must again Jt^jeat, that the litHe st'raitagems dt our aorth^ 
em brother find cc»i^erable palliation in ^he )aw> that 
secures net the fruits of his labors, but exposes Imn 0b: the 
iron grasp of r^acious an4 unreienting. oppression^ 

The late Catlierine thought^ that ti|e glovy o^ ^v^n- 
ment did not consist alone in militaiy trianvphs ; atenm* 
ed,as she most assuredly wa% yet wholly* tuunfiuenoe4» 
by the terrible storm* of the French revolution, it -was 
t|^e anadous aim and the eordial defiiro of her lofiig^ and 
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tB|il«Bi^ vmffUr "^ €l«)^a6' her people )>y {^dnaRy hr^ 
fol^hAg'to^Mft, HMfoagh' a 'wk e e f f ect edl ntetfimA, the 
^terkxmfigbt «f ft«edD«t. Her sageetous inindtau^t 
^er ftt Mte^ ^h«l Cefto'per has ae exqiiittt^ describe^ 

««  i ; I. i ' •   I aiH constraint 
"Except 'oftiat wisdom hiyt <>n evil mm, 
'Is ''evil $ h«irfft the fkciilitM» impedet 
Tkcir jir«gi«9i in the vMd tf scbmM i Uted* 
Tke «jKe4s%Kt of duKovery ; ftad h^gm . 
In thoKe that suffer it, a 8or4id miud^ 
Bestial, a meagre intelWctyimfit 
To be the. tcrisait <tf tifian'a itoble Totia .* 

The n^em -S eHuym iii s mafde ^ecae^ ^engh^hiconside" 
t^M^1id«ttnee» ifk the ahoHtiett «f tlna odkMis vaaaahige^ 
«ttii ^wing ks eoB^nuance^ checked its wanton abuses 
by some wholesome correctioBSs The same wise aod 
•bemgii desire eskts in ^ebveail^th^ reigning Empc- 
TOF* Test the lahers of so.TWdble an undertaking are ifn- 
meBBe«' Gtbtus and padenee, {maonesa and perseverance) 
Htiextisigtilshabtie endwsiasm and heroic philanthropy, 
must possess the head and heart of that bein^ who ao 
complisbes so ^^iona an 'achievemefft. Alas I • baronial 
piide and hei^eniiary prejudice, und that invincible attach* 
naent of manitd >property, hwre opposed^ and will long 
oppose, this ^^ consummation so devoutly to be wished." 
Whenohcethcftiissian peer shall talk of his estate by 
its quanuty -and its ^nality, and not by the degraoing 
enumeratkm of so many heads of peasantry ; then, and 
tiot tin then, can cinlizfttion make, any rapid and exten- 
ayt progress iniSMe Ta^ empire. 

To say that notw^ has vrreTersibly doomed the Rus- 
^an to he a barbarian, is an assertion a&disgracefnl as it 
fotuijvist^ smd suoh as nati»fe has herself oonti*avened. 
Amidst ail the ^o^^nession tiiat weighs him to the earth, 
that half assodales him wit^ the ru^edbear of his forr 
est ; and taught, as he Is, that his condition c^xn never 
know amitUoration, thi^ poos* skve of the north has dis- 
phvfed the miostiiercnc vaiorin the fieki,. the most gently 
«ioderj£lon in ancceos, and the nuidcst imrepimng phi- 
JoB^phf m oufiecing -; -mh^ as would hsAre dtme honor to 



172 NOaXHEWN SUMMER. [Chap. U. 

a Roman. If you ask whether the semibilitles 6f nature 
ever softened the Russian breast, .rea4 what the poor ex- 
iles have expressed ii^ the desolate wiles of Siberia, auLd 
;it uill put th^ feelings of your own heart to their fulle^ 
proof. In. those region9 of gloom, the poet may catck 
some of the finest subjects for his muse* 

I.et us not endeaTor to conTert the law of clirnates into 
the ruthless decrees of immortal vengeaDce.. Well did 
the poor A&ican say^ ^ Ah ! massa, a good Negro is like 
<< a chesnut, all wAife within ; and a bad Englishman is^ 
*< like an apple,, thought perfect when it has many little 
<( black grains in its heart." No ! no ! the breast of the 
Russian is not unimpressible. The granite of his incle- 
jnent regipn is hard and rugged, hax^der than any other 
rock ; but under its ix>ugh surface gems are sometiqif^s 
found, and time and toil have proved that it is^^uscegli- 
ble of. a high polish. 

No one who has remarked ^he Ri^ssian with candoT) 
who judges from what he sees, and not from whait.be has 
heard or read, will hesitate to pconounce hixj^ one gf. the 
best tempered creatures in the creation. He w31 bear 
the curse and scorn, and frequently the blows of his su- 
perior, .with mildness. Revenge, almost sarw:tioned by 
insults, never maddens his blood ; and knowing, per- 
haps, how hard it is to suffer wkhout re^sting, he is 
scarcely ever seen to stiike.the animal over which he has 
power* His horse is seldom propelled by any other in- 
ilucnce than a. few cherishing and cheerful sounds ; if this 
encouragement increases not hispac^, he does not, heated 
with savage fury, dissect the wretched beast with the 
scourge, beat out an eye, or tear put the tongue j no I 
his patient driver begins to sing to hkn, and the Russians 
are all famous dingers, as I shall hereafles tell: if jtbe 
charms of music have no injSuence on his legs, he then 
begins to reason with him ; " You silly fellow ! why 
^' don't you go on faster I come, get on, get oh,^ don't you 
" know that to-morrow is a prashnick (a fast day) and 
." then you will have nothing to do but to eat ?*' By tins 
tkne the sulky jade has generally had her whim out, and 
ti^ts on gaily. His horse is the object of his pride and 
comfort ; well observing the wisdom of ft Rusjdan pro^ 
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verb, " It is not the horse but the oj^ts that carrv you j'* 
as long as the animal will eat he feeds him ; and his ap- 
pearance generally honors, and his grateful services re- 
^munerate, the humanity of his masterl A Russian, in, 
the ebullition of passioii, may do a ferocious thing, but 
never an ill-natured one. No being under heaven sur- 
passes him in the gaiety of the heart. His little nation- 
al song cheers him wherever he goes. Where a Gef- 
tnan would smoke for'cortifort, the Russian sings, ThA-a 
is nothing cold about him but his wintry ctimate ; when- 
ever he speaks, it is with good-lTumor and vivacity, ac- 
companied by the most Animated gestures ; and although 
I' do not think that the Graces would at first pull caps 
'about him, y^t in the dance, for spirit and agility, I 
Vfould match and biack him against any one? of the 
most agile sons of carelessness in the Chain/ia Elynea. 

In his religious notions, the Russian knows not the mean" 
'trig of bigotry, and what is better, of tolet-ation. He mer- . 
'cifully thmksthat evef-y one will go to heaven, only tliiit 
*the Russians will have the be^t place. When these sim- 
pfe children of Nature address each other, it is always by 
the affectionate names of my father, my mother, my bro- 
'ther, or thy sister, accoi;dlng to the age and sex of the 
party. To these gqod qualities of the heart let me add 
the fav6rable and manly appearsftice of the Russians, I 
xriean the proper Russian : dunng^ my stay In their resi- 
'dence I He:srer saw^ <»ie TnahTliat-was either lame" or de- 
formed, or who squinttfd,"and they are remarkable for the 
beauty of their teeth. Their dress \^ plaiti and simple, 
consisting of a long co^t of woolen cloth, reaching to the ^ 
knees, and folding bef6re, fiistcned round the foiddlc by a 
sash, into which his thick leather gloves are generally 
tucked, and frequently it holds his axe ; his drawers are 
of the same stulf with his coat, and his legs are usually 
covered with heavy boots, or swathed Tound with banda* 
ges, for they scarcely ever wear stockings, and for shoes 
he uses coarse sandals made of cloth and the matted 
bark of linden or birch ; his hmr is always cropped : the 
dress of the comnion women did not appear to me to va- 
ry much from that of our own females of the same de- 
gree ; it consisted of a tunic, generally of some shewy 
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color, with the sleeves bf th"6 Shift: dppearfft g. t*hf «llik- 
vomen looked very ^ell in thk dfe^ft ; ^d thti Ai^lbiiet 
in which they cafry aA ashe'h bdw, {^6m die 6tidd cf 
which are suspetoded titfte jars t6t€ftd iHtii fftiifUfft 
pirch bark, resting upo^ atit tihdutder, glirell them 6ti tm- 
commonly graceful appear^te. Wheti th6 tfitd€siSiefi'S( 
wives go oiit, they generally fcoVer th^ ibp of thtir datik 
With a large rich silk handkef chief, 'v^hicn &tts behihd ; 
Jthis s^peared to be a very fevolltfe dec6i'ctti(>&. 

^Prudence demands soihe little kiiditledj^ btk clilShi^* 
,ter be/ore we associate with h, and it is with ^Mt plea- 
sure that in this early stage I pf^seht th^ RiisSuffi. 

What of good he has he owes to hiinSetf ; Ml feiblety 
and they are few, origihate elsewhere : hk is tUb abs6filt& 
slave of his lord, and ranks with the sod of his dothatiis ; 
of a lord whose (i€>potism is Irequehtiy mixte bitifig thsQi 
the Siberian blast. Never illumined by edttclttibn, bi%is'» 
ed with ignoble blows> the object and fr^Hentit tht tic* 
tim of baronial rapacity, with a wide l^oHd b^lbre hlfti, 
this oppressed child of nature is denied th^ co6tinoh 
right of raising his shed where his cOndilioh- 'maybe 
ameliorated, fiermtted only to toil in a ^istaht district liti- 
der the protection of that disgraceful badge of v&ssaiage, 
a certificate ofUcrocy and upon hii iretuHi cotn(>eUablfe tb 
lay the scanty fruits of his labor at the feet of his msl8t^f> ; 
and finally, he is .excluded from the coiif^dn pHvilfcg^ 
which nature has bestowed upon the birds of the' ait aiid 
the beasts of the wilderness, of chusing his fti^h ; hh 
must marry when and whom his iiiastel* ofders; Yft 
under all this pressure, enough to destroy the niai^fel- 
lous elasticity of a Frenchman's mihd, the Rus^tah lis 
what I have depicted him. If the i*eader b not |>lfeai^ 
with the portrait) the painter is in fault. 
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-•  CHAPTER XIL 

:• MaOmt tkutrk'^'Gftm ingffnu^ tftwtenmi RAMhri^*^^ 
\ 'Pkt 'Maf1tet»*d^The MmuU'^JOtueltp #f the Mntf^en^ 
£lisiaheth-.^^]l^tmUhmeta of two l&ocly femtk9, 

AS I hai^ d€«(;r)!]reil tftat foen« «f trftde the GostiA- 
t)i dvof, 1 ttfttet tt<tt omk to meirtioti, ttrtrt fai the 
ccmtind«itiofi df the Pdf«I>ectiYe t»w«tds the frtliMwaltf , nh 
EtighBhmsto df the name of CJNretts caitres on ft ptodl- 
^miA trade, cMeflj^ Iff EnglSsfa ihantiifActtif^^ : hh house^ 
i^hkli is a TCfy magtiificem wte, 1i^ twemy -fitr^i n)6TW5 
>«*«i^,ivMch afe filled whh the mofct twaiitiM inet- 
t^atndize ; t^h room 1& ft tiepwtitb shop, snd etttetrded 
by pefson^ who tstt, solely stttadhed to k : the prbme- 
aade, thfot}^ ittagas^eB of miniic, tff books, of ji^Weh, 
of fkshions, Sec. is -rery afrree^ble, i^ t believe perfect- 
Siy ^^M^ The t^ftpettabSb ftAd entetprfsing proprietor 
ia^lid^^^uehtly to receive one thonsand pounds stet - 
Ibxg in one Tfey ; It is the confttarit ts:A ttoi^cd resort 
Of all the ftffthton rfPettf-atrntg. 

Iia'thfe streets I rarely etet saivti fo)s!dan Jrt>«^te the 
lowest degree trahting ; the vei-jr taylor befJtKdes Ms 
dfttehka to take measure of Us ctistotner, «ftd ey«i many 
of the officers ride to the parade : this ftiay atise ftom 
the grtiat extent of the city, and the distance ivhkh one 
pfcfce is from another. If a gcntletnan is se^n on foot 
he i^ ttntnedlately consrdcretlto be an Englishman, who 
tl^shles to examine the city \ proteeted by this eonsidera- 
tlon^ aftii this alone, he tt^ regarded with tokens of eoUfte^ 
sy, should a Russian noble of his* aequaintance gallop 
by in his chariot and four. An Englishman is the only 
privileged foreigner who may, with safety to his own 
t%nhy, perambulate the streets^ aftid investigate the 
buildings of Petersburg. 

As I walked down the Linden footpath Of the Grand 
Perspective, I observed almost every passenger, with 
Whatever hurry he seemed to be moving, stop short be- 
fbre a church on the right hand, a little below the shops, 



176 NORTHER^ SUMMER. [Chap. ISi 

take off his hat, bow, and touch his forehead, and either 
side of his breast, and then proceed. This building was 
the church of the Mother of God, of Kazan, which, al- 
tho^igil an ii^rior building, is, in relig^us estimation* 

^the most considerable of the Greek churches, on account 
of its oontainiag the figure, of the Virgin. ypoa..all 
public occasions, the Emperor £uad court assist, whh 
great splendor, in the celebration of divine worship. here* 
Behind it was a vast pile of acafiblding, raised £Dr the 
purpose of erectiag a magnificent metropolitan church, 
in ^e room of the one which I' have ,just named. This 

.place of worship, when c^mpl^ted, w31 surpass in ^e 
and splendor eveiy other bmld^ngin the residence ; smd* 

.if I may judge from the model, will be little inferior in 

. ms^mtude and grandeur to our St. Paiil'^s. The Em-^ 

.peror has allotted an enormous. sum for Its completion t 
aU t]ie holy uteia^ils are to be set with the . richest 
diamonds ; even the screen is to . be studded with 'pre- 

. cioug stones. . . The scafTolding of this colossal temple is 

: si^upendous, Mid most ingeniously designed and ^i^gcutr 
ed,and would alone be sufficient to prove the|^ius pid 
inde&dgaUe labor of the Russians^ Most of me masons- 
and bricklayers who were engaged in raising the New 
KAzan, as well as those. who are to be seen embellishing 
the. city in other parts, are boors frcim the proyincea. 
The axe constitijites the carpenter's box of tools : with 
that he performs all his work. No one can observe with 

. what admirable .judgment, perspicuity, _and precision, 
these untutored rustics work, and .what graceful objects 
rise from their uncouth hands, without doing theo^ the 
justice to say, that they are npt to.be surpassed by the 
most refined people in^ imitati^ aiid ingenuity : from 
me they have drawn many a silent eulogium as I passed 
through the streets. . ; . . 

Whilst I was gazing upon the N^w Kazan, the foua- 

. dation of which, as well as the pedestals of the columns, 
are already raised, on a sudden all the hats flew off about 
me, in compliment to the Empress Dow0.ger, and. her 
lovely daughters tlie Grand Duchesses, who, with thek 
adendants, were passing in two very pl^ carriages of a 

»dark olive color, drawn each by four horses, witli two 
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footmeD behind, in liveries of the color of the carriages^ 
with a red cape, large cocked hats, and military boots t 
upon the panels \rcre meiely the letter E, and the 
black eagle. This angust family, like that of the sove* 
rcigti of £k)glaiid, but with less show, frequently ride 
abotit the city, and pay friendly visits. 

Strewing nearly to the end bf the Perspective, I found 
myself in the market-place, and saw lying neur the great 
rnarket, scales, the apparatus to which delinquents are 
^tened, when they receive the pumshment of the 
knoTit, that terrible scourge which Peter the Great and 
the Empress Elizabeth were perpetually raising over tho 
heads of their subjects, but which the meix:y of the 
present Empei*or never, except for crimes €>f the deep- 
est dye, permits to be eicercised with fatal violence. The 
last man who perished by it, broke into the cottage of a 
faitnily consisting of five persons, in a dark night, and 
butchered every one of them with a pole*aite. An act 
of >uch wanton barbarity, and so alien to the character 
of the Russian, did not fail to excite die highest sansa^^ 
tions iif Jiorror. After a fair trial, the murderer was 
twio<i^-)s^uted; and, upon receiving his last punish* 
ment, was, iti the language of the Russian executioner^ 
^^Jhdahedy* by receiving several strokes of the thopg dex» 
terously applied to the loins, which were thus cut open t 
the miserable wretch was then raised, and the ligaments 
which united the nostrils were terribly lascerated by pin- 
cers ; but this latter part of his punishment, as I wasin«> 
formed by a gentleman who was present, created no ad- 
ditional pang to the sufferer, for the last stcoke of the 
Scourge only fell upon a breathless body. When a 
criminal is going to receive the knout^ he has a rights if 
he chuses, to stop at a certain kabac, and drink an allow- 
ance of liquor at the expense of government* 

I question if the cruelty of punishment is to be de- 
termined by the quantum of unnecessary agony which 
it causes, whether the infliction of death by suspension is 
not almost as barbarous as the knout : sufferers in the 
former mode have been seen to display, for eight and 
ten minutes, all the appearances of the most horrible 
torment. There is no mode of putting a capital ofFcn- 



•G«S6ld,itlie pivpMnitkntthe'lklid stroke, thel»led4y utt 
pvegDMit vdtkeKtnifdkiiy aod re^ Yd«ve in&rPGt :'tbt pang 
•Cthe suffcveris uHtuitBMM)Q»--4dl Hie svbslttnfenl tn&i 
6Cjnsdce«reeir(MA»d wkh «U possible iRnRBBkf. ^ 

In Russia^ ladies of vsmk tn^ tmWtired tlie jai^lii*^ 
iKBtdF tiwlBXKmt r ite AbM C^p^ I^AuterDcbe re* 
ktcB the cicctatttfeance of ftn exccuticMn of Hi$s natmm 
vfaich.took ptee ki the reigA of tke crad EikiHDdtii^ 
lie statlesdMt liaibime lrfL|MOliln) iflM^ was one of 4te 
iBvelkflt women bekngiag ^ the eowt of ^lot Stii|if««5» 
IuhI been wtlnsttelf coiiDectbd \iith » fofeigfii nnteso^^ 
4of who w«s concemeil in -ft'canspimcf imgssnst Etai* 
betii, aadr on this Mx;oant> hk Im oompefiktt ww de- 
Bounced m en accessary in las ^wH, sad cxMideanaed to 
«a4er^ the knouc : tlie truth was, MaAsstte LopoeiEliiiNRl 
he&k indbcreei enfough to mention seetie of -ttw^ endless 
eaaoears of her imperial mlKress. The beftmtfitl cvA* 
fsk m^uBted the scamld i& an elegant vmdresB, wh]fch*eii^ 
creased the beautjr of her charms and the itiiefest of het* 
lOtvaiJioo. DbtiAguiflhed bf the eapUraUon of ^eif miiid 
aod person? she had bee^ the idol of the atm^vMd 
whenever she movedy she w^as euyiroffed bf adtnireps t 
she was now surrocmded bf execotionefft, upsn whrnn 
she gazed with astonishfifeent, «id seemed to doiibt thnt 
tike was the object of such emel prepsratiofw. One of 
^le eiiectftionurs peilfed off a ckn^ which covered her 
bos^tm, at which, Me Charlotte Cordey as i^ was pre* 
panfsg for the gni^kKiae, her modesty took alarm, she 
ftaut^ back, tiimed psde, und b«R*stinte tearsr Her 
ddties were soon stiipped ofi^ and she was naked te the 
waist, befiaiie the ea^er eyes of an imnsense oonocuvse 
of people proiScxiT»dly sitent. One of the execotioHM* 
thei^ took her by both hinKls, and turning haM* itMEHid^ 
ruLsed her on hb back, incHiiing ferwurd^^ KMng her 
a lictle from the ground ; upon which the other execii*' 
tioner laid hold erf her deHcate lifnbs with hb tough 
handst adjusted her en the back of his cead^oflop, and 
placed her in the pi'operest posture for recei^ng" the 
pniiiskmetyt. Me ti>en retreatcct a few steps, wieasunH^g 
the proper distaisce with a steady ey e>' and leaping book- 



Qmat. 1%} m^trWEXM SUMHGR. Iff 

viuNiS) ^aivs a^tMlie with tte urii^. scr «6 Wcmvy )KW0f 
ft iU^ of slon from the B«ck to tht toti^viof hep bftek | 
tken fttnkiQig his ftiot afsaiifll the ^smmi, he made a 
fieoond blow paMlkl to tl^ fermeiv mhI m »few nonites 
all the sk» .of /the heeh wtti <mit aiMiy in imtaH iriHps^ 
moet of ijehich f^iaflkked heojii^ tor her cfaetniw: her 
toog%ie wa»c4ftteirtrim3M4iMitolyiA»]> aauiihe ^fKasfaaHt* 
ished to Siberia. 

. ki9i]apos»&k^i*eSeQt:iii^o» this sMraf^ -eeene^ in 
T»kicU the.EHi^etta betra^d aU the qHed^ttka of ti ruth* 
le^a harbapiaH) wkhout oqHftl /hettior and mdoi^KaLtixmi 
Hifitoiy pepi^senta Elhnhetii as^ the most indeksfe, ¥»» 
Ui^tuoimr «isid sQiiMial ef hei* 9et^ winch ,her portraits 
ibily ^oufi^^m. <Aii oDecdete ta neteed of bei\^ mhieh 
^sQiveayif aaf ttuag; iiirtber wert trsmtki^^ tisat dhe mwi 
a total atraiiger, ^ta feeUag. One ts£ her ladies in wattsstg^ 
who was fiu* advioiGed ui y^eam? UmI labored under a 
great weatoess in her iegSf one day Tcry imafiy faihted 
ka the presence of the Ehi^iksb from the 'fatigue of 
stask^Qf^. £lisabeth ebserviag' h& sijtiiati6% tnq^dred 
theeaiHie ; aad? upon bewag^ inferntfeed) she coolhf re* 
plied s ^ Oh^ is it se ? then lean a little against tbdsc 
^ff 4fW^x%y and i wiH iHSahebeUeve tbsit L don't see you.^ 

The late Empi^ws "Catfaetine exemsed her Tvengeanee 
upon a similar. >ecca9ttoii wi^ miere ^leaky, but in a r^ery 
movtiCying maniier. A kyvely yoiiitg 'Wof»aRv "^ho had 
mariied the OouBt Mf** »^ ) one c^ her disearded fevor^- 
ites> ohitaiAed illOIn^he^ htx^htfad Bonse singular particit^ 
his& resp€K^ng 1ms inl^macy 'with the Empsvsa) whieh 
she very jn^wdinieaaly relaled to asflie of her female 
&iet)idB at MaaeoWf Where she remded*. Not long afteit, 
jtiatas Ike lady and her husbafMi l^re resi^tig them* 
s^«8'to fik^'tbey wei« awakened by a load imacMn^ 
at the-dD(H' of their chaiiibert which the htisband unhott- 
edf when a s^eut jpoHee-eifieer entered with aiaVj^ rod in 
ose haedt and afimperial^i'der in therether. The hus^ 
bmd wfiw^coiXMnamkd to kneel onooe tdde of the bed^ 
f^siakeao sesistiu»ce<or neiHd, as}a tfaie next room 
there were eeveral l»ethren ef tlinb sumiiiary minister 
of jtisitice lA waiting. The lady, was ordered, j«ist as 
sl^ was^ ta descend from the bed, and lay herself upon 



4 so NORTHERN SUMMER. ICmap. 12. 

the fioor ; the tifficer then wd her hands and feet, and 
gave her a severe whipping : when he had finished the 
discipfine, he loosened her, raised her up, - and said, 
*^ This is the pumshmeift which the Empress infficts 
*^ upon tattlers ; the next time you go to Siberia.*^' The 
utorywas soon buzzed abroad, afid the poor young hidy 
could not appear for some time after in Moscow without 
exciting a titter. 

In her pleasures, Catherine onlyrefiected upon the un- 
bridled indulgences of the sovereigns of the opposite 
sex, which she cherished as precedents of indisputable 
authority. As an Mmfireaty she oonadered iierself above 
those restraints with which the protective code of society 
has environed the delicacy and chastity of women,' the 
br^ht lustre of which cannot be breathed upon without 
being sullied. It is not likely that ' I, who belong to a 
countiy which female modesty has selected for her fa- 
vorite residence, and in the diadem of which she has 
fixed her whitest plume, should advocate the licendous- 
nessof Catherine ; yet it is but justice to her memory 
to say, that she endeavored to conceal her &u)ty plea- 
Mires under a svir&ce of refinement ; that she punished, 
with efficacious severity, every inclination to depravity 
In her court ; and that she labored only to mslke the 
better parts of her character exemplaiy. 

The present Empress Dowager, though past the me- 
ridian of beauty, exhibits very powerful traces of her 
having been one of nature's favorites. Her complexion 
is very fine, her face full, her eyes of hazel coloi*, sweet 
and expressive^ her person somewhat corpulent, but 
very majestic. Her manners are in a peculiar degree 
soft, benign, and captivating. She devotes herself to the 
education of the younger branches of her august family, 
to the superintendence and encour&gement of benevo- 
lent institutions, and to a very tasteful cultivation of the 
arts. One of her pursuits is somewhat singular ; she 
is an excellent medalist. I have seen some of her worics 
in this elegant branch of art, as well as some of her 
chasing in gold, which would do honor to any artist. 
Her needle-work is also very beautiful, and must be ad- 
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ixure4.eyen by those who- ho^e Jjeh^ tfae exquuite per- 
ioT:majice% of a Ljoiwood. 

The present Emperor Alexander k: about twenty *nmc 
years of age,. bis face la |ull» very fair, and his complex- 
ion pale. } bis.>eyesblue,«and exfHr«»sive of that beneficent 
milclness Avhich is- one of^ the promineiit feiUure» of bis 
^haracter^ His person i^ t£^» Itisty^ and weli propor- 
tioned ; but, being a little deaf,, to facilitate bis hearing, 
he stoops,: bis. deportp^ent ia condescending, . yet digni- 
fied* i^ tb^ diflcbai^fof hi^ aivgust duties he displays 
great activity, wd a^cuteness, but:without she>7 and bus- 
tle : the le^^^|[ features. of hi^ mind are sound c^scrc- 
tion.£^d.huiTian;ty« qualitt£i£t vrMch cannot fail to render 
an- empire £ouri9bing stfxL a. people happy 1 I-fe is so 
;piuGb an epemy to pascade^ that he isfreqneiKiy seen 
wi^qggped t^ an Jllstreginiental cloak, riding about the cap- 
ital aloi^e, up^oii a. little oonutnon dtjoshka: in this man- 
ner he ha$ biBen known to. administer to the wants of the 
p<3HQjr. . It i$ bi&.wish, if Jbe should be i*eoognized in this 
^tate of privacy, tjtat no one will take o£F their hats ; but 
tbq gnK:ioi|snesa^of' his desire only puts theh^art in tlie 
band.as it , vffioovers tlie head^ i have many times setn 
hitpinacb^riot,: pefi^fectly plain, of a idark olive,. drawn 
Jt)y four^hoi'ses,. diiven by a bearded coachman, a com- 
mon little pcrstillion, and attended by a single footman. 
Soldiers are always upon the look out for him, to give 
timdy notice to the guardrof his apppoadii^ without this 
pjpcaution it would be impossible, amidst the crowd of 
4m|Tiages .Avhicb is to be seen in the residence, to pay him 
the h^nprt due io^his rank. The Emperor is very much 
attached to the English, ^ numbers of whom have settled 
in the empu?6, soul have' formed, under the auspices of 
the gQvemmefit,.a^sc»t of colony.. The Emperor has 
often been beard- to say that << The= man within whos(^ 
« peach heaven ha» placed the greatest matetials for mu- 
«i> kingjife bappy, was, in his-opimon, an En^ish coun- 
*^ tryi Genti&naru,'* 

Although the Emperor has never visited England, he 
is perfect!^ acquaint with its character and manners, 
a«i .he is witli its Linguage. A very amiable awl respecta- 
ble English gentleman, Mr. G. of the treasury, was, by 

. Q 
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the wish of Catherine, brought up with himy and was 
the play-inate and associate of his early years. The in* 
cidents of boyish days, so dear to every feeling and gen- 
erous mind, left their accustomed impressions upon the 
heart of Alexander ; and though time placed fiim at an 
immeasuniUe distance from his early companion, he has 
never ceased to honcMr him with the most gracious re*^ 
gard ; in the display of which he exhibited ti^e Emperc^ 
only in the munificent proofs of hb friendship. I heard 
another insUnce of the strong partiality of Alexander 
for England. When an English gentleman, who, a short 
time before the death of Paul, had frequyitty played du- 
ets uponfjthe flute with the Grand Duke, was preparing 
to quit the empire for his own country, in consequence 
of the sufiden antipathy which the former had taken to 
our countrymen ; after the dose of th^last piece ihey 
ever performed together, AlexMider thus feelingly apos- 
trophized the flute of his ftiendly musician, as he held 
it in his hand ; <^ Adieu, sweet instrument 1 you have 
^v charmed.away many an hour of care ; often and deep- 
«^ ly shall I regret the absence of your enchan^g 
^< sounds ; but you ace going to breathe them in the best 
^( and happiest country in the. world," These. are trifling 
anecdotes to record, but they conduct the reader to the 
heart. 



« M^ it most natural in little diings.*' 

How much and how justly, the Emperor is bdoteYl 
by his people, will occasionally appear as I proceed. 
The Russians,- who have had so many foreign princes to 
govern diem, behold with enthusiastic fondness an^fim- 
peror bom in Russia. The face of the reigning Emprfess 
is very sweet and expressive ; her person is fiight, but 
very elegant, and of the usual height of bet sex ; *fehe 
is remarkably amiable, and diflident, even to shyness. 
Her mind is highly cultivated, and her manners so^, 
gracious, and fascinating. Her sister, the Queen "of 
Sweden, if there be any fidelity in the chisel of Sergell, 
must be a model of female beauty. • The Emperor and 
Empress have no family. They were united at an. ex- 
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traordinaiy earljr age, from a wifth of Catherine to con- 
template as many of her posterity^ vho were destined to 
succeed to the throne, as she could before she died< The 
tvo Grand Duchesses, who are grown up, do honor to 
the care of their Imperial mother, and excite the attach- 
ment and admiration of all who approach them. The 
youngest of the two was married to the prince of Saxe 
Weimar, during my stay in Petersburg ; and as th^ 
ceremony of their nuptial will illustrate the manners and 
eustoms of the Russians, I shall hereafter give a brief 
description of it* 

Froi|i the^l|ce df execution in the market place, I 
made my way to the Monasteiy of St. Alexander Nevsky, 
at. the very extremity of the eastern part of the city. In 
the street were several carts standing, filled with pease 
in ppd, with tHfeir roots just as when they were pulled 
up from the garden, and with their stalks, which the 
poor people bought, sometimes for themselves, and 
sometimes for their horses ; to both, the vegetable, which 
was eaten shell and stalk together, appeared a dainty. 
The monastery occupies a vast space of ground, is« 
moated round, and contains a magnificent church, sur^ 
mounted by a vast copper dome, a chapel, the cells, re- 
' fectories, and dormitories for sixty monks, a seminary, 
and the residence of the metropolitan archbishop? The 
front of the basement of the buildings, which are all 
. connected together, is painted of a deep crimson color, 
dnd, from the immense quantity and size of the windows, 
rUflembles a collection of colossal hot*houses. . 

.In the church, which is very elegant, I saw tlie shrine 
0( St. Alexander Nevsky, the tutelar saint of Russia, 
fojmerly one of its sovereigns, who was raised to that 
^disti^iguished lionor, in consequence of his having most 

/ gal&^tly jpepuised the Swedes, oi' Finns, some centuries 
since, on'tiie banks of the Neva. The monument, and 
militai^ trophies M^hich adorn it, as well as the pillars 
^nd canopy under which it stands, are of wrought massy 
silver, made from the first ore of that metal evep discov- 

^ ered in Russia. One of the columns, which forms the 
fefock ,6f the space plotted for the Imperial family, is a 
whole length portrait of the late Empressy well executed* 
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The altar, screen, «»d decorations, arc very fttiperb.^*^ 
There are cloisters i^ound the whc^e of the ^buil^iig% 
formed almost entirely of double windows, by which ta 
winter every house in Russia, of the least respectabifity, 
is protected agunst the terrible severity of the cold : -the 
joists, and all other avenues of air^ being either covered 
-with pasted paper or felt. Every part of the monastery 
appeared to be very neat and clean, and the mafitdon of 
the archbishop handsome. The chanting of some &ie 
deep-4oned vcnees attracted fixe to the chapel, where the 
monks, assisted by the priest, were at their devoticn. 
The dress of the former is singularly ghK«ny ; on their 
heads they wore a high hat, covered with Idack cmpe 
flowing down the back : the halot, which fell below the 
ancles, was black cloth lined with a sombr^ dark blue 
stuff, thdr beards were of a great length, and each monk 
carried a rosiuy of brown or black beads. As I was re* 
turning, several beautiful mofiuments in the chure^-yard 
attracted taj stepa ; they appeared to be cofistructed and 
arranged as in England. While engaged In examining 
 them, an elderly lady, in deep momiung, apparently 
about sixty years of age, with a pale but digmiied hccy 
leaimg upon the arm of a graceful youth, clad in the 
same suit of sorrow, slowly passed by me, and at sovae 
distance slopped before a small bat elegiAt tomb, wiiich> 
fK>m its unsullied whiteness, had the appearance of ha- 
vingbeen but very lately erected. I nodced them uoob*- 
served. They stood under the shade of a wide spread- 
ing silver birch, and turning towards the church of the'* 
monastery, tlie youth puHed off his hat, and they both 
prostrated and crossed themselves, according to thi 
forms of the Greek laith ; the female then, ciasptngMher 
hands, dropped her head upon the pedestM of the notOnu- 
ment, and appeared to be lost in profound and a&cting 
meditation. The young man knelt by her ittde, and if I 
mistook not the cause which moved his hand, he wept. 
Some minutes elapsed, they then arose> tenderly survey- 
ing the spot, ascended the hillock of grass, and kissed a 
little marble urn, which surmounted the mofiument. 
My'conjectupe enclosed in it the heart of some lang-lov^d 
husband and father. They then wiihdrew in the same 
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sadt solemn, and im|>ressive manner, ^th which they 
entered, and I approached the object of their melanchol}^ 
regard. The pedestal vhkh supported the urin was em* 
beSfished with two medaKions ; one repnesented Resig- 
nation, with the face of a beautiful female, upon which 
the most angelic sweetness appeared tti triumph over 
kcBguor and pain ; the other depicted Hope, modestly, 
yet ardently looking to heaven. There was a small ik^ 
scdptioa between the two heads,in Russ, and underneatnf 
the figures, 1804. The Rtnsians, like wise people, al«> 
ways bury their dead in the suburbs. The late Empress 
nerer permitted buriats in the day ; she thought, with 
90Bie reference to the popular prejudice, that the gloom 
of the spectacle ought to becon.iiicd, as mucii ad possi-- 
bie, to tJie relatives of ttie deceased ; and I should sup- 
pose that her ukase, i^egrulating this awful ceremony, 
etiil continues, for I never saw a funeral daring my stay- 
in Russia. 

. The reader will, I am «are;be pleased with the beauty 
and pathos of the following stanzas, which form a part of 
the hymn recited over the body previous to its inhuma* ' 
tion. 

♦* Oh, what islifbf a blossom! a vapor or dew of 
*♦ the morning i Approach and contemplate the g<^ve, 
** Where now is the graceful form ! where i% youth ! 
*< where the organs of sight ! and where the beautv of 
^ eemplexioh ! 

*♦ What lamentation, and wailing, and mourning, and 
« etrug^Bg, when the soul i» separated from tl^ body ! 
** Human life seems altogether vanity ; a trarjsient 
« shadow J the sleefi cjT" error ; the nnavcdUng labor of 
« imagined existence. Let us therefore fly frolii everj^ 
<fc .corruption of the world, that we may inhciit the king^ 
" dom of heaven/* 

« Thou Motheif of the sun that never sets ; Parent of 
» God, we beseech thee intercede with thy ^ divine 
« offspring, that he who hath departed hence, may enjoy 
« repose with the souls of the just. Unblemished Vir- 
" gin ! may he enjoy the eternal inheritance of heaven 
<i in the abodes of the righteous.'* 

Q2 
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The superstition of the Russians is t^ great. Upon 
the ceremony of blessiixg the waters in the winter, when 
a large hole is perforated in the Neva, a ' woman suppli-^ 
cated a priest to immerse her newbotfi ehild ; the pnest 
consented, but. in dipping the miserable little sufferer> 
his fingers were so benumbed, that he irrecovet^f 
dropped it under the ice ; the parent, with a smile of de- 
light, exclaimed, " He is gope to heaven." 

Iiyone of the churches I saw a womazi doing penance 
for tne following crime : She had not long been, married 
before she polluted the bed of her husband, whom, aho 
used to keep in an almost constant state of intcndcsticin. 
One day, whilst she \(ras indulging herself in«her.'adiiI-» 
terous attachment, her husband unexpectedly appeai*ed 
perfectly sober : stung with jealousy by what he saw, he 
sprang upon his guilty rival, and with a knife sts^Jbed 
lum to. the hearts The lawa of England would have paro^ 
tected the miserable man, but by those of Russia he was. 
knouted and senjt to Siberia ; and his wife who was the 
authoress of this bloody tragedy, was .ordered by^ her 
priest to prostrate herself six hundred times & day ' £>r 
twb years, before the Virgin. Her ccmscience and her 
^gotry enforced punctual obsei^vanee of the ^prescribed 
mortifications. By the Russian laws, if the husband i» 
of a tyrannical and violeiit temper, a w»fnan may com--^ 
mit adultery with impunity . 

The Russians are fanatically attached ta the retf 
8toBe> brick, wood, and plaster^ of their churches : they 
have a remark that whilst the Rus^ans build thdir 
churches first and their towns afterwards the English 
never think of a temple until they have erected their owb 
dwellings. 

It is scmiewhat singular, that with all their religious 
enthusiasm, the Russians pay their priests more misera*^ 
bly than we do our curates ; but perhaps it may be 
traced t6 the extreme ignorance of the former. , After 
wealth and birth, knowledge awakens respect, andper^ 
haps the Russian populace would revolt at the idea oT 
making their ministers independent before their minds 
wese cultivated : to their saints they would devote thd^ 
liver i to their priests they give bi^k bread. 
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• That the Greek faith admits of confession, the follow- 
ing anecdote will prove : A priest came to hear the con- 
fession erf a great man i " Hc4y father," says the County 
« have you a good Hsmory ?" "Yes/* " Theii you re- 
^^ member what I told you at my last confession ; since 
<* that I have had the same temptations from without^ 
^ the. same weaknesses from within ; and here is tiie 
" same number of rubles/J 

Another reason, was now assigned ^or Paul's having 
introduced the magpie color which I have before meti« 
tidned : it was that the soldiers^ raw recruits, and boors, 
etxiployed for government, might the more readily ^s- 
tiagui^the buildings which belonged to it. 
' As I crossed the draw-bridge of the Ligova canal, the 
laftter appearedto be almost choaked with barks of a pro* 
&gioiis leBgth filled with biHets of bit*ch-wood, for the 
immediate . use of the kitchen, and for a winter-«tock of 
foel ; this and the rent of houses, and necessary equi-^ 
pages, and breads constitute the most expensive part/ o( 
house-keeping in Petersburg^ which in most other res» 
pects is moderate. These vessels, in which not -only 
wood but charcoal is brought from the shores of the 
nearest rivers, or of the Ladoga lake, never return, but 
are broken up and sold, for buUding houses for the poor^ 
or for fuel. These barks^ unavoidably necessary, sadly 
disfigure the beautiful canals which form the pride and 
eomfort of this capital ; and here, as upon the sides of 
^xs Seine, the washerwoman are the principal water 
Bymphs. Most of the canals are finely embanked with 
granite^ and have a rich iron railing running on each 
«de. The Fontanka Canal is eminently beautiful. 
These intersections of water assimilate Petersburg in 
some d^ree to Venice. ' As I returned thftnigh the 
Grand Perspective, I took a peep at that part of it which 
is called the Yennakoij answering to the Long Acre of 
London, whei'e there is a long row of carriage builders* 
shops ; here are droshkaes, csdashkies, chariots, sledges, 
and all sorts of carriages, many of them very neatj some 
<rf them very heavy, but none very lasting ; yet there is 
^o knavery ; those who build them use the best materia 
als the country will, affordi and in shape and fashion. 
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where the carriage will a(hnit oTit, they imitate «s very 
closely, aiid a sli'anger.rnay buy $. very comfortable ca- 
L\shka for about five hundred rubles, tor which, a little 
>noie elegantly and 'Substantially v^s^j if calashkies and 
rubles ran in Enp;lffn4,- ge would dt ^least pay one thou- 
sand of the latter. T^is rdepoi^ or the yards of the 
coachmakers, ajnoijf^st wh<lBi tiieiiels an English one, in 
the second line of the Galecnjboflvare the best places for 
a foreigner \6 jJufchase' a caniagc when lie is about to 
quit Russia.* ' > ' . . . > 

As I walkoJ'fiTonff l-observed,* on each side of the 
street, several'fltan(»,*cach attended by a reverend look- 
ing long-bc^arcled: Russian, with piroghi, or little pies fill- 
ed with meat,-t>eit to which were eggs, and eahed cu- 
cumbers, of which the Russians are particularly fond, 
and in a third were pyramids of berries, much resembling 
a mulberry in shape, but of a light yellowish color, call* 
ed the maroshki ; the cramberry, called the glukoi ; wild 
straw berries, whortle berries^ and cloud berries, said to 
be excellent antiscorbutics. 1 cannot say much of the 
attractive cleanliness and delicacy of the /latzssier^ but a 
Russian stomach is not squeamish ; and fior a very few 
coi>ecs it may be, in the estimation of its owner,- substan- 
tially and completely filled. The fasts of the Russians 
are very frequent, and very rigidly observed. 

As a fast in England always reminds me of a feasty I 
will just give a brief sketch of a Russian dinner, which 
is seldom later than three o'clock : upon a side-board 
in the drawing-room is always placed a table filled with 
fish, meats, and sausages salted, pickled, and smoked,^ 
bread and butter, and liqueurs ; these airy nothings -are 
mere running footmen of the dinner, which is in the 
following order: a cold dish, generally of sturgeon or 
fiome other fish, precedes, followed by soup, a num- 
ber of made dishes, a profusion of roast and boiled meats, 
amongst which the Ukraine beef is distinguisable, and 
abundance of excellent vegetaWes ; then pastry, and a 
desert of very fine melons, and sour flavorless wail fruit i 
the table is covered with a variety of wines, a^id excellent 
ale and beer. The master of the house or a cook 
carves, and slices of every dish are handed round to the 
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guests. One of the most gratifying things that I al- 
ways saw upon the table, was a large vase of ice broken 
Into small pieces, with which the guest cools his win^ 
and beer. In the ^d every Russian house has two 
large cellars^ one warm for winter, mA the other filled 
vnSi ice lor the sumtner. llie soup, and co^e, and 
chocolate are freqnently iced. One day at dhiner, I sat 
by alcweiy Ritasian lady, that is, bom in Russia but of 
German parents : the explanation will save me a re« 
mark embarrassing to 'gallantry, and- which I wish to 
avofe, respecting the beauty of the firofier Russian 
women, at least of those whom I saw. . This accom<«> 
plished woman, in my own language as pure a^ ever it 
fell from English lady's lips, ret|uested some salt ; upool 
Hiy preseftting it she said, '< Whenever Jrou give salt^ 
" never fail to sjnile ; it is a superstitious Custom ill 
^^ Russia.** A smile is in tliis country considered as si 
charm against /ic26v«. Heaven)^ ! surely they have not 
yet to learn that 

. « A man naay smHe, tnty^smile, and be a.viflian.*' 

They have a beautiful proverbial expression : 

*« Banter, but never make the cheek red.** 

Nature has less to do with climate than librarv gossip* 
suppose^ at least I thought so when I committed the 
following blunder : " You never saw my Sophinka be- 
fore,** ssdd Madame L—— , pointing to a fine little girl 
at table, about ten years of age ; ** She is your daughttr^ 
*' I presume ?** « Madame L  ^ s daughter I** exclain^- 
ed a gentleman, ^ su**ely that cannot be, she is more 
*< like your sister.'* The fact \yas, the child was nei* 
Iher daughter nor sister, but a litUfc visitor. The result 
was, that the principal part of Madame L—^'s enchanting 
conversation during dinner was withdrawn from me, and 
addressed to the gentleman whose error was the most 
fortunate. After a few glasses of delicious wines', 
champagne included, the lady rises, and the company 
retires to coffee in the drawing-room. The rooms of 
respectable houses are never papered, but v/herc the 
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^des ar^ not covered with silk or cottmi) they are colored 
in a brilliant and beautiful manner to resemble paperiogr 
In this act the natives are uncommonly tasteful and 
rapid. ^ 

The hospitality of this place cannot be surpassed : 
When a stranger is int^xxluced, the &mily mention Uie 
days of the week when they receive their friends^ ,s^d 
expect that he will include himself in the number : the 
invitation is frank and cordial^ and is seldom repeiited # 
where it is understood there is no occaskm for |t. . The 
frippery and formality of forced, and frequently treach*' 
erous ceremony, is not known here. . 

At the back of the Gastinnoi dvpr are the fruit, bird^ 
and poultry markets, in a street of wooden sheck like 
those at a fair in England. Apples, pears, rasberrieSf 
currants, peaches, excellent melons and pine apples, are 
temptingly presented to the eye, and are all intolerably 
dear, even when you are permitted to- buy for half the 
price at first demanded, for the custom of asking double 
the sum intended to be taken prevails in all this neigh- 
borhood ; but as it is well known, it seldom answers. In 
the bird quarter were pigeons, sparrows, hawks, birds of 
the rock, and a few others, in greater numbers than va- 
riety : upon a beam in this place was suspended the 
image of a favorite Saint, with a lamp burning before 
her. In the poultry department very fine geese, ducks, 
and fowls were in great abundance. The bank next at- 
tracted my attention : it is a large and very beautiful 
building of brick stuccoed, containing a centr# and two 
wings, and adorned in front by a very handsome and 
elegant iron-railing. The whole of this ne%bbc»:hood is 
filled with kabacs and pubIic»houses, where dinners are 
dressed, and beer, and mead, and brandy sold. 

At the end of the Gand Perspective, the church of 
the Admiralty, with its lofty spire, plated with ducat 
gold, having a vein in the form of a ship, presents itself, 
and, like a haughty female, ashamed in her proud attire 
of her mean origin and humble relations, seems scorn- 
fully to lift herself above the long gloomy line of low 
brick buildings which, with the yards behind, constitute 
the Admiralty, and disfigure this part of the capital. 
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Time has proved that Peter the Great acted wisely in 
chtt^g the situation for his city. The shallowness of 
the Neva presents an insuperable barrier to the fleets of 
Sweden^ and a noblc||iver, so clear thatii is drank with- 
out fiHt^tion, divides and enriches the quarters of the 
city with the beauty and purity of its waters : but, with 
the poweipful facilities of building ships at Cronstad.t, a 
iarge impregniable island at the mouth of the Neva, in 
the gulf of Finland, and the grand naval arsenal of 
Russia, I must confess, in my poor opinion, he has not 
beeni equsHly judicious in establishing an Admiralty at 
Petersburg. So little is the depth of water at the latter 
place, that whenever a ship of war is launched, she is 
obliged to be floated down to Cronstadt upon camels. Of 
the trouble and expense of such a removal let the reader 
judge, when I inform him that I saw this stupendous 
machinery mounted upon thousands of wedges of wood, 
in a meadow, about half a mile from any Watier in which 
they could be floated. My astonishment could not have 
been exceeded, had I beheld a first rate seventy-four up- 
on the top of St. Iames*s palace I Suppose the clear 
shell of a larger ship than ever yet was built were cut in 
two, and each part put into an outer case,, but at such a 
distance from it as to leave throughout a hollow space of 
from eight to ten feet : such was the appearance of the 
camels. But how they are removed from the^ place 
where they lie in oiniinary, supposing any number o£ 
inen were employed, surpasses my imagination ; how- 
ever, like ^very thing else in Russia, when they are 
wanted they make their appearance, and come when 
they are called to the Admiralty, where each takes its 
station oh either side of the ship which they are destined 
to carry to Cronstadt. By the means of vast moveable 
weights, and by opening several apertures in the exter- 
nal sides of this mighty section of a ship to admit the 
water, they are sunk, drawn close together under the 
curve of the ship, and braced with cables ; a work fit for 
a race of giants ! To see them moved and directed by 
men, must present the image of the recumbent body of 
Gulliver covered with Lilliputians. But whilst the 
frame of man becomes diminutive by the side of his 
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Qvm worksy his soul expaiidfs and rises Vkh hU labors. 
The Admiralty is ft va^t oblpDg square : the side towards 
tlie liver is open^ and far from being ornamental t^ the 
adjoining palaces d that toward thg. city is defended by 
earthen ramparts, fortified with cannon^ an4 secured by 
^w4>ridge»» Xhe ^tore^houses appeared to be well ar« 
ranged : there were two .^ips> one of seveBtf<-foiu» and 
the other of sixty guns^ ready for launching* -An Eng- 
lishman cannot fail being struck with the prodigious 
waste which occurs in thcdqcHi-yai^S) in Goose^uencaof 
tho carpenters using their, ha^hets instead of the saw, in 
dividing timber. The chips fomi the perquisite' of the 
workmpn ; but the government would save an immense 
f^uantity of valuable timber would it give an equivaietit, 
and ini^st upon the use of the saw* In the naval con- 
stitution of Russia there is a regulation which cries aloud 
^or reform.; it is balloting fc^r rank, and- the right of 
black*bailing i terms which sufficiently es^plain the- na«> 
tureand abuses of an arrangement sodegrading and odious 
jU> mei it) and detrimental to the service. It appears al" 
so injudicious to s^nd a. young marine cadet to. England 
to learn navigation^ ,upon a salary of fronv one hundred 
and eighty to ^two hundred pounds per annum^.or per- 
haps to send him at all. Struck' with new. customs and 
fashions, he neglects his pursnits^ establis^t^s habits of 
e:;(pense9 and returns with dissatis&ction to his pouatry 
upon a pay of twenty -five pounds per annum* 
^ There, are severai English officers in the «cf^ce of 
the Emperor. The late Sovereign made overtures to 
the celebrated Paul Jones to take the command \o£ one 
of his ships ; as soon as it was knowp to the Biitish -ofli- 
cers, they immediately sent in their ' resignation. The 
intermixture of so many English subjects. in, the navul 
^^nd commercial departments of Russia, so essential to 
their ad vancement> and consequently- to the general in- 
terests of the empire, must ever preserve a favorable ^- 
position in that country towards the Biitish nation. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

Jfrgyirikm>'Mifi5g Aout^ jqfPtter the Grmt'^-^&ngtdaT aiiec* 
:dote ' fPUioe »Ji tra:o9Uer*a duttf>^-t^n txtraordinary 
p$urgad&n^mmA Brituk -eovrt qfcnndruU law^^^Nbiay belU 
'^^,4j^ndterer:'»^Ice'-'^T&e Morroi^ftd mttsicknif^Drollery 
anddnmkemicMM** *Ttr^ti€dthmtr€*''^ortkerngv€mdes9. 

1 WAS' much tncoavemenced'by shipping a trutik con- 
tainitig bookt^aiul wearing apparel at Stockholm for 
Pebersburgy -vviluchvi was- assured would be tkei% as soon 
^85 I should) |r«t it never eirived tUi jusit before my depar- 
tune. I^et ^oe r^ooauaend every traveller to avoid this 
imotleofconveyance, aaot laerely for the uncertaioty which 
always attends a Swedish by^e-boat duiing such <a voyage> 
but. on account of the diG^ulty of obtsdni&g possession of 
property so sent after it i'eaches the custom-house atPe- 
tersbui^^ If it should contaiUi books, they must be sub- 
^tted to a censor, and the owner must pay a duty of 
thirty pounds per jQ&at* ed valorem upon the things. 
WhUst I wiasfLt Petersburg, a book called the Secret Me« 
ixioirs of the Court of Petersburg was prohibited. The 
ai£thor was a French emigrant^ and had been cherished 
by thaft ^^otirt whose secret intrigues he bad ungratefully 
e^ESg^Kated 4.o the world. This man, a ahbrt time since, 
had'^e sAukKity to reiquest permission of the Emperor 
to retuiaito Petersburg^ which he had quitted some time 
belbt^. The KfRpenor, with his accustomed sound sense 
aiid liberality)) sent him word, ^' That his dominions were 
<« ^en to ev^y body, but he was not so much his enemy 
^^ » to recarnmeod l^a entering them.'^ 

The house, or r&tlier cotts^e^ in which Peter the 
Great resided durkig the foundatlcM o( Petersburg, a 
city which is the growth of little more than a century, 
^)ands on the left of the Emperor's bridge in the road to 
the fortress. Tlils Httie bmlding, so sacred to the Rus- 
sians, was covered over ^Ith a brick buiiding of arcades 
by the late li^mpress, to protect and support it against the 
ravages of tune. The rooms are three, ail upon, the 
erouncl floor, and verv low : it was in this very cottage 
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that a whimsical scene occurred whilst the fortress was 
building. A Dutch skipper, hearing that Petersburg 
was buUding, and that the Emperor had a great passion 
for ships and commerce, resolved to try his good fortune 
there, and accordingly arrived with the first merchant 
vessel that ever sailed upon the Neva, and was the bearer 
of a letter of introduction to the capt^dn of the port firbm 
a friend of his in Holland, requesting him to use his inte- 
rest to procure a freight for him. Peter the Great Was 
workingiike a common laborer in the Admiralty as the 
galliot passed, and saluted with two or three small guns. 
The Emperor was uncommonly delighted, and Having 
been informed of the Dutchman's business, he resolved to 
have some frolic with him, and accordingly commanded 
the port captdn to see the skipper, as soon as he landed, 
and direct him to the Einperor, as a merchant just settled 
there, whom he intended to personate ; the better to car i 
ry on the joke, Peter repaired to this cottage with tii 
Empress, who, to humor the plan, dressed herself in a 
plain bourgeois habit, such as suited the wife of a mer- 
chant. The Dutchman was introduced to the Emperor, 
who received him with great kindness, and they sat jaid 
ate bread and cheese, and smoked together 'for some 
time, during which the Dutchman's eye examined the 
room, and began to think that no one' who lived in so 
mean a place, could be of any service to him : presently 
the Empress entered, when the skipper addressed her, 
by observing that he had brought her a cheese, a much 
better one than she had ever tasted, for which, affecting 
an awkward manner, she thanked him. Being much 
pleased with her appearance, he took fi'om his coat a 
piece of linen, and begged her acceptance of it for shifts. 
*• Oh 1" exclaimed t|ie Emperor, taking the pipe from 
his mouth, " KatQ, you will now be as fine and as proud 
" as an empress ! there, you are a lucky woman, you ne- 
« ver had such shifts as you will now have, in your life 
" before." This was followed by the stranger begging to 
have a kiss, which she coyly indulged him in. At this 
moment Prince Menzikof, the favorite and minister of 
Peter the Great, who represented him upon matters of • 
*Uite, entered with all his orders, and stood before the 
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Emperor uncovered. The skipper began to stare with 
aniazement, whilst Peter, by winking and making privatci 
signs, induced the Prince immediately to retire. The 
a^x]Aished Dutchman said, " Why you appear to have 
" great acquaintance liere ?'* " Yes," replied Peter, " and 
*' so may you, if you stay here but ten days : there are 
" plenty of such needy noblemen as the one you saw, 
" they ftre always in debt^ and very glad to borrow money 
^* of any one, and they have even found out me ; but, sir, 
" beware of these fellows, resist their importunity, how- 
" ever flattering, and do not be dazzled by their stars and 
*/ garters, and such trumpery.**- This explanatory 
advice put the stranger a little more at his ease, who 
drank and smoked on very cheerfully, and made his 
bargain with the Imfienal Merchant for a cargo ; just as 
fee had settled this point to his wish, the officer of the 
guard, which ''had been changed, entered to receive hia 
orders, and stood with profound respect uncovered^ and 
before Peter could stop him, addressed him by the title 
of Imperial Majesty. The Dutchman sprang from his 
chair, fell on his knees before the Emperor and Empress, 
and implored forgiveness for the liberties he had been 
taking. Petei* enjoyed the scene, and laughing heartilj^, 
raised up the terrified suppliant, and made him kiss the 
Empress' hand, presented him with fifteen hundred ru- 
bles, gave him a freight, and ordered that his vessel, as 
long as her timbers remained together, should fag pe r i iiit* 
ted to enter all the Russian ports free of duty. This pri- 
vilege made the rapid fortune of the o^vner. A friend of 
inine frequently saw her, some years since, a£ Cronstadt. 
On the right hand Side of the cottage is a boat, built by 
the hands of Peter the Great. It resembles a large 
Thames wherry, and does honor to the skill of the prince- 
ly boat-bnilder. As I sat in th» carriage, waiting for 
some of my companions, I made a sketch of the ^ouse,' 
l^oat, a droshka, and a groupe of Russians and an Ame- 
rican, who were there. Upon our return the evening was 
advanced, and the night-watch was set ; we met the po- 
lice master mounted upon a droshka, drawn by two hor- 
ses in full gallop, followed by two of the police on ht)we» 
back; dressed in light green, and arm^d with sabres j 
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they were going their rouiklstiiFoiigli tlie cit^ t^seediar 
tirder \ftt» preferred) aad that tte- noettiml g oarfa^ 
amounting to five Ktmdred, were at iAxelt respeetxve pmAs^ 
Socm after, we met with a patrofing- troop of CoMacift on 
horseback. I& no city ia there greater saiftiljraiMitMii* 
qidUity preserved than at F e tersb my, -whkUft lor tfin pnr-^ 
pose is divided ^to ten dep a r t ments) and tliese dSrldbd 
into several smaller i^trts, each of which has ibtpRiper 
chief and subordinate officers, w4io by a very stinple dr^ 
gamzation, preserve the capHsd, at d? hotnp» of the night, 
in a state of quiet and security^ that cannot ia9 to enxite 
the adxnivaticm of foreigners^ tqjtd parttcnlarlyof Bagliah* 
men. Those detest^le agents of goveiviHonlv Sfj^satf. 
have no existence in Petersburg; without ^eir bfotefot 
assistance, the pbHce is so admirably and pofWerfVtHy eicy^ 
tended* that, like a spider^s weby*-whatever eomes in oott«^ 
tact *with it, is felt from the centre to the es^rtwM^eak^ 
TheV:omtman^g officers of^e poKce do not rank virldt 
the officers of the army, nor are thej" received with mtrchi 
respect in soci0ty4 

I one evening saw an uistsnce of severity which «»r^ 
prised aQd d&sgusted me, but (xrehably it was mtirtided to. 
strike terror, and to abbreviate the labor of the police, 
by commanding aninstaiitaneons submistdon to us fUnct-^ 
ionaries. A quarrel had taken place between two i»e» 
i»-the street through wliich t was^ passing',, and hefbre. 
tlie tfflrd exchani^ of Imprecattons,, two of ms poSce 
appeared, and oi^iered rtiese dlsturbein of the peace^ 
to walk before them to the nearest sieja, or little watch- 
house but one of them refused to go, upon which ait 
officer drew his sabre, and cut hhn in the face i the 
man, like a true Russian, more afffected at the's^ht of the 
biood, than by the pain of the wo^nd, suhmhted himseiC 
to the law', and marclted. off without farther delSi3r. 

It would be welf for the safety and tranqniJttty of the 
ihhabitaiUs of London, and more particularty of its im* 
ihediate neighborhood, ?f its police were more ftrfwrfh/,- 
ervift and* fiowerful. In this respect "wne arc assurTodty in- 
ferior to most nations. I am aware that arbitrary gov- 
ernments bftve> hitherto, displayed the most pe « fe=ct «.y»« 
terns ofpoHce ; but is this the fewsoi^wliy^he gcnwts^nd: 



«#ilstiu^0Q: df a >hfr ofie ei^mot adlmk of ijt4 caitendmg^ 
€'0m68i^c protectUa to i«i«ubf«!Qis ? Is. ^ivil UtioFty iht 
pdmimt&k witk jmYentive policy ? la thie freodimi lof 
the G0ti&ti7 gmwi when aiiif«d«re}« and K>hbeni Qe^a® V^ 
hf$ frciei or 26 tt to preiiofYe^Kir chartreed pmilef^i. 
llmt>a band of «iAp«raQBtiato4 ivrnt^vi;^; vko, to proitr t^t 
tfntir^Decoxqingpaii additiolis^ tyuffden upon the poo^r^mtei 
bof ond tbe tirdiofi/rj em fi^ tletmwfud^ iMj are b«}« 
imbsd m fiiimiel n*|tht«oi^«> Mftd with a r^tth ^nd a jan*^ 
jt4i9r% qvdmirablie ^qiupmeiH foi^ ^ef^nd (kil^p4, mA eytf 
dim mt^ ^gfi I are ^eiitf>rth V» giuftrd the tivee aad pro^ 
piefiir ^ tjhe iohftUtatMi^ pf tb# most ci^owded) popuioi^ 
apd weaUby cky in the ^mtMi ? To find fewJ^ Ja an ^s«y 
and aa odious gffise. £fbt a tmv^lter, libra b^et sbovM 
Jkever be upiiii the wung iR^lbout biinging ho«i« soitw 
aipeet to a^orofuie ibe hfpey of bis natiiy^ Mve.. >i(eiUuir 
nt jtiigbti 0«* bf day* are tbe streets iii^saed by wom<^ 
efitbe tovB ; they Ui^e in a qii&Ptier by themsel'iieS) and I 
bs^bve are ixifc very omoereiiB ; ao3»e of the09i ^^rp P«^« 
lisb, of course haadaome ; some GenoAnsi of ci^m^e fi^i^ 
ciQatiog I and aotao^filiid tl)^ most of t^vem^ f4r ai)4 frtoJ 
waQderera f«ani the MPHief paj^s ^f Fiii^i9t4 ¥rbif:)ii ^ 
tboiuf^ the portion oi ]^e provinree: tbat we aaw wivs ^ 
destitute o( every thbig like beauty> is said to p$)S>sefa 
«iAiiy pnetty feces aod ^Ei^d persona e^oiotigst tbe fe^ 
males* » K it be true, as Mt, Justice O)lquh0un*s rer 
filler aaeeria, tbat the pro^timoea of JL^udon. an^oui^ 
to fifty thousand) I should »ot suppot^t ^i^m all that I 
could l€jilii|#mt l^e fndl sis^t^bood .of Petersburg ^ex^ 
c«eds ^^enth of theb* nuiobep. Where t^ese whai^y 
helfigs abo«md, k is .always a oo^plwent to the f^hastity 
^ the purer part of the »e»*. There was soiwe .portion 
^. S9gftcky kk.tb^ mniArk fxiade by a poor ii|,tl? night 
w£uiderer) in a* cky on the continent \^hich ^atl be 
nsiffieleas^ leben a travelleiv/who pbii^i and relict^ her 
distress, ■«>baerved, that be "w^s surprised 'to see so few 
•<)f 'tl)e sisterhood in such a capital. ^^ Alaia; ^r,|' saM t\u& 
laiifiHtunflle^ *f we cangaot Jive for- the virtucuk part of 
<^eMr.«ex/* Om nwroiag fwesented a very lingular 
flpectAckw, A.]9^niUerof well dressed women, waliicin^ 
io:fwe,'fasteaedbythearmto each other mth f^ov^h 
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vith their band4x)xes in their hands, and each couple 
attended by a police officer, were very quietly and ''de* 
oprously marching to the Emperq^'ti ^cotton^millsy 
^■^wfcach arc correctional hooses of industry fbf ladies oif 
this description . There were no repining looks amongst 
them^ not a pouting Up, so great in general 'is the can^ 
stitutional submission to the; law in the north. Upon 
^enquiry, I found that a man had been violently ili-tresft^ 
in the haunts of these Idalian goddesses, and that upon 
the affair being represented to the Emperor, he orc^^ 
three hundred of them to be marclted oft* for a few months, 
as al30ve mentioned.- How the^list was filled up, wheth- 
er by ballot, or promiscuously, I know- not. Passing b^ 
'the senate in which the nobles assemble to digest and 
discuss such laws as the Emperor may chnse to submit 
to their consideration, the imagis' of justice which adorns. 
the right hand side of the grand entrance towards the 
statue of Peter the Great, attracted my aotiee : she 
was bUndfblded as asual^ but the iequipmse of her scales 
was destroyed : a wag who some time since had lost 
his cause, in consequence, as he thou^t, of the venality 
of his judges, between frolic and pique had dexterously- 
cast a copec into o^ of them, and had thus kicked up 
the beam. 

It would be unimr and invidious to investigate the pre- 
sent laws of Russia : the Emperor is convinced of their 
radical defects, and it is intended, with all possible speed, 
to bless the empire with a new code^ The brilliant 
elementary outline of legislation, which Catlferine Ik 
with the most imposing pomp and solemnity strbmitted 
to the deputies from all parts of the empire, in which 
6he professed to give equitable laws to all her subjectsy 
from Lapland to the Caspian, and from the Baltic to the 
wail of China, which excited the homage, how sincere 
I know not, of Frederick, and, what she valued mere,^ 
of Voltaire, has never been acted upon. At this meet- 
ing the following curious incident happened : Two .Sa» 
moid deputies were directed by ^he Empress to state 
those legislative provisions • which they thought were 
best adapted to their own nation. Oneo of them replied, 
" Our laws are few, andive want no more," ** Whafrl** 
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exclaimed tlie impeiial kgisiatriiL, ^< do theft, murder, 
"•and adultery, never appear amongst you ?" " We 
M have sneh crimes," answered the deputy, '* and they 
^ are: punished t the man who depiivea^ another of his 
*^ life wrongfully, is put to death.**—*" But what," said 
-faer Majesty, interrupting him, "are tlie punishpienU 
^^ of theft and adultery V* - " How 1" said the Samoid, 
with great astonishment, " are they not sufiicientl|f 
^ponjfihed by detection V* Many events have om- 
spired to prevent the accompjishmeiit of the magnificent 
plan of Catherine ; and heavily oppressive indeed would 
the present laws of Russia be,, if an appeal to the Em- 
peror did not tie from the most abject of his subjects* 

The courts of the grand police oflice opposite the Ad» 
tniralty, are crowded every day, where the laws are ex- 
pounded and administered, according to the discretion of 
..the judicial ofikera appointed to preside over them. 
Whilst Englai>d might borrow some ideas from the po- 
tice of Russia, she is enabled to present to the latter the 
•sujblimest spectacle of justice.. Let us pr^ss for a mo- 
ment through the crowd, into a British court of criminal 
^stice ; see that emaciated tattered wretch at the bar 1 
ie is without friends and without money i he can bring 
no witnesses v he can retain no counsel. What then' 1 
Is all the force of the law and the powers of eloquence 
against him I Listen : the judge before whom he stands 
is ^advocate \ Hear that acute and favorable inccrroga- 
gation to the witness that presses against the culprit's 
Ufe ; maii^' that benign exposition ; the miserable being 
is saved : tears gush from his eyes ; he falls upon his 
-kaees, and in broken accents blesses heaven that he was 
boi*ain a country whose lawsi^efriend the friendless and 
'the peitsecuted.  

I have hitheito omitted to mention the terrible an- 

. noymice of the bells of the Greek churches, the most 

deep-toned of any I ever heard : those of one very near 

•tiny chamber lased every morning ta curtail that little 

. portion of sleep which legions of flies had. allowed me. 

To a stranger, the alternate clashing and jingling of 

. .these deep-mouthed tenants of the steeple, for an hour 

•without any interval} is very harros^uag f the bells, like 



eiilteblehorMs^ing^toft jfair, are tied In «l|jeoe#»qfi« 
and by putting the rope which comieets tliem» the. 
i^^reeable harmony df cbtshiBg is effected, whilst t^e 
laelo^ of chtmmgis ppoduced by stiildiig Uiie paT|ic<il^r' 
beil wlUi a wedf;e ef iroti.^ The Ruseian satRts are«vt«). 
to be very fend ef thk matin liiuaic ; and many was the: 
time flEt\d oCl that I wislted it confined eatcluslvdy, tft; 
their ears. ., -  

Amongst the other early so^nda of ^e busy nvovukig^. 
#ieh which you are fMtluiedf itome are very fbfelfi;]!^, siid 
edhers very familiar, to an Engit^hman, «^ might, if 
the files would permit, half iaduce him io thmk that he 
were in the capilral of hi«i own country t aaiopgat th^ 
hrtter I Wa« particukrly delighted with the cry of the 
fihiitcrer, who^ wkh a reverend beard, carried up^o his 
head an oblong board, o%i whicht in' little baskets of 
birch b^ifi, very neat ami clean, the. choicost sumifter 
fruits of Rttesia w^re ^sposed. Nothing could be mcai& 
grateful than a block of ice, brought in every mornings 
to chfll the water of tb^ Neva with winch wse washed ouc- 
selvos : I am at a loss to conjecture how the nsiives of 
tftypicfii climates can survive thdtr sultry »ummePs ifa^* 
oiittee^ Sooi^ after our arma! we dined at the elegant 
and hospitable country hou^ of Mdn^. B »  » iipo& ^ 
l^erhofT road, where Mfe sat down abont tliArty to din*-, 
ner, and iifter coffee, retired to the gardens, formed ^ 
little romsintic islands rising out of a -smaii lake, the 
whole surrounded by a wood. When we were weary 
of roTving some pleasure boats, itn amusement of which 
the Rusuans arc very ibnd, we returtied to tlie^lumse, 
smd the rest of the evening was spent In cards and wuit-^. 
zing; The day fdUtowitt^i vwe were int»>duoed to tiie 
English club by a member, where the con^pony is very 
select, consisting of Russian and Polisli noblemeo, {or*, 
cigners of respectebifkfv'astl that truly dignified cfuari^^ 
ttr, an Engluh merc^kii%t',' • ffe dinner is always ea^celi^ 
lent, and served up in the English fashion': adjoinii^; 
are rooms for biHiards and re^^ding, where the pmicipal 
foreign papers arfc taken m . The porter was omantented 
with a very broad sash of velvet, richly i^nbrokleiied- wklk 
siWer, thrown oi^er^he left sihoulderi and hold a staff tipr 
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BfAffitr- Tte MMng^ e»tiie ^uimMb k Ibr hem belR^ 
to nls wimr *?. l^t ^te nf w tn wBts iq« gpect^ abd^ |Mrtie«i* 
terff the taU » ^ -> fm>» » irifiKfi is i»fy l^fty^ and ba»twi» 
cnonmnv tftvres mncfe rf bnek^ eovered -mil^ Mo» 
Dtttch t#e9: tipwi tiM^ iw4iolb> 1^- appeaf«nee ia vevyf 
infeiidr ts the* chib-beimea of Stockholm. About twa 
o'clock?, th^dimier-houirattMa plaee> the'court^yav^ift 
cw w d^l "mith e afrfa g e y and equipages. 

A fortunate femovai of pecrp^e nont the ho^ etia^ 
Hcdine to ehange mj eqiartment fer another m6f e pteaa- 
atttlysituatCf}; the price waathe sanie^ ▼«. se^ett wh- 
bie9> or niiieteaiy ahillmgs Englhh, per weeii. Thi» 
n>onriraa dlride^, ^ /a HuMr, by a screex» behind whkh 
m^r bed or crib iraa placecl. The wtndoMra k5oked> upon 
the Mo&a canah iirhere of an erentfig^ P uaed'to be 9efe-< 
Dfnitd'bf the commott bargemen, and semetiinea bf (hat 
ipowers of the pteasttre-bargea* Of the Rtissian soiig^ 
JBid Tttu$ic I tfiU speafcby and bye ? I shall onfy ftow^ a* 
some modest hamsters say^ kumbiy ineht ufen It, tha* 
barbatians have not a mrtttra? and ardent taste ibr muskt 
and smging. One evening, wh^ amusing myself with » 
young bear in the court-yard of the ho\ise of a fiiendy. 
my ears were gratified by some wild note% which, up-;, 
on tumhkg rotmd, I fottnd issned from an instrument re-'' 
sembHng a guitar, upon which a native of Archangel- 
was pkcying very wwsukf r tb» tcti d e m c ss of ti>^accuec 
improved the mutiic. The poor fellow was weeping- a» 
he pfayed, ta mi1:igate the suffierings of his wife^ upofir 
whom death had feted his seal^, and who, with her head! 
recKning* upon her hand, sat at an ope» window in the* 
basement^ fiijot to enjoy a IJttfe air. Yhe ni^and sor** 
rowfut musician, antl hi> pale and interesliin:g ifiity form- 
ed a subject for the painter. This sensibility^ wlwch^ 
would have charmed a travefter had he beliei'd h in the 
love-inspiring graves of Italy, ti-as the produce of the 
frozen regions of the White Sea !* The nativea of Arch-* 
angel are looked upon as. loaoce. civiHzed than; their morc^ 
southern brethren, rmd servants from this pttrt of Hus-' 
«ift are prefon^^d ft^x their integrity, intcTfigence, and ac*. 
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Althottgb I have expressed my attachment to the Rus* 
8ian, and Uke the good humored fellow prodigiously ; 
yet I must admit that he has no pbjection to improve his 
notions of earthly felicity by a little occasional inebriation^ 
At a house where I passed the evenings previous to ssupr 
per we had been drinking some ale^ whidi in thiscoun* 
try is prized on account of its being both exceUeot and* 
forbidden, having left a couple of bottles about half full 
upon the table when supper was announced) a most de*. 
mure looking menial, ^th a long beards who stood be- 
hind my chair, was ordered to bring them in : after 
some little hesitation, he informed his master '< that he 
^ was very sorry for it ; but that, as he passed through 
^ the room, by mere accident he had emptied the hot-. 
*^ ties.'* Nature, by some of her odd freaks, very soon 
confirmed the truth of one part of this statement. This 
propensity is much enccruraged by the extraordinary 
number of festivals which occur in this country, parjticu- 
larly at the end of Lent ^ almiost as many as the, feasts of 
the civic corporation of London, which it is said would 
present, if they were duly obseryed, one for every day 
in the year, and some over. 

One day whilst I was at Petersburg, as the Emperor 
was returning from Cronstadt, when the weather was 
most oppressively hot, he halted at a. little village about 
twenty versts from the residence, in consequence of the 
jrclay of horses not being immediately ready. An En- 
glish merchant vJ-ho had a country house adjoining, with 
that warmth of heart which forgets and surpasses ail eti- 
quette, ran out, and presented to the Emperor, who ap* 
peared. to be in great heat and covered with dust, a glass 
of excellent Burton ale, for which his Majesty^ with his 
usual affability, thanked his attentive host^ and drank. 
Both the Emperor and the merchant forgot that the be- 
verage was prohibited, or secretly relished it more on 
that account. A German who was present, and was 
struck with the frank and cordial avidity with which the 
Emperor emptied the glass, observed, "that had a 
'* Frenchman offered it, his Majesty would have made 
•? one of his horses taste it first.'* , . 
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Upon another occasion the Emperor exhibited the na- 
tive goodness of his heart : some British bottled porter^ 
which is also prohibited, was shipped for an Englishman 
whose lady was very much indisposed, and to whom it 
was- recommended by her physicians. Scarcely had it 
reached Petersburg from Cronstadt, before it wss seized 
fey the custom-house officer : upon the Emperor hearing 
of it, he sent to the customs, declaring it to be his own^ 
(for such, in truth, the law of confiscation had made it,) 
and immediately forwarded it, with some very kind ex- 
pressions, to the fair invalid. 

' The princely magnificence in which some of the 
Russian nobility live is prodigious. Having occasion 
one day to find out a person who occupied a suit of rooms 
lA one of the great town hotels of Count Sheramatoif, 
the Russian Duke of Bedford, we had an opportunity of 
seeing this enormous pile, in which a great number of 
respectable families reside ; and the rent, amounting to 
twenty thousand rubles, is applied by its munificent 
\6td to the relief of the poor. Exclusive of another 
superf) mansion in the city, which he inhabits, the Count 
has a' town on the road to Moscow called Paulova, con- 
tMning about two thousand five hundred houses, and five 
churches : this place is the "Birmingham of Russia, all 
the inhabitants of which are his slaves, who carry on an 
extensive trade on the Caspian Sea. In the neighbor- 
hood of this place, he has a palace rivalling Versailles in 
extent and splendor. Many of his slaves, all of whom 
adore him, have realized vast fortunes, and display at 
their tables sumptuous services of plate, every costly 
luxury, and have foreign masters to teach their children. 
Though rolling in unmeldy revenues, the Count is fre- 
quently embarrassed, from his princely munificence j 
yet he never replenishes his exhausted treasury, by ex- 
ercising the sovereign right which he has to raise the 
cfepilation-tax of his peasantry. What additional bles- 
sings might not such a nobleman bestow upon his coun- 
tr}^ by converting his vassals into tenants : — how great 
and immediate would be the influence and example of a 
spirit so liberal :— with what power has Fortune invested 
him to accelerate the civilization of his country ! One 
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table^ and a cook ! The Count was under «ev<$ne don^eg- 
tic «£f)actioii at this ti£fte> havmg juit tost lais aauabie 
ladyi v< "-> iiidlorHierlf been oae •m 1ms slaves e -she left 
^ehiivd her a Iktte S0B lo oonsole lilm, whoBLUw £a»pe«> 
ror «ieva ed t(0 the Mnk«f Dol^IUf ; a measure rendered 
n^efiflKOy m coasequcnce of bis mixed Uirtb^ to enable 
him to enjoy his fatiler^ wealth «n«i iionors. Piince 
Sheramatoff, who is the lord ^of one hundred and fi>rty 
thousand slaves, lost eigfvty thousand rubles xne night at 
tha gaming-tabte : not having so much »sQey at imme»> 
itiate cOBuAftand, he ^Sered to transfer U> the winner an 
fistate of slaves of that value': as soon as the unfortu* 
ttate Vassals heard of tkeinteaded assks&jnentjdrefdiQy 
to ha^Fe ane^r nfaster, they kmaediateJy rawed the 
money amongst them, and sent it to their iord« Many 
of the nobles have three hundred servants ; and one ai 
that ofdef) it ts reported, had thirteen thousand in con*' 
ttbant atiendfittce« 

The manners of the Ruman nobility very.muoh par* 
take of the manners of the old schoel of France, and) 
in coikiplinidi^ary proles^on, 'perhaps a liliUe. e&ceed k« 
They wpe acute observers ef imman ndtune s and know- 
ing thfUt thtsr urbanity, on account of then* polar situa- 
tion, is generally suspected, they are «Vven anxious to 
make a profuse display of it. They are remarkably hos- 
pitable, and very attentive tostrai^rs. Conmibial haf>« 
piness «rafMigst the higjber ordi^rs seldom endures eleven 
. months aftitr the hone^^'mocm, when the parties general- 
ly kiss, poot, part) and afteriv%irds are happy* Divorce 
is not recognized l>y the laws of Russia. The i^oad to 
Moscow fre^M:ly exhibits a singular spectacle of lords 
and their ladies, taking a half yearly glance at each oth- 
er as they meet, in exchanging their residences in the 
two cities, for their mutual acpommodaUon and atmise- 
m^it : this as the nearest pdlnt of Conlact. The educa- 
tion of the young ncbility very frequently suffers from 
the free and unguarded manner with which they receive 
every needy adventurer in the capacity of domestic tutor, 
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particularly if lie be an EngUsbman : English , taylors, 
tind servants out pf livery, and travelling valets, fre- 
quently become the preceptors and governors of chil- 
dren. A fellow of this description said, one day t " la 
<< summer I be clerk to a butcher at Cronstadt, and in 
" winter I teaches English to the Russian nobility's chil 
*' dren." I knew a lady whose valet left her at Peters- 
burg, in consequence of haying been appointed to the 
supeiintendance of the children of a Russian nobleman 
of hjgh distinction, with one thousand rubles per annum, 
a table, and two slaves. The Russian nobility are in 
general very extravagant, and consequently frequently 
embart-assed : their hills are often at a discount of sixty, 
and even seventy pounds per cent, ; 

Soon after ouir arrival,- we visited the Grand Imperial 
Theatre, or Opera House, called the Stone-Theatre, 
which stands in a large open place, nearly in front of the 
Marine Garrison, formerly the New Goal, and the Nico- 
Jai Canal, At four angles, in this spacious area, are four 
pavilions of iron, supported by pillars of the same met- 
al, resting upon a circular basement of granite, within 
which, in winter, large fir fires are constructed, the wind 
being kept off by vast circular moveable shutters of iron, 
for warming and screening the servants of those who visit 
the theatre in the winter. Previous to the erection of these 
sheds, many of those unfortunate persons were frozen 
to death. The government, attentive to the lives of the 
people, has interdicted performances at the opem, when 
the frost is unusually severe. The front is a noble porti- 
co, supported by doric pillars ; the interior is about the 
size of Covent-Garden, of an oval shape, and splendidly 
but rather, heavily decorated. The lower tier of boxe$ 
project from the sides, at the back of which are pilasters^ 
adorned with appropriate decorations, richly gilded, a- 
bove which are three rows of boxes, supported by corin- 
thiai) pillars, each of which, as well as those below, con- 
tain nine persons. Nothing less than the whole box can 
be taken. • It frequently happens tliat servants stand be- 
hind their masters or mistresses in the boxes, during the 
performance, and present a, curious motly appearance. 
The Imperial box is in the centre of the first tier, pro- 

S 
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jecthfig a little, U small, and very plahily decorated, llic 
pit has seven or eight rows of seats with backs to them, 
ill which a commodious portion of space for each specta* 
tor is marked off by little plates of brass, numbered up- 
on the top of the back scat ; this part is called the fatae- 
tiUa, Such is the order observed here, and in every the- 
atre on the continent, that however popular the piece, a 
spectator may, during any part of the performance, 
reach his seat, in this part of the theatre, without any 
tlifficulty. Behind, but not boarded off, is the pit and 
the }xtrten'e. The piice of admission to the boxes and 
fautetdls are two silver rubles, little more than five shil- 
lings. There are no gi^leries. The massy girandoles, 
one of which is placed at every pilaster, are never illu- 
minated but when the Imperial family are present, on 
which occasion only, a magniiiceat circle of large pa- 
tent lamps is used, descending from the centre of the 
l^of ; at other times its plac^ is supplied by one of small- 
er dimensions, when the obscurity which prevails indu- 
ces the ladies generally to appear in an undress. Al- 
though this gloom before the curtain is said to be advan- 
tageous to the effect of scenery, yet the eye is saddened, 
as it runs its circuit in vain for forms adorned with grace- 
ful drapery, the glittering gepi, the nodding plume, and 
iooksof adorned beauty, that give fresh brilliance to the 
gay galaxy of light". This theatre is furnished with a 
great number of doors and pass^^es, reservoirs of water, 
tind an engine in case of fire, and with concealed fiues 
and stoves, to give it summer warmth in winter. It is 
always strongly guarded by a detachment from the 
guards, as well as by the police officers, who preserve the 
most admirable order among the carriages and servants. 
It is not an ungratifying sight, after the opera, to pause at 
the doors and see with what uncommon skill and velocity 
the carriages, each drav'n by. four horses, drive up 
to the gi'and entrance under the portico, receive their 
company and gallop off at full speed ; pockets are very 
rarely picked, and accidents seldom happen. 

Owing to the size and quantity of decorations, and the 
'upacious arrangement of the boxe3, 1 should not think 
tlie theatj'e could contain more than twelve hundred per- 



Chap. 15.3 NORTHERN SUMMER. 207 

«otis. Its receipts have never yet excecSied one thou- 
sand six hundred and eighty rubles, or two hundred and 
forty pounds. How different from a London theatre, 
which, on a crowded night, when a Siddons or a Litch- 
field delight their audieiipe, is lined with faces, and the 
tery walls appear to breathe I 

The first opera I saw was Bhie Beard, performed by 
Itialian performers, the subject of which vaiied but little 
from the representation of it in England, except that the 
last wife of Blue Beard has a lover, who in the concludii>^ 
.act lays the sanguinary tyrant breathless with his swo«xJ. 
The catastrophe was finely worked up, and drew from 
the Russians successioi>8 of enthusiastic acclamation. 
Do these sentiments of tenderness, these noble notions 
of retributive justice, denote an immutable barbarism ? 
The proceasions wer6 in the first style of migniiicenGe, 
the dresses and emaments were very costly, and k is not 
unusual to introduce, on these occasions, one thousand 
Tuen, selected from the guards for the expression of theiir 
feces and symmetry of dieir figures, to swell the scene of 
pomp. The orchestra was very full, and Combined ti*e 
first-rate powers of music. The scenes were handsome 
and well managed. A room was formed of entire sides, 
and well finished ; and a garden was displayed with all 
its characteristics. The Emperor contributes very mu- 
nificently to the support of this theatre ; and as all th« 
machinist?) and workmen are his slaves, they are all un- 
der admirable discipline. The introduction of a tree ii^- 
to a stndy, or fringing the top of a forest with rich ciel- 
ing, scemc blunders which fi'cquently occiir on th'e Eng- 
lish stage, would hazaixi the bdcks of the Russian scene 
shifters. This theatre ha« eC Vei^y beautiful set of scenes, 
which is never dis^^ayed but on nights when the Imperial 
Family honor it with their pi-e&ence. The silence awd 
decorum of the audience cannot but impi^ss tlie«iindof 
any one, who has witnessed the boisterous clamors of an 
En^ish audience. The curtain ascends at six o'clock 
precisely. No after-piecte, as with. us, only now and 
then a ballet, succeeds the opera, which is generally con- 
cluded by nine o'clock, when the con^pany go to the 
• Summer Garfiens, diive about the city, or proceed to 
card axKl supper parties. 
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* This theatre is as mHch dedieated to the RiiSGian 
muses, as to those of more gesial (Opiates. In tlm 
respect Catherine II. pursued the same plan of domestic 
-policy, so wisely adopted by Gktstavus III. but the plan 
since her demise has never been encours^ed by the 
higher circles. A Russ play has the same effect upon 
fashion in Russia, as George Barnwell has upon the 
same class in England. AlSiough in the former t&ere 
«re some inimitable performers, as in the hero of the lat- 
ter, one of the most perfect and affecting imitations of 
nature, in that walk of the drama, ever exiubited upon 
any stage,, is displayed by Mr. Charles Kemble. 

I went one bvening, m company with my amiable and 
gallant friend, Captain Elphkistone, to see a Russ opera, 
called <^ The school for Jealousy :"it is not much i es- 
teemed. As it proceeded Captain E. expldmed it to 
me 8 the sentiments were frequently coarse^ sometimes, 
very obscene ; the actors, who were Russians, appeared 
to perform with great abilky ; the heroine of the paeee 
was represented by a very pretty leod interesting gi^^r 
who was t;aken from the hospital of foundlings s she 
manifested grace, and a bewitching naivety and played 
and sung most sweetly. I am- sorry I have forgotten her 
name; she is the principal Russ actress, and Is a very 
great favoiite. In the course of the ^play, to'my astonish- 
ment, was introduced a scene of the iiiside of the n&ad- 
house at Petersburg, in which amongst a number of 
horrible grotesque figures, a mad periwig-maker threw 
a handful of hair powder into the face of a frantic girl, 
who ran raving about the stage with dishevelled locks, 
*which excited strong risibility amongst the. audience. 
I was so disgusted at the spectacle, and the appkujse, 
that I wished it had not happened ; but as it did, I record 
it. Although all English audience has been delighted 
at a dance of undertakers, laughed at the feasts of skele- 
tons in pantomimes, and in Hamlet has expressed great 
mirth at seeing a buffoon ; grave-digger roll human 
skulls upon the stage, and beat them about with lus 
spade, it could not endure a sight in which those objects 
whom pity and every tender feeling have consecrated, 
are brought forward with ridicule, ^ut let it be re- 
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membered that madnea^ is lesd frequent in Russia than 
in milder regipns ; and hence the people, for they aare 
very far from being strangers to feelings which vrould 
do honor to the most civilize^ of the" human race, ai;e 
less acquainted with^and consequently lessaflected by its 
appearance ; and when it is thus wantonly displayed 
.upon the stage, it a|^ears under the mksk of buffoonery. 
The government would do well to suppress this and 
every similar exhibition, calculated only to imbrute a ci- 
vilized imnd, andpostpcme the refinement of a rude one. 

I was much more pleased with the Russ. opera of the 
Nymph of the Dnieper, Ivhich is so popular and attrac- 
tive, diat it never fails to fill the seats of £ashion* It is 
.chiefly; intended to display the ancient costume and mu- 
sic of Russia. The story is very simple : A prince has 
sworn, eternal constancy to a nymph, who js violently at- 
tached to him ; his father, a powerful king^ wishes him 
to marry a princess of an ancient house ; the prince ccHi- 
sehts, but the nuptials are always interrupted by the 
stratagems of the jealous nympk, who appears in various 
disguises. The first scene was singularly beautiful : it 
displayed a river and its banks, and nymphs swimming ; 
the. manner in which they rose upon the water was admira- 
bly natural ; the music of the ancient Russ airs, in which 
the celebrated Cossacka is introduced, were exquisite ; 
the scenery was very fine, and displayed a number of 
pantomimic changes. 

The Russian noblemen are fond of the drama ; almost 
every country mansdon has a private theatre. Those of 
the nobility, who, from disgust to the court, or some other 
cause, confine their residence to Moscow and the adja- 
cent country, live in the voluptuous magnificence of eab- 
tem satraps : after dimier they. frequently retire to a vast 
rotunda, and sip their coffee, during a battle of dogs, wild 
bears, apd wolves ; from thence they go to their piivato 
theatres, where great dramatic skill is frequently display- 
ed by their slaves, who perform, and who also furnish the 
prchestra. These people are tutorc^il by French players, 
who are very liberally payed by their employers. 

- S 2 
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CHAPTER XIV- 

IT \% with de^p rcgfet Aat I ftpJ)i«oach the delicate tftid 
awful subject itf this cfeaptef . Huraamty wottld ^tA^ 
\j cover it whh the pali of oblivioii ; but jwitice ta the 
skiemory of an utih^py ititmai*ch, aad to the chief of the 
auguat finndly of Rudsia, dema&d a ctiidid tfaoogh earefiil 
devetoprement of tht^ events ifrhich pH;ceded The i^ of the 
last Empemr. TI*k (jri^nal sdurce ef toy kifo^iiie^o» 
is from one who beheld tiie catastrtfphe Whkh t atA aboot 
to relate, whom I ban neither name nor doubt ; a catas«» 
trophe whieh is too near the pet^od ih which I Writer iiot 
to render an unrftstrained cfisclosure of all the particulars 
with which I have bceh ftirtHshed, mrfalf if nttt iaipra- 
dent. The causes that Urbt created tiKM6 weli4Lnown 
prejudices i^hlch Catherine II. cherished against her 
BOD) have perished wHh her ; hut all the world taowsy 
that, during the many years which rolled away betweea 
the Grand Duke'^ anival at Uie age ef hiaturtty and his^ 
elevation to tihe throne^ his augitst mo^er tlie^r odmit'^ 
ted him to any participation ^ power, but k^pt hkn in a. 
state of the most abject atid mortifying sepa)f6tion front 
the court, and in almost total ignorance of the adkips of 
the empire. Although Paul, by his birth^ was generalis-*- 
simo of the armies, he never was permitted to head a 
regiment ; and although, by the same rights grand admi* 
ral of the Baltic, he was inteiiclict^dfrom ever visiting the 
fleet at Cmnfetadt, To these pg^fiful piivadons tnay be^ 
added, that when he Was tecommendfed, that is t>rdertdf 
to travel, during his absence Catherine seised and sent to 
Siberia one of his most cherished friehds> because ehe 
discovered that he had informed her son of some inccoi'- 
slderebie state affeir. Thus Paul beheld himself not 
only severed from the lieing who gave him birth, but 
from all the ordinary felicities of life. The pressure of 
his hand excited suspicion ; peril was in his attachraentj 
and in his confidence guilt and treason. He could not 
have a friend, withoiit furnishing a victim. 
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A gfeiftleittiin ne^My feontwectcd with ttt€, nownb more, 
a man i>f talent and acute d\)Witatkm and veracity, had 
Bev^tal yeat^s 8!*iC6 the toAorof spetK^ng a short period 
^ the little secluded ebtin of €^«t^hltia, tapofi "W^di, 9M 
the dazzUng bealJEls of itrvpelial favor never Bhone, the . 
abserver was left in the tfi^uiliity «f the stl^de^ tb maklb 
a naore caltn^ ifteady^ and tindiverted «utVefy. At thii 
tiiHe^ Paiil displayed a M«^ very elegantly IncHlied, and 
witlHifit beiiV)^ brilliant^ highly tultivatefd, atc&vnpttBhed 
fbd informed^ fratik and genercms,. bi>&t^ and ifiagnttai- 
m^u^ a heart teMer iEO# affectt^i^, aaMd a disposMioll 
very ai^reet? Aotigli nw»t at«tety tkf^ poignantly t6U8«' 
eeptlble i his peri^oli was »9t handse^siie, but his eye wai^ 
pefvettating^ and his manners s^ch as d^ncyied the finish- 
ed ^ti^ei^ian, 1^ his youth he was seen by the bed^ 
«ldte of the dying Ffisiln) the hojery and able mmlster of 
C6*l»e»rine> and his tutor, M^mg atid bathing hss hand' 
with teara. As ^ evidence <rf his Int^lkctual Vigor, tet 
the eiabof ate aind aWe iikase^ by which he settled the 
precedence and f^roVisiDn of the imperial fomiiy, |in- 
quesdonaibly his t>wn nhasskted composition^ be referred 
to. rte kj^ his atniatoie piincess, and* his children^ 
wilii %he most ardent^ the taoBt indulgent fondness, and 
it was the labor i&f th^ love, as well as ^ his sfervantsv 
who were devotedly attached to hfan, to requite his af*- 
fections and graciousness^ and to endeavoi* to fill up wit!h 
eve^T- endearmg^ every studied atteti^dii) the gloomy 
chasm which had been formed by «n unnatuval and in«- 
explicabie neglect ; hot this chasm was a bottotnless 
abyS9> upon the brink of which his wounded npirit was ev- 
er wandering I Paul ^Jdsstessed ahigli marti«f inclination, 
and, reflecting that he might one day mount the throne 
of a military empire, he made the art of war the princi* 
pal object ttf his studies ; but neither this pursuit, so co-^ 
pious^ so ioterestiiig, twt the endearments of those who 
surrounded him^ could expel fpo?m -his mmd the sense 
of his injuries. He beheld himself, the second person^ 
age and the destined ruler of tlie empire, postponed to 
the periodicai favorite t>f his mother, the minister of her 
unbounded v^uptuoijsness, not u^frequently elevated to 
tiie presidency t}f the HctmtWige from the ranka, with no 
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other pretensions than vigorous health and a nigfatf 
frame ; whilst, on the other hand, the bleeding shade of 
hi^ father was for ever, in his morbid Imagination, points 
ing to his wound, and whispering revenge. Thus exiled 
from the httart of his mother, is it a matter of surprise 
that he should exclude her from his own ? 

Catherine more than once observed, that her son 
would not long occupy the throne after her decease ; aod 
it has been the ^hi<»i to say, that her alienation from. 
him was justified by the events which succeeded her 
death. With this prophetic spirit, she devoted all her 
£are to the education of her grandsons, Alexander and 
, Constantine, and exercised all the powers she possessed 
towards the consummation of her prediction. She fore*- 
told that the flower which she had planted would withet 
early : she shook it till every blossom fell, and shaded it 
so, that the dew of Heaven should never visit it more : 
she pressed and pierced the delicate and ardent min^ of 
her son until she subverted it. Was it then a proof of 
inspiration, to prognosticate the brevity of his reign over 
an empire, the history of which has too often and fatally 
proved, that however despotic its government, and there 
is not one under heaven more absolute, a cautious and 
dexterous cultivation of the interest j feelings, prejudices, 
^nd affections of the people, is inseparable from the safe*- 
ty of the ruler ? 

A short time before her demise, Catherine committed 
to P Z— — , her last favorite, whom she highly es- 

teemed, a declaration of her will, addressed to the senate, 
purportipg that Paul should be passed over in the sue*- 
cession, and that the Grand Duke Alexander should 
mount the vacant throne. As soon as the favorite was 
acquainted with the sudden death of the Empress, he 
flew to Pavlovsk, about thirty -five versts from the ca{»- 
tal, where Paul occasionally resided, whom he met oa 
the road ; and, after a short explanation, delivered up to 
him this important document. PaiJl, charmed with his 
zeal and loyalty, preserved him in all his honors and for- 
tunes, whilst a general and rapid dispet«ion, to all points 
of the compass, instantaneously suctee^^ amongst the 
members of the male* aeragUo of the Hermitage. The 
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'Emperor ascended the throne without difficulty, but a 
total stranger to his subjects. One of the first mea- 
atires of his reign displayed, in a very singular manner^ 
the native goodness of his heart, under the clouds-, thttt 
rapidly began to overshadow it, in an act of piety torwitrdB 
his murdered father, whose remains he removed frojijii 
the church of St. Alexander Nevski, called the Monas-^ 
tery ; . and h^vmg exhibited them in great funeral state, 
he- consigned theitn to the sepulchre of Cathannei: X\.y^ m 
tht cathedral of St. Peter suid St. Paul. The latter part 
t>f this extraordinary transaction ha& of^en induced me po 
think that Paul didnot believe thathis.mother issued the 
order for tl^ assassination of his father. At this ecceny 
trie solemnity, he compelled Count Alexey Orloff, and 
Prince Baratynski, under whose hands the unhappy mo- 
narch is said to have perished, to stand on each side of 
tbebody as it lay in state, atui afterwards to follow it to 
the tomb as the principal mourners. 

Not long after this event, his mind began occasionally 
to display 9ie most fearful symptoms of distraction ; but 
when bis reason was restored, the hapless Emperor 
never haled to endeavor, with the most affecting sensi- 
biMty, to repair the ruin and havoc which his. delirium 
had occasioned. The deposed. Stanislaus, the broken- 
hearted King of Poland, partook alternately qf his be- 
neficence and severity ; but with what demcmstraUon of 
respect and genuine grief did the Empercwr attend the 
cteequies of this last of the Sarmates ? On that gloomy 
occasion, he commanded in person the guards who as- 
sisted at the funeral ; and uncovering himself, with the 
most affecting emotions, saluted the coffin as it passed. 
To the memory of the hoary and heroic Suvaroff, who 
fell a broken hearted victim to the distraction of his Im- 
perial master, in periods of agonized and compury::tiovc9 
reflection, he raised a« colossal statue of bronze, ui ^he 
Tafl!t area behind Benskoi's palace, opposite to Romant- 
Eoff *s monument ; and, on the days when he reviewed 
his troopshth^lte, he used to order them to march by in 
open ordec^ and face the statue, which he said represent- 
ed one pf the greatest and bravest generals of his owa 
Qv any other age. 
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Notwithatandiof^ the impovtant service whkh P— — - 
Z-— — had rendered him, the Emperor could never sep^ 
aratehim,inhismkid'« eye, ftotn thecaresses of hismoth- 
6]V ivnd speedily boipame disgusted with him ; spoke of 
him-ifvith great asperity to his friends, and at lengtii, conr 
verting the boui^yof Catherine into a robbery, he de- 
wmnced him as a de&uker to the Xmpeiial treasury of 
Mt ^piUion of rubles ; and, convinced of 'the justice 
of > the- aEegation, proceeded, without loss of time, to 
se<piester the vast estates which belonged to him and to 
li^two brothers* Driven to desperation by such con- 
tffifct, one of the sufierers, the second brother, one day 
boldly walked up to the Emperor upon the parade, and, 
with manly eloquence, represented the injusdce of his 
measures. Paul received Him without anger, heard him 
without interruption, reflected, and restored the proper- 
ty : but the original disgust ra^ndly Pluming) he cMPder*- 
cd P— Z to reside upon his estate, to which »1^ 

submitted for a consi^rable time. But the mind of the 
ejdle was too ardent te endure' seclusion ; ambitious^ 
bold, active, andenterpridng, he determined upon releas- 
ing himself from the ' unjust constraint imposed upon him 
by his sovereign, the delirium of whose mind now ^e- 
quently burst forth with all the fury and desolation of a 
convulsed volcanoe. Messrs. Otto, Sieyes, and Talley- 
rand, who at that time formed a diplomatic trio, or rather 
were spies, at the court of Petersburg, with the dexteri- 
ty of talent, and the subtiky of Frenchmen, resolved to 
turn the gathering storm to the advantage of their own 
country, by means which, extendi:) g beyond their cal- 
culation and their wishes, finally and rapidly led to the 
overthrow of the Emperor. Under their > tuition, A 
French actress was introduced on the boards -of the 
French theatre at Petersburg, aftd placed in such' situa- 
tions of alhirement, that the eye of the Emperor could 
not but notice her. The ruin of domestic happiness 
fumisbed these politicians with the means of their suc- 
cess. A French actress was destined to estrange the 
Emperor from his family, and to create a temporary ajid 
terrible change in the affairs of Europe. Madame Ghe- 
-f alier possessed that style of face which, without being 
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regularly handsome^ was more sweet, expressive, and 
capdvating, than the exact'Symmetry of a finished beau** 
ty. Her person was small, but delicate, and rather m 
dhn -fioint : her manners were of the highest order, ^d 
enchanted every one who approached her. The Empe* 
ror was fond of music : Madame Chevalier excelled up* 
on the harp, and sung to it some sweet and crafty verses^ 
composed by one of her three employers, and which ^ilft 
herself had set to music ; the subject of which was, the 
martial skill, valor, ah A generosity, of the Emperor. Sh^' 
had not spread her witcheries long, before an evening 
was appointed for a private gratification of the musical 
taste and passion of the Emperor. This Syren very 
soon became the sole idol of bis shattered mind, which 
Bhe moved according to the direction of her secret prin- 
cipals, until the Emperor withdrew himself from his al- 
liance with Austria, recalled Suvaroff and his army cov- 
ered with glory, crowded the roads to Siberia with Bri- 
tish subjects, and filled with terror and consternation the 
Exchange of the British empire. I mean not to enume- 
rate all the calamities which followed : they were too sig- 
nal not to be widely kno^n, too recent not to be well re- 
membered 5 and, from their very nature, incontestably 
proved the aberration of those faculties which could 
alone, by their presence, render the Emperor responsi- 
ble for all the misery, dismay, and ruin, which threaten- 
ed the very existence of the empire. P — ^ Z re- 
solved upon availing himseirof the influence of the fair 
favorite, to whom he addressed himself with all the insi^ 
nuation of person, manners, wit, and mcney : having en- 
gaged her in his favor, be made her acquainted with 
Count K— — , a man who, from having been about the 
person of Paul in the menial capacity of a valet, at last 
obtained a high place in his affection, distinguished hon- 
or, and great wealth. The more firmly to bind K. to 

his interests, F  »  Z feigned an honorable passion 

for the daughter of the former, v/ho was, like all the sud- 
den favorites of fortune, much pleased at the prospec*^^ of 
an alliance with a very distinguished family. Count 
K--— — , and Madathe Chevalier, conceived many pjans 
for prevailing upon his Majesty to restore Z-'  * to his 
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hyor. At lengthy one evening, when »h6 had tranqnU- 
Uzcd the mind.of the Emperor, and excited in hinn an ap- 
pearance of gaiety by the vivacity of her wit, and some 
of her most successful songs, she artfully insinuated that 

p. Z • was the most unhappy man alive in being 

deprived of the Emperor's favor, and of the power of pro- 
moting the interests of one of the greatest g^uses that 
eirer mounted the Czaiian tlirone, to whom he was most 
inifiolably attached. The Emperor paused, andexp^es^ 
©ed some doubt of the truth of the 'statement ; but upon 
her reassuring him of its sincerity, accompanied by some 
of those Uttle blandishments which no woman ever knew 
how to display with more finished address than Madame 
Chevalier, Paul grunted her petition, and recalled Z 
to the residence, where he flew with the celerity of a 
courier, and threw himself at the feet of the Emperor, by 
whom he was graciously received, and from whose pre- 
sence he withdrew to present his fiwr advocate with the 
stipulated reward, a magnificent aigrette of diamon<ls, 
valued at sixty thousand rubles. Whatever private 

pique Z might have cherished against his Imperial 

master, I believe that it was wholly lost in his review of 
the deteriorated and dreadful condition of the empire, 
and in those awful measures of restoration which were 
afterwards resorted to. Z— gradually and warily un- 
folded his mind to K— — , who as cautiously entered mto 
his views, until tlieir confidience was completely estab- 
lished. The result of their deliberations was, that, to 
save the empire, it was necessary that the Emperor 
should be removed. They next premled upon Count 

P , the governor of the city, and Count P ■, a very 

young nobleman, but of considerabierfamily interest, tlie 

son of the celebrated general, Count P P , wh» 

so eminently distinguished himself in the Turkish war, 
and also the Prince Y— , and soitie other persons of 
great rank and consequence. AlLof these noblemen were 
actuated by no other motive, than to prevent tlie final 
ruin of their counay, and for this purpose they determin- 
ed to place in peril their lives and their fortunes. 

In their conferences, which were managed witli admi- 
x:able discretion, it was resolved, th^t Paul should die r 
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«Dd, like Cssar, k was destkodl tiMU; ht slipuM perish in 
tise idestiC Match, on the 4l8y of t^e ifesdva] called Mas* 
Mmtsca. 

I thkik I hear the voice irf hunwuttty excbim, *^ Whr 
*^ not pvovisioikallf remote the unhappy Jpfonarch from 
« l*e thwioe ?" Alas 1 tike consUtutioa of Russia pos- 
sesses nctt^ of those mild and hmeficem piwteions, which 
tB^est mar ewu constitution totts a thousaad tod a thou" 
saad times. When the pu4er is once mauftted on the 
throne, an abyss opens betow, and the descctit from the 
lost st3«p is into eternity. I am endeafvoring to illustrate 
moOpes, not iasrtify them ; die reeord is before ano* 
ther trfeunal 4 It is scarcefy necessary for me to observe^ 
tliat the attgnst family of Paul were wholly unacquaint- 
ed with the meditated blow. 

The Emperor from an aversion he had taken to those 
{wiaces, whkh formed the fevorite residence of Cathc- 
line, resolved upon buil^g a palace for himself. The 
goi^eous magmfieence of Zareko Zelo, and of the Win- 
ter poJace, and ail the Orientai voluptuousness of the 
Hermitege, were hateful to him ; indeed to such an el- 
evation taad his abhorrence of these places attained, that 
he had determined to redute them to the dnst, that only 

1*^— ^ Xhe UackBe89 of ashes 8au>aklnHirk whew t^ey stood/' 

His fate, which was fast approaching^ prevented the ac- 
compfishflaeat of this irretrievable act of delirium. The 
Emperor and his family resided, at the time when the 
confederacy had i^esolved upon his removal, in the new 
palace of Saint Michaels It is an enormous quadrangu- 
lar pile, of red Ikitc^ brick, rising from a massy base- 
ment of hewn grarate ; it stands at the bottom of the 
Summer Gardens, «nd the lofty spii-e of hs Greek c^- 
pel, richly covered with decat gold, rising above the 
trees, has a beautiful appearance. 

As P^ul was anxious to inhabit this palace as soon af- 
ter he was crowned as possible^ the masons, the carpen- 
tei-s, and various-arti&eers, toiled with incredible labor by 
day and by torchiHght, tmder the sultry sun of the sum- 
mer, and in all the severity of a polar winter, and in three 

T 
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years Chls enormous and magnificent fabiic was complex 
ted. The whole-Is moated round) and when the stran- 
ger surveys its^ bastions of granite, and numerous draw- 
biidges, he is naturiedty led to conclude, that it was in* 
tended for the last asyjum of a Prince at war with his 
.subjects. Those who have seen its massy walls, ^and 
the capaciousness and variety of its chambers^ will eadly 
admit that an act of violence might be committed intone 
room, and not be heard by those who occupy the adjoin* 
xng one ; and that a massacre might be perpetrated* at 
one end, and not known at the other. Paul toc^ posses- 
* sion of this palace as a place of strength, and beheld it 
f^'ith rapture, because his Imperial moliier had' never 
even seen it. Whilst his femily were here, by every act 
of tenderness endeavoring to soothe the terrible pertur* 
bation of his mindj there Were not wanting those who ex- 
erted every stratagem to inflame and encreaseit These 
people were constantly insinuating, that every hand was 
urmed against him. With this impression, which added 
fuel to his burning brain, he ordered a secret stair-case 
to be constructed, which, leading from his own chamber, 
passed under a false stove in the anti-room, and led by 
a small door to the terrace. 

It was the custom of the Emperor to sleep in an outer 
apartment next to the Empress*, upon a sopha,' in his 
i^egimentals and boots, whilst the Grand Duke and 
Dutchess, and the rest of the Imperial family, wei^e 
lodged at various distances, in apartments below-the sto- 
ry which he occupied. On the tenth . day of March, 
O. S. 1801, the day preceding the fetal night, whether 
Paul's apprehension, or anonymous information, sug- 
gested the idea, is not known, hut conceiving that a 
storm was ready to burst upon him, he sent to Count 

P , the governor of tlie city, one of the noblemen 

who had resolved on his destruction : " I am informed, 

" P ," said the Emperor, « that there is^a conspiracy 

on foot against me ; do you tliink it necessary to take 
any precaution ?" The Count, without betraying the 
least emotion, replied, " Sire, do not suffer ^ch appre- 
«' hensions to haunt your mind ; if there were any com- 
^ binations forming against your Majesty's person^ Xam 
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*^ sure I should be acquainted witli ]ji << Then I am 
<^ satisfied," said the Emperor, ai^ l^governor with- 
di?ew. Before Paul retired to restj-f^e n^xpectedly ex- 
pressed the most tender solicitude {«r .the^^^j^press and 
hi» children, kissed tliem v^itli all th^^Tamnth of fare** 
well fondness, and remained with the^ l^ger than 
«tsuBl ; and after he had visited the centinefs - at-their dif- 
ferent posts, he retired to his chamber, where 'be'' had 
not long remained) before, under some colorabK^pt^text^ 
that satisEed the men, the guard was changed'^jiy ithe 
officers who had the command for the night, and were* 
engaged in the confederacy. An hussar, whom tl|^^*\ 
£iiipetior had particularly honored by bis notice and <a^ "^ 
teBtion> always at night slept at his bed^room door, in the 
»)ti-room. , It was impossible to remove this faithful 
soldier by any fair means. At this momentous period* 
silence reigned throughout the palace, except where it 
was disturbed by the pacing of the centinels, or at a dis- 
tance by the murmurs of the Ne^, and only a few lights 
were to be seen distantly and irregularly gleaming 
through the windows of this dark colossal abode. In the 

dead of the night, Z and his friends, amcuniing to 

eight or nine persons, passed the draw-bridge, easily as- 
cefiyded the stair-case which led' to Paul's chamber, and 
met with no resistance till they reached the anti-room, 
when the faithful hussar, awakened by the noise, chal- 
lenged them, and presented his fusee : much as they 
i;nust have all adn\ired ihe brave fklelity of the guard, 
neither time nor circumstances would admit of an act of 
generosity, which .uciight have endangered the whole 
plan. Z  drew bis sabre and cut the poor fellow 
down. Paul, awakened by the noise, sprung from his 
sopha : at this nioment the whole party n^ushcd into his 
ropm : the unhappy Sovereign, anticipatin|;-their design, 
at first -endeavqrcd to entrench himself in the chairs and 
tables, then recovering himself, he assumed a high tone, 
told them they were his prisoners, and called upon 
them to surrender. Finding that they fixed their eyes 
steadily and fiercely upon him, and continued advancing 
towards him, he implored them to spare his life, de- 
clared his consent instantly to relinquish the sceptre, 
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tadtoiicoept oClto)iy-t6nn$ wMch they would <fetaatei 
In his ravk)g, h^ f^eeed to ms^ them pmcei^ tad to 
gbre them estate^ and titles^ and ocders^ wUtout €94. 
They new began to preas upon him, when he iraide a 
eonvutsive e&rt to teack the wiadaw : in tJieattemiit he 
fidledt and indeed s6 htgh was k from the groimd, f3iat 
had he ancceeded, the expedient would only haare pot a 
iBDte iostasktsneous penbd to his nusery« In ^e irffint he 
vtfy severely cut lua hand with the glass f and as they 
dn^ him bedihe<gix^iBeda chair^ wkk which he felted 
one i>f the aasaihiBSft, and a dgs p ewrte ' ce^iatance taok 
pkee So great was the noiae, tlu& notwithst!in<fo|^ ^le 
Boassy walla, and thick double fblding«dQpir% wrbich di«» 
^nded the apartments^ the Em^^resa wa3 disttirbedi and 
began to ct*y for help, when a voice whdspered in her ear^ 
and imperotiveiy told her to remain quiet, otherwise) if 
^e uttered another word, she shofckl be put to instant 
death. Whystthe Emperor was thus Inaking a la^t 
struggle,. the Prince Y - • struck him on oiife of his 
temples with his fist, and laid hinL upon the floor ; Paul^ 
recovering from t^ blaw, again hnpbored his life ; at 

ifiis moment the heart of P Z-—* relented, anct 

upon being observed to treinble and hesitate^ a youn^ 
liuinoverian resolutely exclaimed, ^ We have passed the 
Rubicon ^ if we spare his lifi^, be&>re the acst^g q£Xo^ 
morrow's sun, we shall be his vicUms !" upon which he 
took of his sash, turned it twice roun<} the nsdied neck 

of tiie Ennperor, and giving one end to Z> ' > and hold*^ 

iQg tlie other liimse!:^ they pulled for a considerable 
time with all their force, uiuit their miserable sovereign 
was no more ; they theh rttu^d from the palaee witho\^ 
the least molestation, and retun^rd to their respective 
homes. What occurred after their departure can be 
better conceited than depicted : medical aid wa& resort^ 
ed to, but in vain^ and upon the breatbl^easrbody of tha ] 
Emperor fell the tears of his widowed Empress, and 
children, and domeadcs; nor was genuine grief ever., 
more forcibly or feelingly displayed than by him, on 
whose brow this melancholy event had {Wanted the 
crown. So passed away this night of horror, and thus 
perished a Princey to vhom nature was scvereiy bounti* 



M. The acntencss and pong^iity 6f his fcelitt^ wa* 
ifiteompatiMe with happiness : imnattiral prejn^iice press- 
cd upofn the fibFe^ toe fineljr sprin, and »wap^>eti it. 

• 'Tis nofc 10 heads tiiAik artftt adie 8ti|ipos«i 

Man is a harp wlsose obowib elude the sight, 

'Each yielding harmony, dispos'd aright ; 

The screws reversed (a taik which if he please • 

God in a moment executes with ease},- 

Tea dioosand thotuand strings at once go ]oose> 

Lost* tiU he tune «heim all /their power and use. 

The sun shone upon a new order of things. At seA^en 
o'clock the intelligence of the demise of Paul spread 
through the capital. The interval of time from its first 
commumcalibn to its Effusion over every part of Peters- 
burg, \ras scafcely perceptible. At the parade Alexan- 
der presented himself |pn horseback) when the troops, 
"v^ith tears rolling dowii their rugiged and sun-browned 
faces, hsdled hiixl with loud ana cordial acclamation. 
iThe young Empemr was overwhelmed, and at the mo-* 
ment of mdUntfng the throne of the most extensive em» 
pire tinder heaven, he was seen to turn fronx the gran4 
£tfid affecting spectacle, and weep^ . . 

What followed . is of very subordinate consideration 5 
biit perhaps it Will be eagerly asked, to what extremity * 
^i the avenging arm of Justice pursue the perpeti'ators 
of the deed ? Mercy, the brightest jewel of every crown,' 
and a forlorii and melancholy conviction, that the reign- 
ing^ motive Was the salvation of the empire, prevented 
heir from beiiig vinclictive. Kever upon tlie theatre of. 
Kfe was there presented a scene of more afiecting magna- 
nimity ; decency, not revenge, governed the sacrifice. 
1* ^ ■• Z— - — - was ordered not tp approach the Imperial 
residence, and the governor of the city was trap^ieired^. 
to Riga. As ^oon as M^4anie Chevalier was informed 
of tfee d€smise of Y\^r Imperial patron, she prejpared, un- 
der the protection of her brother, a dancer, for filghti^ 
with a booty of nearly a naillion of rubles. A police of- 
, ficer was sent W inspect and report lipon her property : 
amongst a pile of valuable articles, he discovered a 

T 2 
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diamond cro9« of no great intriosic value, which had 
been given by Peter I. to a branch of the Imperial Fami* 
ly^ and on that account much esteemed; it is^as to re- 
cover this that the officer was sent, who obtained it, after 
the most iodecent and .tinpr incipled reatstaiice on her 
part.. Passports were th^i granted to - Madame GheYa* 
lier and her brother. Thus termiiiated tbi3 extraordiii^H 
ry and iippressive tragedy^ ' ^ 



CHAPTER XV. 

^ Jota Borktse WarrerU'^Tke PoUgnacS'^Th^ /kirmie^ 
The baneful tffecta €^- fiaedon^-^The En^ierofu^^.^ck*^ 
ftocket--'^ traveUer^8 memormtdio}U''A^Unfiugi&atie brtd^ 
9ersm*^Doctor Guiherie^^Vhit to the taurida fralace*^ 
The coio^al hcdto-^TTte 'winter g^rd0n9'^*^The hangtiet'---^ 
Prince Putemkii^^-Raw carrots-^Fiying gardenc-^^The 
hotiae of Charles XII^ at Bender /Uacovtred^ 

IT was impossible for an Englishman to visit Peters* 
burg when I did, without feeling a^justi^able national 
piide in finding his country represented by one of her 
most distingmshed naval heroes, who, to the frankness 
and sincerity so peculiar tothat chm^cter, unites the 
graceful attractions of the most courteous and. polished 
msmners. From the intrepid minister, and his elegit 
and enlightened lady, I e^xperienced that urbanity; asd 
attei|tion, which eminently distinguished thdlr* conduct^ 
and endeai'ed them to the RusMan' tJWirt and tll« thdr 
countrymen. The Ejnperor, in his private circles^ has. 
often extolled the nautical skill and un^^^nted vajor of 
Sir John Borlase Warreh, sokd. honoced him «with hia 
fiieddship. In no period of those political ston]^ which 
have so long shaket), and still continue to convulse, the 
continent of Europe, has the cabinet of Russia manifest- 
ed a more propitious and cordial dispo^tion ta the^ cauac 
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and interests of Great Britain, than during the diplo* 
loacy of the gallant Admiral.- 

The house of embassy, a noble mansion^ in the E^g* 
li^ line, was fitted up with great taste, and the hospi- 
tality which prevailed in it was truly Russian. The 
partks which assembled there were very^ select and 
agreeable; Amongst the most frequent irisitors I met 
the Due de Polignac and several of the members of that 
illustrious house, who, from the highest rank, and an in* 
fluence equal to that of their sovereign, have been cast 
into the regions of the northr by the terrible tomada of 
the French revolution, where, in the sensibility and mu- 
nificence of the Emperor, they have found protection. 

The noble fortitude of tl»e Polignacs, and particularly^ 
the heroic and affecting eloquence of one of the brothers 
befbn&the tribunal of Bonaparte, created at this period a , 
strong sensaticm in the public mind, attd in no part of 
the world more forc&ly than at Petersburg. In another 
age, when passion and prejodice shall repose in ^^the 
((. tomb of all the Capulets,'* the calm investigating his> 
torian may perhaps,- but in better language, describe 
their crime, as I have ever considered it, a conspiracy of 
Bonaparte against himself, to enable. him to assume the 
imperial purple. 

Sunday is always s^t Petersburg^ a day (^ great festivi*- 
ty, bi^ it only manifests itself after th^ houcs of devo- 
tion. On this day the parade is well worthy the travel- 
ler's notice : it commences at ten o'dock, in that great 
Eirea which lies between one side of the winter palace and 
the magni&cent crescent, which formerly constituted 
the palace of Ca^erine's in«st cherished favorite Lan- 
akoi ; the v^en amounted to four thousand, and present*^ 
ed a very noble and martial appearance ; their uniform . 
consisted of a round hat, with only a rim in front, and 
green feather, a short green coat« buttoned tight round 
the body, and white duck breeches cut very high) so that 
no waistcoat is necessary* The belly of the soldier is 
tightly. strapped in, for the purpose of giving an aitificial 
breadth to the chest. With an exception to the English 
and consular guards, I never saw finer mem ia my life, 
nof greater neatness in dress an^ person* ^ * The;; Emperor 
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catne from the p^ace, mo«mtedttp6n a bea^itifiA gn^ 
charger^ atteiidcii by two or three ©flffcers ; he "W^nrt aft 
aflBaaiAf^ \w^ cocked bat^ fasteBed Bndel* Mft dilft by a 
blak l«aCher strap, and buttoned to prevent the "wind 
from occarioAifig that accident, ftft whicfi a crud disci- 
plkiarian (Frederick the Great) once seref^ly Ifogged a 
poor Prustian soldier. The feat of hia dress was a 
ihort «oat <^ dwk oUve^greeft cokM> decorated %kh a 
tmall star and the cordon blue, white leather breeches, 
and high mitttary boots, with very k)Bg projec^ftg-spurs. 
Upon this occasion there is always a great concourse of 
the comnM>nalty, and a great muster of oflkers to pay^ 
<hefr respects to the Emperor, wh<i rode at an easy' canter 
^wn the line. As he passed I was much surprised to 
hear each company salute him 'with deep<»to«e4 veiees, 
Old highly gratified whert I was hifc^med that the salu- 
tation was, ** Good day tp our Emperbr.** The Words 
seemed to briiig down the haughty <^sdain of military 
discipline to its proper lev^> and td place the hearts of 
the Emperor and his brave soWiers iff <5ontact with^ach 
other. Upon his return he alighted and took hb statk)n 
in the centre, when the regiments passed the Emperor, 
who stood uncovered rfl the time^ in open order, the 
band playing and officers saluting. A^ the imperisl 
colors passed^ which time or war, or'both,- had reduced 
to a few shreds of silk, all the ofiieers and spectati>r9 bow- 
ed. As the last company was marching off thcground, 
a lane was formed to the pstece thi'ough th^ people, who 
gazed upon their young Emperor with ent^lusiastic de- 
light. The whole waa a' very interacting spectacle, for 
which by the bye I had nearly paid rather dearly. Thmk- 
ing, perhaps^ that 1 was far removed fterh die mmWe- 
. fingered disciples of Londofi, or what is saore likely, not- 
thinking about the matter, I carelessly carried tiiy pbckct- 
book to the parade : a commbn Russian had for Some time^ 
irappeared, watched me with a cat-like eye, and at the 
moment the Emperor passed liie, lie afected to relieve 
me from the pressure of the mob,ahd^at the sat^time 
»ra% endeavored to relieve me of my lettefr of credid, some 
ruble notes, and what I fear the critics wffl "vrish I never 
had recovered^ many of the memorandums €rtra which 
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IsimiKnr^vmtmg. AGersiaa TatetfbeicMiigihi^toftigfHi* 
tlcmaik who^as wistk mer instantlf jietz^d lam bf the 
throat ere his hand could l&jm jay pockety when he as 
speedily iidiiDqinsfaed hi& pref . The attempt wxs^fmide 
wilEh a> skUfiil kiuiwiedig^ of semng opimrtwaitUn^ \ff 
wh«:i) sosne £»lk& Ihecomc we»hky, o<jkers imptvMy anid 
(he dexteiityraad Itghtness^ df his finger woi^ ha;^ oiH 
tained a xnedal o£ fblcaiious . him«r In the academy of 
Baarrtogtoiii. However^ at I k>8t^w» pn^)crty by the fel*^ 
low, I ordeved tiie active. ser^oaDt to dbmiBa. b«» -$ and 
the terrified Rfusian* roshed rapidly froaa my isight) a3^ 
i«^ kntiathesorFoundiog' crowd. . , 

The Russian, is not natnrafiy addicted to thieving \ he 
is seldom seen in hostility to Ji&) in ocder to obtain the 
fehmioiia possession of imotber man's |»ppetty. A rare 
instance of what however may be committed in an ebid- 
liiicm of passion*, woccumed at the pr^ecEug parade. An 
officer, in canseqitence of very improper behavioi*, was 
pttt under nrrest ; in the bitterness of wounded pcide, he 
slew the -eentinel who was placed at>ht» chamber door : 
the Emperor, instead of doomog him to dfeath, ordered 
him to receive twenty-£ve strokes, of the knout, to be 
bfi9E^ed in-the forehead with vpr^ or rogue, and be aent 
to Siberia, 

As I was ^ulng the throng, two iellows, somewhat 
tiprsfr?. began to quarrel ; and, «flser abusing each other 
very violentlyas they w«^l^ed aloti^t t^y ait last pro- 
ceeded t^ blD^s« Ko'pi^^tic science was displayed: 
they Wght with the hand expanded, as awkwardly a$ 
AYOmen play at battledore at^ shoctlecock ; no desperate 
contusion ensued. A police officer soon appeared^ and, , 
taki^ out % cord Ipom his pocket, tded the combatants 
ba«kto,hockvand plackig them upon a droshka, gallop* 
pedthem off to the nearest aqa. The poMce-of Eng- 
1^4-Wcmlddo]0reil to^ct with the same spirit and |H^mp» 
titude towards those academic brukera, who, in the most 
dating manner, vidlate the public trsm^uyi^y, and bid 
de^nce to the authority of the law. 

A short .time before my ai-rlval, an affair, which in 
some decree illustrates the Riassian character, had crea- 
ted con^wfey^le interest, A gallant Englkh mejechant- 
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conceiving himself rudelf treated at the theatrie 1^ « 
Russian ofBcer, one of the Emperor's aid-du-caiBiiSy sent 
him a challenge. The officer declined the combat, and 
appealed to the Emperor,, which, according to the cus- 
tom of his country, he might do without a stain, upon 
his coumge. Those martial notions of honor, ifrluch 
reign so imperiously in England and France^ are.lnit lit^ 
tie known in Russia, where the feudal system, the : jncii'^ 
cial combat and its chivalrous .concomitants^.neyertqb' 
tained, and where the sword never fbrm9, and.nei»rlia» 
formed, a necessary appendage to the dress, of thepeo^ 
pie, which, till lately, has for ^ges been worn amongst 
their brethren in more southern latitudes^ 

It was with great pleasure that I availed myself of as 
introduction to the venerable Doctor Guthrie, physician 
to the Noble Land Cadet corps, a gentleman of the most 
amiable manners, a philosoplier, and well known to the 
world for his various scientific and literary productions^ 
and paiticularly for being the editor, as he has modestly 
announced himself, of the Letters of his deceased lady 
from the Crimea, whither she went, but in vain, in search 
of heahh. It is very generally believed, that tjie Doctor 
very largely contributed tpvthis able and beautiful work, 
which from fondness to the meniory of the departed, he 
is anxious should be considered as her owBe . 
I found the Doctor protected, by his philosophical know- 
ledge, from one of the most sultry days I ever experi- 
enced. He was in a little study built of wood, raised 
upon piles in a little meadow. Instead of his summer 
windows being open to admit the ^r, they were all clo- 
sed and fastened without ; his servant occasionally mois- 
tened the branches of the trees, that were suspended 
over the* building, with water from a gardenrengine ; and 
to prevent, as much as possil^,'" the adfoission of the 
flies, the entrance was through an outer door, and an 
inner one of gauze, and in the centre of the room stood 
s^ tub filled with ice ; by these means the Docjor, whilst 
every other person was languishing and panting with 
heat, enjoyed a cool and delightful atmosphere^ His col- 
lection of Siberian minerals, gems, and preciQtls stones 
(amongst whkh is a beautiful ribbond agate) from vaa- 



tdAi*. 15,] NORTHERN SUMMER. i2^ 

ouft |>arte of tiie Russian empire, an4 i variety of marind 
fowte from the Russian archipelago, are very curious and 
interesting; I here saW a finie specimen of the encou- 
stic, or wax-pai»ting, the art of which was discovered a 
few years t^cein Herculaneum, by a soldier accidental- 
ly holding a fianfibeau to an apparently naked wall, when 
the action of the heat created, to his astonishment, a 
beauti&I landscape, by reviving the encoustic color in 
which it had been painted; The Doctor also obligingly 
•hewed me an opera which was composed by the' late , 
Empress, in which, with great poetical spirit and genius, 
she has described the founding of Moscow, and the hab- 
its and customs of the Russians. The words of many 
of the songs were adapted to old Russ tunes, and others 
were «et to music by Sard. Of this Imperial production' 
only, four copies were ever printed ; as soon as they were 
struck off, the press, the types of which were made at' 
Paiisj was broken. Independent of his merited reputa- 
tion, the Doctor has two other reasons sufficient to make * 
any philosopher proud ^nd happy : he is the father of 
two lovely daughters ; the eldest is lady Gascoigne, who' 
to the charms of youth and beauty, unites the most ele- 
gant accomplishments and captivating manners. So 
high was report in her favor, and so little can she be 
knovni with impunity, that I felt a sullen satisfaction in 
learning that she was upon a visit to her friends in Scot- 
land whilst I was at Petersburg ; the other daughter is 
a lovely girl,- pursuing her studies in the Convent des 
Demoiselles. • 

On iaccount of his loilg and faithful services, the Doc^ 
tor was ennobled by Paul, who always retained a great 
partiality for him, even during the temporary disgust 
which he felt against his countrymen : he is honored with 
a hat and feathers, and the rank of a general. It is scarce- 
ly necessary for me to observe that> in a military govern- 
ment like Russia, military rank precedes every other: 

From Doctor Guthrie's cool philosophic shade, we 
pi'oceeded to the Tauiida palace, built by Catherine II., 
and given by her to her distinguished favorite Prince Po- 
temkin, tfpon whom she lavished unprecedented digni- 
ties and treasure. She bestowed upon him'tte name of 



3M NOHTHERN StTMMBIL IQnxt^iS. 



Uw Tun&m^ in lion^of U« cooqiwst of the Crimes^ md 
^led this bittldin^ after iufleu UfMiithiedfaiifao^tiK 
PriDce^ tbe Empmss {Mirdttsod it of hts family .fora ^nei 
wim. Tbefprand fn»)tofthkbididiii^ which is<»fbaac^ 
stuccoed wlHtC) is tow«rd» tii€ fltreet libadii^ ^o d»e C<m* 
¥eirt dea Qeneiatelios^ in tiie esst endof tiMB£it^.c<niist- 
ing of a ceBlre) adorned vnth a f>ailiGo^fi«i|>fkwrted by co« 
liam», and a large eupola of copper paimed gneem ^oid 
exten«.ve nxkigs. A variety of out^pffiess, otangraes^ 
and ii<^-^Quse8t fea<^ fnun the Itk mn^ to a pro^giottft 
difttfific^ : ift the front is a court^yard, da^ided fi;oai the 
street by a handsome railing. Thi^ extertar of this builds 
iog is very esBtesMive,^ but low ; toad although it Imis a 
princely appeavanoe, does not exdte the aatoBigAnii?!Tit 
that a (iitran^>er ieek in eBteiing it. Through die civility 
of o«r countryman^ Mr. GQi«ld> the £i]ipttor*s gavdiner^^ 
who enjoys a miuiificeiit salary^ and a baadsoxnc house 
on the west side of the gardens^ I wvis frecpLencly ens^iied 
to visit thia delightful plafce. The kiichea, froit, and 
pkasure^gardensy and hot-hoiises, oceupy a vast space of 
ground^ -which arc watered by several canals; over €»ie 
of them is thrown the celebrated modd of a flying cover* 
ed bridge of cme arch, which an obscure iUkerate R^ssias 
constructed} for the purpose of embracmg tbe two sidea 
of the Neva« opposite to the statue of Peto* the Orei^^ 
it is about seventy feet long, uyA is a woaderful display 
of mechanical ingenuity. This extrasordiiiary peasant 
has clearly elucidated the pracdcaiolity of such a meas* 
ure : the model is capable of bearing more -oompikrative 
weight than could ever pness upon the bddgeiliseif. The 
enormous expefise wt^h must attend such an undertak-* 
ing wit^ in aM probability) reserve it for a distant period. 
The ingenious ^tist received a handseone pension, from 
the late Empress, and the sa(^fsction of having dbspkyed 
with what extent of capacity, UBassasted Kature has.^^ft« 
ed the Russian mind. In this part of the grounds Cath* 
trine IL was in the habit of talung her moiiiiagpiome* 
ns^de wkh a m^e fiiend ; and m the evening attended by 
her court. 

The pteasure-groMnds are small, but .beautifully laid 
out by Mr. Could, who was a pupil of the celebrated 
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^i^ b^fe4»kte thk liUie fMkPOdtee^ which he created fpom 
a^epl^^'1^9 Hom^flMng^and «icckiit«^ the a4ituratiott 
^^mthgi^f^^ «iidi« tlie i4iMle ef whkh P^lemkii), Catiie- 
r^d^ %h« G^ettt, -aitd tMFO iBttcc«ie(^^ Etnperdrs of Rnssta^ 
Ka^«i^^M»HghtJtrs(ti<]i]$l^ Maui vt^Mc frbm tke;6{ypressive 

"j^ f^s^taiye E«l^i#h^M%i!rhi^lias realised a hai>K!^ 
«ome IbKWilie) th« ^f^Niit of ifHp^^I tnn^iiioetyce, ^ lot)^ 
services, k^e^d an Meg^ntt and iMft^ts^ale table, and is vi* 
si«^ k^f ptr^ioim of the irst res|9eet»bi}ity . The late uti- 
for««wate kitt^ of PcAand, diittag his i^i^nt^t or rather 
incarcfttafidti, i*i Petersburrg, #^ a i»elaftcholy pleasttr^ 
in i!i<jifti«g^ tht l^halrtfetn "of r©f aky, which mocked rather 
thiifi (ioiivoled him, m the palace of Sibeiian mayye, t» 
pGKir the »^$Fbf4D^s of hi« siRieted tinilnd into fhfe breast of 
Ike fifRtik, ^^tdial, and ingetitotts EBgiishman, iti this 
ab©^ of fi^vacy. 

The fffeaewrc-^uhds fere very elegantly disposed^ 
a»d, las ^re passed the ftttle green ps!li«ide which separates 
tfirem from the kitchen garden. We contemplated, with 
|*liea6wej the farotke seat of Gafthefine the Oeat th*t 
here-pi^esented itsetf : it was a long, taste^l garden sc^ 
phaof iron, interlaced, painted green, and stood under 
the tWhahxAes of an oalc. Ifere she tised to take her coffee ; 
and, upon this very jseat, she gave private and unrestrain- 
ed ttuifitenee te^ the lafte King of Sweden. I am enabled^ 
from indnbitabte authority, to state, th^ the age of <;::ath- 
crioe when she expired was seventy-five^ «athough threfe 
ye^rs arc taken from it fn the cadtendtif . 

As we descended a fittle slope from Cathenne's seat, 
we passed by two birch trees, revelled by ti>e-8uperstitiourt 
RHssial^,- on account of their having been, with « third 
of the same species, preserved, when the morass in which 
they grew was first converted into a gai*den, and the ve- 
getabfe patriarchs of the place : we were gravely toM 
that, when Paul died, the one which is missing perished 
from tstccsdve ^ensibiUty, - I never knew before, that na- 
ture had endued the birch with acute fedings : I remem- 
ber, at school, it was admitted, nem, ton, that it had th^ 
ix>wer.j>f e^mting them. » 

U 
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The first room we entered feom the garden^ wasi the 
^celebrated hail in which Prince Poterakin gave the most 
gorgeous and costly entertainment ever recorded smce 
the days of Roman voluptuouuiess : lam not able to 
communicate to my readers the ideas which this enor* 
mous room excited. If a pagan were to be transported 
into it in his sleep^ when he awoke he could not isak of 
thinking that he had undergone an apotheosis^ and had 
been conducted to the btoiqueting-room of Jupiter* It 
was built after the unassisted design.of Potenikiny uid 
untes, to a sublime c<»iception, all the graces of finished 
taste. This prodigious room is supported by dout^ 
rows of colossal doric pillars, opening on one side into a 
vast pavilion, composing the winter<^rden, which I saw 
prepared for the Emperor, who resides here for a short 
tim(B every year, just before I left Petersburg. Tins 
garden is very extensive : the trees, chiefly orange, of an 
enormous size, are sunk in the earth in their tubs, and are 
entirely covered with fine mould : the walks are gravel- 
led, wind and undulate in a very delightful manner, are 
neatly turfed, and lined with roses and other flowers i the 
whole of the pavilion is lighted by lofty windows : from 
the ceiling depend several tns^^nificent lustres of the 
richest cut glass. 

Here, whUst the polar winter is raging without, cover- 
ing the world in white, and hardening the earth to mar- 
ble ; when water tossed in the air di*ops down in ice ; 
may be seen the foliage, and inhaled the fragrance, of an 
Arabian grove, in the soft and benign climate of an' Ital- 
ian spring. The novelty and voluptuous luxuriance of 
this green refreshing spectacle, seen through a colonade 
of massy white pillars, and reduplicated by vast mirrors, 
is matchless. Between the columns, now no longer in- 
cumbered with boxes for spectators as they formerly 
were, are a great number of beautiful statues and colos- 
sal casts : the two celebrated vases of Carrara marble, 
the largest in the world, occupy the centre of the room 
leading to the winter-garden. The Dying Gladiator, 
Cupid and Psyce, a recumbent Hermaphrodite, and 
piany other exquisite productions of the chisel, aflbrd 
ample gi^atification to the man of taste. Amongst the 
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btiB^ is that of the Right Honorable Charles James 
£oK) by Nollekens ; an admirable likeness of that dis- 
tingukhed orator. Paul^ during his temporary aversion 
to the Englidi> ordered this bust into the eeltar : wheth**^ 
er he intended that his spleen should carry the marks of 
some humory- 1 loiow not.. His august successor re- 
moved it from: the region of the Tuscan juice, and the 
d^ths of du*kness, and ordered it to occupy its present 
Nation, where by the side of Grecian and Roman virtue^ 
t^ sun of heaven shines full upon it. Opposite to the^ 
winter^^rd^ is a beautiful saloon^ divided from the hall 
only by the colonnade, vrhich is filled with rare antlquee} 
principally busts. Amongst them a head of Achilles, and 
a sniall Stknus, are justly regarded as the most precious. 
Duting the darkened hours of Paul, he converted this 
palace into a-ganison ; smd the hall, pavilion, and saloon^ 
iato a riding*schocH for his troops ! 

The rest of the rooms, which are upon the ground 
floor, have been elegantly but very simpiy fitted up by 
the present Emperor, and all their gorgeous hangings, 
furniture^ and decorations, have been removed and de*> 
posited in magazines. In one of the rooms there is a set 
of superb lustres^ every drop of glass in which may be 
set in motion by clock-work, concealed in the centre, 
when it presents the appearance of a little cascade. The 
then^ti^ which has been much reduced, is still spacious 
and very handsome. 

It may not be uninteresting to give a very brief des- 
cription of the entertainment which I have, before al- 
luded to, as I received it from Mr. Gould, who con- 
tributed his talents to augment the rich variety of that 
reaplendent festival : Soon after Prince Potemkin's re- 
t^im from the conquest of Ciim Tartary, under the in- 
fluence of a gloomy prepossession that it would be the 
last time that he should have it in his power to pay due 
honor to his imperial benefactress, he resolved upon 
giving a banquet, which, in modern Europe and Asia, 
should have no parallel. What the expenses attending 
it amounted to, were- never known, but they must have 
been prodigious. For several months previous to the 
gala, the most distinguished artists were invited from 
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distant counjtries to aanst in iti conciliation. Tt^ fF!^ 
QutHne was deslgnecl by the Prince^ and so yai&us' as 
\yeil as vast were the. parts» that not one d the assis^u 
GouAd form any previous idea of the whc^e of it. In die 
general bustle of preparation! the IbUowtng anecdqte, 
that proves the natural taste of Potemhiiji's vaini is re-* 
lated: He had ordered a statue of Catherine tobefomi' 
ed of alabaster, which he intended should be raised upon 
a pedestal, in a temple of preciotts stones, in the winter- 
S;arden ; for the motto upon its entablature he wrote : 
.^' To the mother of my Country, and to i»^ the mo$t 
< gracious.'^ In his design, the artist had extended, the 
biuMl and elevated the seeptrey in the formal style c^ our 
Queen Anne's appearaace in wax«w^k : the critical 
eye of this Prince> although he has been termed, 9S3^ la 
siome instances justly^ a is^nctid barbaidm) in a noo* 
ment perceived the deficiency of grace in the atthudo^r 
md ordered the sceptre to be inclined : Ac artist retifed 
to another room in chagrin, and exchanwd, << This gteat 
<< savage has more taste than i have, who hav# beeft 
^^ brought up in the lap of the Arts." Upon givin^^ 
another directk>n t^e artist staire4 ^d remom^rated up- 
an the enormous smm which it woidd cost : ^* What i 
« Sir," said Potemki% ** do fM affect tolinoir the depth 
^< of my treasury ? Be assured it a^^tnds in no nee^d o£ 
^^ your sensilnlity/' A^r whkh his carders were obeyed 
without any reference to expenditure. 

Kothing coul^d exceed the p^lic sensation which Hils 
fete excited. At length the evening arrived when tte 
Prince was to appear in all Ins noixtp and glosy, before 
his fond and adored sovereign. The watts <^ these 
sptendid apartments were most richly and beaudlally 
illuminated, and deeorated with various exquisite thma- 
p€u*encies ; and the stairs, hally |KveAne% abd sides of the 
rooms were fined with oficeitsof jSlaler altaehed to; the 
household of the Prince, and servants, in the most costly 
dresses, and magnificent liveries. The ordiestra ex- 
ceeded six hundred vocal ^»ad instrumentalr mnsidans, 
and announced the entrasice of the Empress and her 
court, riishly attired, by a grand overture and chorus, 
which reverbcr^ed through the col£ii^i¥ade& and saloons. 
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Potemkirt fcondticted Ms Tttipetial tisltbi' to ati eletatfeA 
chaif glittering with gold and diamonds : midway be- 
tween the tohimhs Vfef e boxes gilt T^rith pale gold, and 
fttied witli gfeen sJfk, filled Vrith spectators in gala 
dl-esses. Thfe ffestftih^ comfnfenced with a daiice ot 
yotiths ejf both seies, habited ifi ^hite, and cbvef ed with 
ptttrls^d jtt^els, at the head of trh«m wete the f^resent 

femperof afid the Gt^tid dtikfe CoftStalilihe his bl^Otlitf. 

After the d^te, and the fftbtt eosdy fefreshmentji, th6 
fafty t^p^fed to the theatue, at the othfei- end 6f tlie 
pahicfe, whefe an ocCasitnsd pleca, fcothposed in honor of 
the Emiitesg, tms perfof ffied, iti which all the powei's oF 
feiflging, acting, dnndng, dffesS, scenery, ahd decorations, 
Wek display ea.' UpTJh the eoiiciusion of the drama, th« 
audience rose, and as if. impelled by magic, the benches, 
touched by springs, moved and ibrmed Into tables and 
little seats, tchich were almost instantaneously covered 
Hrfth the richest viands, served up in gold ahd silver. 
The curtain again ros"6, a^hd (fiScOvered a hall of mirrorft> 
TfOili Which descended gtotSulur lustres of crystal, ahd a 
table appeared covered with th<g rarity of almost every 
tegltfn, sptenAdiy ser^r6d in gold ; and at the htad, up- 
titk a tlii*one gilded arid yittefing \vith prfecious stone*, 
sat the Empress SilrrOunded by her court, the most 
brilliant In Europe. Such were the arrangements iu 
this plac^, that eV^i*y ohe fcoidd see and be seen. In the 
colossal haU vf ferfe spread tables filled with delicacies and 
the most cOStiy wines, and at the head of it was a pro- 
digious maSsy clsterh of solid Sliver, containing sterlet- 
^o\ip. Which, is Said alOhe to have cost ten thousand 
f UblfeS. fiuting this splendid repast, in every room the 
roft^St music was hfeafd, which rather enlivened than rc>-. 
Btraihed the ciirrent df conversation. Universal deco-r 
f Um ahd hilarity prevaiied \ ev^ry '^ah was anticipated, 
t^tfy Sfense Svas gratified. 

*tht banquet Was followed by a succession otmagnifi- 
C6ht exhibitions, ahd the Empress did nOt retire till mid- 
liigjlit. As she proceeded to her carriage, it was observed 
that sha af^peared much affeded by tlie homage Which 
had been paid to her, encreased, perhaps, by the tender 
remembrance of departed hours ; and as she turned t% 

U3 
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bid the Prince adieu, she could scarcely support bcrsfelf » 
at this touchinf^ moment, Potemkin fell upon his kneeS) 
and covered her hand y>ith his tears and kisses : it was 
destined that he should never more beliold her undc;^ 
that roof, and his mind seemed to be fully possessed of 
the idea. A short time afterwards, as he was proceeding 
from Yassy to Nicolaief> he was seized with a violent 
cholic, which it is supposed was produced by his jsingu- 
lar iiTegularities ; he alighted fix>m his travelling car« 
riage, supported by his nieces, with difficulty reached a 
bank on the ude of the road and eicpired in their arms. 
His remains were interred with magnificent honors ^ at 
Cherson, on the banks of the Dnieper, and a splendid 
mausoleum was raised to his memory by the. oorder of 
her Czarian majesty. 

The dislike which Paul ever bore towards Potemkin, 
principally on account of his being the favorite of his 
imperial mother, induced the Emperor during the dread-^ 
ful subversion of his mind, to order the body .of the 
Piince to be raised and exposed, and the mausoieui^ de-i^ 
atroyed, A lady whom I met, and who was obliged^ 
during this fearful period, to take refuge in the Criniea, 
beheldTlbe ruins of the tomb, and the remains of the 
Prince 'exposed to th.e birds of the air.. 

■To what trifles . do many persons owe their eleva-. 
tion ; Potemkin was indebt^ for h)s honors «nd for« 
tunes to u/eather. In the revolution which gave the late 
Empress sole, possession of the tlirone, sUe appeared 
at the head of the Ismailof guards, wheu Potemkin, a 
young officer xn the cavalry, perceiving that she had no 
feather in her hat, as she appeared on that numientoua 
occasion en mUitaircy rode up to her and preaent;ed bis^ 
This extraordinary man expexienced, in early life, a dis** 
appointment of thq^^eart, which so frequently forces Uie 
mmd out of Its proper sphere, and unsettles it for everV 
Potemkin rushed into the field of battle, and in search of 
death obtained glory* The duel fair one still rejected 
Jliim, notwithstanding his sears and honors, became vio-^ 
lently smitten with an ugly cdd man^ whom she mftr-» 
lied, and hated for ever after,. 
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Poteiiikin very frequently refosed to pay his trades- 
toxn : it is said that a very celebrated French veterinary 
profe&sor went from Vienna to Petersburg, for the pur- 
pose of curing a beautifvl charger^ that had been pre- 
sented to the Prince by the Emperor Joseph II. 9 and 
, which was so ill that the medical world of Petereburg 
bad given it over. The Professor built a stable for the 
apimal upon a particular construction, and after the most 
incessant attention succeeded in restoring it to health. 
When the horse-doctor waited upon Potemkin with 
the joyful news, and expected to be profusely paid for 
jthe heavy sums of money which he had expended, and 
lor his time and skill, he was forbidden the sight of the 
Prince, never could see him afterwardst and never was 
paid : yet notwithstanding these occasional acts of avari-« 
dbus dishonesty, and although his property was estima-^ 
ted at ninemillions of rubles in cash, forty-five thousand 
peasants, besides two pensions, one of seventy-five thou- 
sand rubles, and another of thirty thousand rul4^s, for 
his tsd)le, such was his prodigality that he was frequently 
embarrassed. In winter he used to wear a muff of the 
value of one thousand pounds. • 

In one of the Prince's joumies to the Crtni^a, Mr. 
Gould attended him, being at that time his head garden-^ 
er, and was preceded by several hundred assistants* 
Whenever the Prince halted, if it were only for a dayj^ 
he found his travelling pavilion raised, and surrounded 
by a garden in the English taste, composed of trees and 
sihrubs, raised, and carried forward as the cavalcade pro-^ 
fxeded, and diidded by gravel walks. Yet, strange to 
relate, amidst this Astatic pomp, whilst the subordinate 
attendants &red upon every dainty that wealth could 
purchase, the poor Englishman, whenever the Prince 
'requested him to trayel in his carriage, ^hich frequently 
occurred, was obliged to put up with the most homely 
fare, which Potemkin, always irregular and eccentric, 
generally preferred. At a sumptuous entertainment^ 
where every rarity of epicurism invited the appetite, 
the Prince has beoi known to. order a raw carrot, or tur-« 
nip, and to dine upon iu 



tftiuttrdtrte the ftflowinc; Bttle a^ecdolC) Aftd th^n I 
hfttedone with P<j(ietiildtt., Oftfeday, in ttie ct>urst of 
their joumef, ttiey halted at Bendef $ te Be^Mrabia^ 
trhtffc, whilst the Pfliite Was alone at diftncr, Mf'. (J. 
fambkd about the neighbortiood, fbf the pttfpo«fc of 
discovertng the scHej or i^mains, bt At hoifse of 
ChfaHcs Xll. of Sweden, In which, on the twelfth of J*eb» 
f^iaryj ins, h* and a few foftewert macBy bade deftaticc 
to the whole Ottoman artny, after having be<*n repeatedly 
Und earnedtiy entreated to leave the dominions of the 
GfahdTtirk. After a diligent search, with the a^sht* 
aittce of some of the natives, the English gardener dia- 
fc<yf eitfd the mins which the eccentric spirit of Ae Swe^ 
dl^ Khig had rendered so interesting, aiid cXiiWftgly 
retirttied to tlie Prtnc€ with the intelligence*, wlio ^xk 
elslined with Ebcral joy, « the Eftgllsft fiscover etery 
^ thing,** Immediately pfroceeded to it j and, rfter rt- 
gftr^g its rtrm^s with a tety lively sensation, orttered 
the hottse to be repaJredj and partly reimih, ami a gar- 
dert to be constructed rotknd it, Which, weft atcordftng!y 
iott^ as a fnomnfitnt of IM fespeet Ibr t^e tt^(|ttt!tyr of 
Narva. . " 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

MngfUh ground m Ruatm^'^Veaional bctht^-^^ new #i*<r/-— 

Hov CT»9tcm$ vQrff^-»»*4 panaeeO'^Viiit to the Entfierar^* 

,grefUe9t /kvorite^'^mA recipe Jbr revolutionUt»*-~Witd 

dog9»'^The niarbU chtrrch unxi pmeqidnadff^mmAcademy of 

. art~^»A traveUer^s civi&zing idea-^^-^i row to Katntnenoi 

. O^rtijf-'^DeUcacy and grtitude^-^ravery and genero$^ 
istf of Guetamu III, to hu bat^eman^^sdn elegant and 

I grtaefid compUmentm^^dtuesian naait^^ItM ejfeet ufton 

^ Italian earf aad c^am'-'^oreet on- fire* 

DURING mj stay at Peiertbwgy I paid tftveral viiof » 
. to the coutttr J lM>uaei af the English mercbams on 
the Peterhoff road, where they live in great ekgttftce.' 
Xdl the gtrdeoB of one of them, 1 trod with delight upon 
British gnmad : an ardent lore for hk country had indu* 
ced the hosjatable owner, at a great expenfie, to hiinof a 
quality of Ea^ttsh baUast from British ahip« to corer 
^ waiks with. ILverf garden is furnished with krge 
swings^ capable of holding two persons stat>d^ng ^xA one 
between^ sktiDg^ Of this dirersion the Russians are 
very fond. As I was rot ing in my friend's grounds I 
heM^ the cry of some hounds iii an adjoining kennel^ 
belongiog to a RiMskm nobkiiian : the nobilky are very 
foiid of the sports of the field. The gentlemen of the 
Eng&sh factory hate a regular pack smd i^poning estab^ 
lisbment at Gamlla. Hating assumed a tolerable shftb- 
l>y dretfSr w^ dilftciih thing fbr a traveller at arf^y time to 
cofnfisand, Ibr the purpose of qualifying ouraeltes for 
the approaching ^cene) and to prevent the sospicion of 
in^yropef mMives ; wr proceeded to thtf gti^ national 
bath 6n a Satuni^yt which scenes- to b€ a purifying day 
every where. 

i Alt^r pcxssAng over a t^^a^^ woodhm path, by the side 
isH a Itong wooden wall, A^e halted at a hoiHe buik of ih* 
aatne materiuis whi^h foitned the gratid entrance. 
Here, tipoft pt\ylng five copecs a-piece, from a hole in & 
dark shed, of raa^idne of birch rods with the leaves on, 
a hand |H>iied out one of thena to each of u»/ which wa 
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took) without at the time ksowing for what purpose thef 
were to be used. Oai'the entrance on each aide were 
stalls of black bread, little pies, quass, and liqueurs. In 
the first court we beheld men and women indiscriminMelf 
mingled together, in a state similar to that which prece* 
ded the shghtest notion of breeches and watstcoats. 
They were arranged like so many hounds in a dog-ken" 
nd, upon benches tier above tier, where they were 
wringing their beards and combing and plating their 
hair. In tlie middle of the yard was a jet d'eau playing 
into a great wooden cistern ; as the bathers came. out. of 
the yapor-room, redand reeking with heat, they ran to 
this tank, and filling a bucket with cold water, raised it, 
and threw it over their heads. When these baths are 
near a river they plunge into it, and in the winter toll 
themselves in the snow. 

. I opened the door of the vapor-room, in which I could 
not continue above a minute, and in that time a profuse 
perspiration came over me« The room was capacious,- 
women and men were piled one above another amphithe- 
atricajly ; the vapor which filled the room, and gjave it 
the atmosphere of a digester, was produced from water 
being thrown upon a great number of heated stones^ 
spme of them red hot. In this place, to assist the cause 
of perspiration and washing, they exchange the little 
tender and delicate offices of flogging, soaping, and rub- 
bing each other down. The Russians in this, as. well as 
many other customs, bear a strong analogy to the Gre- 
cians. These scenes, such is the efiect of habit, are 
seldom productive of libertinism, even amongst the na- 
tives ; to every foreigner they cannot fail to be offensive 
and repulsive. If a painter wishes to delineate . a Ve- 
nus, or even any part of the figure, let him not go to a 
Russian bath for a model. My curiosity was soon satis- 
fied, I visited no other part of the building, and right 
glad was I to quit this disgusting scene. These baths, 
however, which are to be found in every village, prove 
that the Russians are naturally clean. After these ablu- 
tions, clean shirts and shifts ai'e put on for Sunday. 

It is highly interesting to observe how nations differ 
from each other in theh* customs^ ai|d,how frequently 
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they reverse them. As we are upon.the subject of bath- 
ing, I cannot help mentionuig tha^, as I was walking 
with some English ladies in the Summer Gardens one 
evening, I saw about sixty men and wonien enjoying 
themselves in a small canal which runs from the Neva 
to the Michaeleski palace. Public as this spectacle was, 
there seemed to be the most perfect innocence amongst 
all the parties. One man was very desirous that I should 
see how well his wife could swim ; and a Polish servant 
in waiting said, with great naivete, to one of our Eng- 
lish ladies, (a very amiable and sensible woman, in whose 
service he was,) " Madam, there is a fine seat there," 
pointing to one upon the side of the water, " w^here 
*« you can have an excellent view, arid see the manner m 
" which the Russians swim." Their manner is some-, 
what curious ; they swim as if a dog had taught them. 
As I was one day walking by the side of the canal which 
runs before the Opera-house, I saw two young, and I 
think I may 2idd^ modest women, seeking shelter from 
the sun in the limpid stream. The forms of these Musi- 
• doras did more honor to their sex, than any which I had 
before seen. 

The Russians beat all the doctors hollow. They have 
one simple (I know not if certain) cure for every de- 
scription of disease, viz. two glases of brandy, a scourg- 
ing and soaping in the vapor-bath, and a roll in the Ne- 
va, or snow. 

The smile of the sovereign has an universal iiifluenc e ; 
if you are well at court, it is well with you every where. 
Impressed with this truth, I resolved to visit the great- 
est favorite of his Imperial Majesty. As his sagacity 
was extraordinary ^ as he paid no consideration to ex- 
tferior him)ielf, nor minded it in others ; and, moreover, 
as his residence was in the neighborhood of the bath, I 
made up my mind to avail myself of his liberal notions, 
and seek an audience without returning to my hotel, a 
distance of three miles at least to change my dress. Al- 
though, with re$pect to the appearance of his vidtors, 
he was very accommodating, yet I found him, like all 
courtiers, inaccessible without a bribe ; and accordingly, 
the honor of being inti«duced to hiiji cost me something, 
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Hia'uteleM now to mjr ^vhni. Wu it not iiB^ular? 
Upon entering his npartmuaitf wktch was fsry iof^f ^ I 
£6vnd fa&n betvUy ironed by one Iqg, lad fi^idiK^ yet^ 
strange as this appeared^ I was rqi^ced to fiftd, Hc^liift 
dbaracter stands Tery lu^^ that he w9b not Id diagtooe. 
Tbe penoRage I am speaking of was his Majetty'ii eie* 
phanty wbo was at least eieren feet high^ ani^i&s ^ia Iioi'- 
peiial master, majestic^ yetgraciotn ; and tboQi^h fbaiv 
fuHy armed with power^ raost disci«et and gende in its 
use. His estafaiidiraent consisted pf a &itfaftti Pernan, 
who receWed and repaid his affections. 

In the groiund behind the elephant*^ apartmenty we 
saw some Calmuc sheep grazing^ ^sling^ishabfe fhMlk 
the same species of animals in odier countiica, try a wst 
bag of hard &t wliich grows from the rump. As I was 
returning from his elephantic majesty, a firkfid of m^ie 
pouitod to a Russian who was crossing a bridge, and in* 
formed me thst some years since he was one of t^ lead' 
iiig characters of a sect, whose tenets extendi eternal 
rewards of happiness to those who, crosskig the great 
design of God in creating man, deprived • themselves of 
the possibility of becoming the fathers of families: agidnst 
the spreading feihadcism of these monstrous vi^onaries, 
which aimed at the radicd extinction of society, Cathe«-- 
rine li. directed a prompt and decisive blow ; ^se of 
its wretched and deluded fbliowers who are l»iown, are 
branded, wherever they appear, with public -deiMon. 
Catherine put down a sect still more formidabls, i^d by 
the following whimsieally wise mc^mer, saived her people 
from die bcuaeiui comtagion of French principles. Du- 
ring that revolution, which portended ruin to all the sa- 
cred establishments of all nations^ when in England l^tt 
trampled out tiie brightening embers^ and saved his 
country from the devouHng flames, a group of tnischie* 
Tous emissmes from Frimce anived at Petersburg, and 
began, in whispers amongst the mob, to jfersuaoe the 
poor droshka driver, and the ambulatory vender of honey 
quass, that thrones were only to be considered as stpolp, 
and that they had as much right to sit upon one g^ them 
as their Empress: Catherine, concealing her real ap- 
prehensions, aviuled herself of the powers with which 
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she was clothed) without shed£nf a drop of blood.- She 
luiewndicule to be. In able hands, a powerful weapon, 
and resolved to wiejld it upon the present occasion. 
One evening the pofice officers were ordered to seize all 
these itiuminated apostles of liberty, and bear them away 
to the lunatic asylum, where the Empress had directed 
that their heads should be shaved and Mistered, and 
their bodies well scoured by aperient medicines,^and kept 
on meagre diet ; this regimen was continued for ' four- 
teen dayS) when their confinement terminated. The cbm- 
mon Rusaans had heard of their fate, and really believ- 
ing that they had been ins^e, neglected and deserted 
them upon . their re-appearahce in the city ^th shorn 
heads, hollow eyes, and sunk cheeks', and all the strik- 
ing indications of a recently bewildered mind. If this 
mild and ingenious project had failed, Catherine would 
have let loose all the energy of power, -and for this pur- 
pose she rapidly xaused to be built that vast edifice, now 
used for the marine harracks, which she destined for a 
state prison. 

The transition from revolutionists to wild dogs is very 
siniple and natural. About three versts on the leil hand 
side of* the Zarsko Zello road, is a wood infested with 
these animals. To this place dead horses, and all the 
^ank garbage of the city, which a Russian stomach can- 
not relish, are carried. These dogs never aim at firoec' 
lytism^ and are never seen beyond the boundaries of their 
thicket. ^ , 

Haying throi«p aside our bathing dresses, we went to 
the palace of Saint Michael, where, as I have related, the 
last Emperor perished. As Paul had elipressed so much 
aversion to the imperial mans^ns in which his mother 
delighted, I felt a curiosity minutely to examine a palace 
of his own creation. In addition to what has been Ijefore 
observed, the whole of this enormous pile was built by 
an Italian^ of red Dutch brick, which at a distance has an 
animating appearance, upon. a basement of hewn granite, 
that resembles a foundation of rock. The grand entmncc 
from th6 great perspective through the riding-room and 
offices, is very handsome . Upon the architrave is written 
in Russ characters, as it was translated (o me, the folio w- 

•W 
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ing ^gular motto : ^ Ms^jr my house endui^ fike the 
•* I-ipixJ*^''* Tli^ Rus^ans observe^ \nth their accustom- 
fi 8uperstition> that t^e number of letters of thi^ltiscrip- 
tipii correspond wiA the number of Paul's ye^i^'a^d^at 

• out of them an anagram may be composted, denoting diat 
ie whp raised the building would perish by a vident 
death. *ftie interior is vast, but very gloomy. The chmn- 
h^n which Were shewn were stripped of their furniture 
and all their moveable decorations, which are k>dg<!d in 
the cabinet of jewels, but the ornaments which remained 
exhibited a style of costly magnificence ; tht doors, some 
of which Were of various-colored glass, and richly gilded, 
were uncommonly superb. We saw the room iji which 
the unfortunate Sovereign ^ri&hed, and his private stair- 
case before mentioned. All the rooms, except t!hoBe 

. which were used for state, are occupied by person^ be- 
longing t4) the court; amongst others Mr. Cameronvthe 

.imperial architect, has a superb state of apartm^tsj those 
which were fofnierly occupied by the present "Emperor 

. -jWid Empress before they ascended the throne : in One of 
which is a fire-place which had been encinisted with jew- 
els./ Tdtlie taste Mid .gemus of this* gentlemstfi, Russia 
IS indebted for tnahy of her beati'dfuf larchitettural ob- 



From the Jppiace of St. MfecKiiel, ;^e went, by & spedal 
appointmeiit and permission, obtained after much trouble, 
to the Academy bf Arts, and ih bur way i^topped at ^e 
marble church of St. Isaac, which was erected, but not 
finished, by the late Empress ;* it is eiMrely built of Si- 
berian marble, porphyry, and jasper, atanintimen&fexost, 
has A vast copper dome gildedr, and i^ the most magnifi- 
cent place of worship in Petersburg ; yet, after all, it has 
a very sombre appearance without. 

The late Emperor, disgusted, as'l have already ex- 
plained, with every thing which had engaged the care 
^niiregard of his Imperial mother, raised in ridlctile a 
little tower of brick, covered with a small dome, on the 
west side of this temple. During th^ calamitous state 
of lu^ mind, ^in indiscreet wag affixed to the door of the 
church the following pasquinade, ih Rtis9 terser : *** To 
Paul the First, Emperor, &c/' 
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^ la. merbU should thy ntothex's mcm'tj shines 
lii|)erishable brkk ^tidpl(u90' thine.'' 

iThe writer, paid dearly for his wit \ lie \^a8 discdVifet^c^ 
knoutodt-had his nostrils torn>, and was sent to Siberitf. 
.U]Km the accession of the present Emperor, appUcatioh 
was made by bis friends for his release^ which was gran- 
ted« and a miserable mutilated wreth was restored td 
iJbose vjiQ could with difficulty recognize him. 

the interior of this buildilDg is truly maghlficehl;, be* 
ing entirely coifuposed of the most precious Siberian 
marine. Near the. altar was an elegant pulpit, the only 
€me that I saw i^ any of the Greek churches : it was 
built by the orders of the late Empress, who waS desii** 
ous af enlightening her people vol their ^th by devotion* 
al disoaurses* 

. The Academy ofArts isan ebbrmoulft pile of quad- 
rangular brick building, in the Vas^Ii-Ostroff. in the 
council-room we were shewn a beauti&l goldeft medsd 
of the head of Paul by the present Empress dowager, 
wiuch at once prores the taste of her mind« and the pow« 
erful affections oi her heart. In the hall of statues were 
» great number of fine casts from the antique^ particu* 
jarly a beautiful one of the Belvidere Apollo : the ori- 
ginal, in the Imperial Museum at Paris^ afforded me th0 
|rEeatest delight I ever experienced in contemplating any 
w<»:k of art, and which I greatly preferred to the Lao- 
£»on« Amongst the pictures was a perfect and pfecious 
.piece gf painting, in fresco, from Herculaneum. 
As we passe^lltirough a suite of rooms. In which the 
youngest class of students, from the age of eight or nine 
yearsy were drawing (all of whom, as well as the rest of 
thf?. pupils, are clothed, educated and maintained, at the 
expense of the crpwn), we saw some promising Works 
of art > but, strange to relate, they were principally con- 
fined to the younger artists : the tree looks healthy to- 
war^ the ropts, but weakens as it spreads. I could not 
help Observing, that most of the^ adult students were oc- 
^pied in psonting whole and half length likenesses of 
^he Empc)^^) In bis regimentals, instead of attending to 
tbeworkS|i>f tb^ sa:icient maiterS) several of whose pro- 
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ductiohs adom their galleries. The Almighty Disposei* 
of the Universe has hmiteid nations, as well as individuals>* 
to their proper share of his beneficence. Whilst he has 
determined that the vine of the Tyrol shall nevcF bend 
with it^ luscious grape upon the shores of the Frbzen* 
Sea, he seems to have allotted a 'more benige region to 
•Painting, aiid to have precluded her from wandering fai*; 
in the north. To the Russian that god has been bounti- 
ful :^.but Russia has liever yet s€nt an illustrious paintet* 
into the world ;-^it may be too confident to say she never* 
will. 

In the hall of architecture were some exquisite mo- 
dels : many in cork of Roman ruins ; the principaT 
were a prodigious one of St. Peter's at Rome, Which en^ 
tirely filled a large ropin ; its dimensions admitted two 
of us to stand under its dome,, and another of the kazan. 
In the hall of statuary we saw several Students at their 
occupations, who displayed considerable ability : therd 
were here some beautiful casts, from Canovre's statues^ 
iTiany of which are in Prince Usupoff's gallery. The 
adjoining rooms to^ this werfe for the accommodation of 
the engravers and medallists. ' 

The late Ernpress lavished enormous sunis upon this 
institution, wliich, if it does not ultimately reach the per- 
fection of similar establishments.in more genial climates, 
will at least have the merit of having made sonJe advance- 
ments. After the pi-ofuse magnificence of Catherine, 
and the thoughtless waste of the imperial treasure du- 
ring the short reign of his disastrous pre^cess6lr, Alex- 
ander has most judiciously cbnfihed himSPto'a cautious 
and scrupulous expenditure. Russia ia unquestionably 
much indebted to the genius and' spirit of the late Em- 
press ; but it was impossible that extended civilization 
could be the fruits of her costly culture. In falsing mag- 
nificent palaces, she raised so many monuments to her 
memory, which at first surprised the common Russian, 
but Tiewtr informed him ; and, in doing so, she too triucK 
neglected the cottage. If I dare intimate the spot where, 
in such a country, the spirit of civilization should com- 
mence her operatians, I would point to the hoj-el of fell- 
ed trees, where the smoke issues through the^Bffne hblft 

t 
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"Vhipji $idin}t9 the Kght : ameliorate the domestic economy 
aJ^riKfe and abject natiire, ThJce care of the /leasanfry : 
the* higher classes are pretty nearly the same all iover the 
MTorld. The reverse of this plan will ever present the 
liideous spectacle of a voluptuous and yicious noblUty, an4' 
gf sf people corrupt before they are reftned ; or, in the 
fopgW^c of a shrewd observer of mankind, " rotten ere 
•< they ^re ripe.'* As £ar as yny oljservation and iafor- 
matioD e^tendedi I should conceivp that the civilization 
of Russia would be rapidly promoted, after the rernovsd 
of that i^o^t frightful and powerful of all checks, slavery^ 
by improving the farms, by establishing colleges for the 
education of those \yho are destined t6 the priesthood, 
by reducing the number of holidays, by Instituting re- 
wards for menial integrity at the end of a given period, 
and by preventing parents from betrothing their female 
childripn before the ^e of consent, and cpntrary to their 
will. ' / 

The day when we visited the palaces before described 
being reniarkably fine, Captain Elphinstoiie, of the Rus- 
sian navy, proposed ^ visit by water in his barge to 
Kammenoi Ostroff, a little seat, and the favorite resi- 
dence of the pmperor^ c^out seven versts from the .city. 
The bargemen were very fine fellows, clean .shaved, an4 
dressed in clean shirty. A? we rowed round the island* 
formed by the Petrovjts^, branching from tlie Neva, my 
gallant friend gratified me, by relating the following an- 
ecdote of tlie delicaqiy and fortitude of Catherine's mind. 
After U^|^4£le b^ween the Russian and Swedish fleets 
off Cronstad^Jpi'May 1790, Captain Elphinstone, then^ 
% very youhg"lf^tenant, wa? dispatched by his uncle, 
Admiral Creuse, to Catherine, who was at that tirn§ at 
the palace of Zarsko Zello, with an account of the suc- 
cessful manoeuvres of her fleet. For four days and 
nights preceding the Empress hc^d taken lio rest, and 
but little refreshment, the greater part of which time 
shp hfid passed upon the beautiful terrace near the bathji 
of porphyry ; listening, witfe the greatest anxiety/ to the 
distant tliunder of the cannon, which was so tremendous, 
that several windows in Petersburg were broken by it* ^ 
concussion. It b said, that anticipating the la$t disaster 
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her horses and carriages were ready to convey her tx> 
Moscow. Young Elphinstone arrived at the palace late 
at night in his lighting clothes^ covered with dust and 
gunpowder, and severely fatigued with long and arduous 
duty. His dispatches were instantly carried to the 
Empress, who ordered her page in waiting to give the 
bearer refreshments and a bed, and requested that he 
might on no account be distiirbed. The gallant messen* 
ger Skvailed himself of her graciousness, and ^ Tir^d Na* 
" ture's sweet restorer, balmy sleep 1** never quitted his 
eye-lids till the dawn had 'far advanced, during which 
period Catherine had sent three dmes to see if he were 
awake. At length Captain Elphinstone in all his diaha^ 
bille^ was conducted to her presence by her ^secretary,, 
when she commenced an enchanting conversatioii, in 
■which she complimented the, gallantry and many naval 
achievements of his family \ and after proceeding upon 
various topics for about half an houf, she said, calling 
6im " my son,-* " Now let us proce^ to budness : I 
^^ have received the dispatches, which have afforded me 
" infinite satisfaction ; I thank you for your bravery and 
" zeal J I beg you will describe to me the position of the 
" ships,*' which, as Captain E. explained, she indicated 
with her pencil upon the leaf of her pocket-book y and 
as she gave him her orders to the Commander in Chief,, 
she presented him with a roleau of ducats, a. beautiful 
little French watch, and, although very yoimg, promoted 
him to the rank of Captainc 

It was during thiis battle that the S|^^isMllnonarch 
behaved with his accustomed . distingumid gallantry; 
As he was rowing in his barge, and giving his^ orders, m 
the thickest of the battle, a shot carried away the hand of 
the strokesman, and at this moment . a small Russian 
vessel of war, discovering the King, bore down upon 
him ; the brave and generous monarch, seeing the ac- 
cident which his poor bargeman had sustained, and his 
own personal peril at the same time, calmly took out 
his handkerchief, and bound it over the wound, then 
leaped on board one of his gun-boats, and miraculously 
escaped, by that good fortune which never favors little 
minds, at the instant when his barge was boarded by the 
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enemy, the cushions of which were preserved in the 
apartment of Capt^n Elphinstone, ^n the marine bar- 
racks, as trophies of war and of humanity. 

A short time after the Swedish fleet had retired, the 
gallant and yenerable Admiral Creuse, who commanded 
the Russian fleet, paid his respects to his sovereign* 
Owing to the corpulency of the Admiral, the narrow 
}>lank floor of the presence-chamber shook -with his 
weight, which the hero remarked with some little humor^ 
to Catherine, when she turned this trivial circumstance 
into the following beautiful ' compliment :— ^* My brave 
♦* Creuse, wherever you go you make the earth shake 
« under you, and your enemies tremble." ^ As we 
rowed along we passed several national baths, from 
which the people precipitately issued in a stream of per- 
spiration, and plunged into the river. They regard 
these transitions from extreme heat to extreme cold as 
conducive to s^ invigoration of the frame. As we turn* 
ed up the little Nevka, we sawiBeVeral beautiful country 
houses and grounds : the chateau of Count Narishkin 
was of this description ; it had a centre, surmounted by 
a vast copper dome painted green, and very extensive 
wings upon a grolind floor ; a flight of steps led to the 
principal entrance, shaded from the sun by a vast pro- 
jecting awning of canvas; the whole edi£«e was 
built of wood, and painted of a light yell^. Several 
elegant yachts and pleasure barges with gay streamers 
floating green houses and baths, were moored before it ; 
the whole had an Asiatic appearance. A superb plea- 
sure barge ^th twelve rowers, covered with a rich 
awning from stem to stem, passed us, in which was a 
lady of rank, and a little yellow humpbacked female 
ideot, who had the good fortune of being htrfiet .' The 
Russian nobility, whether for whim, genuine compassion, 
or superstition, I know not, arc uncommonly fond of 
these iitUe, sv^kly, shapeless, blighted beings ; uniting 
inan to monster, and apparently formed by Heaven to 
mock the proud presuming nature of those whom be 
has made ■• afteip his own image. The imperial ohatei^u 
is small, has a ^ terrace in front towards the water, and a 
wood behind : as the Emperor was here we did not at- 
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tempi to see the indde of it» but I understand mc^t of 
the rooiiM are for use wd comfort only. The Empress, 
who is one of the most amiable a^ the shyest being that 
ever yfort % diadem^ hurries with delight from the gaqdy 
tumult of a cowt) to veil herself in the tranquil shades 
of this sequestered place ; and the Emperor exhibits 
the same love of privacy. Is there no moral in th^r 
choice ? Does it not point to the spot where only geiiu^^ 
ine hapfuness is to be ibund ? 

We w^it on boapd one of the imperial yachts> a beau-? 
tafiil vessel^ the stat^ ro<Hsi of which was most eleg^tly 
fitted up. Soon after leaving Kaintnenoi<«Ostrpff, wo 
passed Count Stroganoff 's gardens, which are prettily, 
kid out, and embellished with th^ customary decoration^! 
of hillocks, rustic tefnpLes, folificial rocks and waterf)^. 
The Count veryUbexallyopenshisgardengateson Sunday 
to the puWicwhen the walks £u*e very niutb crowdedfanid 
reseiubk,but in Buaiature, those of Kensington. gardener 
Upo&our return, we rowi^d ag^nst the stream of the 
Kev!a % ^nsiderabk ifr^y^ and Bos^ti^ down with it» f^r 
the purpose of ^enaUmg our boatmen to take in theif .oaivb 
attd 9&otd us a specimen of jRussian vocal music. . They 
fim&Mdeach other, and sat very close together, and 
2poo a signal being given, the leader sang a little bo^q 
«j<ane,«!i^ich, upon his striking a tambprine^ all the 
party, steadMtly ga^ng upon each other, joined in, and 
although thor voices at a distance frequently produce an 
agreeable harniony^ such was the shrillness on the pre- 
sent occasion, that I could not hdp thinking the con^ 
elusion of the song by far the best part *of it. When 
Captain £. was lying in his frigate a few years sinc^ off 
Palermo, he invited a party, in which w:ere two Italia:^ 
princesses, to a- marine breakfast, during which the latter 
requested to be indulged with a native Russ chorus, the 
iame of ^hich had reached them ; the sailors, who 
were assembled round the cabin light, commenced their 
jmtional song before their fair auditors expected it, who, 
terrified at ^e screaming sounds which issued from the 
strained throats of thes^ untutored warblers, instantly 
raised their hands to their ears, and implored Captain £• 
lo at'*: ' i^'^n J but, cpnyijl^ with laug^hter, ap^ <y^^ 
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I>6wered by the din of the chorus, he was obliged to let 
them make a natural fmale. When they had stopped^ 
Captain Elphinstone said, " Now, ladies, will you have a 
<* little more ?*" ** Not for the worlii, my dear Captsdn, not 
'^ for the world, we are quite content,** was the universal 
cry. 

Whilst I was upon a visit at the house of my • much 
respected and hospitable friend John Venning, Esq., I 
used generally to be awakened by a cow-keeper, collect- 
ing, Orpheus-like, Ms cows together, by a very long 
pipe, from which he produced some strains by no means, 
unpleasjng. The dress and attitude of this fellow, with 
his instrument in his mouth, resembled very much some 
of the figures which I have seen upon Etruscan vases. 
For two or three days, Whilst the wind was northerly, 
we were 'much annoyed in the city by a dense smoky 
atmosphere, arising from a large forest, which had been 
burning for several days, about thirty verstsfrom Peters- 
burg : to prevent the spreading of this terrible confla- 
gration, two regiments were marched to the spot, who, " 
after great exertion, by felling tree* and digging tren- 
ches, succeeded i!h impeding its progress. Accident* 
of this kind arp attributed to the reaction of ii^nset 
heat from the rock, upon the dry moss which ia frci? 
quently found upon it. X • ' 
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UHjWPTER XVIT. 

tmmetU cmniage^^-^ComtmU de^IUmMaeUe^'-'mlkiiMiktf 
^Jbrfune'''-^enerouty in a c M l d xm The JoundHng' ho9* 

rj order to observe fngagtmeiits wkti pimdcnfitf, iiift 
necessary thut atraveUer'nimtcjIx should N set t>y tto 
dock of the winter palace, vrlach is the son^s ymt-m^ 
geot in Petersburg) and iH eertidhly more MrreraBn t^un 
ttiait of the Horse'^kuntla in London. I learned tb» 
piece of important informationy as I pracaeded with m 
party of friends to the Hermitage ; not the matted eell 
of an anchorite, hut a. magnificent nuxkm palace bmte 
by the late EmpresS) md conneeted hy a light el«@i^ 
l^lery with an enormous mass of building) called &e 
winter palace, bn9t of brick stuccoed^ and consisting of 
abasement floor, a grand and lesser story^ snpported 
with Doric colnnms, and adorned with balustrades, and 
an immense number of statues, many 'of which are said 
to be excellent, but as they are associated with the dhiin* 
nies, thdr beauties are not discernible to gazers on the 
mund.. This pile was built by the Empress Eliaabi^T 
. 13 grand fiiftm its magnitude, but very heavy ; within 
i^ walls are many courts, galleries, and passages^ and 
stair-cases without number* In the winter it requires 
fifteen hundred stores, or as the Russians call 'them 
pitchkas, and the resident English, peeches, to warm it. 
What could induce Catherine to call one of the most 
costly and elegant palaces in Europe by the name of the 
Hermitage I' cannot imagine ; not more preposterous 
would it be |o hear Windsor Castle denominated the Nat- 
shell. Bfe situation on the b«iks of the Neva is very 
beautiful ; the apartments are stUl'^^ma^ficent, although 
much of their rich furniture has been removed^ ai^ are 
embellished with the Houghton and other choice coUec* 
tions, to which artiits have free access to copy. One 
». room was entirely filled with some of the finest produc- 
, tions of Vernet ; there is also a great number by Teni* 
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era. tJpon the ssane floor ynidi Ae picture gaStfiegf 
vluch, with the state-rooms, occupy the second 4tery, is 
ft ^cious cohered winter gardeit, filled >in^ orange tree^f 
and fordgn sing^g bxrds^ opening into a summer gar- 
den upon the top cf the |»lace, in which there is a b^u- 
tifdl long gravelled walk, lined with shrubs and large 
graceful bireh trees, whose roots 1 should think must 
nare for some ^tfit threatened to make their way throufJi 
the celling of the drawing^xxums below. The whole^s 
adorned with statues, elegant garden sophas, and tem- 
ples> and oti each side are magnificent galleries. In the 
vainnet of curiosities. I. was much pleased with a feithftU 
<md exquisite model of a Russian, boor's farm^iouse xa 
Vax. In the music-room adjoining to this are some larg^ 
)and admirable pigtures, by Sneyder, representing fisj^ 
ibwlf and frtdt. In ^e qahinet of jeirels there is a rich 
diiq)lay of all sorts of jewelry ; and amongst; others, ui^- 
*dec a great glass case^ are the celebrate4 mechanical pecC- 
cock, owl) cock, apd grasshopper, of the size of life, 
^which was made in England, at a vast expense, and pre- 
'sented by Potemkin to the late Empress. The machine- 
ry is damaged : #ie cock) mounted on a tree pf gold^ 
no longer crows, nor hoots the o.^fl, nor does the pea- 
cock spread his tail, at the expiration of tlie hour, but 
' the. grasshopper still skips roimd to denote the moment^. 
^TMs ammal is nearly the size of his more animate^ 
brethren in Russian Finland, which are ^d to be an inoh 
.and a half long. Thete were also sever^ ivory cups, 
i&ite fruita.of the ingenuity of Peter the Great,, whose . 
varsatiUity was such, that apparently wjth e^al ea^j he 
could bend from the fbun^g of cities, leading armies 
into the field, and fighting battles, to building bc^ts, turn- 
ing wooden spoons and platt^, and carving in ivory. 
' Rj^haers hall, one of th«; galleries running paralled with 
'the garden, is. superbly painted and decorated, and has 
a fine collection of minerala : its inlaid floor is imcom- 
monly rich and exquisite. 

I searched in vain for Sir Joshua Reynolds's celebrate 
Infant Hercules, purchased by the late Empress for tbe^ 
Hermitage.. Upon enquiry I found that it had been re- 
moved into a private apartment below; and was seldom 
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ebewn ; the reason asugned-wso, Uiat the Russians have 
a superstitious horror of deaths and that as the subject 
was the strangling of the serpent by the infant god, it 
was on that account unpopular* Upon our . return 
through the rooms, we went to the court theatre^ con- 
nected with the Hermitage by a gallery over an; arch, 
which crosses a cut of water from the Neva to the Moika 
canal. The space before the curtain is filled with seats 
, rising amphitheatrically, and the whole, without being 
large, is elegant. The perfcomers were rehearsing at 
the time : afterwards as we Were quitting the palace, my 
curiosity was ex(;ited by a number of Imperial coaches, 
presenting a gradation of qualities; some were tol- 
erably good, some shabby and others very old and crazy, 
to which must be added a very Iqng vehicle, such as is 
used in England ^ar conveying wild beasts, having four 
horses abreast, all drawn up before that part of the pal- 
ace where the theatre is situated. Upon the conclusion 
of the rehearsal, the players descended e the tragedians 
and genteel comecKap^ occupied the better carriages, the 
low comedians th^ more ancient and defective ones, 
and the choru»^singers, to the amoiyt of about thirty, 
skipped into the long coach, and werfe all driven to their 
respective homes. These machines are kept for the sole 
service of the players. 

Not far from the Hermitage, and upon a line td^ it, 
is the magnificent palace raised by Catherine II. for 
Gregory Orloff, and afterwards allotted, by the late Em- 
peror, to the last of the Kings of Poland : it is built of 
grey Siberian marble, and adorned vdth columns and pi- 
lastres of the same stone, of a brown and reddish color. 
The balustrades of the balconies, and the frames of the 
windows, are of brass richly gilded. All the splendid 
furniture and moveable decorations have been removed, 
jmd the whole is now occupied by persons helonging to 
the court. 

In consequence of the gracious orders of the Em- 
press Dowager to that effect, we visited a very interest- 
ing institution: under her immediate protection, the Con- 
vent des Demoiselles. This Imperial seminary, which 
has no equal in Europe, contains three hundred and 
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neventf^two young Tadiesof nobiiity ; and t wo hundred and 
forty daughters of citizens. There is also another in^itu* 
tdon under the same roof, called that of Saint Catherine, 
in which there are one hundred and eighty eight chil- 
dren, of the inferior orders of nobiUty. The age of admis- 
sion is six years. The noble young ladies are taught Ger- 
man^ French,* Italian, drawing, mtisic^ dancing, geogra- 
phy, embroidery, and every other elegant pursuit, 
iriie daughters of the bourgeois are instructed in what is 
useful alone, and can conduce to their making good 
tradesmen's wives. Their genius, or bias of mind, 
whenever it can be ascertained, is always consulted in 
their pursuits. The building is like a great town ; it 
was formerly occupied by the monks of Sraolnoi, who 
have been removed to accommodate much more useful 
and loyely members of society. In the centre is a vast 
neglected church, surmounted with a dome in the centre 
of four small cupolas, all of copper gilded. This edifice 
forms a venerable and prominent feature in the city. We 
were received at the grand entrani^by some of 'the offi- 
cers attached to the establishmem,- in full uniferm, a 
dress which is worn by all male persons belonging to 
Imperial institutions, on account of the government be- 
ing military.. We were first conducted to the kitchen, 
where we saw and tasted a. sample of.4he day's dinner, 
consisting of excellent soup, boiled beef, vegetables, and 
pastry. The young ladies are. divided into classes of age, 
and distinguished by brown, blue, and green and white 
dresses, In the first school we were presented to her 
Excellency Madame Adlerberg, the directress of the 
convent, who appeared, decorated with the order of Saint 
Catherine, a lady of great beauty and elegance of deport- 
ment ; her mind and character were explained by the 
smiles and looks of affection which every where attended 
heTj as we proceeded through the schools. In the sick 
room there were only three patients, who were most 
tenderly attended by the proper nurses : the name, age,- 
disorder,and treatjLuent of the invalid, is inscribed upon 
a little tablet fixed over her head to the back of the bed. 
Tiie dormitories v/ere remarkably neat, and even ele- 
gant. Some of the little girls siuprise^l us by the. 

X  
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tscetieAce t« which they kaid attained ki fkm%ritigb 
In the Greek church bdbOging to. the coonne^ we 
wer^ attended by the pntat in his {aU j<&hes, ^whe 
ahewed us a ikiagnifieetit oup of ^M. studded, mdi 
jewels^ «ifled in dcfvoibiHthe work ef the Empress dow^ 
•ger. 

• The mortdity ameng the chil^vn is very mcatuid^r- 
able ; upon an average only two die annually out of dght 
hundred, unless after siting up of aereral Tacanoietb oc- 
currkig at the «a]&e ika^ when the chiMr^i ftdndtted 
from the provinces sometimes bring diseases with Item. 
In the Uue doss we saw ah instance of the itnitability of 
ibrtunoy in a Uttie^girl about eleven years of age,, the 
Princees S*^*-— the grand*daughter of the 4ate. Kii^ «f 
Pcdand. In the <£spersk»i of the &inily ^le was le££ des- 
titute. Her mother, in .a frenzy. produ<^ by -the de- 
thronement of her &ther, tiirew her son, a child, frx>m a 
Moony into the stneet j and dashed out Ids braios. ^ This 
orphan veltc of an august and most unfortunate famSyy 
was saved from actual w^int by the humanity and feeing 
of the Pnncess Biron,.wii(^ whose daughter she is edu- 
cated in ^le convent. The yoling Pi^cess Biron, in the 
blue ^ress of ^ her class,' underwent an examination in 
French and writing in our pres^ce^ and acquitted faeiself 
with infinite crecfit. In tfa^ gceen and white class, where 
the eldest young ladies are^ we were entertained with 
some very delightful Russ and French -airs and cho- 
ruses, accompanied by the harpsichoid. 

in the institution of. 8aint Cat^eriiie, under the di- 
rection of Mlidame BicdkofT, an el^krly lady of distin- 
guished talents^ and^ sweetness of disposition; the fol« 
lowing little circumstance occurred, which will parfr^ 
that the Russian mind^ whatever may have been siud of 
it, is susceptible of feeling and generosity. In liiis In- 
stitution, which is supported by rthe Empress dowager, 
a limited number only of young ladies are admitted,, me 
•of expense, by bsdlot ; but others are received um>; pay- 
ing, as it is termed, a pension* At the last amiaaiAn, 
two little girls, the eldest not exceeding ten years . of ^e, 
the * daughter of a naval captain, who in this country is 
nobie, the lather «f a large ^milyNpresented themseljres, 



eiiA». r^,3 NORTHERN smmaoL $6$ 

myiinfWyik^oine a pme, the elber ablask. AHtougk 
«o youii^) they knew that fate.had^ ia this mmoist^ r^ 
flolved upon their sepmralioa ; they ftlt k» ao^ arepU 
Anothev ycmag lady, to whom the next chance dkvalive^i 
fk^wapiize, aad obseraag^ tho disttesa of 'Che aisM^ 
without holdiag any coimmionicadiQn with theiv. paveBt% 
or with alky otiker petaen^ spotttaueoiaaly vast up to the 
htckleaa. little g^l» piosented her wi^ !di# tiekett and 
leading her up to the directress, said, '<' See, MadaiiH I 
^ have ^ff4wn a priaw, bilk my papa can af&rd to pay the 
** peitabn, a|kL i am suce wtR pay it for me : pi^y Id 
■^ one wlia ia. loss, fortuaaie^ ^ajby the good that has bap^ 
*^ pesed to aie.^ This ckanaaing anecdote waa inuwedl- 
^tMf reported to the Empesa ibvager, who CKpr^satid 
the' highest deligl^ and paid) o^ of b^ own puyso, the 
penason of Idie Iktie beiie&etreaa. 

An id^a has ^easnt £&rth, tlhat whe& the period anivea 
for the fair pu{^ to quit ^Be con^cent £brthegrealthear 
tre of the woiid, so many yearaof seq«be9tratioa from it 
venders them totally ignoraat, vwhward» and tha^ thef 
enter society with Iktie lesa iuvpvise than that which a 
saanborai>fiiid, and suddenly restored to ^ht, wouU 
express oa his fifsl contemplation of objeets. But tliis 
remark Is compleady dispfoved by the good^breedin^ 
and poEshed manners which the young ladies dvijilay^ 
in theccmvent i in addition te widch it may be observed, 
that every month, or oftener, they have a public and 
splendid ball, which is always crowded by people of 
fashion, their relations or friends, with whom, upon these 
occasions, lJiey have unrestrained intercourjse. At Eas- 
ter, and other festivals, by the order of the Empress 
dowager, they take a ride reund the city to see the di* 
Tension of sliding- down the io&'hiUs, or the various 
festivtllea inodentto the occasion and season. The Em* 
f^resa dowager takes ^ great pleasure in visiting this in* 
elituUon ; and whenever she appears, the young peopl<( 
crowd round her, to kiss tho palm of her Imnd, as if she 
were th»r. common par^t. In odier countries there 
^^ay^be insdtudons upcn the same prinoii^e, but not one 
•4>f the same magnitude ; there the sovereign thinks be 
kfts discharged a spkodid d»]ty if he ^t a sum of money 
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for its support) -without seeing to its appropriation, or 
cherishing the establishment by his presence ; but here 
the Empress dowager, the Empress, and other branches 
of the Imperial family, are personally and actively as- 
sistant. When Madame Bredcoff was sent ta Moscow 
to organize aninstitution there, similar to that of St. 
Catherine's, the Empress dowager, during her absence, 
took possession of her chair, and discharged all her func- 
tions. 

It is with great pleasure I metion another instaspce of 
the munificence of the Dowager Empress, in an estab- 
lishment called the Institute of Marie, which is wholly 
supported out of her private purse, and costs one thou^ 
sand five hundred pounds per annum. In this semmary, 
which is under the able direction of Madame Luky, fifty^ 
six girls are clothed, maintained, and educated in Frenchr, 
German, Russ, arithmetic, drawing) and embroidery. In 
the latter, the young pupils have attained to^ such a high 
state of perfection, that the state: dresses of the Imperial 
fan:iily are Sfrequently 'made by them. At eighteen, the 
fair e/evee are provided with .respectable situations in 
genteel families ; or married, when a little dowry is prer 
sentedto them. The qualification required for the ad- 
mission of a pupil is, not that she should have interest or 
friends, but that she should be destitute zsad/riendles^ I 
The whole resembled a large, genteel, and happy fanuly . 
When the money of an empire b thus expended, it is. 
like the sun drinking up the exhalations of the earth, to 
return it in refreshing showers of dew. . *- . . 

By the same gracious order of the Empress.dowager, 
we were admitted to the fpundling4iotpital, one of the 
most extensive and superb buildings in the residence. In 
this establishment, six thousand children, the offspiing 
of shame or misery, are received and protected.*— Sub- 
lime idea ! but let us examine whether the end of this 
great and benevolent design is answi^ed. The cluldrea 
are classed according to their age : in the first room wera 
several little creatures who had been left one, twoj 
three days before, at the ofiice of secrecy, where, ^ 
wretched mother at night, if nature will admits wit 
trembling hand rings the belli resigns her child to a pojc •-' 
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ter, receives a ticket of its number, and in agony retires. 
- When vre entered a large room where the nurses wejhe 
suckling the infants, the result of our enquiry and obser- 
vation, in which I was much indebted to a very intelli- 
gent lady, who was herself a mother, and who accom- 
panied us, was that, although the nurses^ generally the 
'wives of boors, were examined by surgeons, and bathed 
upon their admission, yet many of them displayed the 
effect of invincible habit, and were very dirty, notwith- 
standing the greatest vigilance and care to keep them 
clean ; and, as many of them had nursed their own chil- 
dren seven or eight months before upon wretched fare, 
their milk was neither rich nor copious : a circumstance 
which was visibly proved, by the meagre and unhealthy 
appearance of the nurslings. The difficulty of procuring 
an adequate number of nurses is great indeed ; and with 
a sufficient quantity of milk, utterly impossible. The 
mortality is very great : cut of iwo thousand five hun- 
dred infents received the preceding year, five htmdred 
perished! The , concftusion is plain. Whilst the prin- 
ciple of this infant asylum is unquestionably propitious 
to Ubettinism, its present constitution and economy arc 
ungeniai to population. If this establishment were up- ' 
on a unaller acate^ it might possibly answer ; but, ex- 
tensive CM rf w, it seems to overstep its object by too large 
a stride, and to countenance an opinion, that the cause of 
humanity and policy would be more efficaciously pro- 
moted, even were no other barriers opposed to infanti- 
cide than nature and the 4aws. . We repeatedly observ- 
ed, that the boys did not look so healthy as the girls, 
which-may be owing to the nature and hours of theii* 
labor being soi&ewhat greater : indeed, eight hours toil 
is too much for boys of tender years. The gardens are 
very extensive : we there saw a recreation which is a 
great favorite with the young Russians. A broad flat 
boards about eight feet long, was placed centrically 
overaaother of the same size and shape ; a girl, about 
fourteen or fifteen years of age, stood at one extremity 
^y the upper board, and at the other end two smaller 
^I^PdIs, Who, by alternately springing up, tossed each oth- • 
«r to th€5 heigltt of five or six feet,, from which they dc- 
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•eettdsdirkhuiieoiiifiioiiBkOl and steadiness. Agentie- 
inan of the party, at the great hazard of his neck, onsuc- 
ccsaluUy endeavored to partake of the pastime. From 
. the imdovs of the Foondliiig-hospttal, in a sequestered 
part of tfaecitf , we saw tfaetop of aprtvafte lying4n house^ 
where only the patients and nurses ai«r admitted^ lind 
the offices of tenderness and htunanitf are discharged) 
irithout curiosity^ enquiry, or dcnrek>pemait. 

I was very fortunate in being at Petersburg during the 
great causes of national festivity : the namenday, as the 
. Russians call iti of the Empress dowager : and the mzp« 
tiab of onm ot her daughters, the Grand D«K:heBft Ma« 
na, a beautiful and amiaUe princess, about seventeen 
years of age, to the only son of the rmgning prince of 
Saxe Weimar, a young man of twenty i It was the wish 
of the Empress dowager that these eTents should be 
celebrated on the same day. This marriage^ unlike the 
severe policy which state ceremony imposes <m such* oc» 
caaions in other countries, had hecn preceded fey a course 
of attentions and tenderness for two years preceding, 
during which period the young Prinob liad vesi^d with 
the Empress dowager, who wisely thought with 
Shakspearei that 
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Marriage is a matter of mors wocth 



Than to be dealt in by attorneyship- 
For what is wedlock forced, but ^ hell ; 
An age of discord and continual strife ? 
Whereas the contrary bringeth forth bliss, 
And is a pattern of celestial peace:** 

On the third of August, N. S. I went with a party of 
friends to the Winter-palace, the vast area before which 
was covered with carriages ; on our arrival we proceeded 
up the grand marble 8tair<ase, through a suite of su- 
perb rooms, to an apartment of the foreign minis* 
tcrs, who were splendidly attired. Inj this room was 
the lady of the British ambassador, who in her dress and 
person <Ud honor to the maguificenee and beauty of ^e 
British empire. All the rooms were uncommonly 
croMrded with x>eople in full gala dresses, and about one 
e'clock the procession moved from the En&preaa dowa* 
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ge^s^apiitment : after a \oni^ line of imrshala tnd staMi 
officers, vying with each otbsr in the splendor of their 
drefises, appeared the Empetior, ki a i^tdiii suit of regi^ 
m^ntailft, leading the Empreae do^rager by the hand) th^ 
Empress in a aupefb dresa eovened wkh dianumdst 
walking by his side (the former always takes the prece- 
dence Gi the latter^ by an nkase of Paul) ; then foUowed 
the beautifiii Grand Duchesst between the young Prince 
of Weimar and the Grand Duke Constantine, in a blaze 
<^ jewelry : upon her head was a crown of diam^idai 
-upon her ahouiders a long robe of crimson velret lined 
with errainey the. tndn of which was supported (and the 
intense heat of the weather called for all the support that 
could be afforded her) by several peers of high rank, and 
in her bosom ^he wore a most aupexb bouquet of flowers 
in diamonds ;* then, followed the rest of the Imperial 
fanulyt and a.tndn of lorda and ladies closed the whole.' 
Aa they passed through the guard-room^ which was ^n^ 
ed with a detachment of gigantic, guards^ it was amus-* 
ing to see how these colossal images curled their stiff 
whiskers with delight as their Emperor paased. When 
the procession entered the. Ckreek church in the palace^ 
the priest and choristers commenced an a^ihem : the 
young couple stood upon a cloth of scarlet fritiged with 
gold, whilst two officers of state held a crown on each of 
their heads, which part of the ceremony is observed to- 
wards the commcmest Russians ; then walked three times 
before the altar, each heading a lighted tapef, exchang- 
ed rings, and drank three times out pf the sacramental 
cup, siter which the Metropolitan exhorted tliem ; when 
l/k had conoliided, the bride saluted the archbishop, and 
her family, and the procession returned* Upon the 
close of the ceremony a rocket was discharged from the 
granite, terrace in front of the pidace towards the Neva, 
when- discharges of cannon announced the happy tidings 
to the people. , About two hours afterwards a splendid 
banquet, &>r the whole court, was served in the grand 
marble hallf.* airoom, according to my own stepping, two 
htsadned and fifty feet loi^g, and about forty feet high, 
hairiag arched galleriea for the accommodation of spec« 
tatocsy «t theepd and^ntthtisidc opposite Uie windows ^ 
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the Imperial table was covered with vases of gold, filled 
with the rarest flowers, pyramids of |»nea» and the finest 
fruits, elegantly arranged. Soon after the nobility were 
seated at the tables, which were covered with every del- 
icacy, Hi^ grand master of the Ceremonies made a buz- 
ling noise, when the greatest silence immediately follow- 
ed, the folding-doors opened, and the Imperial fimdly en- 
tered, attended by a suite of state officers, and took' their 
seats ; when the pages in waiting, richly attired, each 
having his right hand covered with a napkin, served the 
imperial dinner i a noble band of music played, and sev- 
eral fine airft.were sung by a distinguished smger^ vrfaich, 
on account of the vasthess of the room and the frequent 
roaring of the cannon, were very imperfectly heard. 
When the Emperor re^e and drank felicity to the young 
couple from a vase of gold, if my si^ht erred not^ a tear 
bedunmed the eyes of. the beautiful bride. During the 
banquet one of the pages, from excessive a^tation, spah 
some soup upon her robe, which she returned with a 
most gracious smile. In the* hall where several running 
footmen who have the privilege of wearing at all titnes 
and in all places, their caps and feathers. With great 
^iffietilty ffk reached our carriage, through rooms crowd- 
ed with cookSj and a great number of sailors in their best 
dresses, who, upon this occasion, were assistant scullions. 
Whilst we were at dinner at the hotels we received 
a note from our ambassador, informing hs that the Em- 
peror had lippointed half past six o'clock in the evening 
tor our introductipnto him, previous to the hall :' this 
honor, ^t such a time and on such an occasion, we were 
told, was against the- usual etiquette of the Court, Mdt 
therefore the more flattering. . A short time before the 
Imperial family appeared, the nobility retired from the 
room where the presentation was to take place ; the 
names of our party amounting to six, of whom four 
Were English, were ^ven to the Emperor by Count Sher* 
amatoff, who mtroduced us. Upon the folding doors 
opening, a procession similar to that m the monakig 
commenced ; when the Emperor approached us the 
whole halted, and the Count, calling each by hb iwme, 
introduced i;s to the Emperor^ the Empress dowagei^ 
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and the Empress, by "whom we were very graciously re- 
ceived. An Italian nobleman, who was presented with 
us, fell «t the feet of the Emperor and endeavored to 
embrace his knees, which the sovereign recoiled from^ 
With a look that indicated how little a manly generous 
mind, like his, could be gratified with such servility. 
After this ceremony, the procession, which we followed, 
moved to St. George's hall : this magnificent apartment 
more ri(Ji, though not so vast, as Potemkin's hall, is en« 
lirely gilded with various colored goldr s^nd illuminated 
by a profusion of richly gilded lustres : on each side 
were galleries crowded with spectators : on cither side 
of thefjrand entrance were two enormous mirrors, rising 
above some exquisite statues of alabaster ; and at the end, 
i*£dsed upon a flight of steps, stood the throne. As soon 
as the Imperial family entered, the band struck up au. 
exquisite polonaise, which is rather a figure promenade 
than a dance, the weather being too hot for such exer- 
cise ; the Emperor led out the bride, and walked to the 
time of the music, the rest of the Imperial family and 
the Court, amounting to about forty couple, following, 
up and down the room, forming curves, and various oth- 
er figures. This recreation continued an hoi:(||; ctrshort 
time before it expired, I wis introduced, through the fa- 
vor of Madame^ B  ■, to the chamber of the biide and 
bridegroom. In front of the bed, under glass covers, we're 
the bride's jewels, and a service of gold presented to her 
by her august family, and a golden salver containing a 
Ibafand aalt^ which, according £o the Russian custom, is: 
presented by the Empress dowager to her daughter oil 
xMk night of her marriage, just before #ie enrobes : it is 
intended to express her^wlshes, that as the connection be» 
tween parent and child is dissolved by marriage, she inay 
never want the convforts of life. 

The bed was a state one, the robes-de-chambre of the 
Princess were placed on a stool on the right hand aidc^ and 
the slippers of the Prince on the left^ Heavens ! thought 
I, what a strange country this is 1 the postillions ride 
their horses on the wrong side, and the husbands sle6p 
on the wron£ side ; but the renua*k was no sooner made 
than,remoimt : It does not accora with the dignity of the: 
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emidre ttiet any Pri&ee under Heaven ^beiUd take t^c 
rig^t of a Grand Duchess of Russia. Hymen had 
touched die tapers with his torch, and arband of meny- 
looking^ prMj giHs, dressed in white, and adorned with 
flowers, were waking^ to receive the happy bride, and let 
loose lite virgjb aone. As 1 quitted tins bower of Eden 
I longed to leave behind me the foHowini^ bea«d(ut re- 
cipe tor preserving love : 

*^' Cool 99 lie wamnt, aad tovs will ncvtr eoot : 
Thsn drop into the flame a tear or two» 
Whkk^Iaaaie «H? kUce oU, will bun khn t)u;w«li; 
Then add gweet Iaoks» soft wonU, soina «igluw na poti^ 
And take m; won! tiiie dame will ne'^ go out/' 

In the evening tjae city was magnificently iliuK»nated : 
the house of British embassy shone with unrivalled ele- 
gance and splendor. As we rode up the Neva, after sup* 
per, we were uncommonly gratified by seeing the whole 
of the fortress, down .to the water's edge, muminatedj 
which presented*A spectacle the most brilliant, and coxa- 
pletely noVelj, I ever beheld. Our bargemen again re- 
galed us with one of their. musical ydls^ the effect of 
which wm encreased by^the addition of two tamboHnes 
struck at random. In the evening, after^the nuptials, the 
Imperial family went to the opera, when the theatre was 
superbly illuminated, and the court scenes were display- 
ed, which presented the finest specimens of scenic paint* 
ing I ever helield. When the Emperor was about to 
leave his box, the people saluted him with th^ naost cnr 
tlmsiastic appl^i^i wulv which h^ was visiUy aSe^t^d,^ 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

 • • • 

Aiipile fet»t^^Dog4dUer9 — A barrier against ivdr^ng-'^ 
Jf'^BtiviHes ofPet&rkqff^-^HoT^n mudc-'^^JcnxyrUe bear^-^ 
German theatrem^Vidt to Cronstadt^-^Prison^-^Military 
punishment— ^Hieinn^-^Ormmmbaum^^^l-ging mountam 
-'--^The value of a bloody bewd-'^aat^^fandne andjirm^ 
ness, ^ 

ON the sixlh df August, O. S. the F^adt of Apples 
commeiice&f in which the commoii Russians fre- 
quently indblgi0heiiftse|ves to such excessr that death is 
the consequesice o^lttieir intenkperance. And about this 
period the dog^killers,- called Foomantshicks, ga their 
rounds and destroy evei*y dog they find unprotected by 
a collar, containing the name of his master. This mea*- 
sure, though apparently cruel, is very necessary : $oroe 
winters past, b^dre this regulation was made, a number 
of fierce apd Voracious dogs assembled together in the 
gloomy ground which surrounds the Admiralty, and at 
nlgl^ have been known to attack and devour passengers* < 
' As my time for quitting Petersljurg drew n%h, I sent 
my first advertisement, describing my name, age, and 
profession, to the intperial gazette 6{iice, in which it was 
necessary to appear three times before I could obtain my 
post-horse otdek», without which it is impossible to stir. 
Tho. object of this ceremony is to pt^vent^persons going 
away iM debt by giving timely notice to their crei&tors, 
and may be accomplished in ten days ; or if a traveller 
is in gseat haste to depart, upon two hoaieholders of res- 
pectability undertaking, at the proper office, to paj^all 
the debts he may owe, be may immediately depart. A 
foreigner may stay one month after the expiration of the 
first complete notice : if he exceed that period, he must 
advertise agedn. Immediately after the nuptials the 
court removed to PeterhofT, a country palace, about thir- 
ty versts from the residence, situate on the shores of 
Cropstradt Gulf, built by Le Blonde, where a magnifi- 
cent bail'Encllliiimiination, in honor oC the nuptials, took 
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place ; at wTiich nearly all the population of Petersburg 
were present. 

As we, proceeded in'a line of carriages, extending sev- 
eral miles, drawi>by four horses a-breast and two before 
them, we passed s^ small but memorable public house, on 
the road-side, about eight versts from Petersburg, called 
the Krasnoi Kabac ; the first word meaning redrsad the 
hitter, as before related, a public house.t It was at this 
house that the late Empress halted, when she w^ adyaii- 
cing aga^st her*}iusband, and slept for a fihort time upon 
the cloaks of hfcr officers in one of the little^ooms. Here^ 
assisted by 4>er then confidential and enthusiastic friend, 
the Piincess Dashkoff, she consumed a%rea^umber of 
letters. We also passed the .Holy Trinity^ermitag^ of 
Saint Sergius, a small mon&tery .surrounded by quad- 
rangular cloisters, having a church and three chapels. 
There is nothing in the building worthy of inducing a 
traveller to quit his -carriage. A little farther, on we saw 
the palace of Strelna, a vast building of -brick stuccoed, 
built upon piazzas, send surrounded witli undulating 
woods and . pleasure^rounds. belonging to the Grand 
*Duke Constantine, the heir presumptive to the throne. 

Upon our anival we found the rooms, vrhich were fitted 
up in a style of ancient splendor, and richly illuminated, 
filled with persons of all ranks . and conditions in their 
best dresses, resembling a crowded masquerade, in which 
much of the costume of the empire was displayed. I was 
principally struck, with the wives of the beai^ed mer- 
chants, who were rouged, and wore a head-dress of mus- 
lin, reserablmg a sugar-loaf, entirely encrusted with 
hki'ge pearls, with which their govms were trimmed, 
and. ihcr stomachers covered. * 

The illuminations were bejFond any thing magnificent ; 
in fi'ont-^of the palace rolled a cascade of watfer, t)vcr 
various colored lamps, which had a very novel efiect, 
into a great pond, which appeared to be ifii ft 'blaze of 
light, from, the sides and centre 'of whfch groupes of 
statues threw qoluftins of water to a great height ; a 
canal, more than a mile long, lined with^^^ide lights of 
• various colored lamps, a gloty at tlie end, and the inxp?- 
rial yachts illuminated in every part of their hull, mv^X^ 
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tmdTtggiiig) Btadcyaed nt a distance at s^a, formed a 
brilliant and' glowing coa/i-cTtfi/.^ Every avenue/ and 
eVety pan6f these e:«tensLve giardews, Hrcre-in ablaze. 
In a recess was a large tree of copped, and flowers of 
the^atne Hietal^ painted to t«es6mble nittife, which threw 
water from every- leaf, dnd produced a very pretty effect. 
In another part of the gardens 'we heard the celebrated 
h6rn^nmsic. Each perforitter cah only produce one tone 
frnthMft itfijti^ment, cons^tiently the skill and attention 
requiliite to play upon it in coik^ert mus* be great. . At a 
littie diditan<»me effect was very charming. A tertoin 
unfortunaiafclgiB of nueetiidies will hear with surprise, 
that the JR-Mnusic i^Decessary appendage to the cer- 
^inc^ IR r^tiata d[ the Ic^st respe<Aability. 

In Itussia, marriages are generally effected Arough . 
thrf agency of a third person, liurmg the childhood of 
Iheir daughter, the parents fix upon a husband for her ; 
^ mutual female friend is sent to the gentleman with the 
proposals : if they are accented, he. presents the 6dr ne- 
godatrix with a pelisse, according to custom. Many of 
the lower Russians marked, as* they frequently are^ 
against thdr Inclinations, make tio scruple in taking tlidr 
wives to such a scene of festivity as the one I have' just . 
deseribed, and lettingthem otit to prosdtutioh for hire. 

In a corner of the grand saloon, m tlie centre of the pa^- 
lace, I saw the Georgian couit, composed of the Prince of 
Georgia, and two princesses of his house, and their reti- 
mie. The Prince was obliged to cfde his country, a 
province of Asia, formerly belonging to . Persia and 
Turkey, to the Russian empire, ]^m • whith he receives 
fi pe^pn . I saw no traces whatever of Circ&shm beau- 
ty in the Princesses : one was old, fat, and plain, and the 
other pale, hoflow-^yed, and lean : the PSnce had a yery 
han^sonie and noble appearance. 

In'one of the rooms are four celebrated pictures of 
Hackert, painted by order of Count Aexey Orloff, cele- 
brating the victory over the Turkish fleet eoiftmanded b^ 
the Capudjjn Pasha, the merit of which the Cdirtif^un- ' 
Justly tassumed'to Irimsclf, as I have before* dfeerved. 
Upon the psdnter Observing tftat he had never ^een a shijr 
on fire> Orloff ohlercd a ilussian seventy -four to be c^^- 

Y 
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ed and burnt)' to enable him to execute the subject with 
more fidelity. • 

After the Imperial family, glittering with jewels, and 
resembling a stream of biilUant light, had walked seyeral 
polonaises, in whiqh the Empress was attended by a little 
dwarf in a Turkish dress, they mounted their laneekas, 
open garden carriages,, resembling Irish jaunting-cars, 
and visited the gafrdens ; after which they «at'down to a 
superb select supper under an awning, upon. die top of 
one of the wings of the p^ce, at which«I had the hon- 
or of being present. The guests were attfl||ed by about 
two hundred servants in full imperial U|[^k^ At five 
o*clock we returned to Petersburg jniic^^^Kd. The 
houses and gardens that line -the PeterhOff^ncPbLre very 
beautiful.' * 

Being somewhat fatigued, I was glad to devote a gKat 
part of the day to sleep. < In the evening I went to the 
German theatre, at the back , of Lanskoi's palace, now 
the masquerade rooms : it was a very gloomy place, and 
was feebly illuminated by a small circular lustre descend- 
ing from the roof, an^ a stranee transparent clock in the 
Centre of the cornice over the Sage. The canopy of the 
imperial box was*covered with black dark green plumes, 
and had a very funereal appearancp. The play was Pizar- 
ro, or as it is was called, BoUa's Tod, When the oW 
blind soldier enters, and during the time of his contin- 
uing on the stage, the sound of tiie distant battle was 
heard, which ha4 an excellent effect. In all the close 
adherences to nature in scenic detail, so auxiliary to 
grand effect, the theatres upon the continent beat us hol- 
low.* 'The greatest ' tragedian, of the present age, (I 
need not mention the name of Kemble) has, in his visits 
to the diffei^ent l)arts of Europe, forcibly felt the 
truth of this remark, and is making rapid advances* to 
correct the deficiency at home. 

The next momfhg early, a party of us carried • into 
execution' a plan which we had long projected, a 
visit to CroAstadt, having previously furnished ourselves 
with letters of introduction to -some respectable inhabit- 
ants of the island. The day proved very beautiful, and, 
after passing several country-houses, before one tif which 
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was a rustic seat injthe shape of a mushroom, abouteleven 
o'clock we quitted our carriages at a little English irm, 
in the village where the palace of Oranienbaum, oi; 
Orange Tree, is situated, about thirty-five versts from 
Petersburg, and proceeded to the canal opposite the pal- 
ace, where we hired an eight-oared barge, for which we 
paid eight rubles, and put off to the island, seven or eight 
miles from *shore» Upon the sides ^pf the caiud men 
were bathing and young women .washing : the water of 
the gulf was as fresh as th2^ of the Neva. We were 
stopped at th® Merchant's Mole, at Crotistadt, where a 
list of our names was demanded by a young officer, who 
gaveusa'greafdeal 6f trouble, which induced a young 
German, of the party, who began to be a little impatient, 
to jump up and exclaim, " Vat de devil I dus dat little 
" Russ man take us all for screw* F** he meant spies, it 
was at this spot, I was afterwards informed, that Peter 
III., in the ebullition of tijat revolutiqii which, in a few 
days afterwards, elevated his Empress, Catherine II., to 
the sole possession of thp ^hrone, and consigned him to 
an untimely tomb, presented himself in a yacht fiU^ 
with terrified women. hi|Aself more terrified than,tliey : 
and at the instance of the bi?ave and venerable* Ceneral 
IVIunich, who was -also on board, demanded admission 
into Cronstadt, which, had the unhappy Prince secured, 
he might have speedily turned the tide of affairs. " Who 
" are you ?" cried the centincl ; " I am your Emperor."— 
" We have no Emperor : if you do not put about, we 
*' will blow your vessel out of the water," was the reply. 
—^^ Leap with me onshore," cried the brave -amlJoyal 
GudovitcK ; " th^.wilGiot fire upon you." The wealc, 
irresolute &»vereigu. refused, returned *to Oranienbaum, 
and was socm afterwatcls dethroned and murdered. At 
length*' we were permitted to land. Cronstadt, which is 
said Wbe one of the most healthy spots in Russia, deriv- 
ed its name from Peter the Great, ai>d means C#own 
To3|rn, ©rthe crown of the new city, and is. seyen versts 
in length". Its population, incFucfing an yearly average 
of foreigners, is sixty thousand souls. On the southern 
side of it is a little isl^jid called Cronslot. 3hips drawing 
mor^hftn eight feet water are obliged to discharge their 



^U$ KQRTHERN SUMMER^ ECu ai?. IS* 

Tbe.tQwn b. one v«r9t long, and yf»l^ dr^ed» l^ tl^Q 
indefatigable ingenuity, of Coxntjooid^re Greig, B&i baa 
several cburches^ amongst wbkh ia a^ EngUi^ o9e i 
Hiereare fdso a cvi^oiB-lM>use» and aereral ot^er ^ubiio 
buildiaga. After bayiog^EnglidPL'liyke^ o)^r^ a good 
dinner aifc an inn^'aihose appearance little a^n^ded wiib^ 
Ibe excellent enteitainmenft wbich it aSorde^ we pre** 
aentedour letters^ and a n^ijx initelligeRl gentiknEim a!^-» 
tended us over tbc toien. In die dfy^nioc^ wbhh 9m 
veiy ftpacioua> and fiuced w'^ graniley we saiw aeiseiRal. fine 
ahips, pasdculavty one ^hicbtbe Hitmana pre|&n»QN(l> 
built by an Englishaaan. In the atreels we met seteral 
gcoupsofccMMFjctS) fetttming froflOb the publia-WArka to 
tbeir piiaona^ wreteJiedly clad» and hcaiiily. iconed f mmy 
of whom hadis«m collars^ with long handiea round their 
necks s Reallowance of these. unfcctuna^, ^mretehea* is 
yack bread and wate v» and hall a copac.a day> In theiv 
hours of ttlaxation they make boxes» and other Uttle 
mattera of titiiity^ the sale of which alieiiatea Iheir eat* 
ti^me povarty. V * '• 

At night I sl^ at a fH'ivate houae^ the seevani of 
which was a very intel%8nt little delbrmed Greek : his 
head and body were of the ordinary- uz^f his legs nnd 
thighs TU3^ high» than those of an In&nty. which oiade 
him look like a. man running upon castors. Thi» dwarf 
was a living monument oiprade triwa^hing oaer drun' 
kenness, ^ one poison frequently expels anothec : being 
frequently seen in ]i;qaor> ^e saipra and inhabitants used 
U> turn Mm into ridicule^ whi<^ he &lt a»dr^formed« 
This house, like every other in Ru^sta, waa taruly hos-* 
pitable, and was< guarded by some ferocioa» dQ^> of 
whom the Russians stand in terribte &ar. 4 ^ ^ . 

The next morning we visited the moles of the men of 
warlradof themerehsuat Vessels, which, as well as the 
canals, are faced with granite, and are formed after a 
plan which we saw of Pe&r the Great. Amongsti the 
ships of war was one, the largest I ever beheld, {derced 
ibr an hundred and forty guns, and exceedingly in size 
e^ry other ship in the I^sian navy: itasinai^y|||d)e» 
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and a strain which it received in launching, prevents it* 
from being fit for service. So unwieldy is it that it take^ 
fm hour in going about. 

A little way out 6f the town we saw a prison for cri- 
minals, than which nothing^ouW be more loathsome 
and shocking. It was an oblong square of wooden hou- 
ses built upon piles^ and surrounded with a high wail of 
Wood, and appeared unfit for the reception of the most 
despised animal. As we passed over a plain, we ob- 
servcid that for a great way, it was covered with rods, 
which, upon our servant enquiring of some soldiers who 
were collecting them, it appeared had been used in the 
morning by a regiment upon a ntilitary • offender, who 
liad been sentenced to run the gauntlet, when each man 
holds one of these terrible instruments, composed of five 
birch sticks, about three feet long, and a quarter of an' 
anch thick, and steeped in salt brine. 

We returned to Oranienbaum and saw the palace and 
gardens. The former was built by Prince Menchikoff,- 
in 1727, for his own residence, ' after whose fall it came 
to the crown. It is raised upon terraces, and is compo- 
sed of a small central building of two stories, and two 
very extensive wings connected by colonnades : these 
wttigs are covered -with a treillage, and form a beautiful 
walk in the summer ; <the apartments are very neat and 
comfortable, one room is lined with thin taffeta satdn of 
pale lilac and white, plaited and formed into panncls ; 
the roof is cpveredin the samt^ wayy and had a beautiful 
effect. At the end of the wings are two towjgrs, one a 
Greek churchy and the other a museum of china. The 
unfortunate Peter III. built a Lutheran chapel herey 
where h6''and hi»<HoIstein soldiers used to pray, instead 
of goln§^to the Greek church ; this indiscretion furnish- 
ed a terrible weapon against him in the hands of the late 
Empress* 

. In the gardens we saw the celebrated Flying Moun- 
tains, a vast fabric of three lessening acclivities ot wood, 
resting upon brick ai^hes, commencing <rom the ter- 
race- of a lofty and spacious pavilion, and sloping to the 
ground ;'from the top to the bottom of this singular 
structure are parallel grooves, in- which triumphal airs . 

Y 2- 
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nunubg tfpoa caston areplaced ; ivtieD tile pefraon nrhe 
purtakes of the divenion U seady) the cttr iarelea^et^ 
and descends with a velocity wMch canries ik over the 
hills in sueceision. This imperial i^y^ng is 9Qr« 
xoimded with an.open oaionnade, more, than haJf a nole 
in circumfefencey upon, t^ terrace of wbkh there it 
foom for some thousands of spectators. The whole is 
now neglected and ronnkig to decay ; it remitaded ine 
of some lines in Cowper : 

** Gteat Frlnc«f have giti$ pLa^hings : some bwe jhs^A 

** At heaviqg mountains into iBen*. SM^ some^ 
<' At building human wonders mountains high." 

' • • • .  , 

At this spot Count Ortoif encreased the love which ^e 
Empress bore him^ by saving her life: her car had hy 
some accident sprung oitt of the groove, uid wai de-* 
8c«n(&ig with uncommon velocity, whea the Oatrnt, 
whose strength was Hencitieaii, stopped it in its^caveery 
and in so doing broke his army for wiikh one ^ the ban- 
dages applkd was the bturri^bandi 

In another part of the garden*, deep emboaomed In 
wood, we were shewn to a little retfared palace^ consisting 
of a ^ite of rooms upon a ground floor, bittit by the late 
Empress, the taste and eleganee of which surpasMed ev- 
ery thing (»f the kind I ever beheld. One apartment wa» 
Mned with small paintinga^ of female heads^ in paan^ds, 
iepresenting,'in the moat exquidte manner, the pna^t^ss 
of love, from hope to ecstacy. All the statiaies, pictures, 
and decoraitiott% wei$ calculated to fcimUe and chedsh 
the noble and generous flame. 

As the camps for thirty thousand men were fortned in 
the neighborhood for the annual r^vibws, we fouiKl it idif- 
ficult to obtain beds ; our servants, who in thd estlma'- 
tion of inn«keepers, have no higher pretensions ta their 
notice than their pigs and poultry, weic left to sb^t for 
themselves upon the floor. On our return to the capital 
we proceeded t?o the encampment, to be present atthe 
first manoeuvres, but which had fteen countermanded ear- 
ly in the mbming ; here a sc^ne took place, ^fhich^ as 
iedeveiopes a little ^ the low Russian character,. I may 
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bepenidtHd tovel«t«: ly^imhe coacknuA of a chaiioit 
beleoging to the partyy a^mojn giwe and reyerend^kk)k<-. 
ing piersQiiage^ actomed ¥rkh a beard of extraordinaryr 
magiiUude ^oid beauty., became offended with something 
that had been said b]ip iwo BervantS) the one a German^ 
Ihe other a P^e, named Da^^nd and:Roimnski$ who were 
9tmdiiig behind the foremost coach, ia which I mras with 
soiQieoUierfiriends ; Ivan, whahaddiAplayred a degree of 
suUdneaa early in the morning, icory uausual with the 
Russians, retorted their banter by endeayoring to drive, 
the ^pole of bis • carriage agaipst the legs of the servants, 
who, incensed at his conduct, jitmpied down atKl endeav- 
ored to^ize Ivan, who threshed them heartily from his 
coach-box : at last the Pole, who naturally abhors a Rus- 
9mH aucceeded in dragging him frona his seat, curled 
his hand round in his hsar^tripped up his heels, and lead 
poor Ivan, flat, and in thio ppsture adminitfered a sound 
fla^^atios ixpoa the back, of the charioteer with his own 
wbkp^ exclaiming at.the same time, ^ I will let him know 
^ that I am a.Pc^*" If we may. trace efSects to remote 
causes it would not be unfair to conjecture, thM the abdi-. 
Ca^n or Gather dethroneinent of King fitanialaua Potiia- 
iofaky rendered some of the blows a Iktle more sevete 
than ordinary. When the punishment was ovwr, and 
lyasi. was once movei upc«i his legs» it appeared that ia 
hia descent to the eanh, he had cut his nose slightly; 
against a stone, and was bleeding tolerably: freely^ Iv&n 
ki^w the leahie of thisr accident, and took great go^ 
K^are to husband every crimson: drop, and letting it spread 
«Eid tlucluBn upon his beard, ndsed a most hideous y/ell 
and ran and preferred his. complaint to a 'picquet guaecd 
of Gossacka d the Don, who placed us all under military 
arrcAlf and dispatched a comrade to thdr Colonel, with an 
account of what had happened within the lines ; the aift* 
sw^r returned was, that he would not inter&re, and that 
i£ any. injury had been rearived it. might be redressed at 
the first town. Ivan, who by the bye, was a clever fellow, 
during the absence of the cojsaaek had {H^ostrated himself 
0n the^gtound, and imitated tdbrably well the agmiies pf 
a dying man : as soonaa he was told what the reply wati, 
and .finding that we were driving off without him, throw* 
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ing aside the terrors of deathybc in a moment vaulted into 
his box, and never drove or looked better, until vre enter- 
ed the town of Peterhoff, which was crowded on acctrant 
of the Court being at the palace, when he set up the most 
frightful yell, tore his hair, displayed his bloody beard, 
and called upon the police officers to seize us all and do 
him justice. In a short time we were surrounded with 
crowds ; the police officers, seeing we were En^bh, 
heard the accuser, but shewed no disposition to detain us, 
so we proposed adjourning to the garden of the palace, 
and in one of its recesses to partake of the cold collation 
which we had brought with us. As we quitted the car- 
riage, our coachman whispered something to Ivan, who, 
with an arch look, told our valet, if we would give him 
twenty -five rubles, he would settle the business amica- 
bly : this we refused upon two grounds ; first that he 
merited what had happened ; and next, admitting he de- 
served any compensation, it was too exorbitant to demand 
twenty-five rubles for a bloody nose, when we learnt at 
Cronstadt, that twenty-three had only been paid for the 
loss of an eye. 

We went quietly to dinner in a delightful spot, well 
shaded from the sim ; whilst we were enjoying our re- 
past, a little, ragged boy approached us, to whotn we 
offered some meat, but although he looked half famished 
we could not prevail upon him to touch it, as it was a 
fast. In one bf the walks we met a lady of rank at- 
tended by a feinale dwarf, supremely ugly and deformed, 
and dressed like a shepherdess on her nuptial day. 
Whilst we were regaling ourselves Ivan was making the 
best use of his time with the guards and police officers^ 
and upon our resuming our seats and endeavoring to pro- 
ceed, the barrier was dropped, lind bayonets presented 
towards our horses ; we then all alighted, and attended 
by a great throng of guards and police officers, proceed- 
ed to the apartments of the deputy grand police master, 
whom we found in his chamber in his shirt, fiddling be- 
fore a saint who was suspended in the comer : this gen- 
tleman addressed us in German to which one of the par- 
ty, to whom it was his native tongue, replied^ during 
which Ivan displayed his blood to great advantage, but 
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was Ignorant of what was passing. In the course of the 
conversation, the raagistrate absf^e<}y ^ that the coach-; 
^' man dederved to be thrashed ; and that, had we beaten 
'^ him to 8^ jeilyj^ so that ilood hjad not foUo^e^, all wouH 
<< have b^en weU ; but,'* after a long pause, very good- 
humor^ly s«ud»^ that we sboidd no lo^^^ be detained,'' 
and ^cordingly ordered the guards to. let; us pass. No- 
thiij^ could exoe^ ^e . chagrin of ppor Ivan wh^n he 
heard the fate of his application :-^no non-suited plaintiff 
ever threw his face into more burlesque distortions. 
I7pa9 the road he stopped at every kaVac for a (|rop of 
soiTow'a s^edkine, which if Iv^n, had.apo9tEo^phi2ed9 he 
\fOQ^d hav^ ei&ck^^ed ; 

** Oh 1 thou iaviftibl^ fpirit of ^o^t if tlKOu^i^i;iOk,nf^;xui %% 
*' be know^ by, let lu} c^ thee Apgel." 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

1. • 

Rising of the JSTevtt'-^^cademy qf BcienceB'-^The rroiexo*-^ 
Cadet corfi8~^P€li$8e9'*^Country palace of Zarsko Zeh 
^"^nother bust of the British De7no9thenes mi^laced—^ 
Canine tuniuU-^Imfierial fileaaantry'^^Gatckina-^^PaU'' 
voloff6ky''^*'Anmver9ary qf a favorite sainU^^^More 
dv>arf$, 

* 

A SHORT time before I left Peten^urg, the inhab* 
itants were apprehensive of a terrible inundation 
of the Neva, in consequence of the wind blowing very 
fresh at south-south-west, which forces the waters of the 
gulf of Finland against the river, and prevents the stream 
from finding its level. The guns of the Admiralty- 
fired, and in the evening four lights were raised upon 
its church spire, the usual warning upon such occasions 
to the people, to tiik^ care of themselves and their prop- 
erty, and a general cohtstemation spread through the city. 
About eight o'clock at night a part of the GaleemhofT 
was five feet under water, and the bridges of pontoons 
rose te a considerable height, so that the planks which 
connected them with the shores, presented on each side 
a formidable acclivity, which carriages of every descrip- 
tion surmounted by the uncommon skill and energy of 
the drivers and horses : their mode of reaching these 
almost perpendicular ascents was effected by lashing the 
horses, at a considerable distance, into a full, gallop, and 
by a great number of police officers and soldiers, who al- 
ways attend at the bridges on these occasions to prevent 
accidents, running behind and propelling the -carriage, 
or saving it from being dashed to pieces, by its nojt being 
able to turn the summit. Luckily the wind, the Neva, 
and the public apprehensions, subsided together, with- 
out any damage being done. 

The change enabled our party to visit the Academy 
of Sciences, a noble building, situated on the north side 
of the Neva, in Vassilli-Ostroff, After passing thitJugh 
the library, whose damp walls were feebly lighted from 
above, and where there is nothing but some Tartarian 
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ihanuscripts worthy of detaining^ the attention of a trav- 
eller, we entered the museum of natural curiosities, in 
which the principal objects were various parts of the hu- 
man frame, foetuses, mbcarriages, and births, from the 
first impregnation to perfect birth, monsters human and 
animal, and a variety of most odious and disgusting et 
ceteras, in pickle. The skin of the Heyduc, or favor- 
ite servant of Peter the Great, is here, stretched upon a 
. wooden image of his size, which shews that the man must 
have been six feet and a half high, and that nature had 
furnished him with a skin nearly as thick and impenetra- 
ble as that of the rhinoceros's hide. In the gallery above 
was a Lapponian dog-sledge ; the habiliments of a Sibe- 
rian magician, or gipsey, principally composed of a 
great number of iron rings and drops placed upon a 
wooden statue ; several presents from the undaunted and 
enterprising Captsdn Cook, and a variety of stuffed birds 
and animals. In the room of Peter the Great was a wax 
figure of his height, which was above six wet, resemb- 
ling him in form and face, and dressed in one of his full 
suits: in an adjoining cupboard were. bis hat, pierced 
with a bullet at Pultowa, breeches that wanted repair, 
and stockings that required darning. In another room ~ 
were his turning machines, with which he used to relax 
himself ; cupboards filled with brazen dishes of his em- 
bossing, and spoons and platters, of his turning : in short, 
all the curiosity which the merest trifies of great genius 
generally excite, is, in this instance, destroyed by their 
abundance. In every public garden, or building, there 
is a profuse display of his clothes, arras, or culinary 
utensils : if a twentieth part of them were burnt, the 
remainder would be more worthy of notice. How sin- 
gular is it, that cotcmporary genius never excites our at- 
tentions, and awakens our feelings, so forcibly as that 
which is departed I In contemplating a great man, the 
mind's eye reverses the laws of vision, by magnifying 
the object in proportion as it recedes from it. Upon the 
basement story is a very curious mechtinical writing- 
desk, by Roentgen, a German, of Neuwied, presentedL 
to the Academy by Catherine, who gave twenty-five 
thousand rubles for it. Upon touching aiipring, a varie- 
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ty of dra^vrers By out, a wti&ig-desk expands, and boxes 
fer letters and papers rise. A part of the n^aclutnery 
may be set so, that if any person were to attenspt to 
touch any of the private recesses appropneikted for mc^ 
ey, or confidential papers, he would be surprised by a 
beautiful ttme, which wo^ld give due iwtice to the own* 
er. We were told that, in the Academy, are to be aedi 
tnoon-stones, or blocks of native iron, which, it is con- 
jectured by the learned, must have bee^ cast from the 
volcano of sofi|e planet. They were not ^eWTi to us ^ 
but several of these phenomena are to be ifaet with in 
different parts of Russa. It seems hdst^ to iSbt laws of 
Ig^vitation, that a «a)gle atcnn should be liMe to -swerve 
from its planet. 

Adjoining the Academy is a pavilion con^aimng the 
Gottorp globe, eleven feet in diameter from pole to pole : 
the concavity is marked vdth the stars and constellations, 
end is capable of holding several persons : as some ladies 
of our party ventered in, upon the exhibitor turning the 
globe on its axis, we were more sensibly impressed with 
the idea of the motion of the heavenly bodies. 

In the evening after the opera, a party of us set off to 
the camp, and passed the night in our carriage, in order 
to be present at the review, which commenced the next 
day at eight o'clock. After getting a comfortable break- 
fast in a Cossac hut, we proceeded to the ground. The 
manoeuvres commenced in a village about three miles off, 
where a sharp cannonading took place. The contending 
armies, consisting of about fifteen thousand men each, 
the one headed by the Emperor, and the other by Gen- 
eral , began to move towards each other, in a vast 

valley, and halted within half a mile of each other, when a 
tremendous discharge of artellery took place, and firing 
of different parties was kept up all the time, at distances 
of five and six miles. Here the manoeuvres of tliat day 
concluded, and we returned home to a late dinner. 

It was now the second of September, N. S. and the 

summer began to give tokens of rapid decline : the lamps 

but feebly supplied that light which, not even many days 

before, gave to the evening the character ijf a mild mid- 
day. 



^ 
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' We' were much' gratified in visidng, by an express ap- 
pointment, a nursery of future heroes, called the second 
Imperial Cadet Corps, in which seven hundred children 
are« educated and medn^ned, as gentlemen, for the pro- 
fession of arms, at .the expense of the country. The go- 
vernor, a nobleman of high rank, and several of the of- 
ficers attached to the instiution, attendedus through the 
progressive schools: ► Every child follows his own reli- 
giDUS«p>ersfiasi#n, for which purpose there are a Lutheran 
and a Greek church under the same roof : the latter is sin- 
gularly elegant. The dormitories, as well as every oth- 
er part of the esbblishinent were renlarkably • clean and 
handsome, the pup^s having separate beds. In the 
store-rooms each boy's change o£ linen and clothes were 
very neatly folded up, and his name marked upon a tab- 
let over them. At one of the doors we saw some of these 
soldiers in miniature relieve guaixl. In the schools are 
taught mathematics, gunnery, mapping,' French, Ger- 
man, and Russian ; fencing and danchig, and every other 
science and accomplishment which can complete the 
soldier and the gentleman. We were present at their 
dinner, which is served at half past twelve o'clock. The 
dining-hall is two hundred feet long, by forty broad. 
Every table held twenty-two boys, for each of whom a 
soup and meat plate, a silver fork, knife, and napkin, and 
a large slice of wholesome country bread, were laid ; and 
at each end were two large silver goblets filled with ex- 
cellent quass : they have four substantial dishes three 
times a week, and three on the other days. All the boys, 
after marching in regular order from the respective 
schools, appeared at the several doors of the dining-hall| 
headed by their captains : upon the roll of the drum, 
they marched in slow time to their respective tables, 
forming three companies*of two h*undred each (the fuzi- 
leer company, composed of the sons of the soldiers, did 
not dine till afterwards) ; at the second roll they halted, 
faced^ and sat down : all their dishes appeared to be ex- 
cellent ; their uniform was bottle green, faced with red. 
Great attention appeared to have been paid to their man- 
ners^ by the d^corum'^d urb4nity which was displayed 
at their tables. The kitchens for soup, boiling, and roast- 

Y 
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ing were remarkably netft altbougli we ttw them just 
after dinner had been served up. There are several 
other cadet corps upon the same princely establishment^ 
and create in the mind of a stranger a high idea of the 
wealth and patriotic spirit of the empire. 

Afordgner should not quit Petersburg without see* 
ing the ca&net of jewels and fur% contain^ in a sufierb 
bmlding in .the Grand PerapectiTe : hei^ the clocks^ 
gilded and bronze omuneiits of the palace of Siont 
Michael, are deposited, all of which are very magnifi- 
cent ; there are also massy balustrades and tables of 
solid silver. Amongst the jewelli^y I tms much pleas- 
ed with several beautiful watches,^ upon the backs of 
which were little figures, some in the act of anglmg 
and drawing up little fish ; others cookmg meat, pump- 
ing, 9tt)|I rocking cradles ; in otiliers little cascsxleaof 
glass were ^et in motion. There was a profusion of 
magnificeut diamond snuff-boxe% starsy &c. fbr imperial 
presents. 

In«the apartments taelow wa§ the museum of furs, 
where we saw several. pelkses maib of tiny dorsal slips 
of the black fox, vakied «ach a^ ten« thousand pounds. 
This animal, a native of Siberia, is so rare and so small, 
that one of these pelisses cannot be made in less than 
ten years, and they are then psdd to the Emperor in lieu 
of money, as tributes from different provinces. These 
are geper^lly presented upon some great national occa- 
sion to crowned heads. There ave also fine collections 
of sables and other furs, many of which are annoaily 
sold. ' / , 

As I have mentioned these tributes, it may be proper 
here to observe, that Jhe imperial, revenues chiefly arise 
from the poll tax, the'<crown and» church lands, the duties 
on export and import, 4)rofits of the mint, the Excise up- 
on salt) the sale of spiritous liquors, postKifBces and post- 
ing« The proprietors of houses, as well natives as 
foreigners, pay in lieu of all, other taxes, and in discharge 
from the odibous burthen of mmntaining soldiers, to 
which they were formerly liable, a duty of one4ialf per 
cent, ad valorem^ .upon the house, and a- ground rent 
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which vaEies according to looal advantages, forjCTerf 
square fathom. ^ ' 

Of cottrse, I dkl Bot ksve the capital without seeing 
Zassko Zelo, the most magnificent ftfihe country pala* 
ces, about twenty-four versts ftt>m « Petersburg. The 
entramse to it is through a forest^ under 'a l^fty &i*ch of 
artificial rock^ surmounted with a Chinese- w^cb* tower ; 
idter which we passed a Chinese town, whtre the enor- 
mous imperial pile, consisting of three storiesi otie thou^ 
sand two hundrad feet' long, opened upon us. It was 
built by Catherine I. ; embellished and barbarously gilt 
by Elittbeth) lyid greatly beaudfied^d modernized by 
the late Empress. iVmongst the numerovft rooms fitted 
-up in the style of andient magnificence, the amber- 
Toomy a vast apartmient, entirely Iine<i with pieces of 
that valuable fossil bitumen, present^ by Frederidlt Wil- 
liam I. 'to Peter the Great, but not put up till the reign 
wof Biizabeth. On« ef^e pieces of anaber ^pressed in 
rude characters, by its veins^ the year in which it wa* 
prvisented* ^> ' / •"* "^ ^ 

The apartments^ arhich Catkepine has fitted up an^ 
embellished, display th^-lughost tostb and profusion of 
expense ; the floor of oiie of these rooms was inlaid \<4th 
mother-of-pearl, representing a variety of flowers and 
elegant figures ; but I was most pleased with h^r twb 
celebrated chambers of entire glass, which in novelty 
and beauty exceed all description. The side^ and cid- 
ings of these rooms were formed of pieces of thick glass» 
about a foot square, of a cream and paje bkte color, con- 
nected by fine frames of brass ricHlf ^Wed*. In the 
centre, upon steps of glass rose a divai), above which 
was a vast mirror, and on each sid^^ '^eje slender pil}ars 
of light blue glass that suppoi^Pifl . an elegant canopy. 
Behind the mirror was a rich stat^; bed. Even the doors, 
sopfaas, and chairs, were of colored glass, elegantly 
shaped, and very Ught. 

From the rooms we entered a vast terrace under ai 
colonnade, and proceeded to the baths, which are lasting' 
monuments of the taste of Mr. Cameron, the imperial 
architect. They contain a suite of superb rooms, one of 
which is entirely composed of the richest agates and por- 
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phyry ; in this saloon were two pieces in mossic, the 
most brilliant and beautiful I ever beheld; Near the 
baths is a vast terrace upon arches9 with a central cover- 
ed gallery of great extent, capable at all times of afford- 
ing either a cool or a sheltered promenade. . Upon this 
terrace are a great number of fine busts of distinguish- 
ed men ; amongst others was a copy of that of Mr. Fox, 
in bronze, placed on the kft of Cicero. As I contem- 
plated the head of the Bsitish orator, I secretly protested 
against his situation, and .was endeavorkig to give him 
the rights when a terrified attendant and hi« companion 
ran up to me, and^e vented me from performing tliis 
act of justice. * . 

In the gardens which are extensively and very taste- 
fully laid out by the late and present Mr. Bttsh, fether 
, and sc^, to whom the care of these gardens and hot- 
iiouses havM^een successively committed, we saw the 
Hermitage, in the first floor of ^'^i;^lich the late Emipress, 
and a select party of her friends, used to dine without at- 
tendants, for which purpose sh^ had a table constructed 
of most complicated njachinery, at a great expense, 
through which the covers descended and rose by means 
of a great central trap-door, as did the plates through 
cylinders. The party was by this means supplied with 
every delicacy, without being seen or heard. Thetna- 
chinery below filled a large room, and at first made n>e 
. think I was under the stage of a theatre : thisiwas anoth- 
er of Catherine's playthings. As we moved throjjgh the 
grounds, we were struck with a rostrsd column, raised 
to Feoddr (Moffibr the conquest of the Morea : a mar- 
ble obelisk to Roman tzoff, for his victories near Kagul ; a 
marble pillar, on a pedestal of, granite, to Orloff Tckes- 
minskoi ; and the p^adian bridge, formed in Siberia, 
anS erected here ovef^a branch of the lake : it is simi- 
lar to that at Lord Pembroke's* In a retired part is an 
Egyptian pyramid, behind which are several tombs, 
erected by the late Empress to the memory of her fa- 
vorite dogs : amongst these I copied tlie following, tl^ 
composition of Catherine. 
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Cigit 

DdGkessee, 

la fidifle compagnfe 

de 

Sir Tom. Anderson. 

£ik le suivk en Russe 

l*an 1776. 

Mm6 et respeote 

par sa nombrensc post^rit^ 

eHe d^ceda en 1782, ag6e de 15 atitt, 

iaissant 115 desctnidans 

tant levriers ({ue leirettes. 

There is a small ««perb palace^ within about t>vo 
hundred yards of Zarsko ZelQ, Iwiilt by the late Empress, 
for her grandson Alexander. Some of the rooms are of 
marble, and very magnificent. At Zarsko Zelo there 
are no inns, but the hospitality of Mr. Bush, the Eng- 
lish gardener, prevents this incotivenience from being 
fch by any foreigner, who is respectably introduced to 
him. In censequence of a letter from our ambassador, 
we were very handsomely received, and entertained by ' 
Mr. Bush, in whose house, in the life-time of his fathw, 
the following whimsical circumstance occurred. When 
Joseph II. Emperor of Germany, to whom every ap- 
pearance of show was disgusting, expressed his inten- 
tions of visiting Catherine II., she offered hini apart- 
ments in her palace, which he declined. Her Majesty, 
well knowing his dislike to parade, had Mr. Bush's 
house fitted up as an inn, with the sign of a Catherine^ 
wheel, below which, appeared, in German characters, 
« The Falkenstein Arms," the name which the Empe* 
ror assumed. His Majesty knew nothing of the ingen- 
ious and attentive deception, till after he had quitted Rus- 
sia ; a number of very laughable occurrences took place. 
When the Emperor once went from Vienna to Moscow, 
he preceded the royal carriages to order the horses, as an 
tnmnt^caurierj in order to avwd the obnoxious pomp ancl 
ceremony which an acknowledgment of his rank would 
£ave awakened* 

' Z % 
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From Zarsko Zelo we set off for a town near the pal- 
ace of Gatchina, about eighteen versts from the former, 
where we arrived about eleven s^ night ; although so near 
an imperial residence, three of us were obliged at the 
inn to sleep upon straw, there being only one sopha va- 
cant : however, the palace and gardens compensated this 
little inconvenience. The former was raided by Gregory 
Orloff, and, on his death, pufichased by the late Em- 
press. The rooms were superb, amongst which were 
two of a crescent shape, richly furnished and ornament* 
ed ; and a chamber, the sopha, bed, canopy, cieling, and 
sides of which were formed of white callico> whilst over 
the latter projecting a little, was stretched a broad net- 
work of the same stuff, with roses in the centre of each 
divison : the effect was unique and very beautiful. The 
gardens were romantic and elegant. In a small Is^^e 
were a great number of beautiful gondolas and pleasure- 
boats ; and on a large space of water, a frigate of twen- 
ty-tWo guns, originally built to afford Paul, when a youth> 
some little notion of a man of war. With a Mr wind it 
is capable of sailing about one hundred yards. It is kept 
in good order, for the purpose of forming an agreesdble 
object, and on festive occasions is illuminated. 

From Gatchina we proceeded to Fauvoloffsky, another 
imperial chateau, built by Paul in 1780, and which, with 
Gatcliina, form the principal country residences of the 
Empress Dowager and the younger branches of the Im* 
perial family, who were tiiere at the time of our visit. 
Such a crowded court I never beheld ; every window 
seemed to be filled with faces, and every avenue with 
officers of the household, servants and cooks ; it was like 
a great bee-hive. We took only an hasty glance at the 
state rooms, which were fitted up in a style of gorgeous 
magnificence. The pannels of one of the apartments 
contained excellent copies of some of the exquisite In* 
dia views of Messieurs Daniels. In the Dowager Em- 
press' cabinet was a most elegant writing table^ the top 
of which was lined on each side with Chinese roses^ 
blowing, in vases sunk to a level with the surface. 

On the eleventh of September the Court, and all the 
people of Petersbui^ capable of waking, attended in 
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great pomp the celebration of the anniversary of their 
tutelar spiiit, Saint Alexander Nevsky. After perform- 
ing their devotion at the Kazan^ the Court, in grand pro* 
cession, in their state carriages, proceeded to the gate of 
the monastery (which I have before described), where 
they were received by the metropolitan and all the bish* 
ops in their full pontificals, adorned with pearls and dia- 
monds, and by the monks and choristers, who preceded ' 
the Imperial family, chaunting hymns, upon a raised 
platform, covered with scarlet cloth, to the church, where 
the efiect produced by their entrance was very sublime. 
They then proceeded to the silver shrine of the saint, 
which, after several prayers and hymns, as I was inform- 
ed, they kissed, for the ccowd was so great, that I could 
not see the whole of the ceremony ; after which they 
returned, and partook of some refreshments at the house 
of the archbishop. As soon as they had retired, some 
thousands of people flocked to the shrine of Saint Alex- 
ander, and to another of the Virgin adjoining, to tftuch 
them with their lips. 

As the Empress Dowager passed, the musheeks or 
common boors said to one another, <' There goes our 
*' good motheij." All the male Russians, of equal degree 
in rank, address each other by the name of brat, or 
brother ; which is also used by any one speaking to his 
inferior. The Emperor calls his subjects brats. A 
friend of mine heard Paul one day say to a bearded 
workman, *' My brother take care, the ice is too thin to 
*' bear you." When the low address their superiors they 
say batushka moia, " my father." Very near the mon- 
astery is the glass manufactory, where the vast mirrors, 
for which Russia is so celebrated, are rolled. The es- 
tablishment resembles a little town : almost all the art- 
ists are Russians, andin their various departments dis- 
played great taste and ingenuity. 

From this place we' visited the hotel of the Prince 
Usupoff, a very noble edifice, but, like all the great 
houses of the nobility, presented a scene of uncommon 
neglect and dirt in the front and court yard ;. for exam- 
ple, several of the bix)ken windows of the basement 
story were filled ^ith hay, and in the yard lay offal-meat, 
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tiyxnen and traveUen were setting off for Berlin, I had 
the good fortune of being invited to join the party : to 
their barouch^I added a Swedish carriage, requiring on- 
ly one horse, to assist in the general conveyance. As 
this little carriage excited uncommon delight and wonder 
in some countries through which we passed, and lost all 
its popularity in another, as will be hereafter told ; and 
moreover as I gv^w attached to it in proportion as I saw 
its merits, and bdheld them at one time acknowledged, 
at another derided, I must be indulged in describing it 
A small body of railing with a seat for two persons, a 
liead of canvas, and a well for luggage, mounted upon 
two wheels about three feet high, and a shaft for one 
horse, composed the whole of this redoubted vehicle. 
In Russia^ everv traveller is obliged to purchase a travel- 
ling carriage, unless he is disposed to hazard a j^enenkl 
dialocation in a kibitka. 
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CHAPTER XX- 

Leave Peteraburgi^^The Httle Svt^de-^^dventure^at SireU 
na-^^J^arva'-^Bears^^Bede'^-'Dorfit'-^ TetUonic knighf^ 
and wfdmdcal revenge"^ Whipping of boorS'^^Brothers*- 
in4aW'^^CQurland^-^QleS''-^Me7nel^^^fi>erity ^f Prw* 
Stan drilling. , * 

IT is a great ol^^ect in quitting a great city, where you 
have strong ties to detain you, resolutely, to set off pit 
the appointed day for the commencement of one^s jouvV 
ney, be the hour what it niay, and even if you can proi 
ceed no further than one post. After a deley of Ibur- 
hours, occask>ned by the stupidity of the post-master, at 
eight o*tlock in the evening of the nineteenth of Septem- 
ber, N. S. the servants of our hospitable friends, Messrs. 
Vennings, who had been some time previously employed 
in filling every-crack and corner of the carriages with 
bottles of porter, claret, and all sorts of provisions, an- 
nounced that every thing was ready. As we all assem- 
bled in the court yard, my old companion Mishka, to the 
full stretch of her chain, stood on her hinder legs,' and 
seemed, in her rude way, for her voice was not the most 
musical, to regret my depaflrture, but upon my giving her 
some sugar, I found it an error of vanity, for she instant- 
ly ran into her house to enjoy it, and, as in the momenit 
of repletion neither Bruins nor Englishmen, nor perhaps 
any other being, like to be disturbed, I did not say with 
the song— 



** Give me thy paw, my bonny bonny bcwr,** 

but left her, to shake hands with those from whom we 
had received the most polite and kind attentions. My 
friend Captsdn Elphinstone insisted upon riding to the 
bridge with me, in the little Sv^de^ as he called it, where 
we parted with^mutual and genuine regret. 

The moon shone very bright. The little Russ driver, 
who sat on the shaft, unfortunately for my ears and the 
temperature of my mind, proved to be a great singer : 
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his shriU pipe never ceased till we reached Streloa, the 
first staee, where we proposed ^lee|»T^. 

As sw>A as we drove up to the door of a handsome mn, 
which owed its architectural consequence to theprox- 

* imitv of the Grand Duke Constantine's ccmntry pidace, 
the host told our servant, a German, he Jiad no room for 
us: upon which a voice from the top of the teni^, 
with Stentorian energy, exclaimed m Russ, " By tr-^ 
r Sere is n>om, the ientlemen ^hall be accommo^^d, 

- a or by to-morrow evening the Gr^d ^^^^e Coi^Wtine 
^all blow you all to the devil.*^ The translation of this 
extiS««^«-::<^..„^^j^g^^ioj^ we received afterwards, upon 
which a Russ offiT^^^ jj^^je flushed with the Tuscan 
grape, came down to us,<^^;,^gajji^ according to the cus- 
tom of the Continent, to kfexji^ggji round. When we 
had submitted to this detestable cei^-^o^y, he led, or rar 
ther drove us up stairs : lavishing upav,.-^||e master of the 
inn all the opprobrious epithets he could i><jiiec^ in had 
French ; ordered a handsome supper, and ^^\ sorts of 
wines ; pressed us by the hands, swore the Enjgiish were 
the finest fellows in the world, and again repeatei^ his Jov- 
ing kindness by another salutation : when one of ti^^e par- 
ty recoiling a little *from the violence of his friend^phip, 
he turned round, shrugged up his shoulders, and Un a 
most significant manner exclaimed, " My G^— d^ he daes 
« not kiss like a man !" After making a hearty supni.er. 
we ordered our bill, but the officer swore he would n^ui- 




by screaming several Russ sopgs 
which we begged to know the name of this strange crea 
ture, and presented him with a piece of paper and a pen- 
cil ; but after many ineffectual efforts, we plainly saw^ • 
« that his education had stopped before he had learnt to '^ 
<' read or write." Finding that we could get no beds, we 
ordered horses, travelled all night upon good roads, a"" 
arrived early the next morning to breakfast at Koskowa. 
All the post-houses beyond btrelna are kept by Ger- | 
mans ; for each horse we paid two copecs per y^^^^- , 
This part of Ingria formerly belonged to. the Swedes. 
The female peasantry wear a fiat bonnet of red silk ^^ I 
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goM bee, lat*ge ear-rings, a vest without aleeires, and 
cloth round their leg^ ; women, before their marriage^ 
wear their hair plaited, and hanging down ; the males are 
simpiy clad in sheeps' skins, with the wool inside. 

I would recommend every traveller to sleep at Jam- 
burg, one stage before Narva. At the former, the post-^ 
master told us he had no horses ; but the magic of a sil-; 
ver ruble discovered six, qmetly eating their hay intho 
stable, wluch speedily brought us over a wooden road to 
Narva, at rane o'clock in the evening, to a very com-« 
fortable iiin^ Here the Russ character began to subside ; 
Biost of the boors speak German. 

In the morning we were much gratified with contem- 
plating^ tbwny which the romantic heroism of Charles 
XII. of Sweden has for ever rendered celebrated. We- 
passed over the ground whercf on the 30th November, 
1700, Charles routed one hundred iIiousiokI Muscovites 
with eight thousand Swedes. History says, that upon 
the first discharge of the enemy's shot, a ball slightly 
grazed the King^s left shoulder ; of this he at the time^ 
took no notice : soon after his horse was killed, and a 
second had his head carriedigaway by a cannon*ball. As 
he was nimbly mounting the third.' *< Thfese fellows," 
says he, " make me exercise." His sagacity and hu» 
tnanity were auspicious in the disposal of his prisoners, 
who were five times his numbers : after they had laid 
down their arms the Ring^ retumed them their colors, 
and presented their officers with their swords, marched 
them across the river, und sent them home. I have 
^ heard of the humane policy of a British general, whd 
r finding, after a battle, that his prisoners greatly exceed- 
! ed his own troops in numbers, said not possessing the 
: local faculties that favored the Swedish conqueror, to 
j* prevent any ill consequences from a situation so em- 
: barrassing, he made every prisoner swidlow a copiou» 
' quantity of jalap, and then ordered the waistband of his 
^ bree€hes to be cut : by this aperient and harmless poli- 
cy, be placed four men under the irresistible control of 
onCi 

A a 
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The waterfalls are about an English mile from the 
town. At a distance, the trees, which hang over the val- 
ley through which the waters roll, were enveloped in 
mist. I should suppose these falls to be about three 
hundred feet wide, and their descent about seventeen. 
The weather at this time was delightful, resembling 
some of our finest days in May, In the evening we went 
to a play, performed by a strolling company of Ger- 
mans ; the hero of the piece was a young Eng&sh mer- 
chant decorated with a polar star on his left breast ; and 
another of the dramatis Persona was a drunken lady* 

We left Narva at seven the next morning, and enter- 
ed the province of Livonia. The roads were excellent, 
and the country beautiful : our horses small, plump, 
and strong ; and above we were serenaded by larks sing- 
ing in a cloudless sky. 0«t driyers wore hats covered 
with oil-skin, and woollen glpves ; and the German pipe 
began, to smoke. The little Swede excited the wonder 
and admiration of every livonian boor, who had never 
Ipefore beheld such a vehicle. In the evening things be- 
gan to assume a less pleasing aspect : as we approached 
the lake Fiepus, the roads J^^ame very sandy, and the 
country dreary. At the post-house at Kleinpnngern, 
we saw the skins of several bears han^g up to dry, 
and conversed with a party of hunters, who were going 
in pursuit of that animal, with which, as well as with 
wolves, the woods on esiidi *-^ide abound. Here let me 
recommend every traveller to take an. additional number 
of horses to his carriage, otherwise he will experience 
the inconvenience which attended us before we reached 
Rennapungen, tlie next stage. To the Httle Swede vre 
pBt two horses, to the barauche six ; all lean, miserable 
animals, wretch^41y J^mkled, and in this trim we started 
at nine o'clock in me evening, and, axeltree-deep in sand, 
"^G ploughed our way at the rate of two English miles 
an hour : at last our poor jaded cattle, panting and al- 
most breathless, after several preceding pauses, made a 
decisive stand in the d^pth of a dark forest, the silence of 
which was only interrupted by the distant howling of 
bears. Our drivers, after screaming in a very shrill 
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tone, as we were afterwards informed, to keep these ani- 
mals off, dropped their heads upon the necks of their 
hordes, and very composedly went to sleep : a comforta- 
ble situation for a set of impatient Englishmen ! Finding 
that the horses of the Uttle S'tvede began to prick their 
ears after three quarters of an hour's stoppage, I and my 
companion awoke our postilion, and ordered him to pro- 
ceed, that we might send fresh horses for the other cari 
riage. To our surprise we jogged on tolerably well, 
reached Rennapungen in about four hours, and dispatch- 
ed fresh horses for our friends, who rejoined us at five 
o'clock in the morning. 

When I entered the inn at this place, two Russian 
Counts, and their suite, occupied all the beds ; so I 
mounted an old spinnet, and with a portmanteau for a 
pDIow, and fatigue for opiate, went to sleep, until the 
travellers, who started very eat'ly were gone, when I got 
into a bed, which the body of a Coupt of the empire had 
just wanned. This circumstance reminded me of the 
answer of a chamber-maid, at an inn at Exeter, who, ui> 
on my reqi^esting to have a comfortable bed, observed^ 
" Indeed, Sir, you cannot have a better one than the one 
<* I have secured for you ;'* and, by way of recommenda- 
tioal, added, " I^ord B  , who arrived from Lisbon 
«' sdDout ten days since, died ia it two nights ago." 

The following day we passed through a country which, 
no doubt, was a perfect Paradise in the estimation of the 
race of Bruins ; to whom I left its unenvied enjoyment, 
to sit down to a comfortable dinner at Nonal, the next 
stage, having abundantly replenished our stock of pro- 
-visions at Narva. After skirting a small portion of the 
Piepus lake, a vast space of water, eighty versts broad, 
and one hundred and sixty long,* we amved at Dorpt, 
which stands upon a small river that communicates with 
the lake. The town is extensive, has several good streets 
and handsome houses, and is celebrated for its universi- 
ty, in which there are twenty-four professors, and one 
hundred and forty students, one-third of whom are no- 
ble. Upon the summit of a hill *that commands the 
town? are the remains of a vast and ancient abbey, which 
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was founded by the knights of the Teutonic Order, now 
Tepairingfor the reception of the university library : the 
palace of the Grand Master occupied the spot where the 
fortifications are building. The Teutonic Order was es- 
tablished in the twelfth century, and declined in the fif- 
teenth. In a crusade against Saladin, for the recovery of 
the Holy Land) a great number of German volunteers 
accompanied the Emperor Barbarossa: upon lyhpse 
death his followers, who had distinguished themselves 
on that spot where, several centuries afterwards, it was 
destined that Sir Sidney Smith, with unexampled hero- 
ism, should plant the British standard before Acre, elect- 
ed fresh leaders, under whom they performed such feats 
of valor, that Henry, king of Jerusalem, the Patriarch, 
Mid other Princes, instituted an order of knighthood in 
their favor, and were ultimately placed under the pro- 
tection of the Virgin Mary : in honor of whom they rais- 
ed several magnificent structures at Marienborg, or the 
city of the Virgin Mary, near Dantaag. ^erwards 
growing rich, they elected a Grand Master, who wa§ in- 
vested with sovereign prerogatives : by the bulls that 
were granted in their favor, they were represented as pro- 
fessing temperance and continence ; virtues which, no 
' doubt, were religiously observed by soldierSyBXtd trabeU 
hd men of gaHantry, 

The prison of Dorpt, in which a number of unfortu- 
nate creatures are immured) is a subterranean vault, 
damp, dark, narrow, and pregnant with disease and 
misery. To be confined in it is, in general, something 
worse than being sent to the scaffold ; for a lingering 
death is the. usual fate of the wretch upon whom its gates 
are closed. Hanway, in the name of justice and humani- 
ty, denounced this dungeon ; to the present Emperor 
some recent representations have been made upon the 
subject 5 they will not be made in vain to one who, glo- 
riously reversing the ordinary habits of beneficence, lis- 
tens with more fixed attention to the sounds of misery in 
proportion as they are distant and fiehlc. 

If a pebble be throW into a standing pool, it will dis- 
turb Its even surface from the centre to the extremities ; 
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hut if a stone be cast into the ocean^ it creates but a mo- 
mentary interruption, unfelt by the succeeding wave : 
thus will a petty occurrence agitate the tranquillity of a' 
small community) which would produce no sensation up- 
on expanded and active society. \ A trifle, not quite as 
light as air, a few days before our arrival, had rudely 
and unexpectedly shattered the peace and harmony 
which once reigpied in the academic bowers pf Dorpt. 
Professors were drawn out in battle array, and Vengeance 
assumed the mask of Learning. 

Two professors' ladies had had a violent dispute at 
cards, and unfortunately they lived opposite to each oth- 
er : one of them, upon a sunny day, when all things look 
clear and bright, ordered her maid, a plump, brawny^ 
Uvonian girl, whilst her opponent's husband, a grave 
and reverend gentleman, was looking out of his window, 
as a mark of scorn an^ -contempt, to turn her back to- 
wards him in her chamber, and exhibit le derriere de «a 
/lersonncj mnB voile. It was a Livonian thought : the 
social condition of the country, the rash infirmity of hu- 
man nature, the summary projects of pique, all plead 
for the urbanity of the lady, who only in this solitary in- 
stance forgot the dignity of her situation. All Dorpt 
was at first convulsed with laughter, save the parties 
concerned, and their immediate friends. The mqst eru- 
dite civiliiuis were sent for ; and after long and sagacious 
consultations, a bill was filed ag^ist the nustress and her 
maid, to which regular answers were put in, most ably 
drawn up. Nothing short of penance and excommunica- 
tion were expected. No doubt, this most imporJ;ant suit 
has been long since determined; and much do I regret, 
that ignorance of the decree prevents me from finishing 
the fragment of this curious event. Upon turning the. 
comer of a street, we beheld a sight at once shocking 
and humiliating tp the pride of man, a vast pile of skulls 
and bones of the terrific and ambitious knights of th^ 
Teutonic Order. In breaking up some cemeteries, for 
erecting the foundation of a new university, these wretch- 
ed remains were removed, that once formed the plumed 
and glittering warrior, who, 

A a 2 
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" " ' " with his beaver on. 

His cuisses on his thighs, gallantly arm'd. 
Rose from the ground like fcather'd Mercury ;^ 
And vaulted with such ease into his seat«. 
. As if an angel dropt down from the clouds.*' 

The students at the university seem desirous of retain- 
ing in their dress some traces of the martial founders of 
the town, by wearing great military boots and spurs, a 
common coat, and a leather helmet with an iron crest : 
a costume less appropriate could not easily have been im- 
agined. TJie peasant women of this province are very 
ordiitary, and wear huge pewter brcast-^juckles upon 
their neck handkerchiefs. 

At Uttem, the first stage, we found the governor of 
the province had ordered all the post4iorses for himself 
and suite, and was expected every hour to^retum from a 
singular species of service. It fippeared that an ukase 
had been passed considerably ameliorating the condition 
of the Livonian peasants, but the nature of it having 
been mistaken by three or four villages in the neighbor* 
hood of the post-house, they revolted. Twq companies 
of infantry were marched against them, and after flog- 
ging half a dozen of the principal farmers, tranquillity 
was restored, aijd we met the soldiers returning. 'This 
spirit of disaffection detained us at this post-house all 
night for want of horses. 

At night a Russkn, jjpparently of rank, of a power- 
ful and majestic ^gure, and elegant manners, arrived : 
aften-^ very agreeable conversation at breakfast, he de- 
parted j^arly in the morning for Moscow, to which <dty 
he gave us a cordial invitation :* the stranger proved to 
be Count P Z , who took the lead in the gloo- 
my catastrophe which occurred in the palace of Saint 
Michael. ' 

In all the post-houses is a tablet, framed and glazed> 
called the taxe, on which is printed the ^ttled price of 
provisions, horses, and carriages. Travelling still cwi- 
linued cheap, at the rate of , ten -pence English for eight 
horses for an English mile ; bUt. it was painful to see the 
emaciated state of these poor aiiimals. The roads still 
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continued dreadfully sandy ; ^e were seldom ^e to go 
above thc^ versts an hour. The little Swede, who over- 
turned us very harmlessly in the Sand, a little before we 
reached Wollemar, where we dined? still preserved her 
X)opolarity ; and, as modest simplicity frequently tri- 
umphs over presuming splendor, she diverted all the at- 
tention of the natives from her shewy .and handsome 
companion. Some English travellers, who followed and 
at length overtook us, became acquainted with all our 
vnovements from the impression which the moving won- 
der had excited. The post-drivers in Liyonia, Courlapd, 
and throughout Germany^ are called by every person 
Sch wagers, or brothers4ii-law. . In the last stage to Ri- 
ga we overtook a long line of little carts, about as high 
as a wheel-barrow, filled with hay or poultry, attended 
by peasants dressed in great slouched hats and blue jack- 
ets, going to market i the suburbs are very extensive. 
The tdwn is fortified, and is a place of great antiquity ; 
it is remarkable only for one thing, that there is nothing 
in it worthy of observation. The necessity of setting 
the washerwoman to work detained us here two days. 

It is necessary at this place to take a fresh coin : ac- 
cordingly we went to a money-changer's shop, of which 
there are several, where the man of money sat behind 
his counter, upon which were rouleaus of various coins, 
with whom we settled the matter premising that one du- 
cut was. worth three rubles and sixty copecs, in the follow- 
ing manner : ^ 

Fourortens, or Courland guldens, make one feinfer. 

Sixteen feinfers — _ --- one marc, 

Forty marcs _ — i _ one ferdinger, 

Eight ferdingers — — — one rix dollar, 

Two rix dollars «nd twelve ferdingers — one ducat. 

As we quitted the last gate at Riga, where we under-, 
went a tedious examination of passports, we crossed the 
Duna, a river which penetrates a great way into Poland, 
and supplies all these parts with the natural treasure of 
that country j part of tHe bridge which is built of fir, 
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fioatsupQti the water, and part rests upon sand in the 
shallows ; the whole is lerel and very long. ^ peasant 
driving by us with improper velocity, an officer ordered 
him to stop, and flogged him with a large thick whip. 

The country to Mittau, which is twenty-eight miles 
from Riga, is very luxuriant and gratifying. As this 
road is much travelled, we bargained with a man, who 
let out horses at Riga, to furnish us with six, which 
were excellent, and two skilful drivers, to carry us 
throughout to Memel. Although this part of ancient 
Poland, an^ the province of Livonia, constitute the gran- 
ary of the north, we frequently found the bread intolera- 
ble ; it seemed as if to two pounds of rye, one pound of 
sand had been added. We reached Mittau, the capital 
of Courland, in the evening ; the first object that an- 
nounced the town was the vast, inelegant, neglected pal- 
ace of the late sovereigns of Courland, built of brick, 
stuccoed white, standing upon a bleak eminence, un- 
graced by a single shrub or tree. A great part of this 
ponderous pile vras some years since burned down ; a 
Dutch officer obtsdned a contract for rebuilding it ; and 
having got drunk every day upon the profits of his coarse 
and clumsy ignorance, died, leaving behind him the 
whole of the southern side of this building as his appro- 
priate monument. Courland has been for some years 
incorporated with Russia, a junction which was mana- 
ged by force tind finesse. The late Empress insidiously 
excited a dispute between the Courlanders and Livoni- 
ans, respecting a canal which was to transport the mer- 
chandise of Courland into^-Xivonia ; at which the Cour- 
landers revolted, and soi%ht the protection of Catherine : 
upon which she sant for the reigning Duke, to consult 
with him at Peffersburg ; scarcely had he passed the 
bridge of Mittau before the nobility hcld^ meeting, and 
detennined to put the country und^r the care of Cather- 
ine. At this assembly some disputes arose, and swords 
were drawn, but the presence of the Russian general, 
Pahlen, instantly decided the matter : the poor Duke 
heard of the revolution at Petersburg. Mittau is a long, 
straggling, ill-built town, and mo^ wretchedly paved. 
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Oq the-eyening of our arrival there was a great fair, and 
at i»ght, abaut a mile from the town, some excellent 
£re-works took place, which to enable them more dis* 
tinctly tO'See, two old Kadles, who stood next to me on 
the bridge, brought out their /bnMom*. At several of the 
inns we saw people regaling themselves with beer spup^ 
a great dainty in this country and in many parts of Ger- 
many ; it is composed of beer, yolks of eggs, wheat an4 
sugar, boiled together. We departed from Mittau the 
next morning, and passed through the most enchanting 
forest scenery, composed of pines, aspins, dak, nut-treeS) 
mid larch ; at some distance we saw a wolf cross the 
road. Upon quitting the luxuriant fields, and rich and 
cheerful peasantry, of the ci'deH^cmt duchy of Courland^ 
a number of wooNden cottages with high sloping roofs> 
and rows of crosses, about fifteen feet high, with large 
wooden crucifixes ailixed to them, rsdsed on the road 
side, and peasants with fur caps ani short pelisses, an- 
nounced that we were in that part of Poland which fell 
to the Russians in the last partition ; a mere slip of land, 
not broader than ten Enji^lish mi)es. As we did not 
penetrate into that interesting country, I had not a per- 
sonal opportunity of ascertaining whether the Poles, now 
that the first shock of separation and national extinction 
is over, are more happy than they were before their final 
dismemberment. However, I was assured by a very 
intelligent friend, who had recently returned frora a tour 
thrbugh the heart of Poland, that the condition of the 
people, most unjustifiable as the means employed were, 
is considerably ameliorated ; an assurance which may 
the more readily be believed, when it is considered that, 
as a nation, their constitution was radically mischievous, 
and that their political atmosphere, was aever free from 
storm and convulsion. It has been said, that the great 
patriot, and last defender of Poland, has declared, since 
her fate has*1>een decided, that it was better for his coun- 
try to be thus severed, and pfaced under the various pro- 
tections of other powerful governments, than to remain 
an eternal prey to all the horrors of an elective mon- 
archy, 'baronial tyranny, and intestine dissension. At 
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Polangen, celebrated for the amber found in its neigh' 
borhoodf we reached the barrier of the Russian ehipire ; 
a Cossac of the Don, who stood at a circular sentry -boxy 
by the side of a stand of perpen&icular spears, let slip 
the chain, the bar arose, and we dropped into a deep road 
of neutral aand^ and at the distance, of about an English 
xmle and a half stopped to contemplate two old weather- 
beaten posts of demarkation, surmounted with the eagles 
of Prussia and Russia, badly painted, where, after we 
had, in mirth, indulged ourselves in standing at the same* 
time in both countries, we placed ourselves under the 
wing of the Prussian eagle, and arrived to a late dinner 
at Memel. 

Here we found an eiccellent inn* To our landlady 
one of the gentlemen said, '^ I wish to change some xno- 
" ney, and should like to speak to your hu&and.** ." If 
" you do, you had better go to the church-yard,** fUoA his 
relic, who was herself apparently dying of a dropsy. Me- 
mel is a large commercial town, lying on the shores of 
tlie Baltic, most wretchedly paved, and for ever covered 
with mud ; yet the ladies figured away in nankeen shoes 
and silk stockings, and displayed many a well-turned an- 
kle. In the citadel, which commands an agreeable view 
of the town, we saw the prisons, which appeared to be 
very wretched. The men, and shocking to tell, the wo- 
men also, were secured by irons fastened between the 
knee and calf of either leg. Upon my remonstrating 
with the gaoler, who spoke a little English, against the 
unnecessary cruelty, and even indecency, of treating his 
female prisoners in this manner, he morosely observed, 
^< that he had more to apprehend from the women than 
" <he men : that the former were at the bottom of all 
*^ mischief, and therefore ought to be ever more guarded 
« against." 

We waited at Memel two days, in hourly expectation 
of the wind changing, that we might procee^to Xoning- 
berg by water, instead of wading over a tract of moun- 
tainous sand, eighty English miles long, and not more 
than three in breadth in its broadest part, called the Cu- 
riche Haff, that runs up within half a mile of Memel, 
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and divides the Baltic from an immense space of water 
which flows within one stage of Koningberg. During 
this period, I every day attended the parade and drills, 
and was shocked at the inhuman blows which upon every 
petty occasion, assailed the backs of the soldiers, not 
from a light supple cane, but a heavy stick, making eve-> 
ry blow resound. My blood boiled in my veins, to sec 
a little deformed bantam officer, covered with, almost 
jextinguished by, a huge cocked hat, inflicting these dis- 
graceful strokes, that, savagely as they were administer- 
ed, cut deeper into the spirit than the flesh, upon a portly 
respectable soldier for some trivial mistake. I saw no 
such severity in Russia, where some of the finest troops 
in the world may be seen. I observed, not only here 
but in other parts of Prussia, that every soldier is pro- 
\ided with a sword. The river which runs up to the 
town from the Baltic, -vas crowded with vessels ; the 
market-boats were filled with butter, pumkins, red on- 
ions, and Baltic fish in wells. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Desolate scent^^^EngEah sailor norecked'^Konmngberg'^ 
Beauty in hoots-^Frussian roads-^^The celebrated rtdna 
of Manenbourg-^^EarUzig^'-^Coquetry in a box-^Inhos* 
fiUiiUfy — ^ German Jew^-^The little grocer-^Dutch vi* 
car of Bray^^^Vevsea to a pretty Dmitzicker, 

AS the wind sheiyed no disposition to change inr our 
f?.vor, we embarked with our horses and carriages, 
in the ferry-boats, and proceeded on the Curiche Haff : 
by keeping the right wheels as much as we could in the 
Baltic, which frequently surrounded usj we arrived at the 
first post-house, which lay in the centre of mountains of 
sand. Here we learned that some preceding travellers 
had carried away all the horses, and accordingly our hos- 
tess recommended us to embark with our vehicles in a 
boat whicn is kept for such emergences, and proceed by 
the lake to the next stage ; which advice we accepted, 
and were indebted to a ponderous fat young lady belong- 
ing to the post-house, who waded into the water, and, 
turning her back towards us, shoved us off from the 
beech. We set sail with a favorable light breeze, which 
died away after we had proceeded about seven English 
miles, when we put into a creek before a few little wretch- 
ed fishing huts, under the roof of which with cocks, 
hens, ducks, pigs, and dogs, we passed an uncomfortable 
night : just as we were lying down an English sailor en- 
tered the room, with a face a little grave, but not dejected, 
to see, as he said, some of his countrymen, " hoping no 
« offence s" the poor fdlow, we found, had been wrecked 
a few nights before, on the Baltic side of this inhospita- 
ble region. After hearing his tale and making a little 
collection for him, we resigned ourselves to as much 
sleep as is allotted to those who are destined to be attack- 
ed by battalions of fleas. In the morning we could ob- 
tain no post-horses, the wind was against us, and at least 
eight English miles lay between us and the post-house. 
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Hoping^ for some fertupate change, I resohred to look 
about- tne, and after considerable&tigue, ascended one of 
those Tast sandy summits vhich characterize this cheer- 
less part of the globe : from the top, on one side, lay the 
Baltic, and on its beach the cordless m^sts and hull of a 
wreck,, high and dry ; on the dther, the lake which had 
borne us thus far, and before and behind a line of moun- 
tains of sand, many of them I should suppose to be a 
hundred feet high, over whose sparkling surface the eye 
cannot wander for two minutes together mthout expe- 
riencing the same sensations of pain as are felt upon con- 
templating snow : below, in a bladeless valley, stood two 
wretched howes, almost skeletons^ scarcely making any 
shadow in the sun : the natives of this sandy desert, we 
were afterwards informed by a respectable authority, eat 
live eels dipped in salt, which they devour as they 
writhe with anguish round their hands. The whole of 
this hideous waste looked like the region of famine. 

A shift of wind springing up, we ventured once more 
upon the lake ; and after a little fair sailing, we were 
driven, in our little open boat, where there was scarcely 
room for the helmsman to steer, nearly out of sight of 
land ; the wind freshened to a gale, and the rain fell 
heavily : at last when we had renounced all sanguine 
expectations of ever touching land aguin, a favorable 
breeze sprang up, and about ten o'clock at night wc 
reached the quay of the post-house called Nidden, and 
after supping, were shewn into a large gloomy room 
to our cribs, where wc were surrounded by at least four- 
teen sleeping damsels, lying with their clothes on, in 
iilth and coarseness, fit to be the inamoratas of the coal- 
heavers of London. The next morning, as we weue 
preparing to start we were presented with an enormous 
bill, which made us feel like the Clown in As You Like 
It, when he exclaims, « It strikes a man more dead than 
*' a great reckoning in a little room." This impositioir^ 
after much altercation, we successfully resisted. 

As we approached Koningberg the country assumed 
a more agreeable aspect ; at the inns we found better 
accommodadons, and met with what to us was a great 

B b 
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treat, excellent potatoes, a vegetable which htfs^nty been 
introduced into the north within these twenty years. It 
is scarcely possible to conceive the dreadful state of the 
ix>ads during the last stage from Mulsen : it was a suc- 
cession of pits. On the tenth of October we saw the 
spires of Koningberg, and after passing the place of exe- 
cution, where three posts were standing, surmounted 
with wheels, upon which mal^ctors are exposed^' we 
entered the ancient capital of Prussia Proper ; as we 
were proceeding tOirihe Ditchen Hause, a noble hotel, 
we passed a vast aatiqiie and gloomy pile of red biick ; 
one of my companions |Nronounced it to be either the 
gaol or the palace ; it proved t» be the latter, and to be 
inhabited by the governor^ in. the church adjmning, 
Frederick the Great was crowned. The. city was first 
founded in 1255 ; is extensive, having fourteen parishes; 
the streets are narrow, terribly paved, and have no foot- 
path ; almost every woman I. saw was handsome, and 
wore great thick boots, and a black ribbon tied in a bow 
in the front of their caps. We were obliged to stay 
here two days, on account of the wheels of the little 
Swede having presented a strong disposition to renounce 
a circle for a square. The parade exhilnted three fine 
regiments : previous to their forming the line we were 
again shocked with several instances of the severity of 
Prussian drilling. The King of Prussia scarcely ever 
visits this city. The trade is very considerable : one 
thousand vessels sailed last year into its ports. The 
liver Pregel, which is here rather shallow, was crowded 
with market boats, filled with fish, butter, bread, plumbs, 
and Bergamot pears. I was present at a marriage cere- 
mony in one of the reformed Catholic churches, which 
was very simple : the priest joined the hands of the 
couple, and addressed them extemporaneously with con- 
siderable eloquence, as it was explained to me, invoking 
them to constancy, to love and cherish each other. 
The young bride and bridegroom seemed much affected, 
and shed many tears. 

Upon my return to the inn, where it was again my 
fate, in common with the rest of the party, to sleep ia 
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the baB-room, I found a little gentleman with a neat bob- 
-wig^ a^narrow rim of a beard,, jyst sufficient with hi^ 
features to denote that he was a member of the syna* 
gogue ; the object of his visit was to change our money 
for a new currency, as under ; 

Twenty-four groschen, or ninety kleine, or three gulder$ 
or thirty ditchen, are #qual to - - one dollar. 
Three dollars and four groMchen - f one ducat. 
The price of posting is ten groschen. per horse, per one 
German mile, or four English miles send a half. 



■.«»■ »» 



A courier having arrived t& sec^e about a hundred 
post-horses for the new married couple, the Grand 
Duchess of Russia and the Prince of Saxe Weiijiar and 
suite, who were on their route from Russia to-. Weimar, 
we lost not a minute to put ourselves in motion ; and the 
Httle Swede^ who began now to be much despised, being 
completely repaired, we reached Frauemborg th^ next 
evening, where we stopped the carriage at the foot of an 
almost perpendicular hill, crowned with a vast extensive 
edifice of red brick, including a monastery and a Catholic 
church : it was dusk as I ascended this height, from 
which there was a fine view of the luxuriant country 
through which we had passed, and immediately below 
us a wide-spreading beach and the sea. One of the 
monks conducted us to the church, which is very large, 
and the awfulnessof the scene was increased by the mys- 
terious gloom which pervaded every part of this massy 
pile : we had only time to see the tomb of Copernicus, 
whose remains, we were assured, repose under a plain 
stone slab which was shevm to us upon the pavement. 
At the last stage, to my great regret, a majority of the 
party resolved upon seeing Dant^g. 

It is impossible for an Englishman who has never left 
his own country, to form any notion of the Prussian roads 
in general, particularly of that which lay before us to 
Elbing : I cannot say tiiat we moved by land or by water, 
but in a skilful mixture of both, through which we 
waded, axletree-deep, over trees laid across each other at 
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imeqiial distances. To compteia vouU be uoefess ; 
iiioTcover) the most terrible of joltings, , eveiy atilmite 
thfestemng a general di^locatien, would hazard the 
vepining tongue being severed by the teeth. 

We reached Elbing to breakfast : a very neat town, 
not unlike a swaUow's nest, which is within very comfor- 
taUe, and without nothing but sticks and mud. Conside- 
rable commerce is carried on, and the appeatsmce of the 
people is respectable, prosperous, and happy. The fruit 
and vegetable sellers carry their articles in little pails, 
suspended at the «mds of a curved stick, like the milk 
women of London. The houses are very smgular ; but, 
as they resemble those of Dantzig, one description will 
be sufficient. 

The post from Ellnng to Marienbourg is nineteen 
English miles, a tremendous long sti^ ; indeed, an au- 
tumnal day's journey upon such roads, which were pre- 
cisely the same as those we had already passed, except 
that we had the variety of an endless row of shabby som- 
bre w&low pollards. Our poor horses halted several times, 
when they had a copious libation of water, but noth- 
ing els(s. The German postilions sei&m to think with Dr. 
Sangrado, that nothing is so nouri^ing as water ; and, 
what is more surprizing, the hors^ seem to think so too. 
I have seen a German horse driftk thjke large pails full, 
as fai^ as his driver could supply hiitf. ^To cheer our 
postilions, we gave them occasionalljr some snaps, or 
glasses of excellent brandy, that we hAd with us, which 
the fellows drank ; and, with a smile, seemed ready with 
Caliban to exclaim : 

** That's a brave god, and bears celestial liquor.** 

In the evening we reached Marienbourg, a small 
towi>once celebrated for being the principal residence of 
the Knights of the Teutonic Order, as I have before 
mentioned, who raised a castle, and several other struc- 
tures, in a style of unrivalled got^ic magnificence, in the 
twelfth century. To these hallowed remains, so treas- 
urable to the reflecting mind, Frederick |he Great, al- 
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though a professed admirer of antiquities and of art, 
paid no veneration: The hoary pile has been beaten 
down,. to furnish materials for ^uildidg Prussian bar- 
racks, hospitals, and magazines, a^.^ scarcely any vestige 
is left of this pride of ages but the chapel 2 in the win- 
4pM? of which, is a colossal wooden Virgin but little de- 
faced ; and, by her size and shape, entitled to associate 
with Gog and Magog, in the Guildhall of London. 

We were thirteen hours in reaching Dantadg from Ma- 
. rienbourj^, a distance of thirty English miles, through a 
country abounding with corn-fields, in one of which we 
counted nine bustards, each of them larger than a turkey. 
After passing several monasteries, beautifully embosom- 
ed in trees, and the suburbs of Dantzig, extending near- 
ly two English, miles, we reached the draw-bridge, and 
entered the capital of Pomerelia in the evening ; and, at 
the Hotel de Lirni Blanc^ which was very crowded at the 
time of our arrival, we were very glad to resume our old 
quarters, to which we appeared to have a travelling pre- 
scriptive right, a vast ball and card room. 

Nothing can exceed the fantastic appearance of the 
houses, which are very lofty, and have vast sloping roofs, 
the fronts of which ^e surmounted with lions, angels, 
sons, griffins, &(?. Tfihe windows are very large and 
square ; and the ofetsides of these edifices are generally 
painted with bfoMll or green colors, with great softness 
and variety : in the streets, which are wretchedly paved, 
and narrow, and, IF the atmosphere be damp, covered 
ankle-deep with mud, are several noble chesnut and wal- 
nut trees. The Rathhaus, or Hotel de Ville, is an ele- 
gant spiral structure of stone, with a variety of elaborate 
decorations, The prison is well arranged : on one side 
are felons ; and, on the other, the house of correction, 
where the women are separated from the men. The fe- 
male prisoners, many of whom were servants, sent by 
their masters or mistresses for misbehavior, to receive 
the discipline of the house, were employed in carding 
and spinning, and are obliged to produce, at the end of 
the week, a certain quantity of work ; or, in default, re- 
ceive a whipping: the prisoners looked healthy and 

clean. 

B b 2 
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The Lutheran chlirch i6 a noble structure : in one of 
the towers is a gloomy well, into which certain t)IBetiders 
ftgainst the catholic faith, many years since, «sed to be 
let down, and left to perish : the stirrups and ctKuns by 
which they descended were shewn to us. The Bourse 
is most whimsically decorated with a marble statue of 
Augustus III., king of Poland, models of ships, heayy 
carving^ in wood) and great dingy pictures. The Vistu- 
la, the iaf gest and longest river in Poland, after spring- 
ing ftom mount Crapach, on the confines of Silesia, and 
crossing Poland and Prussia, washes the walls of Dant* 
zig, and falls into the Baltic. Upon this river a stranger 
cannot fail being struck with the singular appearance of 
the Polish grain-boats, in shape resembling a canoe, ma- 
ny of which are eighty feet long, by fourteen broad, 
without any deck, and have a single elastic mast, taper- 
ing to the top, fifty, and even sixty, feet high, upon 
which they fasten a small light sail that is capable of be- 
ing raised, or depressed, so as to catch the wind, ^l?ove 
the undulating heights of the shores of the Vistula. We 
saw several store-hotrses of salt : the only salt merchant 
in the Prussian dominions is the King, who has the mo- 
nopoly. The exportations of com from this city are 
amazing ; and it may justly be considered as the grain 
depot of Europe. The exportation of grain, for the 
preceding year, amounted to thirtf-'Wuj' thousand one 
hundred and forty -nine lasts ; a last being equal to eigh- 
ty-four Winchester bushels : that of the year befwe to 
iifty-two thousand four hundred and sixteen. The peo- 
ple appear to be at length reconciled to the loss of their 
hanseatic sovereignty, and, having- no remedy, submit 
themselves without repining to the Prussian sceptre. 
Mirabeau, one of the most brilliant orators of his age, 
said, " that the Dantzickers, who, according to appear- 
♦' ances, supposed kings were hobgoblins, were so en- 
^ raptured to meet with one who did not eat their chil- 
« dren, that in the excess of their enthusiasm, they were 
« willing to put themselves, without restraint under the 
<* Prussian government." 
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On a Sunday mt^ visited the theatre, a handsome ro- 
tunda, where we saw, the great favoiite of the Germans, 
the tragedy of Mary Queen of Scots, hetween whom, 
and' the sanguinary EHzabethi the author effected an in- 
terview : there was no after-piece as usual. The form of 
the theatre before the curtain, was three parts of a circle ; 
said the scenery, dlresses, and decorations, were ail 
handsome. The grand drop scene, used instead of a 
cuitain, was sprinkled with gigantic heads, and had a 
Very strange and whimsical appearance. Nothing* could 
exceed the polite and profound attention paid to the bu- 
siness of the stage : if any one of the audience only 
whispered rather loudly, ^11 eyes were turned towards 
him, and a buz of general disapprobation made him si- 
lent. In the box, next to that in which I sat, was a lady 
of fashion, remarkably deformed ; in age, I should sup- 
pose, touching the frontier of desperation, dressed in a 
white robe, and a garland of artificial flowers ; to attract 
mofe notice, she was knitting a rich silk purse : the 
whole of the party exchanged frequent glances with her ; 
but, alas I had she known what was passing between the 
eye and the mind, our homage would not have proved 
very^acceptable. 

In Gfantzig, every^ thing partakes of that petty spirit 
which is, too qh^n engendered by traffic amongst small 
communities j>6iinftrcantile men. Heaven protect the 
being who visits. this city without a commercial com- 
mission I As we were walking by tiie Bourse, we request- 
ed a German Jew, who had the appearance of a gentle- 
man, to shew us the way to a commercial house to get 
some money exchanged ; upon which he offered to ac- 
company us. " We cannot, Sir,^thinkof troubling you : 
f* if you will only direct us, it will be sufficient," said my 
German friend and companion. « Oh ! Gentlemen,'* 
replied the descendant of Abraham, *^ I beg you will not 
" naentioii it ; you will of course pay me for my trouble 
" and I shall be happy to attend you. '* % 

Having parted with my friend, who proceeded to Ber- 
lin, I woat to Fare Wasser, with a view of embarking 
for Copenhagen^ which would have considerably curtail'^ 



308 NORTHERN SUMMER. [Chap. 21'. 

cd my journey to Husixm ; but the.win4 being ^^*f^* 
and Wowing a hurricane, and several English cap^, 
V ho were there, assuring me that it frequenUy conttnu- 
ed so for three weeks and a month together, after spend- 
ine three cheerless days in hopes that a change might 
take place, I returned to Dantzig, where, without kiiow- 
ine a human being, for this city was not ongmally in- 
S!d^ Tour n,ute, I presented myself at the <:ountt^- 
house of an elderly Englishman, a dem^n of Dantzig, 
and. in the presence of I host of clerks, detaled my sto- 
mal .^quested that he would be so obhging as to pec^ 
m it one ^ them, who spoke English, to att^d me. a 
Few minutes to the post-house, that I ""S^t endeavor to 
overtake my friends. The hoary merchant, with an 
immoveable countenance, coldly looked at me, and brief- 
ly replied, .« It is our pd^t-^^X^^' without saying 
another word, returned to lus accSfl^i^;^^^* reimnaea 
me of Gadshill and the Carrier, in the firsf"^®* "^* 
ry the Fourtli : .^^^' 

^tthe 
" Gad. I pray thee, lend me thy lantern, to see my gilding in 

stable. 

" Car. Lend thee my lantern, quotha! Marry, I'U see thee hangei 

Ifeflt." 

This Englishman had grown old in the trafiic of Dant- ^ 
zig, and the generous spirit of his comiiry had been in- 
durated into the selfishness of accumulation. 

The little Swede was now in the lowest state of depre- 
ciation : the post-master thought her unworthy of being- 
drawn by a Prussian prancer, and absolutely refused to 
put a horse into the shafts ; at the same time he offered 
me a ducat that is nine shillings and sixpence^ for her. 
I would have set fire to her, sooner than that he should 
have had her. The god of gold seemed to have made 
this spot his favorite temple, to have constituted a bag of 
corn his chosen altar, and to have recorded his oracles in 
a ledger : the r»mparts of the town seem preserved only 
to repel hospitality and generosity. The Dantzickers keep 
a cash account of civilities, and never indulge in festivity 
without resorting to calculation. A calculating coun- 
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tenam^ under a &tle bob-wig, shining brushed cc»sked- 
hat that has seen geod service, a brown ooat, wsdstcoat 
and breeches of the sam^ color, worsted stockings,- a pair 
of shining little silver buckles, and an ivory-headed cane, 
denote the thrifty Dantzicker : the very beggar in the 
streets seems to expect a double propoition of bounty 
for his misfortune and fbr^the trouble of asking relief. 
As I was purchasing some articles at a grocer's for my 
journey, his wjfe held a little child in her arms, not old 
enough to speak, to whom I gaVe a pear, and-* presently 
s^er I presented him with a gulden, a little coin, which 
he griped, apparently with the same instinct that would 
induce a young bear to rifle a honey jar, and dropped th« 
' fruit. The little grocer seemed much pleased with his 
son's preference ; and, in German, as well as I could un- 
derstand him, exclaimed, ^^ that he would make a brave 
" tradesman."^ 

In this place, where there were so many of my own 
countrymen settled, accident led me to the ci^ilitie^ of a 
polite an^ amiable young Dutchman, who had not staid 
long enough in Dantzig to lose every liberal sentiment. 
" How strange," said I, " that apaongst the residents of 
** this place you alone should wish to serve an unfortu- 
« nate solitary 'Englishman ;*and that, too, whilst our 
^* respective countries are at war 1" " It is true, our coun« 
" tries are at war,** Said he, in good English ; " but what 
" is that to US ? every man vfhom I can serve U my couU' 
" tryman." 

Through the medium of this gentleman, I hired a 
man to go with me all the way to Berlin (who, on such 
occasions, is called a fuhrman), instead of going post, to 
avoid as much as possible the galling pressure of Prus- 
sian imposition. To the friendly Dutchman I sold the 
Hnle Swede for ten ducats^ which he vowed he would 
brush up and paint, and drive with into the country. On 
the day preceding my departure, my Dutch friend rela- 
ted the following story. Being at church one Sunday, 
at Alkmaar, when that tovni was in the possession of the 
English forces, previous to the sermon the preacher 
prayed very fervently for the long life of his Majesty 
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George III., and the prosperity of England. Scarcely 
bad he finished this pious coixi{>riment, before an inBa* 
bltant entered, and announced that the English forces 
were retiring, and that the French were about to resume 
the protection of the place : upon hearing which» this 
Dutch Vicar of Bray explained to his audience, that the 
supplication which they had just heard was coerced ; but 
that now, being able to follow the spontaneous emotions 
of his own heart, he begged th^m to unite with him in 
offering up a prayer to the throne of grace, to. bless and 
preserve General Brune and the French armies I 

Befoi^ I met with the courteous Dutchman, the only 
consolation which I found, was in sitting in the same 
room with the young Maitrease d^houl de Lion Biancf 
where, without knowing each other's language, we con- 
trived to pass away the hours not unpleasantly. The 
beauty and sprightliness of this young woman produced 
the f^Ubwingyei^ d'esfirit : 

The sign of the house should' be chang'd,. I'll be sworn,. 

Where enchanted we find so much beauty and grace ; - 
Then quick from the door let the lion be torn, 

And an angel expand her white wings in his plaeeT 

The young Dutchman traaislated it into German, aa4: 
presented it to the fail' one. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

^ • 

jiefttcHwia tifioh a HtMwaggoih'^Prussian vtUagea^^-mMiU 
itary maneurvres-'^Irish redel^-^BerHn^'^Linden ivaik-^ 
'ToleraHori'^^Prussian dinner'-»^Cheafi living^'^The /ia» 
face — Cadet corfi&» 

'TT^E traveller going ta<ienriany "will be under the 
A necessity of changing his money as under : 

Twenty-four good, or ninety Prussian groschen, site 

• equal to one dollar, or three Prussian guilders. i 
N. B. Six Prussian dollars are equal to one pound En- 
glish. 



V r 



When the stuhlwaggon, that was to carry me to Ber- 
lin, a distance of upwards of three hundred English 
miles, in the stipulated time of eight days, drove up to 
the door, I observed that it had no springs, consequently 
I could not be detsdned on the road by their breaking ; . 
that I should be nearly jolted to death, but that would 
be an admirable substitute for want of exercise ; that I 
should not be able to sleep by day, consequently I should 
sleep the better by night ; that my driver could not 
speak English, nor I three words of German, ergo^ we 
should associate Hke a couple of dumb waiters, and my 
reflections, if chance any should arise, would not be 
shaken. Having settled all these points in my mind, 
with infinite pleasure I passed the draw-bridge of this 
seat of extortion and inhospitality, and as soon as we had 
cleared the suburbs and dropped into a deep sandy 
road,, my heavy unimpassioned driver took from his 
waistcoat pocket a piece of dry fungus, and holding it 
und^r afiint, with a small steel struck a light, kindled his 
pipe, and was soon lost in smoke, and a happy vacuity of 
thodght. Although the red leavesjof retiring autumn were 
falling in showers feom the trees, tire counlj^ appeared 
very picturesque and rich. After we passed tltS town and 
abbey of Oliva, the latter celebrated for containing in 
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one of its chambers the table on which the treat}rof peaee 
was signed between the crowned beads of Germany, 
Poland, and Sweden, called the Treaty of 01i?% my 
driver tntned into a bye road, the inequ^^^s of Whkh I 
can compare to nothing but those of a chwreh^yatd, 
thronged with graves ; we were several timed obUged 
to alight, in order to support the carriage on one ^de 
wliilst it crawled along the edge of a miry bank. The 
uatertginty of , a German mile never faite topt£e2l6a 
traveller : there is a long and a short one ; the former is 
as indefinite as a Yorkshire mile, which I b^eve is 
from steeple to steeple, sometimes it means ftve, six, 
and seven English miles, the latter I have already ex- 
plained. 

On the road every Prussian was at once equipped for 
his bed and for a ball, by ha-^dng his head adorned with 
a prodigious cocked hat, and a night-cap under it. Tftc 
Prussian farm-houses were either tiled or very neatly 
thatched : some of them were built of brick, sAid others 
of a light brown clay, but the favorite coloi* is ttet of 
vivid flesh, were remarkably neat ; the ground exhibit- 
ed the marks of high cultivation, and the farmers looked 
rich and respectable, and perfectly English. Although 
the soil is sandy, yet from its fineness it is capable of 
bearing all sorts of vegetables for the kitchen : out 
of four grains of rye sown, the tipers calculate that one 
will rise. By the time I reached Stolpe, I had^ formed 
a little budget of Current German expressions, which> at 
the inn in that town, enabled me to understand a man 
who said to me, " Pray sir, are you a Frenchman }** 
** No, I am an Englishman." « Ah, sir, so much the 
" better for you, and so much the more agreeable to me," 
said he. I wondered to hear such language from Prus- 
sian Hps : but I afterwards found the man who address- 
ed me was a Dutchman. 

The road to Berlin has, in one respect, a great advan* 
tage, there is a c(mstant and rapid succession of towns 
and villagealbut no scattered cottages : upon every ac- 
clivity the^aveller commands six or seven spires rising 
ftom little clumps of trees, and clusters of houses the 
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road to each of these small comtiiuiiities for about a 
quarter of a imle is paved with large rough angulsii* 
stoneS) which constitute the pride of the parish, ai^d are 
brought from a great distance, and with coQj^derible 
co^. Upon my wishing them at the devil one'day^ 
which I never fmled to do as often as I had to contend 
with them, my driver turned round and said,. " Do not 
** wish thejh there ; do you know that ^ach* of those 
^Jhie stones cost four good groschen ?" ^ 

In Prussia, robberies very seldom happen ; the Prus- 
dans only pLlfer in the shape of extortion, j-^ 

" And for a pisttd they present a biU." 

Having seen many Englishmen ^travel through their 
country with a moveable firsenal of arms in their car* 
riages, united to the , received opinion that suicide pre- 
vgdls more in England than in any other country, they 
conclude that the p* eparation is#iot against robbers, but 
to furnish their owner with a choice of deaths, if his 
ennui is not dissipated by roving. 

My adventures upon the road were few, and not wor- 
thy of relation, except that my driver was very fond of 
quitting the main road for every short cut, in which wc 
were frequently obliged, carriage and all, to spring as 
well as we could over a small ditch ; having repeatedly 
warned him ihat we should be overturned, at last my 
prediction was verified, the wheels weijp uppermost, and 
we lay sprawling in the road : as soon as 1 could look 
around me I found the driver in great agony, and con- 
cluded that he had at least shattered a rib or a leg : - hut 
the misfortune was a much greater one in his estimatioj§^ 
he had broken his i%e, which lay in the road by the side 
of scattered provisions and trunks ; he lamented his loss 
bitterly, andsfrequently, "as we M^ere replacing matters, 
apostrophized the remains of this n*ilural and inestima- 
ble source of German comfort. We frequently passed 
through the most beautiful avenue* of majestic oak, 
stately lindens, and graceful beech and birch trees. I 
found the inns very poor : at Pinnow I slept upon a bed 

C c 
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of mnm, Ib tke bcH nam aire genefaHy ^e depot of 
the Sunday fpoviiStthe b&nt crockery, tivo or three fUthy" 
straw beikf a stove of black Dutch tiles, one or two corn 
cheats, a chair with a bn>ken back, jars of butter : a<}join- 
iDg there is generally a reom for |he daughter or upper 
servant of the host, who recliiies her sweet person up<Hi 
a bed placed upon a com4»n» aini surrounded by a winter 
stoek of p&tato^s« If the traveller fasten the door of bis 
be4-room he will be under the necessity of rising to open 
it, twenty times after he is in bed» that the master or 
mistress of the house may have access to something or 
another which is deposited in his chamber. 

The winter was now rapidly setting in* ^nd in every 
post-house the stoves were warmed; before one of them 
some peasant children were reposing upon fbrms^ and 
their mother standing with her back against it, £aLst 
asleep. The peasants erect their ovens, which are made 
of clay, about seven feet high in the shape of a dome, at 
the extremity of their Dt^batxts, ren\oved as fiir as pos- 
sible from any thatch. All th^ roads and bye^lanes it! 
Prussia are abundantly supplied with legible and intelli- 
gible directhig posts, representing a negro's head, with 
large white eyes, and a pig tail, whilst two long stiff 
arms point the wanderer on bis way. The want of this 
species of attention to travellers in England is severely 
ftlt. It is scarcely necessary for me to observe that the 
universal language of Prussia is German. 

The garrison tov?ns are numerous, at which the tra- 
veller is obliged to furnish the offifU3r of the guard with 
his name, condition, and motive of travelling. The sol- 
diers looked to great advantage ; they have a &Torite» 
and much admired manoeuvi^, of forming hollow squares 
by sections, which at present is corded to the Prussian 
service j and by means of a hollow curve, at the bottom 
of the barrel of the Prussian musket, leading into tlie 
pan, through a large touch -hole, no priming is necessary, 
or rather the loading primes, by which several motions 
are saved. With-ithis improvement, and a heavy ram- 
rod, an expert Prussian soklier, even with Piiissian pow- 
4er, far inferor to that of EngUuid, can load and fire 
twelve times in one minute. A soldier who had not 
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hxtkf; been eoli^td, performed these motions in my pre* 
se&ce ten times in that period by my watch. ' 

At Konigberg, as I was sitting down to dktiVKr^ a portK- 
ly Sadler, in the Prussian tmiforin, opened the door, 
ikd addressed me in English. With much addresfli ami 
respect^ under the, vertial pretence of my not hsrmg 
written, my name legibly at thebariier, he introdoced 
himsdf to me, and enabled me tery sooct to discover 
thai he was one of those inSuuated Irishmen, wbo hxv^ 
ing incurred the displeasure of the British gotemfiMat, 
had been plucked from a station of respoctabiliiy, and 
^ bosom g{ a beloved family, exiled fn>m his country, 
and doomed to wi^r the ha^t, and endure the discipliiie 
of a t'russian soldier for ten wretched yeans five of whick 
he had already survived. The poor fellow acknowledged 
V the &(ttt delusion which had thus ^ym him from aH that 
" Was de^r to hini, and reduced him to the huntfliation oC 
gladly receiving a dollar from a stranger. 

Between Gruneberg and Freyenwalde I passed t*ne 
O;^, whkh flows to the walls of Olmutz, rendered em* 
inentfy familiar to the memory by the cruel captivity of 
La Fayette, and tie sp«fit of Biitish generosky whiclk 
restored -him and hi4 lovely Marchioness> to light and 
liberty. 

Upon our leaving Freyenwalde, we plouglied oiir way 
through the dark fonests and trackless sands of Branden*- 
bourg, the latter of which Frecleric the Great highly 
valued as a nation;^|g|gn^r, capaMe of invpedkig aftd 
embarrassing an approaching enemyii Of thei* depth 
and dreariness no one can judge^ but those who hove wa* 
ded through them : we quitted them with great joy to 
rf 11 merrily along over a n^le new royal road, of aibout 
ten English miles in length, lined with sapling lindens ; 
and, early on the eighth day from my leaving t)antzig, 
I passed the gate of the wall which surrounds Berlin, 
and with forty-one ducats discharged my companion at^ 
the Hotel dc Ruasie, 

Having refreshed myself, I sallied into the Linden 
Walk, which is very broad, is formed" of triple rows of 
the graceful and umbrageous tree from which it receivel 
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its name, and is situated in the centre of the street, 
having carriage roads on each side, from which it is pro- 
tected by a handsome line of granite posts connected by 
bars of iron, and illuminated at night by large re- 
flecting lamps, suspended over the centre by cords, 
stretched from corresponding 'supporters of wrought 
iron : its length is about an English mile, and presents 
-at one end the rich portico of the marble opera-house 
«nd the palace, and at the other the celebrated ^randen- 
bourg gate, designed by Monsieur Lahghans from the 
Propylium of Athens, and raised in 1780. Tliis superb 
monument of tasteful architecture is a stone colonnadei' 
of a light reddish-yellow color, composed of twelve 
grand fluted Corinthian c<^umns, forty-four feet high^ 
«nd five feet seven inches in diameter, alx on each side, 
leaving a space for the gates to fold between, presenting .. 
five colossal portals, through which th^ park is seen in 
fine perspective. The wings composing the custom a,nd 
^afd houses are adorned with eighteen lesser columns, 
twenty-nine feet high and three feet in diameter :tthe 
"whole is crowned by colossal figures of the Anger of 
Peace driving four horses abreast in ^triumphal car, be- 
low which are rich basso-relievos. This most elegant 
structure, and the Walk of Lindens, are unique, and 
would abundantly repay any traveler fot* the fatigues of 
an eight da^s* journey to behold them. In tlie walfk, 
although the weather was very cold, several ladies ^^e^e 
promenading without caps or^Mj^ts, and others were 
riding astride on^iorseback, l^jpil^g to the fashion of 
the country, in a long riding habit, pantaloons, and half- 
boots. In the street scarcely any other objects 'were to 
be seen, than ^ * 

<* the soldier and his sword." 

Upon ascending the gallery of the superb dome of the 
institution of the poor, in the grand market place, I 
commanded^ the wall of the city, thfe dimensions of 
Avhich are small, -I should not think larger than those of 
Bath ; but having been the result of one design, and in 



Cbap.32.] northern summer. . 317 

a great m^sure built in one reign, it has the advantage 
of being regular. The river Spree runs tlirough it, and 
is. adoigped by some handsome stone bridges. The strce^ 
arp spacious, and, to the surprise of a stranger, are well 
paved for carriages and pedestrians, although nature has 
refused to furnish th«»country with a single stone : this 
dei^ has been supplied by the policy of Frederick the 
Great, who. made all tlie vessels that came up the Elbe, 
the Hawel, or the Spree, take on board at Magdeburg a 
certain quantity of, freestone, apd disembark it at Berlia 
gratis. The houses are generally built of brick stucco- 
ed^ but some are of stone, itt tb» Italian style of archi- 
teclure- T^?e palace of Prince Henry, the brother of 
FredericTt the Great, lately deceased, is built of stone ; 
but, for want of omalment, possesses but Jittle attraction 
for the ejp : the royal palace is an enormous square pile 
of the same materials, whose maSsy and gloomy walls 
t^ reigning sovereign has wisely resigned to his court- 
iers, for a small plain mansion, opposite the common 
foiaSdery. Mon-bijou, t^ie residence of the Quettfi Dows 
ager, is a palace, or rather a long gallery, nearly the 
whole being upon the ground floor,, situated on the side 
of the river Spre^ embosomed in a wood and gardens. 
The.Rotuhda^ pr Catholic church, partly designed by 
C^rdin^ Aloerohi, is a noble edifice, the grand altar of 
whith ws^s made at Rome, and is celebrated for its beau- 
ty. Soon after Frede^^the Gr^at ascended the throne, 
he conceived the s\y|^^B|ea of building a vast Panthe- 
on, in which ^eryV^^Btion of devotion might, at an 
allotted time, find itslpff: Policj, if not genuine char- 
ity, induced that sagacious prince to think that tolerance 
was necessary tpthe interest as well as the dignity of a 
nation ; . and he" was desirous of not only seeing his sub- 
jects and "foreigners worship their God in their way, but 
that, like brothers, they should prostrate themselves be*- 
fore him in the same tempte. On account of the state 
of the treasury, . Frederick was successfully adyised to 
drop this benign plan, and it was never afterivards resum- 
ed. The generality of the Prussians are Calviaists. 

' C « I 
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Im^^'fctiiiif^ after my arrinral I Wttnt to%ew fhi» 
tn») a Bvperb buiklinffi^t on tlie cntftblatvtre of wh^ t6« 
foltowiag elegant iiiscr^itiiiQp afijpeared hi Qirt'Mfls 
^ Whilst w% mtik we mend t(« matt&ers.^ .A^ ttie ffbsiit 
of the itMide y/nA occupiad by the royal hwL^ fermed iiM 
A saloon^ from tJ^e centre of the <^iing «f whieh » fidk 
lustre descended) and oi> each sidf Were akbasler ^sesi 
The boxes were neat and well arranged* Over the euf»- 
tsdn was a tat^e tnmspapent ^ods. ; tiie pla^/^ers uere 
<good ; the eirehestra very fttH and fin^ ; and tite seeneryv 
partictillu^fy the dlyjfy, or curtain acene^ very beautilu K 
* The stattfe of the celebi4ited general Ziethefir th>^fa^ 
^R>rite>f Frederick the Goeat, an^ one ef th« greatesm»d 
bravest generals of Prussia, is welt worthy jCite notice of 
tile tvaveller. . It is raised in Willl^liif^s Plated ^ Wil* 
Ham's Pla<^, upon 9 pedestal^ on three sidesiNTf whieh , 
are basso-retieToSy' representing the hero^^oa llorsebacliy 
in some of the most celebrated campaigns, surrotindid 
hf 9Xk elegant railing;: the figure of the geiiefal^in hk 
btissanreginieiital»,ls:.as large gs life ; his, han^is rHifid 
to his clun, which was his usual attitude- of tnedltatifon t 
it is said to be a j^trong resemblance, and ^ a fine ptece, 
<of statuary. In i^is little squwe ther^ are eeverat o^er 
statues of Prussian generals, who^distiny^ia^ed^ them- 
selves in the seven years-* war, without any insAipldm. 
Upon, my German Mend enquiring pf some- of tke soK 
'diers/^who were standing ne^^^k their Anie^y they 
t!old,|us they ksiew nothing s^^^^HBt^* ^^ ^^ "^^^^^ kfifM^ 
tHat|no living creature lis mor JHBSKnt tfian a Pkussias 
sAdipr. '^/* 

\As we passed to the Royal Operarhouse) €iie esvairy * 
W^t% drilling^ the wretchedness of their horses- flot a 
little surprised me : the saane remark afppiiedf to tiMse 
nf every other regiment of cax**py w^hich I s^w. The 
opena-house, which is npv^ open but "^riog the catvii* 
▼al, is a superb and d«gant Ikulding, raised by Freder* 
ick the Great. Thtf' ^dience are admitted gratis, hy 
tickets issi>ed by thf Kii>g's authority : the pit is allotled 
to the regiments in garri^mn, each of which is permitted 
to send so many men. Ih-'the time of Frederick the. 
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€rreat, h- Wft» fto- niwWifraJ' specteycfe to secthw? wives of the 
iDkliers sittitog upcm ttwir husbands' shotiltlcrs r tftc m- 
tkrnal' 4«corat||(h9 are^ I wars iinforraed, verf magmficettt. 

Berlin is jwatly edeferated Sot the exceflfencc of its ho- 
Ms : bKRFf si<?ting #oowi, looking upott the Lirafen^wallty 
I had efepy artfcle of irtcfcrl and elegant ftrrniturc, mjF 
6c*»roe«i anrf^son^ife-bed' and Rnctj- were rcTnarkably neat 
an^ cfean^ and both rooms, although the frost wav set 
191. with infetise sercritr, wefc^ by means of stoves which 
Were supplied from tne passage, as/warm as a sutnmc^ 
fef. It f* a reeeived opinion, tliat Engftshmen- are so 
uccustopied to sit by tfieir fire-sides, that they ca|mot 
grow warm jittfess they see th^^re : to this^ remark I 
kave o»ty to observe, that I- pJarto|rfc so insensibly of the 
atfttfsphere which perradcd my room, that I neither 
th^aght of heat, coW, oi?- fire-placcesv At. breakfast, the 
rolfe, better, tnd' coffee, were deliciqtts and the china 
iK^atifeil. The pofctla^^f Berfo is^ very fin?, and 
nearly equal to thjit of Saxony. Iti the infancy of this 
mciiufactckry, f>cSerfck the Great granted' perjniBsion to 
the Jews withfti hhtdomimbns to marry, onrly upon con- 
dMon tha* they ahoafa p^rchiLse a certain quantity of 
^k fcfeina J^^ jjhfl^Kspotia^oyicy he soon brought it 
ift'to repi^|5jf"\At our taiftie d*fibt€ in the l^el, the dinner, 
w|ftt Ottl^arration, wjs in the following order : cold 
herpmgs and salted *cut!'umbers, soup, bonilli, ham with 
sliced ?^^carrot^, hon^^^^ rice pudding, venison and 
stfired pease. In^^^Btreets were groups of female 
^ruite<^fs,<Mtting befelrwbs filled with the finest grapes, 
a»d*ergamit pears, wahmts, &c. From those stands a 
respectable dessert may be furnished for the value of three- 
|>ence English. Upon the Spree were a great number of 
boats, completely laden with the finest apples and pear?. 
Living in Berlin is moderate, in the country remarkably 
llheAp. A bachelor in Hesse Darmstadt, aUd in many 
^twr parts of Germany can enjoy elegant society, have 
evtfy day a bottle of excellent wine, and keep his horse, 
fcl^one hundred and twenty pounds per annum. 

In the audience-room of the gt'cat palace, we were 
shewn a chandelier of chrystal which cost 4,200/,; a- 
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mongst the paintings, ,which are few, we noticed a poB- 
trait of the Duke of Ferara, by Corregio, for which ten 
thousand ducats were given : there is aUo a beautiful 
statue of Marcus Aurelius, drawn up from the Tiber 
about fifty years since ; several curiolis and costly clocks 
and secretaries of exquisite workmanship and mechan- 
ism, one of which, should any one improperly attempt to 
open it, would betray the robber by a tune similar to that 
in the Academy of Sciences in Petersburg : we were 
also shewn a circulai^ closet in a Hurret, from whence 
Frederick, in his latter days, used to contemplate the 
people in the streets. 

The Cadet corps is a^moble establishment, much re- 
sembling those in Petersburg : we attended a parade of 
about four hundred b9ys, who, as they were not ^zedy 
nor ranked according to age, presented a striking in- 
stance of the progress of merit, by displaying mere 
<< apple-munclung' urchins'^commanding companies of 
boys bigger than themselves. T^roni the Cadet corps we 
visited an exhibition of the Prussian afts and^ manu&c- 
tures, displayed in a suite of rooms, the busts, models, 
and carpets, were beautiful : some ^f the drawings were 
pretty, but the paintings ,wete Below criticisms Englii^ 
manufactures are severely prohibited in PrusJRia. • ^ 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 



PoUdam dtUgenee^^Potadani'^Sani souci-^^FoUaire^ and 
dogs cf Frederick the Gremt'-^JVbble Jirmneaa of an ar» 
chitecU^Exng and Itrvely Queen of PrtL8»a^^necdotea 
-^-d^emale travelling habit^^^The duchy of Meckleburg 
Swerm-'^Retum to Engkpid^ 

ON the Sunday after my arrival, namely, the third of 
November, I seated myself, at seven o'clock in the 
morning^ with an intelligent companion, in the Potsdam 
diligence, a vehicle considerably less commodious than 
that of Paris : it was without springs, and so villainous* 
ly put together, that the biting air pierced through a 
hundred crevices ; sliding wooden pannds supplied the 
place of glasses, and. in the back part were two seats the 
occupiers of which were separated from each other by a 
stout iron bar. Our companions, male and female, were 
clad in their winter dress of muffs and fur shoes. After 
passing through a country of cornfields and fir forests^ 
and some small frozen ponds, at eleven we reached the 
harrier of Potsdam, which is situated on the river Havel, 
and is formed into an isle by the adjoining lakes and ca- 
nals, about sixteen English miles from Berlin. 

Having expelled tlie cold with some soup, we hired a 
little phaeton, and immediately proceeded to Sans Souti, 
distant about two English miles, which, as well as the 
neighboring country palaces, are so much the fruit of 
the great Frederick's taste, that it was like paying a visit 
to bis spirit. As we proceeded to the gallery of pic- 
tures, we passed by his hot-houses, which he cherished 
with great care. So partial was his Majesty to hot- 
house fruit, that before the btdlding» were erected, he 
who would have scantily provided for a gallant ofiicer mii^ 
tilated in his service, did not hesitate to pay a ducat for 
a cherry ! When he was dying, his piae-apples occu** 
pied his principal attention. ^ . 
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We entered the picture gallery from the road through 
a rustic door : this room, two hundred and fifty-eight 
feet long, thirty-six broad, andiifteen high, is supported 
by Carrara pillars, and is superbly gilded and ornament- 
ed. The collection is very select and precious : we 
pmcipafly nodced the Gf«ce», by IkmunicMno j V%p» 
-tiimnus and Pomona, by Leonardo da ViRci; Tkiah 
and his wife, by himself) Daoae ami Cuind^ by the aame 
aitist ; Venus bathingr by Corregio ; Uiree ^HTefvnt 
styles of Painting, by Guid& ; the Holy Fatnilyt by Ra- 
phael, which cost fourteen thousand ducats ; a Cave of 
DctUs, by^ Tenier% ui whidi his motkev and wife am 
fepresenied as membera of the in&raat femifyy his fa- 
ther as Saint Antoiuo, and himsdf in a bonnet rvugrj 
laughing at the groitp ; a Head of Christ, by Vaxidyke t 
Ignorance and wisdom^ by Corregio ; a Head- of Christ, 
apon kaf gold, by Raphael^ fi>r whieh Frederick the 
Gneat paid six thousaod ducats ; se^ral o^er pain^ngS) 
by the aan»e great nK^ter^ upon the same grotixid 9 a 
Virgin and In&atrby Rubens ; and sereral oth^pex^jui'^ 
lite works of art. There was onite a beautiful! little 
Magdalen here, by Raphael, which Frederick bartered 
to the ElecGor of Saxorvy fir a troofi ofhor%e : thts^ sort 
of barter seems to have been umisuaK Auguattis II., 
Elector of Saxony, purchased forty-eight bulky porce* 
lain vases of Frederick WiSlam Ly of Prus^, for a fine 
regiment of dragoons. 

Frofii the gallery we ascended a stair-case^ and entered 
a terrace, whence a bea^aiful view of the river, and the 
surroomUng country, lay eiiepanded before us. As we 
proceeded Co the pafcMCOt or pavilion, composed of a long 
suite of rooms upon a ground floor^ the fombs of Fred- 
erick's dogs were pointed out to «%< the only creatures 
for whom he entertained a cordial ^^MEbetkm. It is well ' 
known that he indulged the strange ^belief, that these an- 
imals possessed ttoe power of discriminotmg character, 
andthat hejdisliked those at whoift they barked: most 
of these canine favorites were honored with a royid epi- 
taph. It is related, that whoever he went to war, he 
always carried a small Italian greyhound with him ; and 
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that when, in the seven fuar^' war» he happesed tp be 
pursued by a reccmsc^trbig party of Austriane, he 
ttjQk shelter under a dry arch of a bridge^ with his favor7 
ite in his arms ; and that although the eBeeeiy passed and 
uepassed the bridge several times, yet the animal, natur* 
ally churtisli, lay quite still, asid scarcely bi«eathed : had 
^ barked, Frederick must hame been diseovet^ and taken 
prisoner, and Prussia, in all human probability, would 
have ^mred the fate x>( Poland, and swelled the empires^ 
of Ruasia and of Geraaany. > Tlibere is another story 
told, the Mithenticity of which b indubitable ; Frederick 
the Great, in his dying manients^ expressed a wish to 
be buried by the^ lade. of his doga. One of these favor* 
H«s, another greyliound bitchy was taken at the battle of 
Sorr, when the baggage was plundered by Trenck an4 
Nadasti. Regardless of inferior losses, the King was in- 
line act <^ writing to Nadasti, to request <his bitch might 
be restored, whesi the Austrian General* knowing hia 
love for the animal^ which was itself greatly attached to 
him, had sent it back : the bitch, unperccived by tise 
moiiareh, ^ped upon the table whdie be was wi iting^ 
and, as usual, began to caress him, at which he was fia 
afiected that be shed tears. The day before he fk.d cut 
off many thousands of men^ and charged his dear cMU 
dren to give no Sa^on quarter* The only amiable trait 
in Fredeiick's composjition was of a canine nature : h^ 
possessed nothing to attach man to him but Mm fondness 
for dogs. 

, We saw the room where Fi^derick slept and died - it 
was plain and simple ; and, upon the chimney-piece, 
was a beautifoi antique of Julius Caesar when a boy. 
After passing through sewral handsome rooms, we 
reached the dining-room. It is well known that Freder- 
ick the Great indulged in the pleasures of the table, and 
that English, French^ German, Italian, PwUssian cooks, 
were employed in this royal philosopher's kitchen. The 
apartment of Voltaire, where I could not resist sitting 
down in his chair befiore his desk, dotted all over with 
spots of a pen, more keen and triumphant than the 
sword, and wonderii^ how such a gcaiius could associate 
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for three years wkh the crafty^- ungrateful, cold, unger^ 
ous, tyrannical, rancorous, and implacable Frederick, 
whO) if he merited the title of great, bad no pretensions 
to that of good : that the wit and the sovereign should 
have differed no one can wonder ; but every one siust 
that they had not quarrelled and parted sooi^r* 

In the life of Voltaire we see the triumph of letters. 
The late Empress of Russia courted his friendship by 
every touching art which, even from clever woxnen in 
the o!-dinary ranks of life, is irresistible : she did nothing 
without affecting to consult him ; she invited him to Pe- 
tersburg, and placed the model of his house at Femey, 
in the hermitage. Frederick the Great sought him^ with 
avidity, bordering on abject solicitation ^ but the mean 
and ungenerous despotism of the sovereign's heart, ren- 
dered him unworthy the honor of an association, which 
with equal meanness ^nd harshness he dissolved. Why 
was Voltaire thus courted by two of the most distinguish- 
ed potentates of their omti, or perhaps of any other age ? 
Because they knew that the pen of such a genius could 
give any color to their actions^ and could measure out 
and extend their ^me. 

The gardens of Sans Souci appeared to be elegantly 
arranged ; but it was no time to explore leafless bowers 
and alleys no longer green : ^ 

f* When icicles hang by the wall, 

And Dick the shepherd blows his nail. 
And Tom b^rs log^ into the Imll, 
* And milk comes frozen home in pail-" 

Thc/ogade of Sans Souci, towards the plad^ is very ele- 
gant ; towards the terrace very heavy, where it resem- 
bles more a great tasteless green-house than a toyal 
residence. From Sans Souci, we drove through a beau- 
tiful park to the new palace* distant about an English 
mile and a half. After passing two grand lodges and 
outK)fBces, connected by an elegant semicircular colonr 
nade of eighty -eight columns, we entered the palacey 
the front of which is adorned with Corinthian pilasters, 
and the body built with the rich red Dutch brick : the 
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1iMkl!i*^»ft *upW% V»i4l€€d ^rmo^ formed of cliry state, 
fttanches^ 6i coral and sheRsj and fbumaiHs, arftmged with 
«qufti elegance and liov^ty. Respectifng the coostruc- 
fion of this citraonBnaary apartment, the lartg and his fa- 
tOTife tfrehitec^ had a viohfnt dispute ; the fatter insist- 
«g that It should be a vesdbtile, the fbriher a grotto. 
The tcyjBl ^sptttant of course prevwfed, and the archi- 
tect was so disgusted, that he declined proceeding in the 
c^uilding. It was lucky for him, that the tyrant Frede- 
tick had not sent him t© thefibrtrcss of Spandaw, where 
so many brave tnen, who had fought and bled for him, 
iiave been immured for sdme error in petty punctilio, to 
i^Msditate on tfee s^peiioHCy of grottoes over vestibules : 
the pest of f^ fooms are very eiegant. Having satis- 
fied our cufiiosity, we gj^oped tothe Httle marble palace, 
*otit tWGi English miles oft, built also by Fredenck the 
■Greiat, of Sllegfain mafble and Dutch brkk : I was more 
leased with It; than Kith thef F&Hte THmmi at Vcr- 
.0aille9. The' road to the pavilion is lined with small 
i*tttic dWeHiftgs, s^^rounded by shrubs for the house- 
liold : on the left is an extensive and elegant orangerie, 
in the centre of which is a superb ball-room, lined with 
tnirrors; and opening on either side into alleys of orange 
and lemon trees : on' the tight are the kitchens, exter- 
nally resembfing tlie nuns of an Athenian temple : a lake^ 
^ed with elegant groups of trees, pleasure-houses, cot- 
Jiages^and mills wafehes the terrace of the little palace, 
^e ^partrntents of w^ich are small but singularly ele- 

taht, 0aid were adorned ndth some exquisite antiques, 
rpon otr return to out* ho?tel the clock struck four : 
just das wki Md begi^n to thalf oursehres with some soup, 
attien-ded, as the Saxbn kings cff old were, by a wandering 
liarpfer at' our door, just as he had sweetly and wildly 
jun over the firtft division of a German air, by which 
^metny infeiligetlt compttiionand I had settled it, that 
had the palaces been covered with rubies, and the trees 
k£ the royal ga^ens drdpped pearls, wfe should return 
fiscontcnted to Bcrfin, unless We had beheld the lovely 
Queen of Prussia; in truth, she was the principal ob- 
ject of our eitcursion ; the son of otir host ran into the 

Dd 
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roomy to tell us the Queen's carriage vas just dbtiwn up 
to the great palace, iprhich our mndow commanded 
From a little private door of this yast pile, she descend^* 
cd, leaning upon the arm of a page, and attended by aii 
elderly lady of the court ; upon seeing us she stopped^ 
and moved to us in the most gracious and enchGOSting 
manner. She is very Mr, her face -sweet, elegant, and 
expressive : ^ 

" .«»«— WhMe red and white. 
Nature's own ^weet and cunning hand laid on/' 

Her hair is light, her figure exquisite ; and as she step« 
ped into her carriage, she displayed a foot and ankle 
which at once convinced us that the most perfect sym- 
metry reigned throughout her frame. Her charms were 
heightened by her situation ; she was expected, in a few 
days, to augment the illustrious House of Branden* 
bourg. At a party at the British ambassador's, Mr. 
Jackson, I was regaled with the most enchanting ac- 
count of her amiable virtues ; but to look at her is 8uf<% 
ficient ; 



*' There's nothing ill^an dwell in such a temple." 

She is very fond of retirement, and devotes herself to 
the education of her children. As my stay in Berlin 
was too short to admit of my being presented, I»was 
much 'gratified in seeing a Princess of whom every one 
speaks with rapture. The manner in which her mar- 
riage .occurred was interesting: At' a grand review, 
which took place at Francfort on the Main, Monsieur 
Beatbman, one of the richest bankers upon the conti« 
nent, appeared at the parade,' with a supeib equipage : 
struck with his appearance, the King enquired his name, 
and Monsieur B. was introduced, who invited his Ma- 
jesty to a grand fete he intended giving that ^evening at 
his chateau, which invitation the King accepted, and there 
met the lovely Princess of Mecklenburgh Strelitz ; to 
look upon ^nd love her were the same. About eighteen 
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mon&s after thcdr marriage, they ^Ia4 ^ '^^^^ ^^ Mon* 
sieur B. ; and, as they enteredi^e ;f(|0in where their 
first interview occcurred, the KidgH^aiight his royal 
bride in his arms, kissed her, and, with tears of sensi", 
Hlity, exclaimed^ " It was in diis very? roorn^ my dear 
<< Beathmani that I found the treasure of my h^^iness." 
The royal couple are remarkably domestic^ and largely 
taste of those endearing and tranquil enjoyments which 
are seldom seen in the neighborhood of a throne. 

The great palace at Potsdain, in which the royaj fam*- 
fly principajly reside, has a few elegant state rooms#: ia«. 
one of which was a half-length portrait of Bonaparte ;f. 
 ' ^3fh« Queen had displayed her taste by decorating one^f 
het little cabinets with engravings from some o£ the ex- 
qitisite productions of Westdl. 

The next morning (Sunday) we attended tha tw^ pa- 
^rades, which take place on this day within two hours of 
each other; I should suppose about teafthousand men 
were upon the ground ; they presented a very noble 
appearance. The King, attended by several ofBcers, 
was present. In roving through the city, we observed 
that its size and buildings resembled those of Berlin,' 
and that it was equally gloomy. 

Upon our return, a s^dier mounted the ^oach-box of 
the diligence at thi^ gate at Berlin, and as we passed close 
to our inn, we called to the driver to let us out, but the 
soldier refused, and upon our attempting to get out, 
jumped down, drew his bayonet, and called the guard, 
upon which, with some little surprise, we submitted to 
be taken to the post-house, at the further end of the 
city, where we were suffered to alight without further 
molestation. This regulation is a part of the military 
police of this despotic government, which converts 
every city into barracks, and palaces into head quarters. 
Upon regaining our hotel, cold and hungry, and ordering 
our dinner, we found that the cooks, it being dimanchcy 
were all gone to the theatre ; however, one of them was 
soon found, and our appetites soon satisfied. 

On the 6th of November, at eleven o'clock in the 
naorning, as I wished to see a little more of the manners 
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of the people I mounted the HaiTibuyg ^igcxice, 
proceeded in it a& far as Grabow, and afterwards trae^elled 
post to Husam : this machine was much inferior to it* 
Potsdam brother ; it was a leather tilted waggon witii-^ 
out springs, filled with tows of seats, separated from: 
each other by iron bsra^ ; behind wa,s a basket for hay t 
there were neither glasses nor wooden pan^els m the 
sides, but two hard leather curtains were dropped m^ 
buttoned down, when it rained or was cold. The pas* 
sengers assisted of two Priissian ladies, a girl serTant, 
an Hungarian officer, myself, and one conducteur, an old 
wrinkled gentkii^an of sizty4ive at leasts who lost all hif» 
vivacity when he set down the girl, between whom some 
tender touches of the hand, and gentle whispers^ p^sed 
during one of the most bitter nights I ever experiencei^ 
The ladies, who were ndther handsome nor agjed^ anf 
were, as I learned, very respectable women, made n» 
hesitaticm in tying up their garters, sana ^eremoniej and> 
in other matters of travelling comfort, displayed as little 
restraint a^ the French ladies. All nig^t, ftbdng dai4(> 
and the roads very deep and sandy, we moved at a^fimerat 
pace. The next evening I bade adieu to the Hsonburg 
diligence, and having convinced myself of the danger 
of attempting to push through that spit of Hanover 
through which the direct Hamburg road lies, in conse*^ 
quence of the ruffian-Uke perfidious violation of the law of 
nations, exhibited in the seizure of our ambassador, Sir 
George Rumbold, ^ that city, I ordered a atuhlwaggcm 
at Per]berg,'and travelled post to Sweria, the capitsd of 
the duchy of Meckleburg Swenn, which comm^ices cm 
this side at Grabow. In this petty state, luxuriant in 
<2om fields, posdng, wluch constitutes one of the reve^^ 
nues of th^ duchy, is very dear ; for five German miles 
I paid seven debars and two groschen. To avdd this 
extortion, I recommend a traveller to hire a furhman at 
Perlberg to carry him through to I>ubec : he will save 
considerably by it. A little beyond Grabow I passed a 
superb country residence of the reigning Duke, situated 
in a beautiful countr}', and surrounded by a very neat 
village, ^werin is a large and i^spectaWe town, where 



